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	  “Hard	  sayings”	  indeed!	  
By	  Father	  Steven	  Kostoff	  

“If	  ninety-‐nine	  of	  us	  are	  good	  and	  
saintly	  but	  one	  of	  our	  brothers	  or	  
sisters	  is	  far	  from	  our	  solace	  and	  
support,	  in	  sin	  and	  darkness,	  be	  
sure	  that	  God	  is	  not	  among	  us	  nine-‐
ty-‐nine,	  but	  He	  has	  gone	  to	  Aind	  our	  
brother	  whom	  we	  have	  lost	  and	  
forgotten.”—Saint	  Nikolai	  Ve-‐
limirovic	  (+1956)	  

These	  deeply	  Gospel-‐inspired	  
words	  are	  clearly	  based	  on	  Christ’s	  
short	  parable,	  that	  of	  the	  Lost	  
Sheep,	  found	  in	  Luke	  15:3-‐7.	  	  This	  
is	  the	  Lirst	  of	  three	  parables	  that	  
the	  Lord	  directs	  against	  the	  phar-‐
isees	  who	  objected	  to	  Christ	  shar-‐
ing	  table	  fellowship	  with	  “tax	  col-‐
lectors	  and	  sinners.”	  	  This	  parable	  
is	  followed	  by	  that	  of	  the	  Lost	  Coin	  
(15:8-‐10)	  and	  the	  incomparable	  
parable	  of	  the	  Prodigal	  Son	  (15:11-‐
32).	  	  These	  three	  parables	  all	  share	  
a	  single	  theme:	  	  God	  will	  seek	  out	  
the	  lost	  at	  all	  costs.	  	  And	  that,	  in	  
turn,	  is	  the	  Gospel.	  	  From	  God’s	  
perspective,	  “no	  one	  is	  left	  
behind.”	  	  From	  our	  human	  perspective,	  to	  live	  among	  the	  
“righteous”	  and	  to	  avoid	  sinners	  is	  not	  only	  easy,	  but	  
something	  to	  be	  sought	  after.	  	  Yet,	  that	  is	  not	  how	  life	  is	  
ordered—now	  or	  at	  any	  time	  in	  the	  past.	  	  Although	  loved	  

by	  God,	  that	  one	  brother	  or	  sister	  lost	  in	  sin	  and	  darkness	  
may	  today	  be	  described	  as	  one	  of	  our	  (many?)	  enemies.	  	  
And	  these	  “enemies”	  come	  in	  various	  forms	  and	  repre-‐
sent	  various	  things	  that	  are	  unlikeable	  or	  even	  distasteful	  
to	  us	  today—a	  member	  of	  a	  political	  party	  that	  we	  do	  not	  

trust	  or	  with	  whom	  we	  hardly	  ever	  
agree	  any	  given	  issue;	  a	  proponent	  
of	  an	  ideology	  we	  consider	  warped	  
and	  dangerous;	  an	  adherent	  of	  a	  
religion	  with	  beliefs	  and	  practices	  
that	  we	  cannot	  comprehend	  and	  
which	  “on	  the	  inside”	  we	  fear	  and	  
detest.	  	  The	  sin	  and	  darkness	  we	  
Lind	  in	  the	  other	  person	  can	  be	  real	  
or	  it	  can	  be	  imaginary,	  simply	  the	  
result	  of	  our	  perspective,	  if	  not	  
prejudice.	  	  Then	  again,	  there	  are	  
many	  human	  beings	  who	  are	  clear-‐
ly	  lost	  in	  “sin	  and	  darkness.”	  	  Such	  
human	  beings	  do	  things	  that	  are	  
both	  horrible	  and	  harmful.	  	  They	  
must	  be	  avoided	  and	  they	  must	  be	  
stopped	  from	  their	  evil	  activities.	  	  
Such	  is	  life	  in	  a	  world	  in	  which	  
good	  and	  evil	  co-‐exist.	  

Yet,	  if	  Saint	  Nikolai	  is	  properly	  in-‐
terpreting	  Christ’s	  parable,	  then	  we	  
must	  understand	  that	  according	  to	  
the	  Lord,	  such	  persons	  are	  still	  
loved	  by	  God	  “Who	  desires	  that	  all	  

