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March Calendar
Sat
Fri

Stewardship Sunday for
2018 on November 12...

Thu
Wed
Tue

Weekend
Diocese Days
Alhambra
Cathedral in
St. Steven's

Labor Day

5

- Noon
6th Hour Prayers
PM
Vespers 7:00

of
Beheading
St. John

11

AM
Liturgy - 10:00
registration!
Church School
- Noon
Church Meeting

Opening Day!
Church School

25
10:00 AM
Liturgy / C.S.

- Noon
VBS 9:00 AM
PM
Vespers 7:00

19
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On Fasting
St. John Chrysostom, Concerning the Statues, homily 3
When the fast makes its appearance, like a kind of spiritual summer, let us as soldiers burnish our weapons, and
as harvesters sharpen our sickles, and as sailors order
our thoughts against the waves of extravagant desires,
and as travellers set out on the journey towards heaven,
and as wrestlers strip for the contest. For the believer is
at once a harvester and a sailor and a soldier, a wrestler
and a traveler.
Sharpen your sword and your sickle, which has been
blunted by gluttony—sharpen it by fasting. Lay hold of
the pathway, which leads, towards heaven, rugged and
narrow as it is. Lay hold of it, and journey on.
I speak not of such a fast as most persons keep, but of real
fasting; not merely abstinence from meats, but from sins
as well. For the nature of a fast is such that it does not sufDice to deliver those who practice it unless it is done according to a suitable law. So that when we have gone
through the labor of fasting we do not lose the crown of
fasting, we must understand how and in what manner it
is necessary to conduct the business since the Pharisee
also fasted, but afterward went away empty and destitute
of the fruit of fasting. The publican did not fast, and yet he
was accepted in preference to him who had fasted in order that you may learn that fasting is unproDitable unless
all other duties accompany it.
March 2018
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26
PM
Vespers 7:00

21

20
PM
Vespers 7:00

27

of
Elevation
the Cross

Liturgy 9:00 AM

the
Nativity of
Theotokos

17

16

15

14

13

12

gDebra Lombard
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Training
Altar Servers
PM
Session at 3:45
PM
Vespers 5:00

Liturgy 9:00 AM

22

No Vespers

23

24
PM
Vespers 5:00

Liturgy 9:00 AM

10:00 AM
Liturgy / C.S.
for
40 Day Memorial
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10

9

8

7

6

No Liturgy

18
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Mon
Sun

4

28

29

30

- Noon
6th Hour Prayers
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Fasting is a
medicine. But
like all medicines, though it
be very proDitable to the
person who
knows how to
use it, it frequently becomes useless
(and even
harmful) in the
hands of him
who is unskillful in its use.
I have said
these things
not that we
may disparage fasting, but that we may honor fasting. For
the honor of fasting consists not in abstinence from food,
but in withdrawing from sinful practices, since he who
limits his fasting only to abstinence from meats is one
who especially disparages fasting.
Do you fast? Give me proof of it by your works. By what
kind of works? If you see a poor man, take pity on him. If
you see an enemy, be reconciled with him. If you see a
friend gaining honor, do not be jealous of him. If you see a
beautiful woman, pass her by. And let not only the mouth
fast, but also the eye and the ear and the feet and the
hands and all members of your bodies.
Let the hands fast by being pure from plundering and
avarice. Let the feet fast by ceasing from running to unlawful spectacles. Let the eyes fast, being taught never to
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Dix themselves rudely on handsome faces, or to busy
themselves with strange beauties. For looking is the food
of the eyes, but if it were such as is unlawful or forbidden,
it mars the fast and upsets the whole safety of the soul.
But if it were lawful and safe, it adorns fasting. For it
would be among things most absurd to abstain from lawful food because of the fast, but with the eyes to touch
even what is forbidden! Do you not eat meat? Feed not
upon lasciviousness (love of lewd things) by means of
your eyes. Let the ear fast also. The fasting of the ear consists in refusing to receive evil speaking and calumnies. It
is written, “You shall not receive a false report” (Exodus.
23:1, LXX).

worse, for should he be a wicked per- son, he becomes
more careless when he Dinds a partner in his wickedness.

