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April Calendar
Sat
Fri

Stewardship Sunday for
2018 on November 12...

Thu
Wed
Tue

Weekend
Diocese Days
Alhambra
Cathedral in
St. Steven's

Labor Day

5

- Noon
6th Hour Prayers
PM
Vespers 7:00

of
Beheading
St. John

11

AM
Liturgy - 10:00
registration!
Church School
- Noon
Church Meeting

18

25
10:00 AM
Liturgy / C.S.
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ON THE RESURRECTION
OF CHRIST
The Resurrection is the single most important tenant of Christianity. Without it, there would be no Christianity. Without the
Resurrection there would be no
Church. Now it’s very popular today for people to talk as though the
Resurrection is not very important.
Even people who identify themselves as Christians tend to shy
away from it as though they’re a
little bit embarrassed to believe in
something so unscientific, something that cannot be documented
by scientific evidence.
So let’s talk about first whether
there is any proof of the Resurrection. Well, God does not give us
proofs. He doesn’t give us proof
about anything. Not about the Resurrection, not even about His existence. You have probably met people who say, “I don’t believe in
God until I have proof that God exists”, “God needs to prove to
me that He exists”. What do you mean God has to prove Himself
to you? What arrogance we have arrived at, dear brothers and
sisters, when we insist that God proves Himself to us. God will
never give us proofs, and why is that? Have you ever thought
about that? I have thought about this, and I’ll tell you what I
think. I think God does not give us proof because He wants us to
April 2018
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Training
Altar Servers
PM
Session at 3:45
PM
Vespers 5:00

Liturgy 9:00 AM

- Noon
VBS 9:00 AM
PM
Vespers 7:00

19

26
PM
Vespers 7:00

21

20
PM
Vespers 7:00

27

of
Elevation
the Cross

Liturgy 9:00 AM

the
Nativity of
Theotokos

17

16

15

14

13

12

22

No Vespers

23

24
PM
Vespers 5:00

Liturgy 9:00 AM

10:00 AM
Liturgy / C.S.
for
40 Day Memorial
Opening Day!
Church School
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10

