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Overcoming Secularism…  
by Fr. Alexander Schmemann
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By Father Alexander Schmemann

The first level of that religious 
restoration is, without any doubt, 
the liturgical one. Our Church need 
not be ashamed of her identification 
with liturgy, of her reputation as the 
liturgical Church par excellence, even 
if, in Western categories, this is 
understood as a lack of concern for 
the social and activistic aspects of 
Christianity. For the liturgy was always 
experienced and understood in our 
Church as precisely the entering of 
men into, and communion with, the 
reality of the Kingdom of God, as that 
experience of God which alone 
makes possible everything else— all 
"action", all "fight." And in this sense 
the less pragmatic and "world-
oriented" it is—the more "useful'' it is. 
In my article on the Liturgical Problem 
I tried to describe the main aspects of what I 
understand as liturgical restoration. Let me repeat here 
only that it consists fundamentally in the recovery by 
the Church of the true spirit and meaning of liturgy, as 

an all-embracing vision of life, including heaven and 
earth, time and eternity, spirit and matter and as the 
power of that vision to transform our lives. But in order 
to recover this the priest who is, above everything else, 
the celebrant of the liturgy, its guardian and interpreter, 
must cease to consider the liturgy and the liturgical life 
of the parish in terms of "attendance", "needs", 

" p o s s i b i l i t i e s " a n d 
impossibilities''. The reasoning: 
"since no one comes to church 
on Saturday night, why have a 
service?"—is the very type of 
reasoning that must be radically 
rejected. For, as we have seen, 
the only real justification of the 
par i sh as o rgan iza t ion i s 
precisely to make the liturgy, the 
cult of the Church as complete, 
as Orthodox, as adequate as 
possible, and it is the liturgy, 
therefore, that is the basic 
c r i te r ion o f the on ly rea l 
"success" of the parish. Let the 
Saturday service—this unique 
weekly celebration of Christ's 
resurrection, this essential 
" source" o f ou r Chr i s t ian 
understanding of time and life, 

be served week after week in an empty church—then 
at least the various secular "expressions'' and "leaders" 
of the parish: committees, commissions and boards, 
may become aware of the simple fact that their claim: 
"we work for the Church" is an empty claim, for if the 
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"Church" for which they work is not primarily a praying 
and worshipping Church it is not "Church", whatever 
their work, effort and enthusiasm. Is it not indeed a 
tragic paradox: we build ever greater and richer and 
more beautiful churches and we pray less and less in 
them? Is it not the only real measure of our "success" 
that today one may easily be a "Church-member" (and 
even a "president of the Church") in good standing 
spending some fifty-two hour's in Church per year? 
And finally, are the massive and complex organizations 
known as "parishes" and which spend an infinitely su-
perior number of hours discussing their "fund raising" 
really necessary for those fifty-two hours of corporate 
prayer? The liturgy—which is the sole responsibility of 
the priest, his "area" par excellence—must become 
again the measure, the criterion, the judgment of the 
"parish life." All conversations about people being 
"busy" and "having no time" are no excuses. People 
were always busy, people always worked, and in the 
past they were, in fact, much busier and had more ob-
stacles to overcome in order to come to Church. In the 
last analysis it all depends where the treasure of man 
is—for there will be his heart. The only difference be-
tween the present and the past is—and I have repeat-
ed this many times— that in the past a man knew that 
he has to make an effort, and that today he expects 
from the Church an effort to adjust herself to him and 
his "possibilities". The liturgical restoration must be 
thus the first challenge to secularism, the first judgment 
on the all-powerful "prince of this world.”

The second religious task and justification of the 
parish is education. At present it is limited almost 
exclusively to children and teenagers and constitutes a 
specialized department within the parish, very often not 
even under the direct guidance of the priest. What I 
have in mind here is something much more general: it 
is the concept of the Christian life as "discipleship" and 
"education", and thus the understanding of the whole 
parish as an unceasing education. Virtually all our 
difficulties, crises and conflicts have as their principle 
cause the almost abysmal ignorance by our people of 
the very elements of Christianity. A recent survey 
shows that more than seventy-five percent of 
parishioners in "good standing" have never read the 
Gospel—except what they hear in Church on Sunday
—not to speak of the Old Testament. If one adds to this 
that even some hierarchs think that a formal 
theological education is not a real "must" for a priest, 
and that a substantial number of our priests do not 
consider teaching their flocks to be their sacred duty—
one has the peculiar image of a Church disinterested in 
the very object of her being. But the Christian concept 
of faith includes both—the act of believing and the 
content of belief and one without the other makes a 
faith dead.

