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Theophany: The Feast 

of the Manifestation of God  

The  feast  of  Epiphany,  celebrated  on  January  6/19,  com-
memorates  the  baptism  of  Christ.  In  the  early  Church, 
Epiphany was a day of baptism and those catechumens who 
were  prepared  to  enter 
the  Church  were  bap-
tized  on  the  eve  of  this 
feast; for this reason, it is 
also  known as  "the  day 
of the lights."  
As  a  liturgical  feast, 
Epiphany  was  known 
already in the third cen-
tury  in  the  Eastern 
Church.  The  West  re-
ceived it from the East in 
the fourth century, at the 
same  time  as  the  East 
received the feast of the 
Nativity  (Christmas) 
from  the  West.  Before 
this time, Christ's Nativi-
ty had been celebrated in 
the East only as part of the Epiphany, but the celebration still 
centered on His baptism, not His birth. This may have been 
due to the greater importance attached by the early Chris-
tians to the spiritual birth-baptism-than to physical birth.  

The feast  of  Epiphany,  it  appears,  was  first  celebrated  by 
Gnostics, who believed that Christ, an ordinary man, became 
the Son of God at the moment of His baptism. But the true 
Christians underlined quite a different meaning of this event. 
The Church taught that Jesus was always the incarnate Son 
of  God;  but  the  Sonship  was  manifested  at  His  baptism. 
Hence we have the name Epiphany or Theophany.  
In  the  homilies  of  the  best  known  Greek  Fathers  of  the 
Church delivered on Epiphany, the themes most stressed are 

the  purification of  water 
and,  through  it,  of  all 
material  creation. 
Christ's  baptism  has  a 
cosmic significance. The 
descent of the Holy Spir-
it  in the form of a dove 
upon  Jesus  implies  the 
coming  of  the  Spirit 
upon  all  of  us.  For  the 
Son of God assumed our 
body,  St.  Athanasius 
stresses, and in His bap-
tism  we  too  have  been 
baptized.  He  was  bap-
tized to sanctify and pu-
rify water for the healing 
of all. Heaven, which the 
first  Adam  through  the 

Fall  closed  for  himself 
and his posterity, is now opened with Jesus' coming out of 
the water. These themes are expressed in the Church's cele-
bration on this day.  

Bulletin Board… 
Church School St. 
Save rehearsal…

Page 5



M E S S E N G E R

" 	 January 20172

The Theme of Light  
The  liturgy  of  Epiphany  not  only  celebrates  the  event  of 
Christ's baptism but communicates the fruits and meaning of 
the event for those who are members of His Body. Christ, 
whom the streams of the Jordan received, is "our Enlighten-
er, the One who enlightens every man." He is "the Redeemer 
of  Israel,  who frees  us  from corruption."  "By descending 
into the waters, He has enlightened all creation," and "has 
crushed the heads of the serpents." And now all may glory in 
Him  who  is  the  "Savior,  the  Enlightener  of  our  souls." 
"Light" is a prominent image in the service of Epiphany, and 
many of the hymns refer to it: "Thou, who hast created the 
world, art made manifest in the world, to give light to those 
that  sit  in  darkness.  Glory  to  Thee,  who  loves 
mankind"  (Troparion  of  the  prophecy).  "Today  Thou hast 
appeared to the universe and Thy light, O Lord, hast shone 
on us, who with understanding praise Thee: Thou hast come 
and revealed Thyself, O Light Unapproachable!" (Kontakion 
of the Feast).  
The Blessing of Water  
The blessing of the waters, first in the church, in a large ves-
sel, and the second time outside the church at the bank of a 
river or stream, or at the shore of a lake or ocean, is the most 
characteristic feature of the celebration. Whether or not bod-
ies of water outside the church are blessed, the water is con-
secrated twice, first on the eve and then on the feast itself. 
Both blessings are performed at the end of the liturgy.  
The stikhera or verses of the blessing announce: "Today, the 
nature  of  the  waters  is  sanctified";  the  prokeimenon  pro-
claims: "The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom shall 
I fear?" (Ps. 26:1). After the gospel (Mark 1:9-11), follow 
these petitions among others: that "this water...maybe sancti-
fied  by  the  might  and  operation  and  descent  of  the  Holy 
Spirit," that "we may be enlightened by the light of knowl-
edge and godliness through the descent of the Holy Spirit," 
that this water "may bestow cleansing of soul and body upon 
all who draw it with faith and partake of it."  
The priest prays that Christ, who is the source of life, Light 
of Light, who accepted to be baptized in the Jordan by the 
hand of a servant, who has sanctified the nature of the wa-
ters, may "lead us to a new birth through water and the Spir-
it, and restore us again to our original freedom.... We entreat 
thee, O Master who loves mankind: sprinkle upon us, thine 
unworthy servants, ...cleansing water, the gift of Thy com-
passion."  
In another prayer, the consequences of the event are enumer-
ated:  
"Today the waters of the Jordan are transformed into healing 
by the coming of the Lord."  
"Today Paradise  has  been opened to  men and the Sun of 
Righteousness shines down upon us."  

