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Monthly Newsletter of St. Peter the Apostle Church. Fresno California
The Dormition of the
Theotokos

Saving Mary
Fr. Stephen Freeman

By St. John of Kronstadt

Parish Activities…
Amazon Smile, Serb
Fest …

Issue No. 8 / Vol. 30 / August 2017
Bulletin Board…
Petrovdan 2017…

Stewardship 2017

August Calendar
Sat
Fri

Stewardship Sunday for
2017 on November 13...

Thu
Wed
Tue

Weekend
Diocese Days
Alhambra
Cathedral in
St. Steven's

Labor Day

5

- Noon
6th Hour Prayers
PM
Vespers 7:00

of
Beheading
St. John

11

AM
Liturgy - 10:00
registration!
Church School
- Noon
Church Meeting

18

Opening Day!
Church School

25
10:00 AM
Liturgy / C.S.
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ON THE DORMITION OF
THE THEOTOKOS
by Saint John of Kronstadt
“Magnify O my soul, the honorable
Translation of the Mother of God from
earth to heaven.”
(Refrain for the 9th Ode of the Canon)
Let us be happy, beloved brothers and
sisters that we belong to the Holy Orthodox Church, worthily and rightly
glorifying the Most Holy Sovereign
Theotokos on this eminent day out of
all the days of the year with special
solemnity. There exists on earth many
societies and entire governments that
do not consider the need nor the
obligation to call upon and glorify the
Queen of heaven and earth, the Mother
of Our Divine Lord Jesus Christ, and
other saints and angels; to submissively serve Her lovingly, as the true Mother of God. Sadly in Russia nowadays
we have heretics (among us) who actively dishonor the Mother of God, the
saints, their icons, their relics and
their festivals. O, if only they also
unanimously with us gloriKied the
worthy Queen of heaven and earth!
August 2017
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Training
Altar Servers
PM
Session at 3:45
PM
Vespers 5:00

Liturgy 9:00 AM

- Noon
VBS 9:00 AM
PM
Vespers 7:00

19

26
PM
Vespers 7:00

21

20
PM
Vespers 7:00

27

of
Elevation
the Cross

Liturgy 9:00 AM

the
Nativity of
Theotokos

17

16

15

14

13

12

22

No Vespers

23

24
PM
Vespers 5:00

Liturgy 9:00 AM

10:00 AM
Liturgy / C.S.
for
40 Day Memorial
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10

9

8

7

6

No Liturgy

gDebra Lombard
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1

Mon
Sun

4

28

29

30

- Noon
6th Hour Prayers
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Today the Holy Church solemnly gloriKies the honorable
Dormition or translation of the Mother of God from earth
to heaven. A wonderful translation—she died without serious illness, peacefully. Her soul is taken up in the divine
hands of Her Son and carried up into the heavenly abode,
accompanied by the sweet singing of angels. And then, the
apostles transfer her most pure body to Gethsemane
where it is honorably buried, and on the third day it is
resurrected and taken up to heaven. You see this on the
icon of the Dormition of the
Theotokos. On it is represented
the life-bearing body of the
Theotokos laying on a bier, surrounded by the apostles and hierarchs, and in the center of the icon
the Lord holding in His hands the
most pure soul of the Theotokos.
The translation of the Mother of
God is a paradigm of the translation in general of the souls of
Christians to the other world.
We say that our dead have “fallen
asleep” or “passed away.” What
does this mean? This means that
for the true Christian there is no
death. Christ conquered death on
the cross. But there is a translation, i.e., a rearrangement of his
condition, i.e. his soul is in another
place, in another age, in another
world beyond the grave, eternal,
without end, that is what is meant
by “falling asleep”. It is as if it were
a temporary dream after which,
by the voice of the Lord and the
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fearful yet wonderful trumpet of the Archangel, all the
dead shall live and come forth each to his place: either to
the resurrection of life or to the resurrection of condemnation (John 5:29). This is what the Christian means by
translation. We should be ready for this translation, for
the day of the general resurrection and judgment, for this
indescribable world event, recorded in the Holy Scriptures.
This preparation for the meeting of the heavenly King before the dread judgment seat, after death, is essentially the
person’s preparation throughout the whole of his life. This
preparation means a change in all his thoughts, and the
moral change of all his being, so that the whole man would
be pure and white as snow, washing clean everything that
deKiles the body and spirit, so that he is adorned with
every virtue: repentance, meekness, humility, gentleness,
simplicity, chastity, mercifulness, abstention, spiritual contemplation, and burning love for God and neighbor.
Our preparation for meeting the heavenly King, and for
the inheritance of eternal life in heaven, should consist of

