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Because of 
Forgiveness 
& Joy

 by Catie Golitzin

I started my sophomore 
year of college walking 
away from Church.  I had 
grown up in an Orthodox 
home and had had what 
might be called a “solid Or-
thodox formation”:  but at 
this point in my life, 
something—read:  my own 
pride—had kept me from 
knowing, and remember-
ing, who Christ was and is.  
A year of college classes 
had encouraged me to question the ideas of God 
I had grown up with, which was problematic be-
cause in my mind at that time, Christ was only a 
subject of icons and hymnography.  I didn’t 
really know what our faith had to offer.

With self-satisfaction, I asked myself why such 

“stifling” rules were needed:  prayer from a 
fixed rule morning and night, fasting at certain 
times, awkward Confessions… However, I see 
now that I wasn’t pushing away the real Christ 
and His Church—I was wrestling with false rep-
resentations of them that had taken root within 
me and blocked me from understanding Christ’s 
true command, to love God and neighbor, and 

the Church’s true 
mission, to be-
come transformed 
in Christ’s love 
and to make God 
known in the 
world.  I had 
somehow lost the 
God-centered joy 
of the true Ortho-
dox Christian way 
of life, which Fa-
ther Alexander 
Schmemann de-
scribed as seeing 
the world “shot 
through with the 

presence of God” (For the Life of the World, 16).

Thank God, this hellish period did not last too 
long and I began to rediscover the beauty of 
“the faith of our fathers” and the truth about 
human life and reality it holds.  Through partici-
pating in the life of the Church, I have been able 
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to come to know Christ more fully and grow to 
be part of His Body, the Church He established 
on earth.  Most significantly for me, I have 
been able to experience compassion, forgive-
ness, and joy—and that is what keeps me com-
ing back.

Something I had not been able to understand in 
my state of rebellion is that Christ said, “I have 
come not to call the righteous, but sinners to 
repentance” (Luke 5:32).  In other words, 
Christ seeks out the sinner—that is, the one 
most in need of His saving power—out of com-
passion, instead of simply desiring that we fol-
low “His” rules.  All the “rules” that had been a 
stumbling block to me before, I realized, are 
really tools (or perhaps not just tools, but signs 
and instances of God’s presence on earth) that 
have been sanctified and passed down for our 
benefit, so that we can come to know and love 
God more fully and live a life pleasing to Him.  
In this perspective, God’s compassion and love 
for us are evident, as the joy that is the natural 
product of a life pleasing to Him flows into our 
lives and our relationships.

What keeps me coming back is, to use some-
what ill-fitting terms, both the “objective” 
knowledge of Christ’s presence and the “sub-
jective” knowledge of His love.  Once, not too 
long ago, I was awaiting Confession, hoping in 
forgiveness and healing in Christ but without a 
clear idea of what that would actually be like.  
Yet through the revelation of my sinful thoughts 
and actions and the priest’s counsel, I experi-
enced a sense of true clarity, which convinced 
me that the vast majority of concerns—per-
sonal, philosophical, political, even relig-
ious—that had been occupying my mind were 
of absolutely no importance.  They all drifted 
away in the greatness of a tiny glimpse of God’s 
presence and peace.  Similarly, the fact that I 
can go to my icon corner every evening and 
morning and speak to our Lord is a huge source 
of strength and comfort to me.  (Something I 
wish I had realized before:  the fact that these 
holy prayers are passed down from men and 
women who have come before us, and are not 
my own words, only strengthens the power of 
prayer.)  Unlike any merely human friend, men-
tor or relative, Christ never turns away from 
us—like the icons in church—and is always 
ready to welcome us back, if only we will return 
to Him.

This constancy is also reflected in God’s eternal 
moral law, which is desperately needed in our 
times in which we can be all too easily per-
suaded, as I was, that there is no God and that 
Christianity is for the naïve.  It is so easy to 
lose Christ’s essential teaching to love one an-
other and revert to the pagan (in the literal, 
historical sense) ethos of self-preservation, or 
concern only for oneself and not for others.  
Christ teaches us how we must live our lives:  
to be mindful of Him, to be mindful of the 
other—our neighbor and our enemy alike—and 
to live holy and pure lives so that we do not fall 
into delusion or sickness of any kind.  “The Or-
der of the Divine mind, embodied in the Divine 
Law, is beautiful” (C.S. Lewis, Meditations on 
the Psalms, 59), and I am attracted to this con-
stancy and reality in the tumultuous and con-
fusing world we live in.  In the same way, regu-
larly going to Confession and receiving Com-
munion are a way for me to commune with God 
the Father, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit, and 
gain supernatural strength and joy.  This prac-
tice also allows me to know myself better, reor-
der my priorities, and partake of the source of 
life—which is what makes life truly worth living.