Today we have been delivered from darkness and illuminat-
ed with the light of the knowledge of God."  
"Today the whole creation shines with light from on high."  
"Today earth and seas are the joy of the world, and the world 
is filled with gladness."  
And finally the priest, making the sign of the cross over the 
water three times, exclaims: "Therefore, O King who loves 
mankind, do thou thyself be present now as then through the 
descent of Thy Holy Spirit, and sanctify this water ... Make 
it a source of incorruption, a gift of sanctification, a remis-
sion of  sins,  a  protection against  disease,  a  destruction to 
demons, inaccessible to the adverse powers and filled with 
angelic strength...." The sign of the cross is made over the 
water with the cross, and then the priest plunges it into the 
water  and raises it  three times,  while the troparion of  the 
feast is sung.  
The Restoration of Creation  
What  is  the  meaning  of  the  blessing  of  waters?  Is  it  the 
transformation of something that is profane into something 
that  is  now sacred,  "mere"  water  transformed into  "holy" 
water?  If  it  were  so,  then,  in  the  words  of  Fr.  Alexander 
Schmemann, "the act of blessing reveals nothing about wa-
ter, and thus about matter or the world, but on the contrary 
makes them irrelevant to the new function of water as `holy 
water.' "The prayer at the blessing of water, both in the Bap-
tismal service and at Epiphany, "may mean the revelation of 
the  true  'nature'  and  'destiny'  of  water,  and  thus  of  the 
world.... By being restored through the blessing to its proper 
function" the things of the world become again a means of 
communion with God (For the Life of the World, p. 131f.). 
Christ in His baptism purified the nature of the waters. He 
came to redeem not only human beings but, through them, 
the  entire  material  created  world.  The  waters  become the 
means of healing and grace. But not only waters-any other 
material thing may be a bearer of the Spirit. No matter can 
be excluded or considered trivial,  ''for the redemptive and 
transforming  grace  of  the  Savior  extends  to  all 
things...." (The Festal Menaion, p. 59).  
The feast of Epiphany thus speaks of the restoration of the 
pure human image, as well as of all material nature. The true 
nature of water has its destiny in the salvation of man and 
the world. Creation "will be set free from its bondage" and 
will  obtain  "the  glorious  liberty  of  the  children  of 
God" (Romans 8:20). All things are to be set aright. They are 
to be permeated by the light, love, grace, and glory of God. 
In the feast, the Church reminds its members of the historical 
character of the Incarnation and the goal of Christian exis-
tence: to "become partakers of the divine nature" (2 Peter 
1:4).  
Department  of  Christian  Education  http://dce.oca.org/resource/
271/
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Rest	For	
Your	Soul	

Fr.	Stephen	Freeman				

If…then…Among	the	most	alluring	
ideas	in	our	lives	are	the	no9ons	
of	cause	and	effect,	performance	
and	award.	Nothing	seems	more	
soothing	than	the	simple	promise	
that	doing	one	thing	leads	to	the	
reward	of	the	other.	It	is	pre-
dictable,	subject	to	control,	clear-
ly	delineates	the	rules	of	reward	
and	punishment	and	makes	obvi-
ous	who	deserves	what.	Nothing	
could	be	neater.	

