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The Blessing of Fruit 
by PROTOPRESBYTER ALEXANDER SCHMEMANN  

[from a Radio Liberty broadcast] 

It is ancient custom in Orthodox churches to bless fruits 
and vegetables on the feast of Transfiguration. This 
prompts us to ask ourselves: what is the meaning of 
this ancient rite and of bless-
ing, sanctification in general, 
since the blessing of fruit on 
Transfiguration is only one of 
many such rites? If we open 
the liturgical service book 
where all these rites are col-
lected, the so-called "Book of 
Needs," we find special ser-
vices such as blessings for a 
new home, a field, a garden, a 
well. It is as if the Church ad-
dresses itself to the entire world, as if God's right hand 
of blessing were being extended over all through these 
rites of blessing and sanctification. Why have people 
from time immemorial felt the need for blessing?

We must say immediately that proponents of anti-reli-
gious propaganda unquestioningly regard all these 
rites as superstition which, in their view, is the whole 
content of religion. They argue that superstition is a 
product of fear: a per- son is afraid of being poisoned, 

afraid of a bad harvest, afraid that his house will bum 
down, afraid of other people. Religion purveys deliver-
ance from fear: sprinkle the fruit or the garden or the 
home with holy water and God will protect both them 
and you. “So you see, it's all crude ignorance, supersti-
tion and deception.” However, in presenting the issue 
this way, atheist propaganda does not mention any of 
the prayers or rites involved with these supposed su-

perstitions. They make it 
sound as if priests, the clergy, 
are a cadre of swindlers who 
exploit fear and ignorance by 
using incomprehensible magi-
cal incantations. But if one 
actually listens to these 
prayers and looks closely at 
these rites, if only once in a 
lifetime one experiences the 
joy of that radiant and sunlit 
Transfiguration noonday 

blessing, then it becomes clear 
that the deception is not coming from the Church, but 
from the ill-willed atheist propaganda. It is precisely 
this propaganda, and not the Church's prayer, which is 
permeated with fear, mistrust, and a need to denounce 
any-thing more elevated, more pure, more profound 
than its own simplistic, mundane, and materialistic ap-
proach to the world and to life. For what we see and 
hear and experience above all in these rites and prayers 
is joy and thanksgiving. But if fear were present, there 
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could be no joy and no thanksgiving; and conversely, if 
joy is present, there can be no fear. Fear produces mis-
ery and mistrust, but there is none of this in transfigu-
ration's light. But what is this joy and thanksgiving?
One of Osip Mandelshtam’s poems, devoted to the eu-
charistic liturgy, the main service of Christian worship, 
includes this wonderful verse: “Take into your hands 
the whole world, as if it were a simple apple ...” Per-
haps here, because it is so simple and childlike, we see 
better than anywhere else the source of joy and 
thanksgiving that permeate Christian faith. In an 
apple, and in everything within the world, faith sees, 
recognizes, and accepts God's gift, filled with love, 
beauty and wisdom. Faith hears the apple and the 
world speaking of that boundless love that created the 
world and life and gave them to us as our life. The 
world itself is the fruit of God's love for humanity, and 
only through the world can human beings recognize 
God and love him in return ... And only in truly loving 
his own life, can a person thereby accept the life of the 
world as God’s gift. Our fall, our sin, is that we take 
everything for granted - and therefore everything, in-
cluding ourselves, becomes routine, depressing, and 
empty. The apple becomes just an apple. Bread is just 
bread. A human being is just a human being. We know 
their weight, their appearance, their activities, we 
know every-thing about them, but we no longer know 
them, be- cause we do not see the light that shines 
through them. The eternal task of faith and of the 
Church is to overcome this sinful, monotonous habitu-
ation; to enable us to see once again what we have for-
gotten how to see; to feel what we no longer feel; to 
experience what we are no longer capable of experi-
encing. Thus, the priest blesses the bread and wine, 
lifting them up to heaven, but faith sees the bread of 
life, it sees sacrifice and gift, it sees communion with 
life eternal.

