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From Lutheran Pastor to 
Orthodox Layman 

By Michael T. Carr 

How does a Lutheran pastor of 14 
years become an Orthodox layman 
on the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation? How does a man who 
was called to serve as the pastor of 
St. Peter Lutheran Church in Clovis, 
CA on September 18th, 2009 find 
himself a newly-chrismated member 
of St. Peter the Apostle Orthodox 
Church in Fresno, CA exactly eight 
years later? The answer is as simple 
as it is complex. It is found in the 
13th chapter of Matthew’s gospel: 
“The kingdom of heaven is like a 
treasure hidden in the field, which a 
man found and hid again; and from 
joy over it he goes and sells all that 
he has and buys that field. Again, 
the kingdom of heaven is like a 
merchant seeking fine pearls, and 
upon finding one pearl of great val-
ue, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.” 
This is a story of finding, seeking, selling, and buying.  
What is the treasure? The Kingdom. What is the Kingdom? It 
is the enjoyment of the fullness of life with God. As Jesus 
says, “This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only 

true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.” Or as He 
says in another place, “I have come that they may have life 
and have it abundantly.” The life that has eternally existed 
within the Persons of the Trinity is a life to be shared with 
His creation, most especially the crown of His creation: hu-
manity.  

In my life as a Lutheran Christian, I had life. 
I was baptized into the Name of the Triune 
God on my 33rd day of life outside the 
womb. I was made a citizen of the Kingdom 
of Unseen Realities. I knew the 10 Com-
mandments and the Lord’s Prayer. I grew up 
singing the Western Rite versions of the 
liturgical songs and reciting the Creeds; 
knowing them by heart from repetition be-
fore I even knew how to read words or mu-
sic. I was taught to trust in the reality of 
Christ’s Body and Blood in the Bread and 
Wine of the Eucharist. These truths I learned 
and learned to teach others.  
In my almost ten years of pastoral education 
after high school, I learned Greek and He-
brew, Latin and German. I was trained to 
dissect a Biblical text and reassemble it into 
25-minute sermons. In my fourteen years of 
pastoral experience, I preached and taught 
the Word of God week in and week out. I 
took my responsibility seriously as a 
spokesperson for God. I prayed with fear 

and trembling, “Hallowed be Thy Name.” I wanted to know 
God’s reputation and teach others to know it as well.  
It was grace of God working through all of these things to-
gether over my 42 years of life that caused the true treasure 
of the Kingdom to become uncovered to me; revealed to me. 
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It was the daily disciplines of intense study of Scripture and 
praying the hours with all their psalms that began to expose 
that there had been something magnificent hidden from my 
view all those years.  
There was a fullness to the Kingdom of God that was lacking 
in Lutheranism. I had life, but not fully; I knew God, but not 
with maturity. I was very much like the disciples between the 
Ascension and Pentecost. I had been through the Pascha of 
Baptism, but not the Pentecost of Chrismation. I knew the 
framework, but not the fullness. There was a pearl out in the 
open in the marketplace that I had overlooked for four 
decades because I thought it was only a vaporous notion and 
not a concrete reality. Though I had recited it for years, I had 
not really believed in the reality of One Holy Catholic and 
Apostolic Church which is the Communion of Saints.  
I had done what Jesus said to do in the Sermon on the 
Mount. I had asked for insight and it had been given to me. I 
had sought the Truth of the Kingdom and had found it. I had 
knocked at the Portal of the Divine Life of the Trinity, and 
the Door had been opened.  
But now came the part of the parable where the man sells 
everything. I had found the fullness of the Kingdom, but it 
meant selling my life as a parish pastor. It meant putting 
aside a Reformation mindset that had been instilled in me 
from birth and reinforced with concrete in college and semi-
nary. It meant learning to embrace as the way of God what I 
once was taught was the work of the devil. More than any-
thing, it came at the cost of religious unity with my wife, 
with my parents, and with my extended family. Instead of a 
source of pride to them, I am now an embarrassment—a sore 
subject best not brought up. My light is their darkness.  
I can tell you that the cross is not as easy in practice as it is 
in theory. It makes you balk. It makes you look for any way 
that you can still have your cake and eat it to; to have a com-
fortable life in the world and still get to have the Kingdom of 
God; to be praised by men and still praised by God. Even 
when presented with the feast of the fullness of the Kingdom 
in Orthodoxy, I could relate with those in Luke’s gospel who 
began to make excuses for declining the invitation. “I have a 
parish, a job, a wife, and family responsibilities. I cannot 
come. Consider me excused.” But at the end of the day, Je-
sus’ words are compelling: 
“If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his own father 
and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, 
yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple. Who-
ever does not carry his own cross and come after Me cannot 
be My disciple.”  
I took time to sit down and calculate the cost. The projection 
was much higher than I could have ever anticipated. But in 
the end, I sold all that I had previously possessed for the joy 
of the possessing the Kingdom. I wanted to be joined to my 
Savior “who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, 
scorning its shame.” What I have done in leaving a life as a 
Lutheran pastor to become an Orthodox layman appears 
shameful to so many who have know me—even those clos-
est to me. But I would rather stand on the threshold of Or-
thodoxy as a neophyte than continue to live in my Lutheran 