The	limit	to	this	idea	comes	
when	we	encounter	living,	sen-
tient	beings.	We	are,	to	a	certain	
extent,	irrational.	We	do	not	be-
have	predictably	at	all	times.	We	
respond	in	unexpected	ways	and	
initiate	unexpected	activities.	We	
can	add	to	this	limit	the	vast	
amount	of	what	we	do	not	know.	
We	take	precautions	not	to	get	
the	>lu	–	but	we	still	do.	You	drive	
carefully	and	are	hit	by	the	truck	
you	did	not	(and	could	not)	see.	
The	life	of	cause	and	effect	is	
simply	inadequate	as	a	funda-
mental	position.	
The	spiritual	life	is	no	different.	
God	is	free	and	cannot	be	ex-
pected	to	behave	in	a	predictable	
manner	(known	to	us).	We	can	
expect	certain	things	according	
to	His	promise,	but	even	those	
things	remain	largely	hidden.	For	
example,	we	can	trust	that	He	is	
always	at	all	times	and	in	all	
things	working	for	our	salvation,	
our	true	communion	with	Him	
and	healing	from	the	ravages	of	
our	brokenness.	But	we	are	crea-

tures	who	dream	of	being	gods,	
though	entering	by	a	false	door.	
Rather	than	being	raised	up	and	
conformed	to	God’s	image	by	the	
ineffable	working	of	His	grace,	
we	prefer	to	make	little	god-lets	
of	ourselves	and	becoming	mas-
ters	of	our	lives.	Cause	and	effect	
is	the	demon	that	ever	waits	at	
that	very	point.	
We	most	often	experience	cause	
and	effect	as	a	sense	of	control.	
Our	failures	haunt	us	while	we	
obsess	about	what	might	have	
been.	Some	seek	to	partner	with	
God,	looking	for	ways	of	praying	
and	living	that	rig	the	game	in	
their	favor.	Much	of	this	is	utterly	
contrary	to	the	purposes	of	God	
in	our	life.	We	seek	for	success	
and	accomplishment.	We	look	for	
rewards	and	things	we	perceive	
to	be	desirable	and	good.	Surely	
no	one	prays	and	asks	for	dif>i-
cult	things.	And	yet	the	dif>icult	
things	are	precisely	the	place	
where	the	re>ining	>ire	of	God’s	
grace	burns	brightest	and	best.	
No	one	is	saved	by	success	and	
prosperity.	
Among	the	greatest	dif>iculties	
faced	by	Orthodoxy	in	the	New	
World	has	been	the	relative	
prosperity	of	an	immigrant	
Church.	Prosperity	makes	for	a	
Church	that	is	nicely	comparable	
to	denominational	America,	but	
it	does	not	produce	saints.	Christ	
warned	his	disciples	that	the	rich	
>ind	entry	into	the	Kingdom	
nearly	impossible.	Nothing	has	
changed	since	then.	There	have	
been	wealthy	saints	in	the	past,	
but	they	were	often	forged	in	the	
>ire	of	radical	generosity.	
We	are	indeed	saved	by	grace.	
However,	the	Protestant	meme	
that	interprets	this	as	mere	judi-
cial	kindness	is	an	egregious	er-