Saving
Mary
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these things. The heavenly King desires souls adorned
with immutable virtue, souls prepared so that the Very
Lord Himself could abide in them. Do not marvel that the
Very Lord wants to live in us. In fact the human soul is
more spacious than the heavens and the earth, for it exists
in the image of God. And if one removes sins from the soul,
the Lord of all will settle in it and will Kill it with Himself.
“We will come to him and make our dwelling with
him” (John 14:23), says the Lord about the souls who love
Him.
And so, ye participants in the Christian feasts, and especially the present feast of the Dormition of the Mother of
God, ye who are brightly adorned with every virtue and
translated to the heavenly kingdom, to Her Son and God,
proclaim to each and every one about preparing their
souls to be the dwelling place of the Lord, about continual
repentance, and about the incorruptible adornment of
Christian virtue. Let your death also be unashamed and
peaceful, serving as the pledge of a good answer at the
dread judgment seat of Christ. Amen.

I didn’t get into this mess by myself.
I mean to say that the whole mess of
my sin and the brokenness of my
existence is not entirely my fault.
Each of us bears responsibility – but
none of us got here by ourselves. We

did not enter an innocent world.
Born into pain and pleasure, the
passions quickly become my companion, even in childhood. We are
nurtured and raised by broken men
and women, even at their best. Thus,
my sins will not be original with me,
but will often represent the collective legacy of a broken humanity.
My salvation, like my sin, is never
mine alone.

Fr. Stephen Freeman

“Most Holy Theotokos, save us!”
At these words, heard frequently in
an Orthodox service, Protestant visitors often have fear and trembling in
their limbs. “How can this not be
idolatry?” they wonder. “How can a
mere human being save me? They
are worshiping Mary!”

God’s work for our salvation did not
avoid the collective quality of our
existence. He did not descend among
us at a distance nor come to us in a
world apart. He took Klesh of the Virgin Mary and was made man. The
Klesh of the God/Man, Jesus Christ, is
thus always Mary-Klesh. There is no
incarnate Son of God who is not also
the incarnate Son of Mary.

The language of Mary’s role in the
life of salvation is certainly scandalous. But the reaction reveals not
the error and idolatry of the Orthodox, but the great gulf that separates
contemporary Christianity from the
classical Christianity of the ancient
world. For the language is not idolatrous – but rather a careful theological expression of the Christian doctrine of salvation.
No one is saved alone.

This has always been the way of
things—it is the “Biblical” point-ofview. The people of God are called by
name—by a man’s name— “Israel.”
Spiritually, we are Israel’s collective
offspring. The naming of Israel reveals how God Himself sees us and
calls us. He sees not only me, but
Israel as well—from the dusty old
desert conniver and wrestler Jacob,
whose name was changed to Israel,

"
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are the children and offspring of
sinners. We enter a broken world.
Even the ugly mess of contemporary
Christian disunity is not of our making. Regardless of how innocent I
may enter the world (Orthodoxy
holds that we are, by nature, good), I

August 2017
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to every mother’s son who called on
God in faith. We are Israel.
And in Christ, we become MaryKlesh. “Whosoever eats my Klesh and
drinks my blood, abides in me and I
in Him.” Christ’s Klesh becomes our
Klesh, his blood becomes our blood.
Bone of His bone and Klesh of His
Klesh, we share in the cup of the
marriage banquet.
The collective nature of traditional
Christian prayers, Orthodox prayers,
illustrates quality of salvation as
communion. The Church is not
scandalized when it prays “Most
Holy Theotokos save us!” Just as the
people of Canaan were not scandalized when they appealed to Mary for
help in a wedding banquet gone
awry. The only word spoken to
Christ at that banquet was from His
mother, “They have no wine.” His
answer (often badly translated) is
very intimate, “Woman, what is this
between you and me? My time isn’t
here yet.” But at her direction, “Do
whatever he tells you,” the wedding
feast arrives.
At such an occasion it was right to
say, “Most Holy Theotokos, save us!”
The words “save us,” have become,
in contemporary Christian speech,
synonymous with the whole plan of
salvation accomplished in the death
and resurrection of Christ. But modern Christians did not invent Christian speech—they have only altered
it. The language of Orthodoxy is the
ancient language of the Church. The
cry: “Most Holy Theotokos, save us!”
has always meant, “Help us!” and
nothing more. And help us, she has,
and does.
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The confusion between prayer and
worship is itself worth noting. The
word “pray” is by no means a “worship” word. It has become so only
because of evolution within the English language. The older English
phrase, “I pray thee, sir…” never
meant more than a polite way of saying, “Please…” The word to pray
means to ask—nothing more and
nothing less. We pray to God, because we ask God. But I ask you for a
drink of water, I am praying as well.
And regardless of how good your
water might be, I have no intention
of offering you worship in exchange
for it.
We are not saved alone. We still feast
on Mary-Klesh and partake of a banquet provided by her Son at her request. And we still do well to obey
her simple command, “Do whatever
He tells you.”
Of course, it is possible for Christians to pray without making mention of Mary. It was always possible
for Israel to bear another name and
to speak to God by something other
than “the God of Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob.” But we have not been taught
in such a manner. The radical individualism of modern Christianity
distorts the account of our salvation.
It Klees from Mary when it should
run to her.
In the parable of the Rich Man and
Lazarus, Christ offers a very different picture. Heaven itself, Paradise,
is described as “Abraham’s bosom,”
and is pictured as nothing less than
feasting, laying on the breast of
Abraham (much like St. John did on