tent as a master. I did not want to be one of those who would 
not be able to taste the Kingdom’s pleasure because I did not 
accept the invitation when offered. 
After all, what else is the purchase price of the Kingdom 
than sacrifice? Why is it that the icon of our King of Glory is 
a crucified Christ? Why is it that the icon of our Bridegroom 
is the image of a bloodied and beaten Man? Because when 
Pilate said, “Behold the Man,” he was doing no different 
than John the Forerunner when he pointed and said, “Behold 
the Lamb.” Christ is the Lamb slain before the foundation of 
the world. The Logos of God—the indelible eternal pattern 
of His mindset and His intended image He wished to gift to 
mankind at creation—is willing sacrifice. It is sacrifice for 
the joy of it. It is a loss endured for the sake of a far greater 
gain. 
When Father George offered to chrismate me and my chil-
dren so shortly after stepping down from my position as 
Lutheran pastor, I once again balked. This was out of the 
ordinary. This might be confusing when suddenly a man and 
three children stand in front of the congregation to be chris-
mated and virtually no one has seen them before. This might 
be confusing when the new members leave less than a month 
after being received.  
But when it came time to accept or refuse the invitation, I 
grabbed for it desperately. One could say I took hold of the 
Kingdom violently by force. It feels slightly rude and un-
seemly, like a starving man and his children crashing an ele-
gant wedding banquet and loudly snarfing down their plates 
and going back for seconds from the buffet. But that is the 
nature of the Kingdom. That is the treasure and the pearl. 
There is a desperation to have it and hold it, and you can 
never get enough of it. 
By the grace of God I have been enlightened and have tasted 
of the heavenly gift and have been made a partaker of the 
Holy Spirit, and have tasted the good word of God and the 
powers of the age to come. And it is such joy! And there is 
such peace! Not as the world gives does He give. No, when 
He gives, our hearts rejoice and no one will take our joy 
away from us! I know that from experience now. 
But I have also heard it said there is sometimes too much 
fascination and curiosity among the Orthodox when it comes 
to conversion stories. I tell you mine, not so that you might 
be fascinated, but that you might join me in the far more in-
teresting story. It is not the story of how I became Orthodox, 
but rather how I remained Orthodox. That is our story—you 
and me and all the saints together. That is the more difficult 
journey when the Day is long in coming and the Night be-
gins to eat away at the joy. There is more danger now for all 
of us that the pearl which once mesmerized will be set aside 
in the jewelry drawer and forgotten. There is the potential for 
the treasure to sit and gather so much dust, that it is once 
again buried from view. There is the warning for those who 
have become enlightened lest they fall away and their condi-
tion be worse than the first. There is the danger for those 
who have Orthodoxy as a birthright to squander it like Esau 
for the porridge of this world.  
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From the parish records… 
Baptism: 
Feinn (Moses)Aaron, son of Eric and 

Blair Sargardia on September 24, 2017. 

Many Years!

