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May Calendar
Sat
Fri

Stewardship Sunday for
2018 on November 12...

Thu
Wed
Tue

Weekend
Diocese Days
Alhambra
Cathedral in
St. Steven's

Labor Day

5

- Noon
6th Hour Prayers
PM
Vespers 7:00

of
Beheading
St. John

11

AM
Liturgy - 10:00
registration!
Church School
- Noon
Church Meeting

18

25
10:00 AM
Liturgy / C.S.

Page 3

Page 4

Page 5

Page 6

Training
Altar Servers
PM
Session at 3:45
PM
Vespers 5:00

Liturgy 9:00 AM

- Noon
VBS 9:00 AM
PM
Vespers 7:00

19

26
PM
Vespers 7:00

21

20
PM
Vespers 7:00

27

of
Elevation
the Cross

Liturgy 9:00 AM

the
Nativity of
Theotokos

17

16

15

14

13

12

22

No Vespers

23

24
PM
Vespers 5:00

Liturgy 9:00 AM

10:00 AM
Liturgy / C.S.
for
40 Day Memorial
Opening Day!
Church School
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10

9

8

7

6

No Liturgy

gDebra Lombard

Page 1

3

2

1

Mon
Sun

4

28

29

30

- Noon
6th Hour Prayers
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20 Years of Being Orthodox:
6 Things I’ve Learned

dle Catholic) will stop referring to me as a “recent convert” now.
(Heheh.)

Fr. Andrew Stephen Damick

My impression 20 years ago of Orthodoxy was that it was like a kind of
life-long boot camp, in which one is constantly engaged in grueling effort — all that fasting (yes, we always mention the fasting Sirst), prayer,
long services, etc. — in order to repent of sin and
acquire the Holy Spirit. When I was 22, the
“hardcore” feeling of Orthodox Christianity is
part of what drew me to it.

Today marks the 20th anniversary of my reception into the one, holy,
catholic and apostolic Church — the Orthodox
Church. I was just 22 years old at the time and
still in college (I had something of a “career” in
college, accumulating one BA, most of another,
and three minors, all while working to support
myself).
In 1998, April 19 was Pascha, and at that Pascha
20 years ago, it was between Matins and the
Divine Liturgy, when I was received into the Holy
Orthodox Church.
2018 was my 21st Pascha, including 12 as a
presbyter. It never gets old but instead is newer
every year.
A lot has happened these past 20 years, and I
can’t say that I really knew what to expect. There
has been both pain and joy, both loss and gain,
over the past two decades.
But I will say that this faith is deeper and
stronger and more pervasive in its practice than I could have imagined
in 1997 when I Sirst learned of it. It is also both more difSicult and more
merciful than I could have known 20 years ago.
I have a long ways to go, but here are six things that I’ve learned over
the past couple decades, and I do hope that my old friend Chris (a cra-
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1. It’s way less work than I could have imagined.

But eventually I found out that it becomes part of
“normal” life. You don’t stay in boot camp forever.
Eventually you get out on the ocean and have to
just mind the ship. And that’s what most people
do most of their time. Of course, there are periods (e.g., Lent or pilgrimages) when we kick it up
a few notches, because we need to do that from
time to time, but human beings can’t spend all
their time at full intensity.
2. It’s way more work than I could have imagined.
When they said that Orthodox Christianity was
about repentance, I didn’t really know what that
meant. For sure, when I did my life confession
before becoming Orthodox, I had a lot of sins that
I confessed, many of which I was quite ashamed
of. But I didn’t really know how many deep-seated tendencies toward
selSishness, being closed off, anger, resentment (I could go on) I actually
had. And I didn’t know how much practice it would take to see improvement on those things.
This is not to downplay God’s grace, of course. The point here is that
God’s grace is freely available to those who freely reach for it. But I
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wasn’t very good at reaching for it 20 years ago, and I didn’t really even
know that. I know it much better now, and I pray that, by grace, I am
better at reaching for it.
3. It’s much deeper than I could have imagined.
When I became Orthodox at 22, I thought I understood Orthodox theology and practice pretty well. That’s why I became Orthodox, right?
But here I am, 20 years later, with an M.Div. under my belt, with seminary 11 years in the rear-view mirror, with 11 years of priestly ministry, including 9 as a pastor, and there are still a lot of things I just
don’t get. There are still a lot of things I’m just beginning to get.
I’ve had to learn to say, “That just isn’t my Sield” when asked questions
I’m not really qualiSied to answer. And I’ve also learned that there is
still so much of this beautiful Kingdom to explore. Even with 20 years
of Orthodox life behind me — nearly my entire adulthood — I feel like
I’m just getting started! That’s a great feeling.
4. Prayer is much more than I could have imagined.
When I really began to start paying attention to just trying to keep a
daily prayer rule, I noticed something. First, I should say that it was
“easy” when I was 22 to say morning and evening prayers every day —
no problem! But then at some point it wasn’t happening every day. And
then I’d start again. And then I’d have long periods where I just didn’t
actually pay much attention to it — including after ordination. What
was so basic, easy and elementary at Sirst became almost the whole of
the struggle. Thank God, though, that He’s sent me guides to help me in
this.
One of the things that I’ve seen clearly — some of it only just within the
past few years — is that prayer actually does do something. It may not
“do” the thing that I’m wanting, hoping or asking, but it really is an
opening up of the person to the grace of God. One experiment that I did
(at the behest of my confessor) was to notice how I felt at my worst
times of day and then to see if there were any correlation between that
experience and whether I prayed that morning. And you know what?
There was!
Probably the biggest reason that I have been so inconsistent with daily
prayer at times in my life is that I generally didn’t think it did anything.
I had no problem being consistent with brushing my teeth, getting coffee, eating breakfast, etc., because I could see and measure the effects
of doing those things. But I had never actually checked whether daily
prayer did anything. Well, it does. In praying in the morning, I receive
God’s protection from many temptations. I’m not perfect — far from it
— but when I do that prayer, the day is observably different.
5. Parishes are much more different from each other than I could
have imagined.
When I became Orthodox, I don’t think I’d even visited more than a
couple other parishes than the one I was joining. I didn’t know how