Finally the third essential dimension of the 
religious restoration in the parish is the recovery of 
its missionary character. And by this I mean primarily 
a shift from the selfish self-centeredness of the modern 
parish to the concept of the parish as servant. We use 
today an extremely ambiguous phraseology: we praise 
men because they "serve their parish", for example. 
"Parish" is an end in itself justifying all sacrifices, all 
efforts, all activities. "For the benefit of the parish" . . . 
But it is ambiguous because the parish is not an end in 
itself and once it has become one—it is, in fact, an idol 
condemned as all other idols in the Gospel. The parish 
is the means for men of serving God and it itself must 
serve God and His work and only then is it justified and 
becomes "Church". And again it is the sacred duty and 
the real function of the priest not to "serve the parish", 
but to make the parish serve God—and there is a 
tremendous difference be- tween these two functions. 
And for the parish to serve God means, first of all, to 
help God's work wherever it is to be helped. I am 
convinced, and it is enough to read the Gospel just 
once to be convinced, that as long as our seminaries 
are obliged, year after year, literally to beg for money, 
as long as we cannot afford a few chaplains to take 
care of our students on college campuses, as long as 
so many obvious, urgent, self-evident spiritual needs of 
the Church remain unfulfilled because each parish 
must first "take care of itself"—the beautiful mosaics, 
golden vestments and jeweled crosses do not please 
God and that which does not please God is not 
Christian whatever the appearances. If a man says "I 
won't help the poor because I must first take care of 
myself" we call it selfishness and term it a sin. If a 
parish says it and acts accordingly we consider it 
Christian—but as long as this "double standard" is 
accepted as a self-evident norm, as long as all this is 
praised and glorified as good and Christian at 
innumerable parish banquets and "affairs", the parish 
betrays rather than serves God.

But having said all this one can hear the question: "All 
this may be right and good, but how does one even 
start one of these 'restorations'?" Is not all this the best 
illustration of precisely those "impossibilities" which 
were mentioned at the beginning of this article? And it 
is here that I will remind my reader of the other—the 
"personal" dimension of Orthodoxy. I am fully aware 
that the parish as organization, cannot be "converted" 
to any of these ideals, except perhaps theoretically. In 
fact, none was in the long history of the Church, which 
begins with the terrible words addressed to one of the 
oldest "parishes": "I know your works, you have the 
name of being alive and you are dead" (Rev. 3:1). 
Conversion and faith are always personal, and this 
means that although the priest must preach to all, it is 
always some who hear and receive and accept the 
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Word and respond to it. As I said above the greatest 
tragedy and the surrender to secular- ism consist pre-
cisely in the fact that the parish—as organization, as an 
impersonal majority, as ail—has virtually concealed 
from the pastor the person, who is the ultimate object 
of God's love and saving grace. We are so obsessed 
with the social that not only do we neglect the person 
but we simply do not believe anymore that it is the so-
cial that depends on the personal and not vice versa. 
But Christ preached to the multitudes, to all, yet he 
chose the twelve and spent most of His time teaching 
them”privately". Mutatis mutandis, we must follow the 
same pattern and it is the only way to the solution of 
our spiritual problem. 

Speaking of the liturgical restoration I mentioned the 
empty Church. In reality, however, it will not be empty
—and if "two or three" attend and participate and 
"enjoy" the service we have not labored in vain. If but a 
handful of men and women will discover the sweetness 
of the knowledge of God, will meet to read and to 
understand the Gospel, to deepen their spiritual life—

we have not labored in vain. If a few will decide to 
organize a little missionary group, to direct their 
attention to the needs of the Church—we have not 
labored in vain. The priest must free himself from the 
obsession with numbers and success, must learn to 
value the only real success: That which is hidden in 
God and cannot be reported in statistics and credited 
to him at parish affairs. He must himself rediscover the 
eternal truth about "a little leaven which leavens the 
whole lump" (I Cor. 5:6)—for this is the very essence of 
Christian faith. For these few will— whether they want 
it or not—become witnesses and sooner or later their 
testimony will bear its fruit. The parish may be 
improved but only a person can be saved. Yet his 
salvation has a tremendous meaning for all and thus 
for the parish itself. Once more—what is, indeed, 
impossible for a parish, is being constantly revealed as 
possible for a person and, in the last analysis the whole 
meaning of Christianity is the victory, made possible for 
man by Christ, over the impossibilities imposed on man 
by the "world."