We live in the valley of the shadow of death now. Unlike the 
world which says, “Eat, drink, and be merry, for tomorrow 
we die,” we have been taught to say, “I die to myself today 
that I may eat, drink and be merry in the Kingdom of Christ 
now and ever and unto ages of ages.” We live in the midst of 
enemies now because the LORD has stretched forth His 
Scepter which is Christ to rule from the Church in the midst 
of His enemies. He will continue to reign until all enemies 
have been made His footstool. We daily walk the path of the 
Cross because He is with us, governing us from His Cross—
the Lamb slain, but enthroned. He has prepared this Table 
before us in the presence of our enemies. He has anointed 
our heads with oil and His Cup overflows. 
This is why I continue to study the Scriptures, read daily the 
lives of the Saints, fast, pray the Hours, confess my sins, eat 

the Bread of Life, and partake of the Fountain of Immortali-
ty. This is why you are all in my prayers daily and why I ask 
you all to keep me in your prayers as well. 
After being a catechumen since last October, Michael Carr 
and his children were received into the Orthodox Church on 
August 27.  At the end of September they relocated to 
Rochester, Minnesota for work and to be near family.  They 
will be attending Ss. Cosmas and Damien Greek Orthodox 
Church in Rochester. Our prayers and best wishes for God’s 
blessings to Michael and Christy Carr and their children, 
Isabelle, Gavin and Gwenn as they settle in to their new 
home and parish! 

Father George 

1)	A%end	the	Divine	Services		

Participation	in	the	liturgical	life	of	
the	church	is	at	the	heart	of	the	Or-
thodox	way	of	life.	Regular	atten-
dance	on	Saturday	evenings,	Sunday	
mornings,	the	12	Great	Feasts,	and	
other	special	times	throughout	the	
year	(like	Great	Lent),	is	a	must	to	
living	a	healthy	Christian	life.		

2)	Confess	Your	Sins		

Ask	God	to	help	you	see	your	own	
faults	and	weaknesses.	Go	to	the	
Sacrament	of	Confession	with	sorrow	
for	what	you’ve	done	and	hope	for	a	
new	beginning	through	God’s	grace	
and	mercy.	Confession	should	be	reg-
ular,	once	a	month	or	more;	at	the	
very	least	during	the	four	fasting	sea-
sons.		

3)	Receive	Holy	Communion		

Frequent	and	fervent	reception	of	the	
Body	and	Blood	of	Christ	is	indis-
pensable	to	growing	closer	to	God.	Be	
sure	to	follow	the	preparation	guide-
lines,	make	frequent	confession,	and	
remember	to	offer	prayers	of	thanks-
giving	afterwards.		

4)	Keep	the	Fasts		

Fasting	on	Wednesdays,	Fridays,	and	
other	fasting	days	and	seasons,	
should	indicate	to	us	whether	or	not	
our	Christianity	is	truly	about	deny-
ing	ourselves,	taking	up	our	crosses	
and	following	Christ.	Health	issues,	
others	questions?	Ask	your	priest.		

5)	Make	Your	Home	a	Family	
Church		

Maintain	an	icon	corner	where	you	
say	your	morning	and	evening	
prayers.	Place	an	icon	or	cross	in	
every	room	so	that	you	remember	
God	during	the	day.	Have	your	home	
blessed	each	year.	Pray	unceasingly.		

6)	Be	a	Good	Steward		

Remember	that	God	will	hold	you	ac-
countable	for	the	time,	talents,	and	
treasure	He	has	entrusted	to	your	
care.	Our	stewardship	indicates	what	
we	truly	love	(God	or	other	things),	
for	where	our	treasure	is,	there	will	
our	heart	be	also.		

7)	Study	the	Scriptures		

Read	from	the	Holy	Bible	every	day	
without	fail.	This	is	God’s	Word	to	

you.	Your	church	wall	calendar	gives	
the	appointed	Epistle	and	Gospel	
reading	for	each	day.		

8)	Assembly	a	Home	Library		

In	addition	to	the	Scriptures,	we	
should	read	the	Lives	of	the	Saints,	
the	writings	of	the	Holy	Fathers,	and	
other	spiritual	texts.	Ask	your	priest	
for	some	advice.	What	are	you	read-
ing	now?		