men	  be	  saved	  and	  to	  come	  to	  the	  knowledge	  of	  the	  
truth”	  (1	  Timothy	  2:4).	  	  And	  they	  are	  still	  loved	  even	  if	  
they	  do	  not	  come	  to	  this	  “knowledge	  of	  the	  truth,”	  tragic	  
as	  that	  may	  prove	  to	  be.	  	  And	  further,	  if	  Saint	  Nikolai	  is	  
correct,	  then	  what	  he	  says	  is	  not	  sentimental,	  but	  an	  ex-‐
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pression	  of	  the	  boundless	  love	  of	  God	  that	  knows	  no	  lim-‐
its:	  “For	  God	  so	  loved	  the	  world,	  that	  he	  gave	  His	  only-‐be-‐
gotten	  Son	  so	  that	  those	  who	  believe	  in	  Him	  should	  not	  
perish,	  but	  have	  eternal	  life”	  (John	  3:16).	  	  There	  is	  no	  sen-‐
timentality	  in	  the	  Cross,	  so	  when	  the	  Father	  “gave”	  His	  
Son	  to	  the	  world	  that	  He	  loved,	  that	  meant	  that	  Christ	  
had	  to	  embrace	  the	  Cross	  to	  fully	  reveal	  God’s	  love	  for	  
us.	  	  “You	  were	  bought	  with	  a	  price,”	  the	  Apostle	  Paul	  re-‐
minds	  us	  (1	  Corinthians	  6:20).	  

The	  words	  of	  Saint	  Nikolai	  are	  closely	  related	  to	  a	  pas-‐
sage	  from	  the	  new	  book	  of	  Frederica	  Mathewes-‐Green,	  
Welcome	  to	  the	  Orthodox	  Church. 	  In	  fact,	  I	  discovered	  
the	  above	  passage	  from	  Saint	  Nikolai	  in	  her	  book,	  imme-‐
diately	  following	  what	  she	  wrote	  on	  the	  subject	  of	  God’s	  
love:	  “The	  idea	  is	  to	  love	  the	  world,	  even	  though	  it	  hates	  
you.	  	  That	  is	  what	  Christ	  did,	  and	  what	  He	  can	  do	  in	  you.	  	  
Progress	  in	  the	  spiritual	  life	  is	  literally	  growth	  in	  com-‐
munion	  and	  union	  with	  Christ,	  and	  He	  has	  loved	  every	  
human	  being	  in	  the	  whole	  history	  of	  the	  world”	  (p.	  81).	  	  
This	  teaching	  was	  beautifully	  conLirmed	  by	  Saint	  Silouan	  
of	  Mount	  Athos,	  a	  rather	  recently	  gloriLied/canonized	  
saint	  of	  the	  Church	  who	  died	  in	  1938.	  	  Living	  a	  life	  of	  si-‐
lence	  and	  prayer	  on	  Mount	  Athos—the	  holy	  mountain—
Saint	  Silouan,	  in	  his	  teaching,	  said,	  “The	  soul	  cannot	  
know	  peace	  unless	  she	  prays	  for	  her	  enemies….	  	  The	  
Lord	  taught	  me	  to	  love	  my	  enemies.	  	  Without	  the	  grace	  of	  
God	  we	  cannot	  love	  our	  enemies.	  	  Only	  the	  Holy	  Spirit	  
teaches	  love,	  and	  then	  even	  devils	  arouse	  our	  pity	  be-‐
cause	  they	  have	  fallen	  from	  good,	  and	  lost	  humility	  in	  
God….	  	  If	  you	  will	  pray	  for	  your	  enemies,	  peace	  will	  come	  
to	  you;	  but	  when	  you	  can	  love	  your	  enemies—know	  that	  

a	  great	  measure	  of	  the	  grace	  of	  God	  dwells	  in	  you,	  though	  
I	  do	  not	  say	  perfect	  grace	  as	  yet,	  but	  sufLicient	  for	  salva-‐
tion.	  	  Whereas	  if	  you	  revile	  your	  enemies,	  it	  means	  there	  
is	  an	  evil	  spirit	  living	  in	  you	  and	  bringing	  evil	  thoughts	  
into	  your	  heart	  for,	  in	  the	  words	  of	  the	  Lord,	  ‘Out	  of	  your	  
heart	  proceed	  evil	  thoughts	  or	  good	  thoughts….	  	  If	  you	  
cannot	  love,	  then	  at	  least	  do	  not	  revile	  or	  curse	  your	  en-‐
emies,	  and	  things	  will	  already	  be	  better,	  but	  if	  a	  man	  
curses	  and	  abuses	  his	  enemies,	  it	  is	  plain	  that	  an	  evil	  
spirit	  lives	  in	  him,	  and	  if	  he	  does	  not	  repent,	  when	  he	  
dies	  he	  will	  go	  to	  the	  place	  where	  evil	  spirits	  dwell.	  	  May	  
the	  Lord	  preserve	  every	  soul	  from	  such	  adversity….	  	  
Thus	  our	  thought	  must	  be	  that	  all	  should	  be	  saved.	  	  The	  
soul	  sorrows	  for	  her	  enemies	  and	  prays	  for	  them	  be-‐
cause	  they	  have	  strayed	  from	  the	  truth	  and	  their	  faces	  
are	  set	  towards	  hell.	  	  That	  is	  love	  for	  our	  enemies.	  	  When	  
Judas	  bethought	  him	  to	  betray	  the	  Lord,	  the	  Lord	  was	  
stirred	  to	  pity	  and	  showed	  him	  what	  he	  was	  doing.	  	  Thus	  
must	  we,	  too,	  be	  gentle	  with	  those	  who	  err	  and	  stray,	  and	  
we	  shall	  be	  saved	  by	  God’s	  mercy”	  [Saint	  Silouan	  the	  
Athonite	  by	  Archimandrite	  Sophrony,	  pp.	  376-‐378].	  