the breast of Christ at the Last Supper – it is the most intimate position
at a feast). And though the topic of
conversation from the Rich Man
(who has been cast into Hades and is
torment) is everlasting life and relief
from the torment of his position, his
“prayer” is directed to Abraham.
Nowhere in the story does Christ
suggest that such a scene is marred
by the content or object of the Rich
Man’s prayer. He offers the story in a
manner that can only suggest that
His hearers are not in the least confused. Jewish sensibilities seemed
quite accustomed to such an image.
It is contemporary Christianity that
has lost this sensibility. Orthodoxy
did not add something that was not
already present. It’s prayers, quite
ancient, are a living representative
of the ancient sense of salvation. The
oldest known record of a hymn to
Mary is a papyrus fragment that
dates to around 250 a.d. Its existence has to be taken as evidence
not of its being written in 250 a.d.,
but written and circulated widely
enough to have offered even the
chance of such a scrap being found.
It words are still a popular hymn
within the Orthodox and Catholic
Churches.
Beneath your compassion,
We take refuge, O Theotokos:
do not despise our petitions in time of
trouble:
but rescue us from dangers,
only pure, only blessed one.
Why should the Orthodox apologize
for praying in the words of the fathers?

During the holy days of the Dormition Fast (from August 14 – 28) we will serve the Paraklesis (Small
Supplicatory Canon to the Theotokos) on Wednesday, August 16 & 23 at 7:00 p.m. Please come with a
list of names (living) for those who need prayers. On Dormition itself we will have Vespers on August
27 at 7:00 p.m. and the Divine Liturgy on August 28 at 9:00 a.m.

From the parish records…
Funeral:

Memory Eternal!

JoAnn Pavlovich Keel, 64 on July 17, 2017.
August 2017
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Parish activities...
S.H.A.R.E.S. Cards changes:
Last year, Save Mart converted to eScrip for their nonprofit fundraising program. To enroll, go to Save
Mart’s website www.savemart.com/shares/ and select
St. Peter Serbian Orthodox Church as your charity. You
will have an option of a phone number, credit/debit
card or both. If you pay cash or by check for your groceries, you can type in your phone number or give it to
the cashier. If you buy your groceries using credit
cards you can add your card number as well as a
phone number. Your purchase is automatically credited to St. Peter’s. Once you sign up with e-Scrip
though Save Mart then you are automatically registered with all of the e-Scrip participating merchants
and online stores.
Another way to support
our Scholarship Fund is
through Amazon Smile. Remember, always start at smile.amazon.com and Ama-
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zon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases. Select “Serbian Orthodox Church
of St Peter” as your charity. It is very simple and easy!
Also, remember that you can donate directly to the
Scholarship Fund at any time. All donations are
greatly appreciated!

Summer Pledges:
As many parishioners take their vacations, we ask
everyone to maintain their pledge payments and
weekly offerings as the summer months tend to be a
little lean and our utility bills increase due to the extreme heat.

Parish Website:
Miss church one Sunday? Did you know that we post
the weekly bulletin on the web? Simply go to
www.stpeterfresno.com and view the bulletin at home.