9)	Be	Quick	to	Forgive	and	Slow	to	
Judge		

Always	ask	forgiveness	when	we	hurt	
someone,	even	if	it	is	unintentional.	
Remember	that	if	we	don’t	forgive	
others,	then	God	won’t	forgive	us.	
Likewise,	don’t	judge	your	neighbor	
or	you	will	fall	under	God’s	just	judg-
ment.		

10)	Trust	in	God;	Not	Yourself		

Believe	what	the	Lord	teaches	
through	His	Church.	Don’t	subject	the	
Word	of	God	to	your	own	personal	
review;	we	don’t	know	better	than	He	
does.	The	way	to	the	Kingdom	is	to	
follow	Christ;	we	cannot	make	it	
there	ourselves.

TOP	10	TIPS	TO	LIVING	AN	ORTHODOX	CHRISTIAN	WAY	OF	LIFE
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Parish activities... 
S.H.A.R.E.S. Cards changes:
To enroll,  go to Save Mart’s website www.savemart.-
com/shares/   and  select  St.  Peter  Serbian  Orthodox 
Church as your charity. You will have an option of a 
phone number, credit/debit card or both.  If you pay 
cash or by check for your groceries, you can type in 
your phone number or give it  to the cashier.  If you 
buy  your  groceries  using  credit  cards  you  can  add 
your card number as well as a phone number.  Your 
purchase is automatically credited to St. Peter’s.  Once 
you sign up with e-Scrip though Save Mart then you 
are automatically registered with all of the e-Scrip par-
ticipating merchants and online stores.
Another way to support our 
Scholarship Fund is through 
Amazon Smile. Remember, always start at smile.ama-
zon.com and Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of 
your eligible AmazonSmile purchases. Select “Serbian 
Orthodox Church of St Peter” as your charity.  It is 
very simple and easy!

Also, remember that you can donate directly to the 
Scholarship Fund at any time.  All donations are great-
ly appreciated!

Annual Thanksgiving 
Food Drive:
Parishioners are once 
again invited to partici-
pate in our 30th annual 
Thanksgiving Food Drive 
for the Needy in prepara-
tion for the Holiday sea-
son. We will be collecting non-
perishable food items. Start bring- ing 
your donations to church with you on Sunday, October 
22 and drop it off in the social hall. The final day of col-
lection will be on November 19 which is the Sunday 
before Thanksgiving, We also welcome cash donations 
towards turkeys, fresh produce etc. Food baskets will 
go to needy families in our local community!

Church property workday:  

Saturday, October 21 at 9:00 a.m.  Come and volunteer 
to spend a few hours doing various projects and much 
needed work on the property before the winter months 
set in and while it is still nice outside.  Please see 
Jonathan Hart or Anne Mikitish to sign up today!

M E S S E N G E R

The Circle of Sisters invites you to attend their 69th anniversary patron saint day celebration ...

Sveta Petka 
Sunday, October 29 

Divine Liturgy at 9:30 a.m. 

Luncheon at Noon 
Blessing of the Kolac and Wheat in the Social Hall before lunch 

Honored Kuma: Ala Spolsdoff 

There is no charge for the luncheon.  
A free-will offering is welcome! 

Join our Sisters in celebrating their Patron Saint Day!