Let the mouth also fast from disgraceful speeches and railings. For what does it proDit if we abstain from Dish and
fowl and yet bite and devour the brothers and sisters. The
evil speaker eats the Dlesh of his brother and bites the
body of his neighbor. Because of this Paul utters the fearful saying, “If you bite and devour one another take heed
that you are not consumed by one another” (Gal. 5:15).
You have not Dixed your teeth in his Dlesh, but you have
Dixed your slander in his soul and inDlicted the wound of
evil suspicion, and you have harmed in a thousand ways
yourself and him and many others, for in slandering your
neighbor you have made him who listens to the slander

For if, as the harvester in the Dields comes to the end of his
labors little by little, so we too if we make this rule for
ourselves and in any manner come to the correct practice
of these three precepts during the present Lent and commit them to the safe custody of good habit, we shall proceed with greater ease to the rest, and by this means attain to the summit of spiritual wisdom. And we shall reap
the harvest of a favorable hope in this life, and in the life to
come we shall stand before Christ with great conDidence
and enjoy those unspeakable blessings of which, God
grant, we may all be found worthy through the grace of
Jesus Christ our Lord, with whom be glory to the Father
and to the Holy Spirit unto ages of ages. Amen.

From the parish records…

And should he be a just person, he is tempted to arrogance
and gets puffed up, being led on by the sin of others to
imagining great things concerning himself. Besides this,
you have struck at the common welfare of the Church herself, for all those who hear you will not only accuse the
supposed sinner, but the entire Christian community....
And so I desire to Dix three precepts in your mind so that
you may accomplish them during the fast: to speak ill of
no one, to hold no one for an enemy, and to expel from
your mouth altogether the evil habit of swearing.

Memory Eternal!

Funeral:
Pelagiya (Pauline)Tehin, 99 on February
10, 2018.

ON THE MYSTERY OF CONFESSION
By Saint John of Kronstadt

The person who is accustomed to give account of his life at Confession will not fear to give an
answer at the terrible Judgment Seat of Christ. For this purpose was the mild tribunal of penitence instituted, that we may give an answer without shame, having been cleansed and healed
through repentance here below.
The more sincerely we confess our sins, the more calm will the soul be afterwards. For sins are
secret serpents, gnawing at the heart of a man, and never letting him rest; they are prickly
thorns, constantly piercing the soul, they are spiritual darkness.
Bear the sufferings of the operation so that you may be restored to health—I speak of Confession. I mean that at Confession, you must declare all your shameful deeds to your confessor,
without concealment, though it may well be painful, shameful, ignominious, and humiliating.
Otherwise, the wound will remain unhealed, will continue to pain you, will undermine your
spiritual health, and will become a cause for other spiritual weaknesses, or sinful habits or vices.
As soon as you have told the Lord your sins, with a contrite heart, they melt away; as soon as you have sighed and sorrowed
for them, they are no more.

