
Stewardship is the process 
of establishing the correct 
set of priorities in a life that 
is Christ-centered, spirit-
filled and moving towards 
the kingdom of heaven. 

In evaluating our current 
priorities and commitments, we 
must ask ourselves the following 
questions:  
Can I offer, as part of my ongoing 
commitment to serving the Lord Jesus 
Christ, a greater portion of what God has 
given me (time, talent and treasure) and 
give it back to Him?  

If there is work in the parish to be done, 
will I offer my time and talent to help out?  

What of my treasures (financial resources)?  
Do I give from what is left over or do I 
commit the first and the best that I have? 
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How do I make a Stewardship 
Commitment?  
Stewardship pledges are made for a calendar 
year by completing and signing the enclosed 
Stewardship Pledge Card. Parishioners are 
asked to fulfill their pledges by December 31 
2015. Please complete, sign and return the 
stewardship Pledge Card on Sunday, 
November 16 or mail it in to the parish office.

http://www.stpeterfresno.com
http://www.stpeterfresno.com


In the Parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:29-37), a lawyer 
asks Christ, “What shall I do to inherit eternal life?” 

In the Parable of the Good Samaritan a lawyer asks 
Christ, “What shall I do to inherit eternal life?” The 
Lord asked him what the bible says and the man 
correctly stated that he “should love God with all his 
mind, heart, soul and strength and to love his 
neighbor as himself.” Christ told him that he has 
answered well and if he does that he will live. When 
he asked Christ to clarify who exactly is considered 
his neighbor, Christ gave him the following parable: 
A man was traveling and was robbed, beaten up 
and left for dead. A priest came by, saw him, and 
kept walking. A Levite passed by and did the same 
thing. Finally a Samaritan came by and Jesus details 
in a series of six verbs exactly what this man did; he 
went to him, he bandaged his wounds, he poured oil 
and wine on his wounds, he put him on his donkey, 

he brought him to an inn and he took care of him. In 
every one of his acts he demonstrated compassion 
as he responded in a practical, timely and unselfish 
way. It is important to recognize that he took the 
time to take care of him. And we read “On the next 
day, when the Good Samaritan departed, he took 
out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and 
said to him: Take care of him; and whatever more 
you spend, when I come again, I will repay you.” 
This man really went the extra mile and he also 
promised that he would return and fully reimburse 
the innkeeper for any additional expenses that he 
incurred in caring for this man. He left money to take 
care of this man’s needs and he put no limit on how 
much he would spend to see the wounded man 
taken care of.

We can say with conviction that the man who was robbed and left for dead was us, humanity. The Good 
Samaritan is the Lord Jesus and the Inn is Christ’s Holy Church. The life of the Church continues and 
fulfills the ministry of Christ. The close association between Christ and the Church is reflected in the 
images from Scriptures which declare that Christ is the head and we the church as His Body. And that 
Christ is the groom and we the church are the bride. These images express the reality that the church 
does not exist independently from Christ. We as the church, as the body of Christ and as the bride of 
Christ work with HIM, we love him and serve him and offer him our lives. He does His part and we do 
ours! 

✦ Orthodox Christian Stewardship is a way of 
life, which acknowledges accountability, 
reverence, and responsibility before God.  

✦ A primary goal of Stewardship is to promote 
spiritual growth and strengthen faith.  

✦ Becoming a Steward begins when we 
believe in God, to whom we give our love, 
loyalty and trust, and act on those beliefs.  

✦ As Stewards, we affirm that every aspect of 
our lives comes as a gift from Him.  

✦ Stewardship calls on the faithful to 
cheerfully offer back to God a portion of the 
gifts with which they have been blessed.