9

8

7

6

No Liturgy

gDebra Lombard
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Mon
Sun

4

28

29

30

- Noon
6th Hour Prayers
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believe on the basis of faith. Faith is what matters. So if people
say, “Why won’t God just show Himself to everyone so everyone
believes?” Why not? Because if He gave us absolute proof, then
we would have no choice but to believe in Him. And He does not
want us to believe in Him because we have to, but rather because we choose to. That’s called faith. God does not force Himself on us; God will not compel us to believe in Him, to follow
Him, etc. He wants us to choose to believe in Him, and that’s why
we can only come to God on
the basis of faith, because
God respects human freedom. That’s called free will.
And if He gives us some kind
of absolute proof, then there
will not be such a thing as
free will.
Now the problem that many
people have today in our
society, who are accustomed
to some kind of scientific
proofs for everything... this
problem is not so dissimilar
to the situation that existed
in the Greek world long ago
during the first century,
when the Gospel was first
preached, because many people found the Gospel message very
difficult to accept since it wasn’t as persuasive as Greek philosophy. And this is really the point that St. Paul is making in 1
Corinthians in the last half of chapter 1 and the beginning of
chapter 2 when he talks about the “foolishness” of the Gospel.
“We preach Christ crucified,” he says. “A stumbling block for the
Jews and folly to the Gentiles”, because the Gentiles were expecting some kind of proof on the level of what was popular in their
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society at the time, which for them was reasoning through Greek
philosophy and especially arguments very cleverly made, very
beautifully reasoned out and articulated from rhetors and
sophists etc.; and Paul said you’re not going to get that. He said, I
did not come proclaiming to you the testimony of God in lofty
words or wisdom. For I decided to know nothing among you
except Jesus Christ and Him crucified. And I was with you in
weakness and in much fear and trembling; 4 and my speech and
my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in
demonstration of the Spirit and of power, that your faith might
not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God. (1
Corinthians 2:1-5).
So, similarly, because science has its flaws and its limitations as
well, we do not rest our belief in the Resurrection on scientific
proof or on any kind of human proof or reasoning. So there will
never be proof of the existence of God or of the Resurrection.
However, there is evidence of the Resurrection even though we
can never exactly prove it nor disprove it from a purely scientific
perspective. The strongest evidence of the Resurrection is the
existence of the Church, and this is no small thing. This is what
the Fathers said again, and again, and again. If you want to know
whether or not the Resurrection really happened, look at the
Church—why does the Church exist?
Now along with the twelve, there was another circle of close disciples of Christ, called “the seventy”, and this is mentioned in the
Gospel of Luke. Sometimes we have saints among the seventy,
and we say, so-and-so was among the seventy. Also, there were
others who were His followers who were apostles, but were not
among the twelve, including many women, and we know who
some of those women are—the most famous being Mary Magdalene—but other myrrh bearers and close followers of Christ,
Joanna and Susana who were among the myrrh bearers. All of
these people were apostles, not just the twelve. This is something you have to learn, and when we get to the introduction to
the New Testament in our introduction to the Bible course, I will
show you precisely in the Bible how the term “apostle” was used
in the Early Church. It was not as narrow as the way we use it
today. All of these people were apostles. Who was an apostle in
the Early Church? Very simply, an apostle was one who was a
follower of Christ during His earthly ministry and saw Him alive
again after His resurrection. That was the Early Church’s defini-
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tion of what an apostle was. An apostle was an eyewitness to the
Resurrection. That’s why there are no apostles today. The apostles were extremely important in the Early Church for that reason, because they were eyewitnesses of the Resurrection.
People today say “Jesus never really rose from the dead, not in
the body. Maybe he rose spiritually, but after His crucifixion, the
disciples met together and said: ‘Let’s carry on for Jesus. Let’s try
to go ahead and continue His ministry’.” So people today say
things like, “He rose in their hearts.” What a sweet idea—but it’s
ridiculous! Why would they decide to get together and carry on
for Jesus? Carry on what?! What message would they preach?
That once there was a Messiah, but He died? What would they
preach? That God loves you, that you should love your neighbor?
Is that the essence of the Christian message? It is not. That is the
Christian ethic, but it’s not the Gospel. Do you know why? Because we’re not saved by that. No one kills you for preaching that
God loves you. The apostles didn’t die for insisting that someone
should love their neighbor. The apostles died insisting on the
Resurrection, insisting that Christ is the Messiah and the Son of
God, and nothing would dissuade them from that fact because
they had experienced the Resurrection, something so pro-found
that we cannot begin to imagine what that was like. So the apostles, dear brothers and sisters, were eyewitnesses to the Resurrection of Christ.
So there is something very, very important in the fact that the
apostles are the eyewitnesses of the Resurrection. That’s their
legacy.
The fact is, dear brothers and sisters, we are left to explain the
existence of the Church, because the apostles founded the
Church. They lived and they died for the message of the Resurrection. That’s what impelled them, it motivated them, sustained
them. They went to their deaths—which were terrible, excruciatingly painful deaths—cheerfully! Insisting that Christ was the
Messiah, the Lord, that He rose from the dead and they did not
fear death; they welcomed death because they had experienced
the Resurrection. The rest of us simply rely on their testimony. I
believe the apostles because I can’t explain the existence of
Christianity in any other way.
Dr. Jeannie Constantinou
Read more at http://orthochristian.com/102747.html

Serb Fest 2018! Saturday, June 2
Watch for information and details in upcoming Sunday Bulletins, weekly
emails and the May Messenger!

Plan to participate in our 24th Annual Parish Festival!
From the parish records…
Baptism:

Dingle and Sahra Sefaie on March
18, 2018.
Many Years!