These	  are	  “hard	  sayings,”	  indeed.	  	  In	  fact,	  such	  teaching	  
may	  seem	  unrealistic	  within	  the	  chaotic	  and	  dangerous	  
world	  in	  which	  we	  live.	  	  Yet	  the	  Gospel	  is	  always	  leading	  
us	  toward	  a	  “higher	  way,”	  one	  experienced	  by	  the	  saints
—Llesh	  and	  blood	  human	  beings	  such	  as	  we	  are—and	  
thus	  “possible”	  even	  though	  it	  may	  seem	  to	  be	  “impossi-‐
ble.”	  	  Being	  a	  Christian	  is	  about	  striving	  toward	  that	  high	  
calling	  of	  the	  Gospel.	  	  Keeping	  in	  mind	  that	  God	  will	  al-‐
ways	  seek	  the	  lost	  sheep	  may	  prove	  to	  lead	  us	  along	  that	  
same	  path.

A Prayer for Our Parish Community and 
For All Those Looking for Jesus Christ … 

O Lord Jesus Christ, our God, You see our weaknesses and failures, and 
hear our prayers for guidance and strength. Turn our hearts, strengthen our 
trust, and deepen our understanding of Your promises. Assist us with Your 
Holy Angels in promoting Your Word. Strengthen us by the power of Your 
most holy, precious, and life-giving Cross. Send down upon us the grace of 
the Holy Spirit, and help us to reach those who search for You, that with 
loving kindness our parish family might be the place where they feel wel-
come and can find You.  

Look down also upon those throughout the world who are already catechumens and make them worthy in due time 
to be united to Your Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church, and number them with Your chosen flock.  

With open hearts and minds, may we prayerfully grow together, for You are the Helper of the weak, a merciful 
God, the Savior of all, and to You we ascribe glory, with Your Father, who is without beginning, and Your most 
holy, good, and life creating Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.
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From the parish records… 
Funerals: 
Dushan “Duke” Balich, 87 on July 18, 
2015. 

Memory Eternal!

Congratulations to the following parishioners 
and former parishioners who had babies during 
the summer…
To David & Jenna Wisar on the recent birth of their 

2nd daughter Rosalee Katherine;
To our St. Vladimir’s Seminarian Joseph and Sta-
cia Wesseler on the birth of son #2, Atticus Se-
bastian;

To former parishioners Nathan and Catherine Smith 
on their first child, daughter Laura Lee;

To former parishioners Andrew and Valerie Haug on 
their 3rd son Luke Nicholas!

Many Years!

Parish activities... 
S.H.A.R.E.S. Cards: 
We are currently raising 
funds for the parish 
scholarship fund through 
the program by Save Mart 
and Food Maxx Supermarkets, which gives up to 
3% of your purchases to our St. Peter Scholarship 
Fund. All you need to do is swipe your SHARES 
card before you pay for your groceries. SHARES 
cards are available in the narthex. For the 2nd 
quarter of 2014 we received $394.55.  Pick one up 
today and start shopping!  

Change for Babies Campaign:
We thank all who have participated in the Fresno 
Pregnancy Care Center’s annual fundraiser!  Our 
parish collected $821.40, for the important pro-life 
work of this vey important facility.   Thank you 
and God bless you for your generosity! 

Parish Website:
Miss church one Sunday?  Did you know that we 
post the weekly bulletin on the web?  Simply go 
to www.stpeterfresno.com and view the bulletin 
at home.
Annual Thanksgiving Food Drive:
Parishioners are once again invited to participate 
in our annual Thanksgiving Food Drive for the 
Needy in preparation for the Holiday season. We 

will be collecting nonperishable food items. Start 
bringing your donations to church with you on
Sunday, October 26 and drop it off in the social 
hall. The final day of collection will be on No-
vember 23 which is the Sunday before Thanksgiv-
ing, We also welcome cash donations towards 
turkeys, fresh produce etc. Food baskets will go 
to needy families in our local community!