From the parish records…

Funeral:
Gary Vodak, 68 on September 29, 2016.
 
Memory Eternal!

Wedding:
Travis Baird and Marie Pilipenko, on Sep-
tember 25, 2016.

     Many Years!

WELCOMING, INCLUDING 
AND NURTURING:
Parish life has many aspects (ministry, 
worship, catechesis, feasts, etc.). One 
of the joys of parish life is the welcom-
ing of new people: a kind word, some 
conversation, and an invitation to at-
tend a gathering on a Sunday after-
noon—these kinds of interactions are 
foundational for Christian fellowship 
and, therefore, evangelization and 
church growth. We make a special 
effort, or should, to reach out to those 
who are new to the parish, and to 
those in the parish that we do not yet 
know. I wonder, as you look around at 
the faces of those in Church on a Sun-
day, or in the Hall, are there people 
whose names you do not know? In-
troduce yourself to them. Why? Chris-

tian love (agape) urge us to make oth-
ers feel welcome. Not all of us are ex-
troverts, or socially oriented, never-
theless, a kind and welcoming word 
to those around us that we don’t 
know, and familiarity—knowing the 
names of whom we see weekly—are 
our responsibility as members of the 
Body of Christ. Let us also recognize 
that there are those in the parish that 
are quietly suffering. The Orthodox 
blogger Tawni Rebecca writes that: 
“too often the needy within our 
parishes are forced to seek the support 
they need on the outside. People 
struggling with serious and chronic 
illnesses, families with special-needs 
children, single parents, and others 
need their parish to be there for them 
in concrete ways—and yet because of 
their extra burdens are often even 

more disconnected than most. Rather 
than offering a general ‘let us know if 
you need anything’ comment, indi-
viduals and organizations can make a 
real difference by making specific of-
fers, such as ‘we should get coffee, 
when would be a good time for you?’ 
Or ‘the young adult group would like 
to come mow your yard, is this Satur-
day good?’ If in doubt whether some-
thing you could offer would be help-
ful in their situation, or if there are 
special considerations you should be 
aware of, it never hurts to ask; but let 
your asking communicate your desire 
to be truly helpful, not any sense of 
burden in accommodating them. If 
our local parishes are to be true Chris-
tian communities, we must be careful 
not to let these (of all) people fall 
through the cracks...”
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Parish activities... 
S.H.A.R.E.S. Cards changes:
As of April 1, Save Mart converted to eScrip for their 
non-profit fundraising program. To enroll, go to Save 
Mart’s website www.savemart.com/shares/ and select 
St. Peter Serbian Orthodox Church as your charity. You 
will have an option of a phone number, credit/debit 
card or both.  If you pay cash or by check for your gro-
ceries, you can type in your phone number or give it to 
the  cashier.    If  you  buy  your  groceries  using  credit 
cards  you  can  add  your  card  number  as  well  as  a 
phone number.  Your purchase is automatically credit-
ed  to  St.  Peter’s.   Once  you  sign  up  with  e-Scrip 
though Save  Mart  then  you are  automatically  regis-
tered  with  all  of  the  e-Scrip  participating  merchants 
and online stores.
Another way 
to support 
our Scholarship 
Fund is through Ama- zon Smile. Remember, al-
ways start at smile.amazon.com and Amazon will do-
nate 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile 
purchases. Select “Serbian Orthodox Church of St Pe-
ter” as your charity.  It is very simple and easy!
Also, remember that you can donate directly to the 
Scholarship Fund at any time.  All donations are 
greatly appreciated!

Diocesan Days 2016:  
We would like to thank the parishioners who attended 
the annual Diocesan Days gathering over Labor Day 

weekend and prepared the dinner on Friday for all of 
the attendees:  Mike and Annabelle  Castro;  Alisa  Ra-
kich-Brooks, Anthony Olivo; Elena and Daniel Gligich; 
Anastacia Cooper and Christopher Bundros.  A special 
thanks to Ala Spolsdoff for baking baklava for dessert 
and to Ron Tarailo for the grapes from Fresno State, 
which were enjoyed by all!