Lorelei (Anastacia) daughter of Alexander
"
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SHOULD I MISS
CHURCH?

ulate, Most Blessed and glorious
Lady Theotokos and Ever-Virgin
Mary…’

The story of a Russian priest – Here is
what happened to him:

The soul of the priest was amazed
and filled with divine joy. Peace and
heavenly stillness, hesychia, dominated his inner self. When the time
came for the elevation and dividing
of the Host (Lamb) the whole church
filled with the sweetest melodies.
The whole multitude of people who
were present along with the monks,
priests and bishops chanted not only
once but many times, ‘One is Holy,
One is Lord: Jesus Christ, to the glory
of God the Father. Amen’.

There was once a priest who did not
want to serve the liturgy because it
was a cold winter day. The temperature was 10 degrees below zero and
the priest knew that the only person
who was likely to come to the service
was the chanter. The priest had no
idea about the Church’s teaching on
the presence of the Triumphant
Church and how the Divine Liturgy
benefits the living and the departed.
With difficulty he forced himself to go
to church. On the way to church he
kept wishing that the chanter would
not come so that he would not have
to serve and go home. However, the
chanter did come.
The priest did the Prothesis (or
Proskomedia, the service of preparing the holy gifts) in a hurry and
began the Divine Liturgy. Shortly after, some bishops, priests, monks and
nuns and some lay people arrived.
Most of them sat in the choir section
and began to chant so beautifully that
the priest forgot about how cold and
lonely he was earlier. His whole body
was warm and his whole being was
all a flame… When he did the small
entrance he noticed that the church
was full of people – most of them familiar – he did not pay much attention and just continued with the Divine Liturgy.
When the time came for the Sanctification of the Holy Gifts he saw three
bishops, brightly clothed and radiant
entering the Holy Altar. They knelt
with him and prayed. The priest then
stood up very carefully with fear,
took the censer and in a loud voice
said, ‘Especially our All Holy, ImmacApril 2018

Next they chanted the Holy Communion hymn, ‘Taste and see that the
Lord is good. Alleluia.’
The priest was wondering what to
do. Should he partake of the Holy
Communion first or step aside for the
three bishops who were present. Just
as he was thinking this, one of the
bishops nodded to him indicating
that he should receive Holy Communion and then to Unify and Place the
remaining of the portions of the
Lamb into the Chalice along with the
portions in memory of the Holy
Theotokos and the Saints. Having
completed this the priest then
opened the Beautiful Gate … and saw
no one in the Church… he turned and
looked back into the holy altar, he
looked to the right, looked to the left,
the bishops had disappeared, he
stood there speechless, amazed. He
slowly opened his mouth and chanted the next petition, ‘With the fear of
God and faith and love, draw near…’
And the chanter slowly drew near to
take Holy Communion. The priest
was still amazed, still wondering!
The whole Triumphant Church was
present. All those present in the
church were persons familiar to him,
they were persons that had departed