ror.	Grace	is	the	very	life	of	God,	
the	Divine	energies,	the	>ire	by	
which	we	are	transformed	into	
the	image	of	Christ.	We	do	not	
earn	it,	but	we	can	certainly	
shield	ourselves	from	its	action.	
Christ	describes	this	in	terms	of	
a	seed	sown	among	thorns:	
Now	he	who	received	seed	
among	the	thorns	is	he	who	
hears	the	word,	and	the	cares	of	
this	world	and	the	deceitfulness	
of	riches	choke	the	word,	and	he	
becomes	unfruitful.	(Mat	13:22)	
Prosperity	(American-style)	can	
increase	our	anxiety	as	we	get	
caught	up	in	the	delusion	of	
cause	and	effect.	We	imagine	
ourselves	as	the	source	of	
wealth.	And	though	Christians	
pay	lip-service	to	virtues	like	
humility	and	meekness,	we	fre-
quently	overlook	the	examples	
that	dwell	among	us.	More	often,	
celebrities	and	the	successful	are	
singled	out	for	honor,	even	
among	the	Orthodox.	It	>its	well	
in	American	culture,	but	it	ran-
kles	in	the	Kingdom	of	God.	
It	is	said	that	humility	is	like	a	
magnet	with	regard	to	grace.	
“God	resists	the	proud,	but	gives	
grace	to	the	humble”	(James	4:6).	
And	in	a	similar	manner,	“He	
guides	the	meek	in	judgment,	
and	teaches	the	meek	His	
ways”	(Psalm	25:9).	
How	do	we	live	with	such	reali-
ties?	For	one,	it	requires	an	ethos	
of	meekness.	Our	culture	is	in-
herently	competitive.	We	not	
only	want	to	do	well;	we	want	to	
do	better	than	others.	A	notice-
able	presence	in	American	cul-
ture	is	created	by	the	measures	
of	American	standards.	I	cannot	
think	of	how	many	times	I	have	
heard	people	speak	about	the	
Amish	as	obscure	dropouts	who	
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seem	destined	to	have	no	impact	
on	the	world.	And	yet	they	are	
people	of	meekness	and	humility.	
I	would	covet	their	prayers	and	
suspect	they	are	viewed	well	
from	heaven.	
Virtually	none	of	the	measures	
that	hold	value	in	our	American	
culture	belong	to	the	virtues	of	
grace.	I	have	said	in	a	previous	
post	that	we	are	in	great	need	of	

monasteries	and	monastics.	I	
would	broaden	that	and	say	that	
we	are	in	need	of	the	prayers	of	
the	humble	and	the	wisdom	of	
the	meek.	They	alone	understand	
that	cause	and	effect	does	not	
belong	to	the	Kingdom	of	God.	
We	worship	the	God	who	cause-
lessly	causes	and	Himself	reigns	
in	humility.	He	has	put	down	the	
mighty	from	their	thrones	and	

has	exalted	the	humble	and	
meek.	
Come	to	Me,	all	you	who	labor	
and	are	heavy	laden,	and	I	will	
give	you	rest.	Take	My	yoke	upon	
you	and	learn	from	Me,	for	I	am	
meek	and	lowly	in	heart,	and	you	
will	=ind	rest	for	your	souls.	(Mat	
11:28-29)	

THE BLESSING OF HOMES  
THE	CUSTOM	OF	BLESSING	homes	during	the	Theophany	season	is	of	special	
beauty	and	signi>icance.	It	is	not	simply	a	sentimental	tradition	without	mean-
ing,	nor	is	it	a	custom	whose	meaning	we	have	forgotten,	like	an	old	friend	
whose	face	we	remember,	but	whose	impact	on	our	life	has	been	forgotten.	 

When	an	Orthodox	Christian	believer	moves	into	a	new	home,	he	dedicates	his	new	home	as	the	
abode	of	a	follower	of	Christ.	He	asks	that	God,	the	source	of	all	goodness	and	the	Giver	of	every	per-

fect	gift,	to	bless	his	house	and	all	that	is	within	it;	he	recalls	that	Jesus	Christ,	His	Son,	came	to	bring	Salvation	
to	it,	even	as	He	brought	Salvation	to	the	house	of	Zacchaeus;	he	prays	that	the	Holy	Spirit	may	abide	in	it,	guid-
ing	those	who	dwell	in	it	in	the	Paths	of	righteousness. 
 