Serb Fest 2017 Financial Report:
Total Income
$32,023.54
Total Expenses
- $15,687.22
Net Income
$16,336.32

😀

Vacation Bible School - July 10 to 14

"
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Petrovdan 2017
St. Peter the Apostle parish’s 66th annual commemoration of Ss. Peter and Paul (Petrovdan) was held on Sunday, July 9. This day, at which we gather to honor our patron saint, is always a day of great joy.
On this very warm summer day here in the heart of
California’s Central Valley, we gathered as a Eucharistic
parish community which has been mystically identiKied
with Ss. Peter & Paul—through Christ—to speciKically ask
them to intercede in our behalf, and to glorify God “who
is wonderful in His saints.” Our beloved Bishop Maxim
was greeted at the entrance of the parish temple by the
parish rector Protopresbyter Stavrophor George Gligich,
visiting priest Father John Mikitish, from New Haven, CT.
and Deacon Joseph Wesseler, a recent graduate from St.
Vladimir’s Seminary. Deacon Joseph, who was from our
St. Peter parish, was ordained at the Seminary by His
Grace Bishop Irinej of Eastern America, with the blessing
of Bishop Maxim on Holy Thursday. This was Bishop
Maxim’s Kirst opportunity to celebrate the Hierarchical

Joining us for the Slava banquet in the parish hall
were Father Jim and Presvytera Donna Pappas from the
neighboring St. George Greek Orthodox Church. They are
also godparents for the Epperson children, our Slava Kumovi. During the banquet the Parish Council presented
the Epperson Family with an Icon the Holy Apostle Peter
for their many years of service to the parish. Jason and
Lamia expressed their gratitude for being honored, the
blessing it has been to work with the many children in
our church school for over twenty years, and the love that
they had for each and every parishioner.
During the banquet, Maria Briggs, a professor of
voice at California State University at Fresno presented a
concert of various Russian songs, while also beautifully
playing the piano. At the conclusion of the banquet the
St. Peter Youth Scholarship in the amount of $1000 was
presented by Andrej Romanenko to graduating High
School Senior Faith Bundros. Faith is the daughter of

Liturgy with his newest deacon.
Led by the altar servers into the temple, His Grace
was greeted with the singing of “It is Truly Meet...” by the
parish Youth Choir under the direction of Maria Briggs.
The Youth Choir and St. Peter’s Choir (directed by
Djakonitsa Peggy Matthews) sang antiphonally throughout the Liturgy adding to the joy of our Eucharistic gathering. At the conclusion of the Liturgy the Litya procession around the church with the reading of the Gospel
and sanctiKication with Holy Water took place. Upon
reentering the temple the Slava Bread and Wheat were
blessed. This year the Kumovi for the Slava were the Epperson Family, Jason and Lamia together with their children Braeden, Mason and Leila.
At the conclusion of the Liturgy His Grace warmly
and lovingly greeted Father George and all of the faithful
on the celebration of our Slava and the joy that he was
Killed with on being able to share this day with us. Father
George welcomed His Grace expressing the blessing of
having our beloved archpastor once again in our midst.
August 2017

parishioners Christopher and Shirley Bundros. She had
numerous academic honors from Clovis High School as
well as outstanding participation in the activities and
worship of our parish community.
The banquet was prepared by Ernie and Cheryl Duran and their dedicated committee and we our grateful to
them. This was truly a special day in the life of our

parish community. We thank God and through the
intercessions of the Holy Apostles for His continued
mercy and love for our parish!
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Stewardship 2017
Alsobrook, Scott/Katherine
Bahn, Marilyn
Baziuk, John/Suzanna
Brickey, Gabe/Mika
Brooks, Alisa Rakich
Bukilica, Sally
Bundros, Christopher/Shirley
Cantu, Bert /Patti
Castro, Mike/Annabelle
Chaplain, Maura
Chern, Oleg/Elena
Chrisman, George/Diane
Christensen, Eleanor
Clemensen, Wayne/Lisa
Coffeen, Vera
Contreras, Alexander/Francine
Cucuk, Barbara
Dakovich, Dan
Darling, Lee
DeYoung, Ryan/Carrie
Dublin, Antonina
Duran, Ernie/Cheryl
Duran, Jesus/Yvonne
Epperson, Jason/Lamia
Foley, Jack/Heidi
Forhan, Philip/Bryn
Gligich, Daniel
Gligich, Fr. George/Elena
Granado, Olga
Hart, Jonathan/Deborah
Hatler, Charyce
Keves, Laszlo/Valentyna
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Become a Steward of St. Peter’s and submit your
new Pledge Card!