from this life and he would from time
to time commemorate their names
during each liturgy: ‘that’s why they
were present, that’s why they all
seemed so familiar’, he thought.
As for the bishops in the altar they
were the Three Hierarchs: Saint John
Chrysostom, Saint Basil the Great
and Saint Gregory the Theologian.
So many years of study at university,
so much research and so many
sleepless nights he spent studying
and these efforts were not able to
give him not even one drop of the
sweetness and divine knowledge
that this one Divine Liturgy gave him.
The power of the story
I think this story is powerful, not because it encourages us to simply attend church, but because it shows us
what truly happens when the Divine
Liturgy is celebrated.
The liturgy is transformative!
The Divine Liturgy isn’t just mechanical movements. It isn’t just entertainment, either!
The Divine Liturgy is true worship
that is given to the living God!
It’s when we are transported to
heaven!
It’s us worshiping with all the saints
around us!
It’s us being transformed into saints!
P.S. I’ve never regretted attending
liturgy, Even though some Sundays I
may not feel like attending church,
after I’ve gone, I’ve never regretted it
Borrowed
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Parish activities…
S.H.A.R.E.S. Program:
To enroll, go to Save Mart’s website www.savemart.com/shares/ and select St. Peter Serbian Orthodox
Church as your charity. You will have an option of a
phone number, credit/debit card or both. If you pay
cash or by check for your groceries, you can type in
your phone number or give it to the cashier. If you
buy your groceries using credit cards you can add
your card number as well as a phone number. Your
purchase is automatically credited to St. Peter’s. Once
you sign up with e-Scrip though Save Mart then you
are automatically registered with all of the e-Scrip participating merchants and online stores.
Another way to support our
Scholarship Fund is through
Amazon Smile. Remember,
always start at smile.amazon.com and Amazon will
donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile
purchases. Select “Serbian Orthodox Church of St Peter” as your charity. It is very simple and easy!
Also, remember that you can donate directly to the
Scholarship Fund at any time. All donations are greatly appreciated!
Vigil at Christ's Tomb...
Once again a signup sheet will be
located in the
narthex of the
church for our
tradition of keeping vigil at our
Lord's Tomb.
Parishioners are
encouraged to
participate in this
very spiritually moving practice of reading from the
Book of Psalms and the Acts of the Apostles. Reading
at the tomb will begin after the 3:00 p.m. Vesper Service on Holy Friday and will continue until the start of
the Resurrection Service at 11:30 p.m. on Holy Saturday. We need a volunteer to be responsible for coordinating the schedule and unlocking and locking the
church. Please see Father George if you can help with
this task.
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Pascha Baskets:
Parishioners are welcome to keep
the tradition of bringing Pascha
Baskets, which will be blessed after
the Paschal Liturgy, and also after
Paschal Vespers, later that morning. Please place your baskets on
the tables in the hallway between the church and social
hall. These baskets traditionally are prepared with
many of the foods from which we've been fasting from
during Great Lent. There are several foods traditionally included in the basket. These are: a yeast bread, a
bitter herb, wine, cheese, meat, butter, salt, and a red
egg or eggs. Each has symbolic significance:
Sweet bread is always included, leavened with yeast.
This is a symbol of the New Covenant; the Jews made
unleavened bread, and we, the Children of the New
Covenant, make leavened bread. Kulich is the traditional Russian bread, and Tsourekia is the traditional
Greek braided bread. The braided form of this bread is
a display of the Trinity.
The bitter herb, often horseradish, serves as a reminder
of the first Passover (horseradish is eaten as a traditional part of the original Passover meal) and of the
bitter sufferings that Christ endured for our sake.
Sometimes the horseradish is colored red with beets,
symbolizing the Blood of Christ.
Wine, cheese, and butter are figurative of all the good
things of life, and remind us of the earthly gifts that
come from God. Meat is included in remembrance of
the sacrifice of the Old Testament Passover, which has
been replaced by Christ, the New Passover and Lamb
of God. Salt serves as a reminder to us that we are "the
salt of the earth." The red egg is likened to the tomb
from which Christ arose. This is because of the miracle
of new life that comes from the egg, just as Christ
miraculously came forth from the tomb.
Thus each of the foods in the Pascha basket have rich
meaning, as does everything in Orthodoxy.
Bright Monday Pan-Orthodox Liturgy...
On Bright Monday, April 9 the Paschal Liturgy will be
celebrated at 10:00 a.m. at St. Peter's. We will gather
with the clergy and parishioners from St. George
Greek Orthodox Church. Following the Liturgy all are
welcome to join in fellowship at the Yosemite Falls
Café: 4020 North Cedar Avenue, (at Dakota) Fresno.

April 2018
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Church Fence Fundraising Appeal…

$50,000!

Fence Project Update: Work is almost completed on the fence around
the property! To date we have raised $32,531.00. We still need to meet
our goal of $50,000 and will add an additional $15,000 from the Building Fund to complete this project that will costs $65,000. If you have
not yet donated please do so soon. Thank you and God bless all who
contributed to this project!