So, on Transfiguration we bring to church apples, 
pears, grapes, vegetables, and suddenly the church it-
self is transformed anew into that mystical garden, into 
that blessed paradise where man’s life and his en-
counter with God began. And just as that first man re-
joiced and gave thanks to God as he opened his eves 
for the first time and saw this world where everything, 
by God's own word, was “very good,” so in this rite of 
blessing we see the world as if for the first time, as the 
reflection of God's wisdom and love, and we rejoice 
and give thanks. And through this joy and thanksgiv-
ing our life is purified, renewed and reborn. No, we do 
not negate the material world, as atheist propaganda 
falsely claims, nor do we repudiate it; on the contrary, 
we sanctify and bless it, for in it we joyfully and with 
thanksgiving see and feel the gift of God. “Heaven and 
earth are full of your glory,” we sing in church. The 
significance of blessing is that through it, this glory 
breaks into our drowsy consciousness, opens our ears, 
opens our eyes, and life itself be-comes praise, joy and 
thanksgiving.
But what about evil, people ask me, What about suffer- 
ing, what about death? To this we answer: if we are 
filled to the brim with this light, if we genuinely accept 
this blessing and sanctification and bring them within, 
then we ourselves become the place where the victory 
over evil begin. And death will be swallowed up in 
victory, for we live in a world where Christ lived and 
continues forever to be present. And if in everything 
and everyone in the world we see him, love him, give 
ourselves to him; if in all, we see the light of his pres-
ence, his love, and his victory - then nothing can sepa-
rate us from him.
The Church Year

Celebration of Faith Sermons, Vol. 2 SVS Press

STEWARDSHIP  
A	Defini(on	Of	Chris(an	Stewardship…	

1.	 Stewardship	is	our	ac2ve	commitment	to	use	all	our	2me,	talent	and	treasure	for	the	benefit	of	humankind	
in	grateful	acknowledgment	of	Christ's	redeeming	love.		

2.	 Stewardship	is	caring	for	the	needs	of	others.		
3.	 Stewardship	is	offering	one's	self	to	God	as	He	offered	Himself	to	us.		
4.	 Stewardship	is	what	a	person	does	aEer	saying	"I	Believe	.	.	.	",	as	proof	of	that	belief.		

5.	 Stewardship	is	learning	how	to	be	a	responsible	and	concerned	caretaker	of	Christ's	Church;	it	is	learning	
how	to	enjoy	Church	life	and	be	happy	in	Church	work,	for	in	Her	dwells	the	fullness	of	the	Spirit	of	God.		

6.	 Stewardship	is	devo2on	and	service	to	God	and	His	Church	as	persons,	as	families,	as	deaneries,	as	diocese,	
as	na2onal	Church,	and	as	the	Church	universal.
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Cul2va2ng	Purity	
By	Paul	Kappanadze	

A	cursory	look	at	the	world	today	
could	make	anyone	believe	that	
purity	is	dead.	It	is	as	if	the	beauti-
ful,	delicate	<lower	of	purity	has	
withered,	choked	and	overgrown	
by	weeds	–death	bearing	plants	
which	spread	corruption,	cruelty,	
pride,	and	perversion.	It	may	seem	
that	these	weeds	have	won,	that	
purity	is	a	distant	reality	that	will	
never	be	again.	Thankfully,	this	
pessimistic	view	is	not	true	–	puri-
ty	lives.	

We	have	only	to	look	to	the	icon	of	
the	Dormition	of	our	beloved	
Theotokos.	There,	lying	dead	on	
the	funeral	bier,	is	the	pure	Mother	
of	God,	she	who	was	and	is	a	virgin	
in	every	aspect	of	her	physical	and	
spiritual	being	–	she	who	was	so	
pure	in	the	sight	of	God	that	He	
physically	dwelt	in	her	without	de-
stroying	her.	

All	of	the	Apostles,	gathered	from	
the	corners	of	the	earth,	looked	
upon	this	pure	woman	on	her	
deathbed.	They	may	have	mourned	
the	death	of	one	so	pure,	so	distant	
from	the	evil	of	the	fallen	world,	but	
we,	with	the	Apostles,	must	realize	
the	greater	reality	that	lies	behind	
the	Mother	of	God’s	death.	The	One	
she	brought	into	our	world	de-
stroyed	death;	he	choked	and	up-
rooted	the	source	of	all	ugliness	–	
death	–	and	made	purity,	an	eternal-
ly	unfading	blossom	that	leads	to	
life,	bloom	from	His	tomb	for	all.	
This	is	why,	in	the	icon,	the	Giver	of	

life	holds	His	mother’s	child-like	
soul	in	His	arms.	

The	death	of	Jesus’	own	human	
mother,	therefore,	teaches	us	that	
purity	can	never	die,	it	can	never	be	
destroyed.	Even	when	it	seems	that	
death	and	corruption	have	tri-
umphed,	purity	remains	unharmed.	
True,	purity	is	often	buried	under	
the	weeds	of	ugliness	that	have	be-
come	so	normal	in	most	of	the	
world,	but	these	weeds	will	never	
prevail.	Purity	comes	from	the	Lord;	
it	is	the	way	of	life	of	those	who,	like	
the	saints,	are	journeying	towards	
Christ’s	Kingdom.	