Volunteer at Saint Agnes—Share in a Sa-
cred Trust:
 Join St. Agnes Hospi-
talʼs community of car-
ing, compassionate volunteers who share in the 
ministry of visiting the sick. The Center for Spiri-
tual Care will offer a 5 session training beginning 
October 2 to persons interested in hospital min-
istry. Topics to be covered include spirituality, 
prayer, listening, diversity, grief and loss. Please 
call 450-3854 for information or registration.  An 
application, interview and pastors recommenda-
tion are required.

http://www.stpeterfresno.com
http://www.stpeterfresno.com
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“We pray for those who are being persecuted for their faith, especially 
the Christian faithful of Egypt, Syria and across theMiddle East, that 
the Lord God will send down upon them every spiritual weapon to en-

dure their tribulations; and that He will grant that Peace which passes 
all understanding upon the region, and throughout the whole world, as 

a foretaste of His heavenly Kingdom. Amen.”

Remember the persecuted Christians in the Middle East daily with the following prayer...

To My Dear Parish Family,  
It is with great joy that I am able to be celebrating the Liturgy on Sundays after many weeks of 
hospitalization. While I will still be recovering at home over the next few months the doctors 
have given me permission to only serve the Liturgy on Sunday morning, and to not resume any 
other work responsibilities until I am completely healed. Father Jim will continue to cover sick 
visitations and emergency needs. 

Protinica Elena, our sons and I, would like to express our heartfelt gratitude to all of you for 
your love, prayers and support. We were overwhelmed with the beautiful expressions of care and 
concern for our family. Thank you to all who sent cards, visited me in the hospital, prepared 
meals for the family, brought me food at the hospital, and most of all remembered me in prayer. 
Your kindness and generosity gave us such comfort during this difficult time. Thank you and 
may God continue to bless our parish family! 
With Love in Christ, Father George

Stewardship Reflection 
  

Luke 5:11 
They forsook all and followed Him. 
  
 When the fishermen followed Christ, they left everything. Their families, jobs, boats and belong-
ings. While reflecting on this passage, we should think about our daily lives related to the Orthodox faith. 
 What is our commitment to Christ? What do we give up for our faith? Imagine giving up every-
thing in today's world to follow Christ. What would we change to become more Christ-like? 
 Many people are hesitant to make the commitment that the fishermen did but what if we focus on 
the small changes? Can we give up a luxury we have? Can we eliminate a passion that challenges us? Can 
we focus on removing a bad habit? All "small" in comparison to the fishermen but "big" in our effort to-
wards personal Salvation.
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The Serbian Mothers' Club invites you to attend 
our patron saint day celebration ... 

Sveta Petka 
Sunday, October 25 
Divine Liturgy at 9:30 a.m. 

Luncheon at Noon 
Blessing of the Kolac and Wheat in thew hall before lunch 

There is no charge for the luncheon. A free-will of-
fering is welcome! 

Join our Mothers' Club in celebrating their Patron Saint Day!

The 4th, 5th, & 6th Grade Class invites all parishioners to Breakfast!

Big Breakfast  
Fundraiser  

To benefit the Alaskan Monastic communities of St. Nilus Skete & St. Archangel Michael Skete

Sunday October 4 
Immediately following the Liturgy.

Donation: $5.00 

Come and support our church school kids as they raise funds for the following items need-
ed by our Alaskan Monastic Communities: Warm socks; fishing licenses; fishing poles; 

salmon (fishing) nets, and many other items needed by our monastics who are continually 
praying for our parish community!
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Team 1
October 4 & 18
Braeden Epperson
Mason Epperson
Joseph Hart
Jonathan Crawford
Jeremy Crawford
Michael Work

Team 2
October 11 & 25
Luke Alsobrook
Caleb Alsobrook
Lance Vukajović
Nickolas Vukajlović
Josiah Alfaro
Justus Alfaro

October Altar Schedule:

M E S S E N G E R

Stewardship 2015
A note on stewardship:
To date $135,000 has been pledged for 2015.  To meet our monthly expenses of 
$15,000, we need a total of $180,000 in pledges.  Join our list of Stewards in 
2015, and for those who have pledged, please consider increasing your pledge 
in support of the work of Christ and His St. Peter Church!