Annual 
Thanksgiving 
Food Drive:
Parishioners are 
once again invited 
to participate in 
our 29th annual 
Thanksgiving Food Drive 
for the Needy in preparation for the 
Holiday season. We will be collecting nonperishable 
food items. Start bringing your donations to church 
with you on Sunday, October 23 and drop it off in the 
social hall. The final day of collection will be on No-
vember 20 which is the Sunday before Thanksgiving, 
We also welcome cash donations towards turkeys, 
fresh produce etc. Food baskets will go to needy fami-
lies in our local community!

A Reminder:
We take this opportunity to remind everyone that if 
you accidentally set off the alarm in one of the build-
ings to immediately call Valley Security and Alarm at 
the number listed on the cover of the keypad and re-
port it as a false alarm. The Fresno police will charge 
the church $150.00 for each false alarm. Thank you!

M E S S E N G E R

 SOME ADVICE FOR PARENTS:
If you expect your children to be obedient to you, you must show them how, specifically, by being obedient to the 
Gospel (worship, prayer, forgiveness, patience, love for all, morality and ethics, etc.). Otherwise, your children will 
see “loopholes” in the way you act and use that knowledge, perhaps unconsciously, for their own advantage. If you 
don’t at least struggle to fast as you are able, the devil himself will find loopholes in you, and assist you— by means 
of logismi, i.e., thoughts, to rationalize all kinds of things that betray your Orthodox faith. Husband and wife must 
obey each other (one does not “lord it over the other”), if they want their children to obey them. Secondly, never 
complain in front of the children, either about your husband, your wife, your friends, food, the Church (may God for-
bid!) or anyone else. Be positive. Complaining teaches children how to complain. Is it a surprise when they do so? 
Finally, above all, love your children, and tell them you love them. Affirm what they like, be interested in them, listen 
to them. Don’t resent any sacrifice you have to make for them. Show them positive feelings, nothing negative. To 
sacrifice for your family is your glory. Yes, it may be exhausting, but it is the way to receive those crowns in heaven.

Fr. Lawrence Margitich

http://www.savemart.com/shares/
https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=BKM94FC3JWEU&K=A1MM2AG9FIQWDS&R=Z5LHT5YUJIRY&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fref%3Dpe_830720_136174660_smi_em_we2_l1_smi&A=2HH0JXYI1R9MBK2UQOF9Y44JOV0A&H=TKAQAMYYIH5PBOYVFBAZNLU7NDSA&ref_=pe_830720_136174660_smi_em_we2_l1_smi
http://www.savemart.com/shares/
https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=BKM94FC3JWEU&K=A1MM2AG9FIQWDS&R=Z5LHT5YUJIRY&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fref%3Dpe_830720_136174660_smi_em_we2_l1_smi&A=2HH0JXYI1R9MBK2UQOF9Y44JOV0A&H=TKAQAMYYIH5PBOYVFBAZNLU7NDSA&ref_=pe_830720_136174660_smi_em_we2_l1_smi
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B U L L E T I N  B O A R D

Sveta Petka 

Church School Family  
Barbecue and Movie Night 
October 15 at 6:00 p.m. 
All church school parents and children are invited to the home of Ernie 
and Cheryl Duran (560 E. Quincy, Fresno CA 93720) on Saturday, Octo-
ber 15 after Vespers. We will be watching the movie “Risen” (and an age 
appropriate movie for the little ones). 
 

All are asked to bring a side dish or a dessert!  The main entree will be 
provided.  Please email Fr. George at stpeter@me.com if you will be at-
tending.

mailto:stpeter@me.com
mailto:stpeter@me.com
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Alsobrook, Scott/Katherine
Angelich, Olga
Bahn, Marilyn
Baziuk, John/Suzanna
Brickey, Gabe/Mika
Brooks, Alisa Rakich
Bukilica, Sally
Bundros, Christopher/Shirley
Byers, Andrew/Kristina
Cantu, Bert/Patti
Castro, Mike/Annabelle
Castro, Rebecca
Chaplain, Maura
Chern, Oleg/Elena
Chrisman, George/Diane
Christensen, Eleanor
Clemensen, Wayne/Lisa
Coffeen, Vera
Contreras, Alexander/Francine
Cucuk, Barbara
Cucuk, Bill
Darling, Lee
DeYoung, J. Ryan/Carrie
Dobrinen, Elizabeth
Dublin, Antonina
Duran, Earnest/Cheryl
Duran, Jesus/Yvonne
Epperson, Jason/Lamia
Foley, Jack/Heidi
Forhan, Phil/Bryn
Gligich, Fr. George/Elena
Granado, Olga
Gruich, Gregory