As	Christians,	we	are	called	to	the	
life	of	the	Kingdom	of	Heaven	here	
and	now;	we	are	called	to	live	a	pure	
life,	cutting	back	the	weeds	in	our	
hearts,	planting	the	seeds	of	purity,	
and	watering	them	with	the	dew	of	
the	life	in	Christ	made	available	in	
the	Church.	Once	purity	takes	root	
and	supplants	the	ugly	weeds	of	
sin,	we	draw	closer	to	God	and	be-
gin	our	communion	with	Him	in	
this	life,	perhaps	making	a	small	
difference	
in	the	world	around	us	in	the	
process.	

For	those	who	tend	to	their	hearts	
and	cultivate	purity	and	all	of	the	
virtues,	death	is	not	an	end;	it	be-
comes	a	translation,	a	movement	
from	biological	life	to	greater,	truer	
life	in	the	incomprehensible	light	of	
the	Holy	Trinity.	The	most-pure	
Theotokos,	who	indeed	died	as	
every	human	does	and	will,	was	
received	into	eternity,	having	never	
let	the	weeds	of	sin	take	root	in	
herself.	She	left	this	world	that	
seems	so	hopelessly	lost	in	dark-
ness	and	ugliness	for	the	true	home	
of	every	Christian	and	every	human	
being	–	the	Kingdom	of	God	where	
purity	reigns.	

The	Mother	of	God’s	death	points	to	
the	deathless	quality	of	true	purity:	
Blessed	are	the	pure	in	heart,	for	
they	shall	see	God.	Truly,	the	
Theotokos	and	all	of	the	saints,	who	
have	cultivated	purity	in	their	earth-
ly	lives	and	teach	us	to	do	the	same,	
stand	before	God,	enjoying	the	eter-
nally	blooming	garden	of	Paradise,	
where	nothing	ugly	can	grow.

From the parish records… 
Baptism: 
Cossette Iris, daughter of Elise Bennett  
and Justin Munoz on June 12, 2016 
. 

Many Years!

Funeral: 
Bosilka (Bessie) Masich, 98, on July 18, 
2016. 

Memory Eternal!
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Parish activities... 
S.H.A.R.E.S. Cards changes:
As of April 1, Save Mart converted to eScrip for their 
non-profit fundraising program. To enroll, go to Save 
Mart’s website www.savemart.com/shares/ and select 
St. Peter Serbian Orthodox Church as your charity. You 
will have an option of a phone number, credit/debit 
card or both.  If you pay cash or by check for your gro-
ceries, you can type in your phone number or give it to 
the  cashier.    If  you  buy  your  groceries  using  credit 
cards  you  can  add  your  card  number  as  well  as  a 
phone number.  Your purchase is automatically credit-
ed  to  St.  Peter’s.   Once  you  sign  up  with  e-Scrip 
though Save  Mart  then  you are  automatically  regis-
tered  with  all  of  the  e-Scrip  participating  merchants 
and online stores.
Another way to support our 
Scholarship Fund is through Amazon Smile. Remem-
ber, always start at smile.amazon.com and Amazon 
will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible Amazon-
Smile purchases. Select “Serbian Orthodox Church of 
St Peter” as your charity.  It is very simple and easy!
Also, remember that you can donate directly to the 
Scholarship Fund at any time.  All donations are 
greatly appreciated!

2016 Scholarship Award:
Our congratulations to Gabriel Granado who was pre-
sented with a scholarship of $1000.00 at our Petrovdan 
Luncheon on Sunday, July 17.  Gabriel, the son of Olga 
Granado  and  the  late  Fernando  Granado,  recently 
graduated from Clovis West High School and will be 
attending  University  of  California  at  Santa  Cruz  in 
September.   Upon  receiving  the  scholarship  Gabriel 
thanked the parish and all those in attendance for se-
lecting him as the recipient.  He spoke of the impor-
tance of the Orthodox Christian Faith in his life and 
that  St.  Peter  Church  would  always  be  his  second 
home.  God Grant Gabriel Many Years!