"
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Lazarus Saturday
and Palm Sunday
The week following the Sunday of
Saint Mary of Egypt is called Palm or
Branch Week. At the Tuesday services of this week the Church recalls
that Jesus’ friend Lazarus has died
and that the Lord is going to raise
him from the dead (Jn 11). As the
days continue toward Saturday, the
Church, in its hymns and verses,
continues to follow Christ towards
Bethany to the tomb of Lazarus. On
Friday evening, the eve of the celebration of the Resurrection of
Lazarus, the “great and saving forty
days” of Great Lent are formally
brought to an end:
Having accomplished the forty days
for the bene;it of our souls, we pray
to Thee, O Lover of Man, that we may
see the holy week of Thy passion, that
in it we may glorify Thy greatness
and Thine unspeakable plan of salvation for our sake . . . (Vespers Hymn).
Lazarus Saturday is a paschal celebration. It is the only me in the en
re Church Year that the resurrectional service of Sunday is celebrated on another day. At the liturgy of
Lazarus Saturday, the Church gloriDies Christ as “the Resurrection and
the Life” who, by raising Lazarus,
has conDirmed the universal resurrection of mankind even before His
own suffering and death.
By raising Lazarus from the dead
before Thy passion, Thou didst con;irm the universal resurrection, O
Christ God! Like the children with the
branches of victory, we cry out to
Thee, O Vanquisher of Death: Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is he that
comes in the name of the Lord!
(Troparion).
Christ —the Joy, the Truth and the
Light of All, the Life of the world and
its Resurrection—has appeared in
his goodness to those on earth. He
has become the Image of our Resurrection, granting divine forgiveness
to all (Kontakion).
At the Divine Liturgy of Lazarus
Saturday the baptismal verse from
Galatians: As many as have been bap
March 2018
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zed into Christ have put on Christ
(Gal 3.27) replaces the Thrice-holy
Hymn thus indicating the resurrectional character of the celebration,
and the fact that Lazarus Saturday
was once among the few great baptismal days in the Orthodox Church
Year.
Because of the resurrection of
Lazarus from the dead, Christ was
hailed by the masses as the longexpected Messiah-King of Israel.
Thus, in fulDillment of the prophecies of the Old Testament, He entered Jerusalem, the City of the King,
riding on the colt of an ass (Zech
9.9; Jn 12.12). The crowds greeted
Him with branches in their hands
and called out to Him with shouts of
praise: Hosanna! Blessed is He who
comes in the name of the Lord! The
Son of David! The King of Israel! Because of this gloriDication by the
people, the priests and scribes were
Dinally driven “to destroy Him, to put
Him to death” (Lk 19.47; Jn 11.53,
12.10).
The feast of Christ’s triumphal Entry
into Jerusalem, Palm Sunday, is one
of the twelve major feasts of the
Church. The services of this Sunday
follow directly from those of
Lazarus Saturday. The church building continues to be vested in resurrectional splendor, Dilled with
hymns which continually repeat the
Hosanna offered to Christ as the
Messiah-King who comes in the
name of God the Father for the salvation of the world.
The main troparion of Palm Sunday
is the same one sung on Lazarus
Saturday. It is sung at all of the services, and is used at the Divine
Liturgy as the third an phon which
follows the other special psalm
verses which are sung as the liturgical antiphons in the place of those
normally used. The second troparion of the feast, as well as the kontakion and the other verses and
hymns, all continue to glorify
Christ’s triumphal manifestation
“six days before the Passover” when
he will give himself at the Supper
and on the Cross for the life of the
world.

Today the grace of the Holy Spirit has
gathered us together. Let us all take
up Thy cross and say: Blessed is he
who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest! (First Verse
of Vespers).
When we were buried with Thee in
baptism, O Christ God, we were made
worthy of eternal life by Thy resurrection. Now we praise Thee and
sing: Hosanna in the highest! Blessed
is he that comes in the name of the
Lord! (Second Troparion).
Sitting on Thy throne in heaven, and
carried on a foal on earth, O Christ
God, accept the praise of angels and
the songs of children who sing:
BIessed is he who comes to recall
Adam! (Kontakion).
At the vigil of the feast of Palm Sunday the prophecies of the Old Testament about the Messiah-King are
read together with the Gospel accounts of the entry of Christ into
Jerusalem. At Matins branches are
blessed which the people carry
throughout the celebration as the
sign of their own gloriDication of Jesus as Savior and King. These
branches are usually palms, or, in
the Slavic churches, pussy willows
which came to be customary because of their availability and their
early blossoming in the spring me.
As the people carry their branches
and sing their songs to the Lord on
Palm Sunday, they are judged together with the Jerusalem crowd.
For it was the very same voices
which cried Hosanna to Christ,
which, a few days later, cried Crucify
Him! Thus in the liturgy of the
Church the lives of men continue to
be judged as they hail Christ with
the “branches of victory” and enter
together with Him into the days of
His “voluntary passion.”
Source: OCA.ORG
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Parish activities…
S.H.A.R.E.S. Program:
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Also, remember that you can donate directly to the
Scholarship Fund at any time. All donations are greatly appreciated!