Hart, Jonathan/Deborah
Isaak, Tamara
Jennings, Matthew/Christine
Jurkovich, Michael/Jeanette
Keves, Laszlo/Valentyna
Klingel, Friedhelm/Tatiana
Kojovich, Helen
Kornaros, Steven/Tara
Livanis, Peter
Marinovich, Branko
Marinovich, John/Nancy
Matthews, Dn. Brad/Peggy
May, Lyudmyla
McAtee, Randy/Janice
Milinich, Barbara
Miller, Eric/Yoly
Milovich, Robert
Milutinovich, George/Cathy
Myovich, Kyle/Niki
Naden, Vera
Olivo, Anthony/Cicily
Oxford, Tom/Lynn
Pavic, Dejan
Pavlovich, George
Penny, Tim/Nancy
Pestich Smith, Angela
Pestorich, John/Charlene
Pestorich, John/Staci
Pestorich, Matthew
Pestorich, Mike/Dona
Pestorich, Vera/Larry
Petrosian, John/Liza
Popov, Marina

Poulsen, Christian/Natalie
Poznanovich, Momirka
Radich, Ned/Kathy
Radoicich, Frances
Radojkovich, Nada
Radovich, Savo/Milka
Rios, Oscar
Romanenko, Andrej/Carolyn
Scamagas, Peter/Katina
Shultz, Norm
Sidel, Natalie
Sidel, Sandra
Skochko, Steve/Allison
Smirnov, Nicholas/Gayle
Smith, Cassidy
Smith, Terrance/Stacy (Batrich)
Spadier, Darinka
Spadier, Dushan/Juliana
Spolsdoff, James/Ala
Spolsdoff, Allison
Spolsdoff, Katherine
Stijovic, Mima
Tarailo, Ron/Radmila
Tarailo, Zorka
Vodak, Gary/Jamie
Vucovich, Stephen/Kelly
Vukajlovic, Larry
Vukajlovic, Mark/Cristina
Ward, Jim/Svetlana
Woolley, James/Marjorie
Zenovich, Vera

Stewardship 2016 Join our growing list of Stewards for 2016!  If you have not 
received our stewardship appeal for the coming year, 
please contact the church office at stpeter@me.com.

October Altar Servers & Reader Schedule:

October 9 Jonathan Hart
October 16 Lazarus McAtee 
October 23 Joseph Alsobrook
October 30 Jonathan Hart

Team 1
October 16 & 30
Braeden Epperson
Mason Epperson
Joseph Hart
Michael Work
Justus Alfaro
Isaac Byers

Team 2
October 9 & 23
Luke Alsobrook
Caleb Alsobrook
Lance Vukajović
Nickolas Vukajlović
Lukas Jennings
Patrick Jennings
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Parish Directory

Contact Information: 

Phone:  (559) 227-5565 
Email: stpeter@me.com 
Website: www.stpeterfresno.com 

Parish Clergy: 
V. Rev. George Gligich  (559) 696-7015

Protodeacon Brad Matthews (Retired) 

Choir Director: 
Peggy Matthews  (559) 960-2151


Worship Services: 

Saturday Vespers at 5:00 p.m.
Confessions on Saturdays after vespers or 
during the week by appointment.

Sunday Liturgy at 9:30 a.m.
Church School on Sundays from September 
through May following Holy Communion.

Weeknight Vespers at 
7:00 p.m.

Weekday Liturgy (Holy Days) 
at 9:00 a.m.

C A L E N D A R

Liturgy & CS 9:30 a.m.

Scholarship Luncheon 

& Talent Show!

Liturgy 9:30 a.m.
Parish Council mtg. 12:30p

Liturgy & CS 9:30 a.m.
Mothers’ Club meeting 

12:30 p.m.

Liturgy & CS 9:30 a.m.

Vespers & confession  

5:00p

No Vespers

Vespers & confession  

5:00p

Vespers & confession 

5:00p

Vespers & confession  

5:00p

Liturgy 9:00 a.m.6th Hour Prayers at Noon

6th Hour Prayers at Noon

6th Hour Prayers at Noon

6th Hour Prayers at Noon

Liturgy & CS 9:30 a.m.
Mothers’ Club Slava 

and Luncheon

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

31

292827262524

222120191817

151413121110

876543

1

2

9

16

23

30

St. Paraskeva 
(Petka)

mailto:stpeter@me.com
http://www.stpeterfresno.com
mailto:stpeter@me.com
http://www.stpeterfresno.com
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