Diocesan Days 2016:  
On Labor Day weekend, September 2 – 4, the annual 
Diocesan  Days  gathering  will  take  place  at  St.  Sava 
Mission in Jackson CA.  All of the clergy and faithful 
from the parishes throughout our Western American 
Diocese  at  the  invitation  of  our  Bishop Maxim,  will 
come  together  to  share  in  worship,  fellowship  and 
spiritual enrichment.   The parishes in Northern Cali-

fornia  have been assigned to  prepare  the  meals  and 
provide workers for the event.  Our parish will be re-
sponsible for the dinner on Friday and your help will 
be needed.   Please see the flyers for the schedule of 
events and the hotel accommodations on the following 
page of this issue.  Plan to attend and help us out!

August Holy Days:
The  Dormition  Fast  begins  on  August  14.  It  always 
lasts  two weeks,  in  preparation  for  the  Feast  of  the 
Dormition (Falling–Asleep)  of  the  Theotokos on Au-
gust  28.  To  benefit  spiritually  during  this  time,  our 
thoughts  and activities  are  best  focused on  spiritual 
things: prayer, fasting almsgiving and scripture read-
ing.  

In order to honor the Theotokos, the Paraklesis (Small 
Supplicatory Canon) will be served on August 17 and 
24 at 7:00 p.m.. You are invited to bring a list of names 
of  loved ones  and the  sick  and suffering  for  prayer 
during this Service to the Theotokos.

We celebrate the Transfiguration of the Lord  on Au-
gust 19. On Thursday, August 18 at 5:30 p.m. we will 
serve the Vesperal Liturgy for the feast followed by the 
blessing  of  grapes  and fruit.  We remember  how the 
Lord took three of his disciples, Peter, James and John, 
up to Mount Tabor. There he was transfigured, reveal-
ing his divine glory to them as far as they could bear it. 
Come and celebrate this great feast!

We will  celebrate the Dormition (Falling–Asleep) of 
the Theotokos and Ever–Virgin Mary on Sunday, Au-
gust 28.  We will also honor the feast with the tradi-
tional blessing of flowers and herbs at the end of the 
Liturgy. Parishioners are welcome to bring flowers and 
herbs from their yards or gardens to be blessed.  The 
Dormition is a foretaste of the universal hope of life 
following  death.  In  the  feast’s  icon  we  see  the 
Theotokos laid out upon her funeral bier, with her Son 
carrying her  up to  heaven,  as  a  new-born babe.  We 
glorify her, and pray that, on the last day, all of us may 
be carried into new life!
Blessing of the Academic School Year:
On Sunday, August 14 we will have a special service of 
blessing  for  all  parish  educators,  administrators  and 
students for the start of the school year.  This will take 
place  at  the  end  of  the  Liturgy.   Praying  for  God’s 
guidance and blessings on our teachers and students 
during  these  very  difficult  and  challenging  times 
should be a priority for us all.  Plan to be there and join 
us in prayer!

M E S S E N G E R
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B U L L E T I N  B O A R D

Let There Be Light!
by Alisa Rakich Brooks 
Series: Christian inspiration for youth series; No. 1. 
Summary: When Mila’s mother reads to her from the book of 
Genesis, “Then God said, Let there be Light,” Mila asks her 
“What IS light?” Mila and her mother then perform a scientif-
ic experiment using prisms, from which Mila learns that 
white sunlight is made up of all the colors of the rainbow. 
Having learned about light, colors, sunbeams, and rainbows, 
Mila gives glory and thanks to God for the wonders of His 
creation. 
Illustrated by R. E. Bursik   Price: $15.00 
Order at http://www.westsrbdio.org/en/sebastian-press/item/
386-let-there-be-light

Congratulations to our parishioner Alisa Rakich Brooks on her 
newly published and released children’s book!  This is a first in a 
series which will be published by Sebastian Press and can be 
ordered at the link below.

http://www.westsrbdio.org/en/sebastian-press/item/386-let-there-be-light
http://www.westsrbdio.org/en/sebastian-press/item/386-let-there-be-light
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Alsobrook, Scott/Katherine
Angelich, Olga
Bahn, Marilyn
Baziuk, John/Suzanna
Brickey, Gabe/Mika
Brooks, Alisa Rakich
Bukilica, Sally
Bundros, Christopher/Shirley
Byers, Andrew/Kristina
Cantu, Bert/Patti
Castro, Mike/Annabelle
Castro, Rebecca
Chaplain, Maura
Chern, Oleg/Elena
Chrisman, George/Diane
Christensen, Eleanor
Clemensen, Wayne/Lisa
Coffeen, Vera
Contreras, Alexander/Francine
Cucuk, Barbara
Cucuk, Bill
Darling, Lee
DeYoung, J. Ryan/Carrie
Dobrinen, Elizabeth
Dublin, Antonina
Duran, Earnest/Cheryl
Duran, Jesus/Yvonne
Epperson, Jason/Lamia
Foley, Jack/Heidi
Forhan, Phil/Bryn
Gligich, Fr. George/Elena
Granado, Olga