Yet the “subjective” knowledge of Christ’s love 
and tender compassion for us is beautiful and 
joyful beyond words.  The knowledge of my 
own sinfulness and imperfection that it implies 
only reinforces this knowledge.  Knowledge of 
Christ’s love releases me from the pride of per-
fectionism—and every other form pride takes—
and puts things in perspective.  It feels like a 
cold glass of water to my weary soul.  This is 
what keeps me coming back:  illuminating, in-
vincible joy.  This joy is reflective of the natural 
joy of human friendships and love, but magni-
fied because in Church, joy is seen at its sour-
ce!  The world needs joy, more than anything, 
and Christian joy “has a transforming power, 
the only really transforming power in this 
world” (For the Life of the World, 55).  As am-
bassadors of Christ, we are to cultivate this 
light within ourselves and carry it into 
darkness.  We are to be witnesses to His Resur-
rection and transformative love.

Compassion, joy, forgiveness, grace:  this is 
what our Church offers to anyone who will re-
pent, or in other words, admit that they don’t 
know everything and are in need of healing.  
What else in life is worthwhile?
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The Feast 
of Ss. Peter 
& Paul

It was a very beautiful and quite 
hot morning on July 13, 2014 in 
the Great Central Valley when His 
Grace, Bishop Maxim, arrived at 
St. Peter the Apostle Church in 
Fresno, California.  The bells were 
ringing, the altar boys were smil-
ing, and the choir was singing as 
the parish clergy greeted His 
Grace.    Father George Gligich 
held the gospel with Deacon John 
Davis censing as the procession 
moved through the center of the 
church surrounded by a large, en-
thusiastic, and overjoyed crowd 
consisting of both regular parish-
ioners and visitors.    Our dear 
Bishop venerated the most holy 
relics of St. Peter and St. Paul, 
which were present thanks to the 
goodness of Father Gustavo 
Lopez of San Joachim Catholic 
Church in Madera, who brought 
them and stayed for Liturgy in 
honor of our church’s feast day.  
The entrance and vesting prayers 
preceded a blessing from His 
Grace and the beginning of the 

Divine Liturgy.    From the first to 
the concluding prayer, our be-
loved Bishop presided over a Lit-
urgy full of the beauty, power, and 
grace of God apparent to all and 
made possible only by the pres-
ence of the Holy Spirit.  

Following the reading of the Gos-
pel, His Grace gave a sermon that 
reached the minds and hearts of 
all who had ears to listen.    He 
brought to light for all of the faith-
ful that our actions in this world 
will always affect the rest of the 
word, both material and spiritual.  
We must choose what is right in 
God’s eyes yet never despair 
when confronted by evil, for all 
evil flees in the presence of our 
Lord.  Moreover, Christ’s redemp-
tion works in both this world and 
the spiritual world simultane-
ously and inseparably. To fulfill 
time in history means to confront 
evil and the divisive powers, 
which call for the postponement 
of the End. The demons ask Jesus: 
“have you come here to torment 
us before the time” (Matthew 
8:29). The demons know that their 
end is torture, eternal hell and 
they wish the postponement, as 
much as possible, contrary to the 
exclamation “Maranatha” or 
“Come, O Lord”, of the first 
Eucharistic liturgies. Anyone who 
is dominated by evil prays that 
the Kingdom not come quickly. 
Here lies the mystery of freedom 
in history. So, here we see that, 
thanks to the Resurrection-event, 
the future relates to our time in a 
different way; precisely, the future 
belongs to those who will rise 
from the grave.“What have you to 
do with us”?, the demons ask be-
cause there is not and never will 
be any reconciliation between 
demons and God. So they say: 
“Leave us alone! You mind your 

work and we shall mind our 
work”! They want a division in 
the existence, gap, two separate 
areas. Many times we also organ-
ize our life, social and political, 
and we say to the Church: “Do 
not interfere with what concerns 
the world. The world belongs to 
Satan”. “What have we to do with 
you”?—this is a method that evil 
has invented so that it survives 
and enables it to have some influ-
ence over the world. Furthermore, 
they add the phrase “Son of God”! 
Here it is clear that faith is not 
enough to recognize that there is 
God. “Even the demons believe 
and tremble”! It is trust in God 
that He can make the impossible 
possible. Demons teach us what 
the faith is not about. The final 
conclusion from the Gospel story 
is that evil does not influence only 
man; it is transferred from man to 
the creation.  The ecological crisis 
today witnesses this the transfer 
of evil from man to the innocent 
creation. His Grace concluded that 
we have responsibility for the 
whole creation.