On	the	Feast	of	Theophany	we	rededicate	our	home	for	its	original	purpose,	just	as	we	must	periodically	reded-
icate	our	life	to	Christ.	We	do	it	especially	on	this	Feast	because	this	is	the	day	on	which	we	remember	in	the	
Church	Year	the	coming	of	Christ	who	began	His	Ministry	when	He	descended	into	Jordan	to	be	Baptized	by	St.	
John	the	Forerunner	and	Baptist.	He	enters	again	into	our	lives	reminding	us	that	we	must	“repent,	for	the	
Kingdom	of	God	is	at	hand.”	 

An	Orthodox	Christian	must	dedicate	not	only	himself	and	his	house	to	the	Lord,	but	his	daily	work	and	all	his	
efforts	as	well.	All	things	are	to	be	done	to	the	glory	of	God.	That	is	why	in	the	Orthodox	Church,	not	only	reli-
gious	objects,	such	as	icons,	crosses,	churches	and	vestments,	are	blessed,	but	also	homes,	>ields,	animals	and	
all	objects	which	are	used	in	our	daily	life	for	the	good	of	man.	In	this	the	Church	expresses	its	faith	that	the	
Holy	Spirit’s	sanctifying	action	extends	over	the	whole	Creation.	When	the	priest	comes	to	bless	the	family	and	
its	house,	the	following	rules	should	be	observed:		

• A	lighted	candle,	an	icon,	and	a	wide	bowl	for	Holy	Water	should	be	placed	on	the	table.		
• All	radios,	televisions,	etc.	should	be	turned	off.		
• All	present	in	the	house	should	come	together	and	stand	at	the	table.		
• Those	who	are	able	should	join	in	the	singing.		
• The	>irst	names	of	those	for	whom	special	prayers	are	to	be	offered,	including	all	the	members	of	the	

family	and	especially	those	living	in	the	house,	should	be	clearly	printed	on	a	sheet	of	paper	with	a	clear	
distinction	between	the	living	and	the	dead.		
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Parish activities... 
S.H.A.R.E.S. Cards changes:
As of April 1, Save Mart converted to eScrip for their 
non-profit fundraising program. To enroll, go to Save 
Mart’s website www.savemart.com/shares/ and select 
St. Peter Serbian Orthodox Church as your charity. You 
will have an option of a phone number, credit/debit 
card or both.  If you pay cash or by check for your gro-
ceries, you can type in your phone number or give it to 
the  cashier.    If  you  buy  your  groceries  using  credit 
cards  you  can  add  your  card  number  as  well  as  a 
phone number.  Your purchase is automatically credit-
ed  to  St.  Peter’s.   Once  you  sign  up  with  e-Scrip 
though Save  Mart  then  you are  automatically  regis-
tered  with  all  of  the  e-Scrip  participating  merchants 
and online stores.
Another way to support our 
Scholarship Fund is through 
Amazon Smile. Remember, 
always start at smile.amazon.- com and 
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible 
AmazonSmile purchases. Select “Serbian Orthodox 
Church of St Peter” as your charity.  It is very simple 
and easy!

Also, remember that you can donate directly to the 
Scholarship Fund at any time.  All donations are 
greatly appreciated!

Theophany House Blessings: 
The traditional blessing of homes 
will begin after the Feast of the 
Baptism of our Lord on January 
19.
If you would like to have your 
home blessed, please contact 
Father George by email: 
stpeter@me.com or call him at 
696-7015 to schedule an appointment.  When Father 
arrives, please have the following ready: a bowl for 
holy water, an icon of Theophany or of Christ, a can-
dle, and separate lists of living and departed loved 
ones for remembrance. Radios, televisions, and other 
electronic devices should be turned off.. Anyone wish-
ing to have the house blessed will be accommodated.
We will have the annual blessing of water at the Ves-
peral Liturgy on the eve of Theophany (Holy Cross 
Day) January 18  at 9:00 and at the Theophany Liturgy 
on January 19 at 9:00 a.m.  Please bring your own clean 
bottles or containers if you wish to take Holy Water 
home.

B U L L E T I N  B O A R D

Church School News 
Hey Kids, it's time to get ready for our Church 
School St. Sava Day Program! 