To enroll, go to Save Mart’s website www.savemart.com/shares/ and select St. Peter Serbian Orthodox
Church as your charity. You will have an option of a
phone number, credit/debit card or both. If you pay
cash or by check for your groceries, you can type in
your phone number or give it to the cashier. If you
buy your groceries using credit cards you can add
your card number as well as a phone number. Your
purchase is automatically credited to St. Peter’s. Once
you sign up with e-Scrip though Save Mart then you
are automatically registered with all of the e-Scrip participating merchants and online stores.

Pascha Flowers ...

Another way to support our
Scholarship Fund is through
Amazon Smile. Remember,
always start at smile.amazon.com and Amazon will
donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile
purchases. Select “Serbian Orthodox Church of St Peter” as your charity. It is very simple and easy!

Preparing the church for Pascha:

The lenten season is now upon us, and soon Holy
Week and Pascha will be here as well.
Enclosed in this issue is an offering envelope for your donations to help offset the
cost of flowers to decorate Christ's Tomb
and the church for Pascha. Your generosity will be greatly appreciated! We thank
you and pray that you experience a rewarding and fruitful Lenten season and celebration of
our Lord's Holy Pascha.

Volunteers are needed to clean the liturgical and altar
items for Holy Week and Pascha. We will meet at 9:30
a.m. on Friday, March 30. Cleaning supplies are provided. Come and help out for a couple of hours!

St. Peter's Church School...

Palm Sunday Vespers & Children’s Procession
on Saturday, March 31 at 5:00 p.m.
Children's confessions at the end of the service. All children are
encouraged to participate!
The Youth Choir will be singing during the Palm Sunday Liturgy on April 1!

A note on Confession...
Everyone is expected to receive the sacrament of Holy Confession
during the Lenten season. Confessions are heard following vespers on Saturday evenings, before Presanctiﬁed Liturgies at 4:30
p.m. or you can schedule an appointment with Father George.
Please try not to come on Sunday mornings unless you live a great
distance from church. You are also reminded to not wait until the
very last minute . Prepare yourselves early! The last opportunity

"
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Church Fence Fundraising Appeal…

$50,000!

Fence Project Update: Work is almost completed on the fence around
the property! To date we have raised $32,531.00. We still need to meet
our goal of $50,000 and will add an additional $15,000 from the Building Fund to complete this project that will costs $65,000. If you have
not yet donated please do so soon. Thank you and God bless all who
contributed to this project!

Please Help us to reach our goal to raise $50,000!
Total donated as of February 28th: $32,631.00
Thank you to the following parishioners and friends who have generously donated to our
Church fence appeal…
Vera Coffeen (IMO Rademir Stijovic)
Mima Stijovich (IMO Savo Sjekloca)
Lillian Dutra
Nadeja Brountchenko
Ronald & Radmila Tarailo
Dan Dakovich
Jesus and Yvonne Duran
Ljubomir and Lindy Gligorijevic
Angela Smith (IMO Tomo & Danica Pestich)
Darinka Spadier
Rebecca Castro Rowe
Alisa Rakich Brooks
Joseph & Lilya Steele
Oleg and Elena Chern
Maria Kril
Jim & Svetlana Ward
Eleanor Christensen
Christian &Natalie Poulsen
Anthony & Cicily Olivo
Randy & Janice McAtee
Lyudmyla May
Fr. Jim & Donna Pappas
Harry & Marnie Butts
Matthew & Sheryl Imfeld
Ron & Marjorie Woolley
Michael & Annabelle Castro
George & Diane Chrisman
Vera Stanovich Creech
Mary Ragenovich
Vera Naden
Mike & Dona Pestorich
Louie Obradovich
Mike & Suzie Spadier
Frances Radoicich
Diane Milutinovich
Marcia Taylor
Pamela Sagardia
March 2018