http://www.savemart.com/shares/
http://www.savemart.com/shares/
https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=BKM94FC3JWEU&K=A1MM2AG9FIQWDS&R=Z5LHT5YUJIRY&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fref%3Dpe_830720_136174660_smi_em_we2_l1_smi&A=2HH0JXYI1R9MBK2UQOF9Y44JOV0A&H=TKAQAMYYIH5PBOYVFBAZNLU7NDSA&ref_=pe_830720_136174660_smi_em_we2_l1_smi
https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=BKM94FC3JWEU&K=A1MM2AG9FIQWDS&R=Z5LHT5YUJIRY&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fref%3Dpe_830720_136174660_smi_em_we2_l1_smi&A=2HH0JXYI1R9MBK2UQOF9Y44JOV0A&H=TKAQAMYYIH5PBOYVFBAZNLU7NDSA&ref_=pe_830720_136174660_smi_em_we2_l1_smi
http://www.savemart.com/shares/
http://www.savemart.com/shares/
https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=BKM94FC3JWEU&K=A1MM2AG9FIQWDS&R=Z5LHT5YUJIRY&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fref%3Dpe_830720_136174660_smi_em_we2_l1_smi&A=2HH0JXYI1R9MBK2UQOF9Y44JOV0A&H=TKAQAMYYIH5PBOYVFBAZNLU7NDSA&ref_=pe_830720_136174660_smi_em_we2_l1_smi
https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=BKM94FC3JWEU&K=A1MM2AG9FIQWDS&R=Z5LHT5YUJIRY&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fref%3Dpe_830720_136174660_smi_em_we2_l1_smi&A=2HH0JXYI1R9MBK2UQOF9Y44JOV0A&H=TKAQAMYYIH5PBOYVFBAZNLU7NDSA&ref_=pe_830720_136174660_smi_em_we2_l1_smi
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B U L L E T I N  B O A R D

Vera	Coffeen	(IMO	Rademir	Stijovic)	
Mima	Stijovich	(IMO	Savo	Sjekloca)	
Lillian	Dutra	
Nadeja	Brountchenko		
Ronald	&	Radmila	Tarailo	
Dan	Dakovich	
Jesus	and	Yvonne	Duran	
Ljubomir	and	Lindy	Gligorijevic		
Angela	Smith	(IMO	Tomo	&	Danica	Pes-

tich)	
Darinka	Spadier	
Rebecca	Castro	Rowe	
Alisa	Rakich	Brooks	
Joseph	&	Lilya	Steele	
Oleg	and	Elena	Chern	
Maria	Kril	
Jim	&		Svetlana	Ward	

Eleanor	Christensen	
Christian	&Natalie	Poulsen	
Anthony	&	Cicily	Olivo	
Randy	&	Janice	McAtee	
Lyudmyla	May	
Fr.	Jim	&	Donna	Pappas			
Harry	&	Marnie	Butts	
Matthew	&	Sheryl	Imfeld	
Ron	&	Marjorie	Woolley	
Michael	&	Annabelle	Castro	
George	&	Diane	Chrisman	
Vera	Stanovich	Creech	
Mary	Ragenovich	
Vera	Naden	
Mike	&	Dona	Pestorich	
Louie	Obradovich	
Mike	&	Suzie	Spadier	

Frances	Radoicich	
Diane	Milutinovich	
Marcia	Taylor	
Pamela	Sagardia	
Seth	Gregory	
Jacob	Owens	
Jonathan	&	Deborah	Hart	
John	&	Liza	Petrosian	
Zorka	Tarailo	
Dale	&	Betty	Anne	Hadley	(and	friend	

Robert)	
Nada	Radojkovich	&	Hunter	Radich	

(IMO	of	Ripa	Wachter)	
Maura	Chaplain	
Natalie		Sidel	
Sandra	Sidel	
Vera	Dehefer

Church Fence Fundraising Appeal…
$50,000!

$5,000

$45,000

$40,000

$35,000

$30,000

$25,000

$20,000

$15,000

$10,000

Total	donated	as	of	September	30th:	$15,731.00

Please Help us to reach our goal to raise $50,000!
Thank you to the following parishioners and friends who have generously donated to our Church fence appeal…
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Alsobrook, Scott/Katherine
Bahn, Marilyn
Baziuk, John/Suzanna
Brickey, Gabe/Mika
Brooks, Alisa Rakich
Bukilica, Sally
Bundros, Christopher/Shirley
Cantu, Bert /Patti
Castro, Mike/Annabelle
Chaplain, Maura
Chern, Oleg/Elena
Chrisman, George/Diane
Christensen, Eleanor
Clemensen, Wayne/Lisa
Coffeen, Vera
Contreras, Alexander/Francine
Cucuk, Barbara
Dakovich, Dan
Darling, Lee
DeYoung, Ryan/Carrie
Dobrinen, Elizabeth
Dublin, Antonina
Duran, Ernie/Cheryl
Duran, Jesus/Yvonne
Epperson, Jason/Lamia
Foley, Jack/Heidi
Forhan, Philip/Bryn
Gligich, Daniel
Gligich, Fr. George/Elena
Granado, Olga
Hart, Jonathan/Deborah
Hatler, Charyce
Keves, Laszlo/Valentyna