On Saturday, January 14 we will have our first St. Sava program rehearsal and a bowling outing! All 
Church School students will meet at the Education Building at 11:00 a.m. for our St. Sava program re-
hearsal. At 12:30 we will go bowling at Fresno State Lanes located at the Student Union. We will bowl 
until 3:00 p.m. There will be no cost for the bowling. Parental supervision is needed for the outing. If you 
cannot go to the bowling lanes, you must arrange for your child's transportation and supervision with 
another family from church. Questions? Call Father George at 696-7015.

We will also have practice on Saturday, January 21 and 28 from 2:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. The St. Sava Pro-
gram will be on January 29 beginning with Liturgy at 9:30 a.m. followed by the Luncheon. We will start 
the Program promptly after lunch!

http://www.savemart.com/shares/
https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=BKM94FC3JWEU&K=A1MM2AG9FIQWDS&R=Z5LHT5YUJIRY&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fref%3Dpe_830720_136174660_smi_em_we2_l1_smi&A=2HH0JXYI1R9MBK2UQOF9Y44JOV0A&H=TKAQAMYYIH5PBOYVFBAZNLU7NDSA&ref_=pe_830720_136174660_smi_em_we2_l1_smi
https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=BKM94FC3JWEU&K=A1MM2AG9FIQWDS&R=Z5LHT5YUJIRY&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fref%3Dpe_830720_136174660_smi_em_we2_l1_smi&A=2HH0JXYI1R9MBK2UQOF9Y44JOV0A&H=TKAQAMYYIH5PBOYVFBAZNLU7NDSA&ref_=pe_830720_136174660_smi_em_we2_l1_smi
https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=BKM94FC3JWEU&K=A1MM2AG9FIQWDS&R=Z5LHT5YUJIRY&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fref%3Dpe_830720_136174660_smi_em_we2_l1_smi&A=2HH0JXYI1R9MBK2UQOF9Y44JOV0A&H=TKAQAMYYIH5PBOYVFBAZNLU7NDSA&ref_=pe_830720_136174660_smi_em_we2_l1_smi
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Alsobrook, Scott/Katherine
Bahn, Marilyn
Baziuk, John/Suzanna
Brickey, Gabe/Mika
Brooks, Alisa Rakich
Bukilica, Sally
Bundros, Christopher/Shirley
Castro, Mike/Annabelle
Chaplain, Maura
Chrisman, George/Diane
Christensen, Eleanor
Clemensen, Wayne/Lisa
Contreras, Alexander/Francine
Cucuk, Barbara
Dakovich, Dan
Dublin, Antonina
Duran, Jesus/Yvonne
Epperson, Jason/Lamia
Foley, Jack/Heidi
Forhan, Philip/Bryn
Gligich, Daniel
Gligich, Fr. George/Elena
Gligich, John
Granado, Olga

Hart, Jonathan/Deborah
Hatler, Charyce
Keves, Laszlo/Valentyna
Klingel, Friedhelm/Tatiana
Kojovich, Helen
Kornaros, Steven/Tara
Kril, Maria
Livanis, Peter
Matthews, Dn. Brad/Peggy
McAtee, Randy/Janice
Mikitish, Anne
Miller, Eric/Yoly
Milovich, Robert
Naden, Vera
Pavic, Dejan
Penny, Tim/Nancy
Pestich Smith, Angela
Pestorich, Mark/Kristen
Pestorich, Mike/Dona
Pestorich, Vera/Larry
Petrosian, John/Liza
Poulsen, Christian/Natalie
Radoicich, Frances
Radojkovich, Nada

Radovich, Savo/Milka
Righetti, Marc/Jenny
Ristic, Branka
Romanenko, Andrej/Carolyn
Scamagas, Peter/Katina
Sidel, Natalie
Sidel, Sandra
Skochko, Steve/Allison
Smith, Cassidy
Smith, Terrence/Stacy
Spadier, Darinka
Spadier, Dushan/Juliana
Spolsdoff, James/Ala
Spolsdoff, Allison
Spolsdoff, Katherine
Stijovic, Mima
Tarailo, Ron/Radmila
Tarailo, Zorka
Urdesich, Jeff
Vukajlovic, Mark/Kristina
Ward, Jim/Svetlana
Woolley, James/Marjorie
Zenovich, Vera

Stewardship 2017 Our 2017 Stewardship Campaign began 
on Sunday, November 13.  Become a 
Steward of St. Peter’s and submit your 
new Pledge Card! 