On this day when we commemo-
rate the Holy, Glorious, and All-
Praised Twelve Apostles, His 
Grace reminded us that the Apos-
tles point to this and show us that 
God does not just give life but is 
life and love.    The Liturgy then 
continued with many faithful re-
ceiving the body and blood of our 
Lord, God, and Savior Jesus 
Christ.
At the conclusion of the Liturgy, 
there was a procession around the 
church with a stop in the east 
where our dear Bishop read the 
Gospel.    Upon entering the 
church, the parish celebrated its 
Slava with the blessing of the ko-
lac and wheat.   Protodeacon Brad 
and Djakonica Peggy Matthews 
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Parish activities...
S.H.A.R.E.S. Cards: 
We are currently raising 
funds for the parish 
scholarship fund through the 
program by Save Mart and 
Food Maxx Supermarkets, 
which gives up to 3% of your purchases to our St. 
Peter Scholarship Fund. All you need to do is 
swipe your SHARES card before you pay for 
your groceries. SHARES cards are available in the 
narthex. For the 2nd quarter of 2014 we received 
$394.55.  Pick one up today and start shopping! 

Summer Pledges:
As many parishioners take their vacations, we 
ask everyone to maintain their pledge payments 
and weekly offerings as the summer months tend 
to be a little lean and our utility bills increase due 
to the extreme heat.  

Parish Website:
Miss church one Sunday?  Did you know that we 
post the weekly bulletin on the web?  Simply go 
to www.stpeterfresno.com and view the bulletin 
at home.

Diocesan Days 2014
On Labor Day weekend, August 29,30 & 31 the 
annual Diocesan Days gathering will take place 

at St. Sava Mission in Jackson CA.  All of the 
clergy and faithful from the parishes throughout 
our Western American Diocese at the invitation 
of our Bishop Maxim, to come together to share 
in worship, fellowship and spiritual enrichment.   
The parishes in Northern California have been 
assigned to prepare the meals and provide work-
ers for the event.  Our parish will be responsible 
for the meals on Saturday and your help will be 
needed!  Plan to attend and help us out.  Ron Ta-
railo will be organizing the workers and meals, 
so please let him know that he can count on your 
help and support! 

VBS 2014:
Every summer we always look forward to the 
voices of our youngest children throughout our 
church property. Last month 36 children from 
Pre-school to 6th grade came to VBS during the 
week of July 7 – July 11 to learn more about the 
Feast Day Celebrations of Christ. 

Each summer we are blessed to have wonderful 
teachers and support staff  including many teens 
who want to come and share this exciting week 
of learning with the children and this summer 
was no exception. This year the week began with 
all of the children participating in the Divine Lit-
urgy for the Nativity of St. John the Baptist which 
was followed by a special Light Show present by 
Tim McAtee, which not only enthralled all of the 
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were the Kum and Kuma honored 
for their many years of giving 
their time and talents to the 
church.    The children of the 
church delighted in singing the 
praises of the Holy Apostles, and 
the bread was broken to be shared 
by all.

Following the services, the faith-
ful entered the hall and were 

treated to a delicious meal of 
grilled lamb, roasted vegetables, 
and rice lovingly prepared by the 
Mothers’ Club committee chaired 
by Cheryl and Ernie Duran.   Pro-
todeacon Brad and Djakonica 
Peggy were presented with an 
Episcopal Commendation for 
their dedicated years of service as 
deacon and leading our wonder-
ful choir.   All in all, it was an ex-

ceptional day that will long be 
remembered by all present when 
His Grace, Bishop Maxim, our be-
loved Bishop shared his love, 
leadership, and wisdom with his 
parishioners at St. Peter the Apos-
tle Church on this, its blessed 
Feast Day.

Deacon John Davis

http://www.stpeterfresno.com
http://www.stpeterfresno.com
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children but helped introduce our theme for the 
week: Behold the Light—Feasts of the Life and 
Ministry of Christ.  The week ended with an out-
ing to Areosports Trampoline Park that was en-
joyed by all of the kids

Every day the children began with morning 
prayers followed by a fun-filled morning of bible 
study, a worship lesson, arts & crafts projects, 
snacks and recreation. The Feasts that were pre-
sented each day were: “The Nativity of our 
Lord”, “Meeting of our Lord in the Temple”, 
“Baptism of our Lord (Theophany)” and “Trans-
figuration of our Lord”. 

A very special thank you to all of those who 
helped make this summer’s VBS another tre-
mendous learning experience for all of our chil-
dren. May God Bless and grant you all many 

years and may our children continue to grow and 
learn in their Orthodox faith! 