Seth Gregory
Jacob Owens
Jonathan & Deborah Hart
John & Liza Petrosian
Zorka Tarailo
Dale & Betty Anne Hadley (and friend
Robert)
Nada Radojkovich & Hunter Radich (IMO
Rita Wachter)
Maura Chaplain
Natalie Sidel
Sandra Sidel
Vera Dehefer
Marilyn Jurkovich
Vera Pestorich (IMO Risto Pestorich)
Larry Pestorich (IMO Risto Pestorich)
Allison Spolsdoff
Katherine Spolsdoff
Jim & Ala Spolsdoff
Terrence & Stacy Smith
Savo & Milka Radovich
Circle of Sisters
Ann Mikitish
Michael & Jeanette Jurkovich
Stephen & Kelly Vucovich
Bryn & Phil Forhan
John & Charlene Pestorich
Branka Ristic (IMO Darinka Perovic)
Scamagas, Peter & Katina
Forrest & Dr. Holly Grow
Mark/Cristina Vukajlovic
Bert & Patti Cantu
Joan Urdesich (IMO Jeff Urdesich)
Deacon Allen Jendian
Greg Owens

$45,000
$40,000
$35,000
$30,000
$25,000
$20,000
$15,000
$10,000
$5,000
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Stewardship 2018 …
November 12 was the start of our stewardship campaign for 2018. All households in the parish should have received our
stewardship mailer along with a pledge card. If you did not receive this mailer please contact the church office at
stpeter@me.com or pick one up a the candle counter in the narthex. Please read through all of the information and prayerfully consider what your financial commitment to our St. Peter Church will be for the coming year. We thank the following
parishioners listed who have submitted their pledge commitment for 2018. Thank you and God bless you!
Alsobrook, Scott/Katherine
Bahn, Marilyn
Baziuk, John/Suzanna
Brooks, Alisa Rakich
Brickey, Gabe/Mika
Bukilica, Sally
Bundros, Christopher/Shirley
Byers, Andrew
Cantu, Bert/Patti
Castro, Mike/Annabelle
Chaplain, Maura
Chern, Oleg/Elena
Chrisman, George/Diane
Christensen, Eleanor
Clemensen, Wayne/Lisa
Coffeen, Vera
Contreras, Alexander/Francine
Cucuk, Barbara
Cucuk, Branko
Dakovich, Dan
DeYoung, J. Ryan/Carrie
Duran, Jesus/Yvonne
Duran, Ernie/Cheryl
Epperson, Jason/Lamia
Foley, John/Heidi
Gligich, Fr. George/Elena
Granado, Olga
Hart, Jonathon/Deborah

Hatler, Charyce
Klingel, Friedhelm/Tatiana
Kojovich, Helen
Kornaros, Steven/Tara
Kril, Maria
Livanis, Peter
Lobkowski, Vladimir/Darlene
Marinovich, Branko
Marivovich, John/Nancy
May, Lyudmyla
McAtee, Randy/Janice
McAtee, Timothy
Mikitish, Anne
Miller, Eric/Yoly
Milovich, Robert
Milutinovich, George/Cathy
Naden, Vera
Olivo, Anthony/Cicily
Owens, Jacob
Oxford, Tom/Lynn
Pavic, Dejan
Pavlovich, George
Penny, Tim/Nancy
Pestich Smith, Angela
Pestorich, John/Charlene
Pestorich, John/Staci
Pestorich, Mark/Kristen
Pestorich, Mike / Dona

March Altar Servers, Epistle Readers and
Tutors Schedule:

Team 1
March 4 & 18
Braeden Epperson
Mason Epperson
Joseph Hart
Isaac Byers

"
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Team 2
March 11 & 25
Luke Alsobrook
Caleb Alsobrook
Lance Vukajović
Nickolas Vukajlović

Petrosian, John/Liza
Pruse, Kenneth/Tanya
Poulsen, Christian/Natalie
Poznanovich, Momirka
Poznanovich, Selma
Radoicich, Frances
Radojkovich, Nada
Radovich, Savo/Milka
Ramirez, Christian / Brianna
Ristic, Branka
Romanenko, Andrej/Carolyn
Sidel, Natalie
Sidel, Sandra
Skochko, Steve/Allison
Spadier, Darinka
Spadier, Dushan/Julianna
Spolsdoff, James/Ala
Stanovich-Creech, Vera
Stijovic, Mima
Tarailo, Ron/Radmila
Tarailo, Zorka
Ward, Jim/Svetlana
Wesseler, Dn. Joseph/Stacia
Woolley, James/Marjorie
Woolsey, Kathryn
Zenovich, Vera