Please Help us to reach our goal to raise $50,000!
Total donated as of March 28th: $36,406.00
Thank you to the following parishioners and friends who have generously donated to our
Church fence appeal…
Vera Coffeen (IMO Rademir Stijovic)
Mima Stijovich (IMO Savo Sjekloca)
Lillian Dutra
Nadeja Brountchenko
Ronald & Radmila Tarailo
Dan Dakovich
Jesus and Yvonne Duran
Ljubomir and Lindy Gligorijevic
Angela Smith (IMO Tomo & Danica Pestich)
Darinka Spadier
Rebecca Castro Rowe
Alisa Rakich Brooks
Joseph & Lilya Steele
Oleg and Elena Chern
Maria Kril
Jim & Svetlana Ward
Eleanor Christensen
Christian &Natalie Poulsen
Anthony & Cicily Olivo
Randy & Janice McAtee
Lyudmyla May
Fr. Jim & Donna Pappas
Harry & Marnie Butts
Matthew & Sheryl Imfeld
Ron & Marjorie Woolley
Michael & Annabelle Castro
George & Diane Chrisman
Vera Stanovich Creech
Mary Ragenovich
Vera Naden
Mike & Dona Pestorich
Louie Obradovich
Mike & Suzie Spadier
Frances Radoicich
Diane Milutinovich
Marcia Taylor
Pamela Sagardia
April 2018

$45,000
$40,000
$35,000
$30,000
$25,000
$20,000
$15,000

Seth Gregory
$10,000
Jacob Owens
Jonathan & Deborah Hart
$5,000
John & Liza Petrosian
Zorka Tarailo
Dale & Betty Anne Hadley (and friend
Robert)
Nada Radojkovich & Hunter Radich (IMO
Rita Wachter)
Maura Chaplain
Natalie Sidel
Sandra Sidel
Vera Dehefer
Marilyn Jurkovich
Victoria Cooper
Vera Pestorich (IMO Risto Pestorich)
Fr. George & Elena Gligich
Larry Pestorich (IMO Risto Pestorich) Barbara Milinich
Allison Spolsdoff
Charyce Hatler
Katherine Spolsdoff
Rodika Nika
Jim & Ala Spolsdoff
Tom & Lynn Oxford
Terrence & Stacy Smith
Fr, John Mikitish
Savo & Milka Radovich
Eric & Yoly Miller
Circle of Sisters
Chris & Shirley Bundros
Ann Mikitish
Olga Granado
Michael & Jeanette Jurkovich
Stephen & Kelly Vucovich
Bryn & Phil Forhan
John & Charlene Pestorich
Branka Ristic (IMO Darinka Perovic)
Scamagas, Peter & Katina
Forrest & Dr. Holly Grow
Mark/Cristina Vukajlovic
Bert & Patti Cantu
Joan Urdesich (IMO Jeff Urdesich)
Deacon Allen Jendian
Greg Owens
Ernie & Cheryl Duran
George & Cathy Milutinovich
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Stewardship 2018 …We thank the following parishioners listed who have
submitted their pledge commitment for 2018. Thank you and God bless you!
Alsobrook, Scott/Katherine
Angelich, Olga
Bahn, Marilyn
Baziuk, John/Suzanna
Brooks, Alisa Rakich
Brickey, Gabe/Mika
Bukilica, Sally
Bundros, Christopher/Shirley
Byers, Andrew
Cantu, Bert/Patti
Castro, Mike/Annabelle
Chaplain, Maura
Chern, Oleg/Elena
Chrisman, George/Diane
Christensen, Eleanor
Clemensen, Wayne/Lisa
Coffeen, Vera
Contreras, Alexander/Francine
Cucuk, Barbara
Cucuk, Branko
Dakovich, Dan
DeYoung, J. Ryan/Carrie
Dublin, Antonina
Duran, Jesus/Yvonne
Duran, Ernie/Cheryl
Epperson, Jason/Lamia
Foley, John/Heidi
Gligich, Fr. George/Elena
Granado, Olga
Hart, Jonathon/Deborah
Hatler, Charyce
Keves, Lazslo/Valentina
Klingel, Friedhelm/Tatiana

