
“The rich man is not the one who has much, 
but the one who gives much. For what one 
gives away, he keeps for all eternity.”  

 St. John Chrysostom, 

The Gifts of the Magi icon 
presents the Wise Men offering 
gifts of gold, frankincense and 
myrrh to the Christ Child. 
These wealthy scholars and 
priests of the East endured 
numerous dangers, and traveled 
great distances to offer their 
treasures to Christ, the newborn 
king.  What a beautiful and 
meaningful example of 
stewardship they set for all 
future generations, helping us 
to understand the blessing of 
properly using and sharing 
God’s gifts.  
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❖ Orthodox Christian Stewardship is a way 
of life, which acknowledges accountability, 
reverence, and responsibility before God. !

❖ A primary goal of Stewardship is to promote 
spiritual growth and strengthen faith. !

❖ Becoming a Steward begins when we believe 
in God, to whom we give our love, loyalty 
and trust, and act on those beliefs. !

❖ As Stewards, we affirm that every aspect of 
our lives comes as a gift from Him. !

❖ Stewardship calls on the faithful to 
cheerfully offer back to God a portion of the 
gifts with which they have been blessed.
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Stewardship 2014

St. John Chrysostom offers a challenging 
perspective of Christian Stewardship. We 
are called to understand that all we have in 
life—from life itself, to our intellectual 
abilities and specific talents, as well as to our 
faith experiences and material possessions—
all we have in life is a gift from God, and 
each of us is called to act as a proper and 
good steward of these gifts.  !
He highlights that true wealth comes 
through sharing what we have first received 
from God Himself. Ultimately, whatever we 
have isn’t ours! All is God’s, and we are 
simply caretakers of His riches. As we learn 
to generously give of ourselves, of our time, 
talents and treasure to our St. Peter Church, 
we only increase our wealth and make 
eternal investments. !
Christian Stewardship is all about becoming 
good caretakers of all that God has given us. 
Think about all that God has given us—our 
health, our family, our opportunities in life, 

our intelligence, our talents. God has given 
each of us special and unique gifts. Through 
Holy Scripture He teaches us that all that we 
have is a loan. He lends everything to us, and 
reminds us that one day He will ask us to 
give a detailed accounting of what we have 
done with the gifts He has given us. How 
have we used our time, our talents, and our 
treasure? Have we used them in a self-
centered way or God-glorifying ways? 
Archbishop Anastasios of Albania has noted 
“we find ourselves by offering ourselves.” 
Have we learned the blessedness of 
generously giving to others of all we have? !
Everything we have is temporal. We don’t 
know for how long we have it. The 
fundamental question, though, is how will 
we use all that we have for the glory of God? !
One day, a person complained to his priest 
that the Church and Christianity is one 
continual “give, give, give.” To which the 
priest replied, “Thank you very much for the 

finest definition of Christianity I have ever 
heard. You are  right, Christianity is all about 
a constant “give, give, give.” God giving His 
only Son to the world to show His 
unconditional love. His Son Jesus giving His 
life on the cross to forgive our sins and 
destroy death. Then our Lord’s disciples 
giving all they had to make sure God’s Good 
News of love was preached to all people 
everywhere. They not only gave away their 
homes and businesses, but even gave up 
their lives as martyrs in gratitude to God! 
And after all that giving of God to the world, 
yes, God does ask His followers of today to 
imitate His own generosity by giving—by 
offering back from all that He ultimately has 
given each person! So, yes, the Church and 
Christianity is one continual “give, give,  
give,” but from a good and holy perspective! !
These words of St. John Chrysostom help 
clarify our understanding of Christian 
Stewardship and what it means to act as a 
faithful follower of Jesus Christ.

Christian stewardship can best be defined in the words of St. John Chrysostom, “The rich man is not the one who has much, but the one who 
gives much. For what one gives away, he keeps for all eternity.”  