Klingel, Friedhelm/Tatiana
Kojovich, Helen
Kornaros, Steven/Tara
Kril, Maria
Livanis, Peter
Lobkowski, Vladimir/Darlene
Marinovich, John/Nancy
Matthews, Dn. Brad/Peggy
May, Lyudmyla
McAtee, Randy/Janice
Mikitish, Anne
Milinich, Barbara
Miller, Eric/Yoly
Milovich, Robert
Milutinovich, George/Cathy
Myovich, Kyle/Niki
Naden, Vera
Oxford, Tom/Lynn
Pavic, Dejan
Pavlovich, George
Penny, Tim/Nancy
Pestich Smith, Angela
Pestorich, John/Charlene
Pestorich, John/Staci
Pestorich, Mark/Kristen
Pestorich, Mike/Dona
Pestorich, Vera/Larry
Petrosian, John/Liza
Popov, Marina
Poulsen, Christian/Natalie
Poznanovich, Momirka
Poznanovich, Selma
Radich, Ned/Kathy

Radoicich, Frances
Radojkovich, Nada
Radovich, Savo/Milka
Righetti, Marc/Jenny
Ristic, Branka
Romanenko, Andrej/Carolyn
Rowe, Rebecca
Scamagas, Peter/Katina
Shultz, Norman
Sidel, Natalie
Sidel, Sandra
Skochko, Steve/Allison
Smith, Cassidy
Smith, Terrence/Stacy
Spadier, Darinka
Spadier, Dushan/Juliana
Spolsdoff, James/Ala
Spolsdoff, Allison
Spolsdoff, Katherine
Stijovic, Mima
Tarailo, Ron/Radmila
Tarailo, Zorka
Urdesich, Jeff
Vucovich, Stephen/Kelly
Vukajlovic, Mark/Cristina
Vukajlovic, Mike
Ward, Jim/Svetlana
Wesseler, Dn. Joseph/Stacia
Wisar, David/Jenna
Woolley, James/Marjorie
Woolsey, Kathryn
Zenovich, Vera

Stewardship 2017
 Become a Steward of St. Peter’s and submit your new 

Pledge Card on Stewardship Sunday, November 12! 

October Altar Servers, Epistle Readers 
and Tutors Schedule:

Epistle:
October 1 / 21 Joseph Alsobrook
October 8 / 29 Jonathan Hart
October 15 Lazarus McAteeTeam 1

October 8 & 21
Braeden Epperson
Mason Epperson
Joseph Hart
Isaac Byers

Team 2
October 1, 15 & 29
Luke Alsobrook
Caleb Alsobrook
Lance Vukajović
Nickolas Vukajlović

Tutors:
October 1 / 21 Jonathan Hart / Natalie Sidel
October 8 / 29 Jim Ward / Vera Naden
October 24 Andrej Romanenko / Tim Penny
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Parish Directory
Contact Information: 
Phone:  (559) 227-5565 
Email: stpeter@me.com 
Website: www.stpeterfresno.com 

Parish Clergy: 
V. Rev. George Gligich  (559) 696-7015

Protodeacon Brad Matthews (Retired)

Deacon Joseph Wesseler (559) 936-6838


Choir Director: 
Peggy Matthews  (559) 960-2151


Parish Council: 
Anthony Olivo (559) 360-7115


Church School: 
Lamia Epperson (559) 430-9186


Circle of Sisters: 
Shirley Bundros (559) 940-9216


Men’s Club: 
Jonathan Hart (559 447-3079


Worship Services: 
Saturday Vespers at 5:00 p.m.
Confessions on Saturdays after vespers or 
during the week by appointment.

Sunday Liturgy at 9:30 a.m.
Church School on Sundays from September 
through May following Holy Communion.

Weeknight Vespers at 7:00 p.m.

Weekday Liturgy (Holy Days) 
at 9:00 a.m.

C A L E N D A R
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Church School Opening Day — September 17

Visit www.stpeterfresno.com for more pictures!
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