Kojovich, Helen
Kornaros, Steven/Tara
Kril, Maria
Lawrinenko, Michael/Ludmyla
Livanis, Peter
Lobkowski, Vladimir/Darlene
Marinovich, Branko
Marivovich, John/Nancy
Matthews, Dn. Brad /Peggy
May, Lyudmyla
McAtee, Randy/Janice
McAtee, Timothy
Mikitish, Anne
Milinich, Barbara
Miller, Eric/Yoly
Milovich, Robert
Milutinovich, George/Cathy
Naden, Vera
Nika, Rodika
Olivo, Anthony/Cicily
Owens, Jacob
Owens, Greg
Oxford, Tom/Lynn
Pavic, Dejan
Pavlovich, George
Penny, Tim/Nancy
Pestich Smith, Angela
Pestorich, John/Charlene
Pestorich, John/Staci
Pestorich, Larry
Pestorich, Mark/Kristen
Pestorich, Mike / Dona
Pestorich, Vera

Altar Servers, Epistle Readers and Tutors
Schedule:
All Altar servers are to serve on Pascha.
Team 1
April 1 & 22
Braeden Epperson
Mason Epperson
Joseph Hart
Isaac Byers
"
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Team 2
April 15 & 20
Luke Alsobrook
Caleb Alsobrook
Lance Vukajović
Nickolas Vukajlović

Petrosian, John/Liza
Poulsen, Christian/Natalie
Poznanovich, Momirka
Poznanovich, Selma
Pruse, Kenneth/Tanya
Radoicich, Frances
Radojkovich, Nada
Radovich, Savo/Milka
Ramirez, Christian / Brianna
Ristic, Branka
Romanenko, Andrej/Carolyn
Shultz, Norm
Sidel, Natalie
Sidel, Sandra
Skochko, Steve/Allison
Smith, Cassidy
Spadier, Darinka
Spadier, Dushan/Julianna
Spolsdoff, Allison
Spolsdoff, James/Ala
Stanovich-Creech, Vera
Stijovic, Mima
Tarailo, Ron/Radmila
Tarailo, Zorka
Vucovich, Stephen / Kelly
Vukajlovic, Larry
Vukajlovic, Mark/Cristina
Ward, Jim/Svetlana
Wesseler, Dn. Joseph/Stacia
Woolley, James/Marjorie
Zenovich, Vera

Epistle:
April 1
April 8
April 15
April 22
April 29

Joseph Alsobrook
Lazarus McAtee
Jonathan Hart
Jacob Pruse
Joseph Alsobrook

Tutors: All Tutors scheduled for Pascha
April 1 & 29
April 15
April 22

Jim Ward / Vera Naden
Andrej Romanenko / Tim Penny
Jonathan Hart / John Baziuk
April 2018
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Parish Directory

Circle of Sisters:

Contact Information:

Men’s Club:

Phone: (559) 227-5565
Email: stpeter@me.com
Website: www.stpeterfresno.com

Parish Clergy:
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Shirley Bundros (559) 940-9216
Dushan Spadier (559 260-3700

Worship Services:

V. Rev. George Gligich (559) 696-7015
Protodeacon Brad Matthews (Retired)
Deacon Joseph Wesseler (559) 936-6838

Saturday Vespers at 5:00 p.m.
Confessions on Saturdays after vespers or
during the week by appointment.

Choir Director:

Sunday Liturgy at 9:30 a.m.
Church School on Sundays from September
through May following Holy Communion.

Peggy Matthews (559) 960-2151

Parish Council:
Anthony Olivo (559) 917-0747

Church School:
Lamia Epperson (559) 430-9186
April 2018

Weeknight Vespers at 7:00 p.m.
Weekday Liturgy (Holy Days)
at 9:00 a.m.
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