December Altar Servers, Epistle Reader and 
Tutors Schedule:

Epistle:
January 1 Joseph Alsobrook
January 7 Lazarus McAtee
January 8 Jonathan Hart
January 15 Joseph Alsobrook
January 22 Lazarus McAtee
January 25 Jonathan HartTeam 1

January 1, 15 & 29
Braeden Epperson
Mason Epperson
Joseph Hart
Michael Work
Justus Alfaro
Isaac Byers

Team 2
January 8 & 22
Luke Alsobrook
Caleb Alsobrook
Lance Vukajović
Nickolas Vukajlović
Lukas Jennings
Patrick Jennings

Tutors:
January 1 Jonathan Hart / Natalie Sidel 
January 6 Andrej Romanenko / Tim Penny
January 7 Jim Ward ./ Vera Naden
January 15 Jonathan Hart / Natalie Sidel
January 22 Andrej Romanenko / Tim Penny
January 29 Jim Ward ./ Vera NadenAll Altar Boys on January 6 & 7
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Parish Directory

Contact Information: 

Phone:  (559) 227-5565 
Email: stpeter@me.com 
Website: www.stpeterfresno.com 

Parish Clergy: 
V. Rev. George Gligich  (559) 696-7015

Protodeacon Brad Matthews (Retired) 

Choir Director: 
Peggy Matthews  (559) 960-2151


Worship Services: 

Saturday Vespers at 5:00 p.m.
Confessions on Saturdays after vespers 
or during the week by appointment.

Sunday Liturgy at 9:30 a.m.
Church School on Sundays from Sep-
tember through May following Holy 
Communion.

Weeknight Vespers at 
7:00 p.m.

Weekday Liturgy (Holy Days) 
at 9:00 a.m.

Liturgy & CS 9:30 a.m.

Parish Council 12:30 p.m.

Liturgy 9:30 a.m. 

Circle of Sisters Installation 

Luncheon

Liturgy & CS 9:30 a.m.

Liturgy & CS 9:30 a.m.

St. Sava Luncheon & 

Program 11:30 a.m.

Liturgy 9:00 a.m. St. Slava practice 3:00p

Vespers & Confessions 

5:00p  

Liturgy 9:00 a.m.

St. Slava practice blowing 

outing 1:00p / Vespers  5:00p

Divine Liturgy 9:30 a.m.

Christmas Social 11:30 

a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

St. Slava practice 3:00p

Vespers & Confessions 

5:00p  

Liturgy 9:00 a.m.

Vesperal Liturgy 9:00 a.m. / 

Great Blessing of Water

Vigil 7:00 p.m.

6th Hour Prayers at Noon

Liturgy 9:30 a.m. Vesperal Liturgy 9:00 a.m.

Vigil 7:00 p.m. / Blessing of 

Badnjak (Yule Log)

Liturgy 9:00 a.m. / Great 

Blessing of Water

Men’s Club 6:00p

Vespers 7:00 p.m.

6th Hour Prayers at Noon

Liturgy 9:00 a.m.

Royal Hours 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

3130

282726252423

212019181716

14131211109

7654321

8

15

22

29

Circumcision / St. 
Basil the Great

Zacchaeus Sunday

Christmas Eve CHRISTMAS
Nativity of our Lord

Archdeacon & 
Protomartyr Stephen

St, Sava, First 
Archbishop of Serbia

Theophany Eve THEOPHANY
Baptism of our Lord

Synaxis of St. JohnSunday before 
Theophany

Sunday after 
Theophany

Sunday before Nativity

Sunday after Nativity

Fast free from January 7 - 17

mailto:stpeter@me.com
http://www.stpeterfresno.com
mailto:stpeter@me.com
http://www.stpeterfresno.com
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