Epistle:
March 4
March 11
March 18
March 25

Joseph Alsobrook
Jonathan Hart
Jacob Pruse
Lazarus McAtee

Tutors:
March 4 & 25
March 11
March 18

Jim Ward / Vera Naden
Andrej Romanenko / Tim Penny
Jonathan Hart / John Baziuk

March 2018
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Parish Directory

Circle of Sisters:

Contact Information:

Men’s Club:

Phone: (559) 227-5565
Email: stpeter@me.com
Website: www.stpeterfresno.com

Parish Clergy:
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AG
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Shirley Bundros (559) 940-9216
Jonathan Hart (559 447-3079

Worship Services:

V. Rev. George Gligich (559) 696-7015
Protodeacon Brad Matthews (Retired)
Deacon Joseph Wesseler (559) 936-6838

Saturday Vespers at 5:00 p.m.
Confessions on Saturdays after vespers or
during the week by appointment.

Choir Director:

Sunday Liturgy at 9:30 a.m.
Church School on Sundays from September
through May following Holy Communion.

Peggy Matthews (559) 960-2151

Parish Council:
Anthony Olivo (559) 917-0747

Church School:
Lamia Epperson (559) 430-9186
March 2018

Weeknight Vespers at 7:00 p.m.
Weekday Liturgy (Holy Days)
at 9:00 a.m.
"7
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Phone: __________________________________ Parish: ____________________________________________________ No. attending: _____________

Return Service Requested

City: ______________________________________________________________________________ State: _____________________ Zip: __________________

St. Peter Serbian Orthodox Church
3502 N. First Street
Fresno, CA 93726-6802

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

E

Name: ______________________________________________________________Email____________________________________________________________

G

Registration Fee: $ ___________________________ Donation: $ ______________________________ = Total: $ ___________________________

N

LENTEN WOMEN’S RETREAT REGISTRATION FORM

E

Register by mail: KSS Retreat, 1621 W. Garvey Ave. Alhambra, CA 91803
by FRIDAY, MARCH 12, 2018
Registration Fee - $30.00 For Stipend, please call the Diocesan Office for info.
Donations are welcome from those who cannot attend and can be mailed to the Diocesan Office.

S

Hotel Information: Rates are available online – No Group Rate
COMFORT INN, 588 S. Atlantic Blvd., Monterey Park, CA 91754 (626) 282-0044 ; BEST WESTERN, 420 N Atlantic Blvd,
Monterey Park, CA 91754 (626) 289-5090 ; LINCOLN HOTEL, 123 S Lincoln Ave, Monterey Park, CA 91755 (626) 571-8818
Nearby Airports: Burbank Airport (BUR) | Los Angeles International Airport (LAX)
--------———————————------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----------

S

9:00 a.m. Hierarchical Liturgy
10:00 a.m. Continental Breakfast
11:00 a.m. Our longing for God, “My God my soul longs for you”
(Ps. 62:4), by Fr. Timothy Pavlotos
12:30 p.m. Lunch
1:30 p.m. Discussion with Fr. Timothy Pavlatos followed by
afternoon activity
5:00 p.m. Confessions
6:00 p.m. Great Vespers
7:00 p.m. Dinner and Fellowship

E

SATURDAY, MARCH 24th

6:00 p.m. Akathist Service to the Mother of God
7:00 p.m. Dinner and Opening Remarks by His Grace, Bishop Maxim,
Presentation by Fr. Timothy Pavlatos: God’s Desire for us:
“Behold, I stand at the door and knock.” (Rev. 3:20),
followed by fellowship

FRIDAY, MARCH 23rd

with Fr. Timothy Pavlatos

“See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us,
that we would be called children of God; and such we are” (I John 3:1).

THE LOVE OF GOD THE FATHER

Saint Steven’s Serbian Orthodox Cathedral, Alhambra, CA 9183

21st Annual Women’s Lenten Retreat

We invite you to attend the

WITH THE BLESSING OF HIS GRACE BISHOP MAXIM

1621 West Garvey Avenue, Alhambra, California 91803

Serbian Orthodox Diocese of Western America
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