Gruich, Gregory
Hart, Jonathan/Deborah
Isaak, Tamara
Jurkovich, Michael/Jeanette
Keves, Laszlo/Valentyna
Klingel, Friedhelm/Tatiana
Kojovich, Helen
Livanis, Peter
Marinovich, Branko
Marinovich, John/Nancy
Matthews, Dn. Brad/Peggy
May, Lyudmyla
McAtee, Randy/Janice
Milinich, Barbara
Miller, Eric/Yoly
Milovich, Robert
Milutinovich, George/Cathy
Myovich, Kyle/Niki
Naden, Vera
Olivo, Anthony/Cicily
Oxford, Tom/Lynn
Pavic, Dejan
Pavlovich, George
Penny, Tim/Nancy
Pestich Smith, Angela
Pestorich, John/Charlene
Pestorich, John/Staci
Pestorich, Matthew
Pestorich, Mike/Dona
Pestorich, Vera/Larry
Petrosian, John/Liza
Popov, Marina

Poulsen, Christian/Natalie
Poznanovich, Momirka
Radich, Ned/Kathy
Radoicich, Frances
Radojkovich, Nada
Radovich, Savo/Milka
Rios, Oscar
Romanenko, Andrej/Carolyn
Scamagas, Peter/Katina
Shultz, Norm
Sidel, Natalie
Sidel, Sandra
Skochko, Steve/Allison
Smirnov, Nicholas/Gayle
Smith, Cassidy
Smith, Terrance/Stacy (Batrich)
Spadier, Darinka
Spadier, Dushan/Juliana
Spolsdoff, James/Ala
Spolsdoff, Allison
Spolsdoff, Katherine
Stijovic, Mima
Tarailo, Ron/Radmila
Tarailo, Zorka
Vodak, Gary/Jamie
Vucovich, Stephen/Kelly
Vukajlovic, Larry
Vukajlovic, Mark/Cristina
Ward, Jim/Svetlana
Woolley, James/Marjorie
Zenovich, Vera

Stewardship 2016 Join our growing list of Stewards for 2016!  If you have not 
received our stewardship appeal for the coming year, 
please contact the church office at stpeter@me.com.

August Altar Schedule: Epistle Readers Schedule:

August 7 Joseph Alsobrook
August 14 Jonathan Hart
August 21 Lazarus McAtee 
August 28 Joseph Alsobrook

Team 1
August 14 & 28
Braeden Epperson
Mason Epperson
Joseph Hart
Michael Work
Justus Alfaro

Team 2
August 7 & 21
Luke Alsobrook
Caleb Alsobrook
Lance Vukajović
Nickolas Vukajlović
Josiah Alfaro
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Parish Directory

Contact Information: 

Phone:  (559) 227-5565 
Email: stpeter@me.com 
Website: www.stpeterfresno.com 

Parish Clergy: 
V. Rev. George Gligich  (559) 696-7015

Protodeacon Brad Matthews (Retired) 

Choir Director: 
Peggy Matthews  (559) 960-2151


Worship Services: 

Saturday Vespers at 5:00 p.m.
Confessions on Saturdays after vespers or 
during the week by appointment.

Sunday Liturgy at 9:30 a.m.
Church School on Sundays from Sep-
tember through May following Holy 
Communion.

Weeknight Vespers at 
7:00 p.m.

Weekday Liturgy (Holy Days) 
at 9:00 a.m.

C A L E N D A R

Liturgy 9:30a

Liturgy 9:30 a.m.

Blessing of teachers & 

students.

Parish Council mtg. 12:30p

Liturgy 9:30a

Liturgy 9:30 a.m.

Blessing of 

flowers 

& herbs

No Vespers

Vespers & confession  

5:00p

Vespers & confession 

5:00p

Vespers & confession 

5:00p

6th Hour Prayers at Noon

6th Hour Prayers at Noon

6th Hour Prayers at Noon

Paraklesis 7:00 p.m.

6th Hour Prayers at Noon

Paraklesis 7:00 p.m.

Vesperal Liturgy 5:30p

Blessing of Grapes & Fruit

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

313029

272625242322

201918171615

1312111098

654321

7

14

21

28 DORMITION

Dormition Fast 
begins!

TRANSFIGURATION

mailto:stpeter@me.com
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