Alsobrook, Scott/Katie
Angelich, Olga
Angelich, Robert
Bahn, Marilyn
Balich, Dusan
Baziuk, John/Suzanna
Brooks, Alisa Rakich
Bukilica, Sally
Bundros, Christopher/Shirley
Byers, Andy / Kristina
Cantu, Bert/Patti
Castro, Mike/Annabelle
Chaplain, Maura
Chern, Oleg/Elena
Chernyakova, Irina
Chrisman, George/Diane
Christensen, Eleanor
Clemensen, Wayne/Lisa
Coffeen, Vera
Crawford, Jonathan/Sharon
Cucuk, Bill/Georgia
Cucuk, Barbara
Darling, Lee
Davis, Dn. John/Daria
DeYoung, J. Ryan/Carrie
Dublin, Antonina
Duran, Ernie/Cheryl
Duran, Jesus/Yvonne
Epperson, Jason/Lamia
Erbez, Chris
Foley, John/Heidi
Gligich, Daniel

Gligich, Fr. George/Elena
Gligich, John
Granado, Olga
Gruich, Gregory
Hart, Jonathan/Deborah
Isaak, Tamara
Kojovich, Helen
Livanis, Peter
Lobkowski, Vlad/Darlene
Marinovich, John/Nancy
Matthews, Dn. Brad/Peggy
May, Lyudmyla
McAtee, Randy/Janice
Milinich, Barbara
Miller, Eric/Yoly
Naden, Vera
Nika, Rodika
Olivo, Anthony/Cicily
Oxford, Tom/Lynn
Pavic, Dejan
Pavlovich, George
Penny, Tim/Nancy
Pestich, Angela
Pestorich, Mike/Dona
Pestorich, John/Stacy
Pestorich, Vera/Larry
Petrosian, John/Liza
Poulsen, Christian/Natalie
Poznanovich, Momirka
Poznanovich, Selma
Radich, Ned/Kathy
Radoicich, Frances

Radojkovich, Nada
Radovich, Savo/Milka
Ragenovich, Mary
Romanenko, Andrej/Carolyn
Rowe, Stephen/Rebecca
Scamagas, Peter/Katina
Shultz, Norm/Noni
Sidel, Natalie
Sidel, Sandra
Skochko, Steve/Allison
Smirnov, Nicholas/Gayle
Smith, Nathan/Catherine
Smith,Cassidy
Smith, Terrence/Stacy (Batrich)
Spadier, Darinka
Spadier, Dushan/Julianna
Spolsdoff, James/Ala
Steele, Joseph/Lilya
Stijovic, Mima
Tarailo, Ron/Radmila
Tarailo, Zorka
Tong, Cindee
Vodak, Gary/Jamie
Vukajlovic, Larry
Vukajlovich, Mark/Cristina
Vukajlovich, Mike
Ward, Jim/Svetlana
White, William H.
Wiser, David/Jenna
Woolley, James/Marjorie
Zenovich, Vera

Epistle Readers Schedule:
October 4 

Lazarus McAtee
October 11

Joseph Alsobrook
October 18

Jonathan Hart
October 25

Lazarus McAtee
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Parish Directory

Contact Information: 
Church Office: (559) 227-2840 
Church Hall:  (559) 227-5565 
FAX:  (559) 227-0501 
Email: stpeter@me.com 
Website: www.stpeterfresno.com 

Parish Clergy: 
V.Rev. George Gligich  (559) 325-8528

Protodeacon Brad Matthews (Retired) 

Choir Director: 
Peggy Matthews  (559) 960-2151


Worship Services: 

Saturday Vespers at 5:00 p.m.
Confessions on Saturdays after vespers or 
during the week by appointment.

Sunday Liturgy at 9:30 a.m.
Church School on Sundays from September 
through May following Holy Communion.

Weeknight Vespers at 
7:00 p.m.

Weekday Liturgy (Holy Days) 
at 9:00 a.m.

Liturgy & Church School 

9:30 a.m.

Mothers’ Club 12:30p

Liturgy & Church School 

9:30 a.m.

Parish Council 12:30p

Liturgy & Church School 

9:30 a.m.

Liturgy & Church School 

9:30 a.m.

Mothers’ Club Slava

No Vespers

No Vespers

No Vespers

No Vespers

No Vespers

Men's Club 6:00 p.m.

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

313029282726

242322212019

171615141312

1098765

321

4

11

18

25

Protection

St. Petka St. Luke

Annual Thanksgiving Food 
Drive starts on October 25!

mailto:stpeter@me.com
http://www.stpeterfresno.com
mailto:stpeter@me.com
http://www.stpeterfresno.com
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First day of the 2015-16 Church School year!
View more pictures from our September 20 Opening Day at www.stpeterfresno.com

http://www.stpeterfresno.com
http://www.stpeterfresno.com