Visit of the Myrrh-streaming Iveron Icon 
of the Theotokos: 
on Saturday, August 
16 at 5:00 p.m. Ves-
pers..  This will be the 
Icon’s third visit to 
our parish and we are 
grateful and blessed 
to again have the op-
portunity to venerate 
this wonderworking 
Icon and be anointed 
with the Holy Myrrh 
which has continually 
flowed from this Icon since 2008.
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Team 1
August 17
Braeden Epperson
Mason Epperson
Dimitri Janković
Pavle Janković
John Davis
Timothy McAtee
Joseph Hart

Team 2
August 3 & 24
Luke Alsobrook
Caleb Alsobrook
Lance Vukajović
Nickolas Vukajlović
Daniel Gligich
Michael Work

Team 3
August 10
Josiah Alfaro
Justus Alfaro
Jon Alfaro
Jonathan Crawford
Jeremy Crawford
James Woolsey
Jason Woolsey

August Altar Schedule:

Alsobrook, Scott/
Katherine
Angelich, Dorothy
Angelich, Olga
Angelich, Robert
Bahn, Marilyn
Balich, Dushan
Batrich-Smith, Stacy
Baziuk, John/Suzanna
Brooks, Alisa Rakich
Bukilica, Sally
Bundros, Christopher/
Shirley
Cantu, Noberto/Patti
Castro, Michael/Annabelle
Chaplain, Maura
Chern, Oleg/Elena
Chrisman, George/Diane
Christensen, Eleanor
Clemensen, Wayne/Lisa
Coffeen, Vera
Crawford, Jonathan/
Sharon
Cucuk, Bill/Georgia
Cucuk, Barbara

Darling, Wallace Lee
Davis, Dn. John/Daria
DeYoung, Ryan / Carrie
Dublin, Antonina 
Duran, Ernie/Cheryl
Duran, Jesus/Yvonne
Dutra, Lillian Wallace
Epperson, Jason/Lamia
Foley, John/Heidi
Gasio, Claude
Gligich, Fr. George/Elena
Granado, Olga
Gruich, Gregory
Guibor Lyudmyla
Hart, Jonathan/Deborah
Isaak, Tamara
Jankovic, Jeff/Sladjana
Keves, Laszlo/Valentyna
Kojovich, Helen
Livanis, Peter
Marinovich, Branko
Marinovich, John/Nancy
Matthews, Dn. Brad/
Peggy
May, Lyudmyla

McAtee, Randy/Janice
Milinich, Barbara
Miller, Eric/Yoly
Milovich, Robert
Naden, Bob/Vera
Olivo, Anthony/Cicily
Oxford, Tom/Lynn
Pavic, Dejan
Pavlovich, George
Pestich, Angela
Pestorich, John/Staci
Pestorich, Mike / Dona
Pestorich, Vera/Larry
Petrosian, John/Liza
Poulsen, Christian/Natalie
Poznanovich, Momirka
Radoicich, Frances
Radich, Ned / Kathy
Radojkovich, Nada
Radovich, Savo/Milka
Ragenovich, Mary
Romanenko, Andrej/
Carolyn
Rowe, Stephen/Rebecca
Shmakina, Olga

Shultz, Norm/Noni
Sidel, Alexandra
Sidel, Natalie
Skochko, Steve/Allison
Smirnov, Nicholas/Gayle
Smith, Nathan/Catherine
Spadier, Darinka
Spadier, Dushan/Julianna
Spolsdoff, James/Ala
Stijovic, Mima
Storey, Leigh/Jodie
Tarailo, Ron/Radmila
Tarailo, Zorka
Vodak, Gary/Jamie
Vucovich, Stephen/Kelly
Vukajlovic, Larry
Vukajlovic, Mark/Cristina
Vukajlovic, Mike
Ward, Jim/Svetlana
Wesseler, Joseph / Stacia
Woolley, James/Marjorie
Woolsey, Kathryn
Work, William/Natasha
Zenovich, Vera
Zenovich, Marc

Stewardship 2014 Our appreciation and gratitude to the parishioners listed below for 
becoming a Steward of St. Peter’s in 2014! God bless them and may 
He lift up His countenance upon us to help us make the forthcoming 
stewardship year as fruitful as this past year.

Our Stewardship 2014 campaign began in November.  Plan to join 
the list of stewards of our parish in 2014!

M E S S E N G E R
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Parish Directory

Contact Information:
Church Office: (559) 227-2840
Church Hall:  (559) 227-5565
FAX:  (559) 227-0501
Email: stpeter@me.com
Website: www.stpeterfresno.com

Parish Clergy:
V.Rev. George Gligich  (559) 325-8528
Deacon John Davis
Protodeacon Brad Matthews (Retired)

Choir Director:
Peggy Matthews  (559) 960-2151

Worship Services:

Saturday Vespers at 5:00 p.m.
Confessions on Saturdays after vespers or 
during the week by appointment.

Sunday Liturgy at 9:30 a.m.
Church School on Sundays from September 
through May following Holy Communion.

Weeknight Vespers at 
7:00 p.m.

Weekday Liturgy (Holy Days) 
at 9:00 a.m.

C A L E N D A R

mailto:stpeter@me.com
mailto:stpeter@me.com
http://www.stpeterfresno.com
http://www.stpeterfresno.com
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