Klingel, Friedhelm/Tatiana
Kojovich, Helen
Kornaros, Steven/Tara
Kril, Maria
Livanis, Peter
Lobkowski, Vladimir/Darlene
Marinovich, John/Nancy
Matthews, Dn. Brad/Peggy
May, Lyudmyla
McAtee, Randy/Janice
Mikitish, Anne
Milinich, Barbara
Miller, Eric/Yoly
Milovich, Robert
Myovich, Kyle/Niki
Naden, Vera
Oxford, Tom/Lynn
Pavic, Dejan
Pavlovich, George
Penny, Tim/Nancy
Pestich Smith, Angela
Pestorich, John/Charlene
Pestorich, John/Staci
Pestorich, Mark/Kristen
Pestorich, Mike/Dona
Pestorich, Vera/Larry
Petrosian, John/Liza
Popov, Marina
Poulsen, Christian/Natalie
Poznanovich, Momirka
Poznanovich, Selma
Radich, Ned/Kathy

July Altar Servers, Epistle Readers and
Tutors Schedule:
Team 1
August 6 & 20
Braeden Epperson
Mason Epperson
Joseph Hart
Michael Work
Justus Alfaro
Isaac Byers

S

Team 2
August 13 & 27
Luke Alsobrook
Caleb Alsobrook
Lance Vukajović
Nickolas Vukajlović
Lukas Jennings
Patrick Jennings

Radoicich, Frances
Radojkovich, Nada
Radovich, Savo/Milka
Righetti, Marc/Jenny
Ristic, Branka
Romanenko, Andrej/Carolyn
Rowe, Rebecca
Scamagas, Peter/Katina
Shultz, Norman
Sidel, Natalie
Sidel, Sandra
Skochko, Steve/Allison
Smith, Cassidy
Smith, Terrence/Stacy
Spadier, Darinka
Spadier, Dushan/Juliana
Spolsdoff, James/Ala
Spolsdoff, Allison
Spolsdoff, Katherine
Stijovic, Mima
Tarailo, Ron/Radmila
Tarailo, Zorka
Urdesich, Jeff
Vucovich, Stephen/Kelly
Vukajlovic, Mark/Cristina
Vukajlovic, Mike
Ward, Jim/Svetlana
Wisar, David/Jenna
Woolley, James/Marjorie
Woolsey, Kathryn
Zenovich, Vera

Epistle:
August 6
August 13
August 20
August 27

Joseph Alsobrook
Jonathan Hart
Lazarus McAtee
Joseph Alsobrook

Tutors:
August 6
August 13
August 20
August 27

Andrej Romanenko / Tim Penny
Jonathan Hart / Natalie Sidel
Jim Ward / Vera Naden
Andrej Romanenko / Tim Penny

August 2017
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Thursday

3

Friday

4

Saturday

5
Vespers at 5:00 p.m.

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

Divine Liturgy 9:30 a.m.

Vespers 5:00 p.m.

Memorial for Debra
Lombard and Georgia
Cucuk

13

14

15

Divine Liturgy 9:30

Dormition Fast

Blessing of Teachers &

begins!

Transfiguration

16

17

18

19

Paraklesis 7:00 p.m.

Men’s Club 6:00 p.m.

Vespers 7:00 p.m.

Liturgy 9:00 a.m. / Blessing
of grapes and fruit.

Students

Vespers 5:00p

Parish Council 12:30 p.m.

20

21

22

Divine Liturgy 9:30 a.m.

23

24

Paraklesis 7:00 p.m.

25

26
Vespers 5:00p

Church School staff
meeting 12:30p

St. George's Greek Fest

27

28

Divine Liturgy 9:30 a.m.

Liturgy 9:00 a.m. / Blessing

Dormition

29

30

31

of flowers & herbs
Great Vespers 7:00 p.m.

Parish Directory

Circle of Sisters:

Contact Information:

Men’s Club:

Phone: (559) 227-5565
Email: stpeter@me.com
Website: www.stpeterfresno.com

Jonathan Hart (559 447-3079

Parish Clergy:
V. Rev. George Gligich (559) 696-7015
Protodeacon Brad Matthews (Retired)
Deacon Joseph Wesseler (559) 936-6838

Choir Director:
Peggy Matthews (559) 960-2151

Parish Council:
Anthony Olivo (559) 360-7115

Church School:
Lamia Epperson (559) 430-9186
August 2017

Shirley Bundros (559) 940-9216

Worship Services:
Saturday Vespers at 5:00 p.m.
Confessions on Saturdays after vespers or
during the week by appointment.
Sunday Liturgy at 9:30 a.m.
Church School on Sundays from September
through May following Holy Communion.
Weeknight Vespers at 7:00 p.m.
Weekday Liturgy (Holy Days)
at 9:00 a.m.
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St. Peter Serbian Orthodox Church
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Fresno, CA 93726-6802
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New frescos on the north alcove:

New frescos on the south alcove:

The Crucifixion and Resurrection of our Lord

The Nativity and Baptism of our Lord