From the parish records…
Baptisms:
Jonah Pruse on March 31, 2018.
Tanya Pruse on March 31, 2018.
Jacob Eugene Owens on March 31, 2018.
"
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different the customs, the music and even the commitment levels could
be from one parish to another.
I remember one of my Sirst conscious moments of knowing that there
were differences was when I was asked by a fellow seminarian why I
was Antiochian (some 6.5 years after I became Orthodox). The answer
was that it had been the parish closest to my house. His question presumed, however, that I had made some kind of conscious choice between different parishes and picked the tradition that suited me best.
I’ve now been an active member of 5 different parishes all within the
same tradition, and wow! are they different from each other. Even the
two “convert” parishes I’ve been part of are quite different from each
other.
And now especially with getting a chance to do speaking engagements
all over the country, I’ve seen a lot of different traditions and ways of
doing things. The thing I’ve learned is that every parish is on a journey.
None will remain exactly as they are. So when I become part of a
parish’s life, even if it’s just for a day, I’m joining them on that journey.
I’ve also learned that experiencing other traditions and even other
ways of brokenness is an enriching experience.
6. The only way to be an Orthodox Christian is to focus on Jesus
Christ.
This might seem like a no-brainer, but honestly, 20 years ago, I don’t
think I really knew that. I sort of assumed it, but focus isn’t made of
assumptions. We have to keep returning to Jesus, exploring Who Jesus
is, exploring how Who He is shapes everything in spiritual life. He is the
One Who opens the door for us, the One Who is the Way, the One Who
accompanies us on the journey, and the One Who is the destination.
Everything is about Jesus Christ.
Possibly the most important thing to note about #1 and #2 above is
that in both cases, what I had to learn was that spiritual life isn’t about
making me a better person (however deSined). It is about learning how
to invite Christ more deeply into every part of myself.
And one of the most important lessons I’ve learned in this regard is
that I can’t let myself become focused on the brokenness of either myself or other people within the Church. I recently watched a video of
someone who visited an Orthodox church one time and decided not to
be Orthodox because he experienced a particular kind of brokenness in
that parish. He then extrapolated outward that brokenness is what the
whole Orthodox Church is about. This man was looking at us from the
outside, so it’s perhaps understandable how he could walk away with
such a false sense, but those of us on the inside do it, too. We make our
spiritual lives about the brokenness, and sometimes we walk away or
just check out because of it — either because I can’t do it well enough
myself or because those around me aren’t doing it well enough.
But it’s about Jesus. It always has been and always will be.

Gregory Robert Owens on March 31, 2018.
Chrismation:
Kenneth James Pruse on March 31, 2018.
Many Years!
May 2018
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Serb Fest 2018! Saturday, June 2
We need volunteers for various committees. If you have an area which you would like to help
contact on of the following chairpersons:
General Chairman:
Kitchen Food & Line Servers:
Barbecue:
Bakery:
Set-up/Break-down:
Silent Auction:
Refreshments/Bar:

Anthony Olivo / (559) 917-0747 / aolivo559@gmail.com
Dona Pestorich / (559) 285-2418 / babadona@pestorich.com
Ernie Duran / (559) 724-5412 / duran9350@sbcglobal.net
Ken Pruse / (559) 826-7892 /kenneth.Pruse@fresnounified.org
Mike Castro / (559) 217-5355 / mcastro01@comcast.net
Anastacia Cooper / (559) 240-8254 / anastaciacoop@yahoo.com
Marilyn Jurkovich / 559) 281-6045 / mlbahn1@gmail.com

Publicity:

Stacy Batrich-Smith / (559) 790-4073 / stacybatrichsmith@att.net

Start thinking of Silent Auction items that you would be willing to donate or perhaps you might like to
create and donate a themed gift basket. Please contact Father George or any of the committee chairpeople listed above if you can help and or donate. Don’t forget to invite your family, friends and
neighbors and visit our website at www.serbfestfresno.com for the latest updates!
Festival Bakery… Bakery Chairmain Ken Pruse has scheduled Baking Workshops on Saturdays May 12 and 26
from 8:00 AM to Noon. Mark these dates in your calendar and plan to come and help. Also, Ken will be collecting donations to help offset the cost of the ingredients, so please be generous. Thank you!
Festival Publicity… Kopi Sotiropulos host of KMPH Great Day will be visiting on Sunday, May 20 immediately
following the Liturgy to do a taping for his show about our festival. Plan to be in church that day!

Plan to participate in our 24th Annual Parish Festival!

The Sanger Unified School District Educator of the Year.
Congratulations to Nancy Penny for being honored recently as the Sanger Unified Chamber
Educator of the Year! Nancy has been a dedicated educator for twenty-eight years. She was
first hired at Jackson Elementary, then on Washington Academic Middle School where her work
their led her to the State Center Community College Consortium. Nancy worked with The State
Center for 8 years helping them to publish College and Career Ready Elective Course work.
Following those 8 years Nancy returned to Sanger Unified where she worked as a Curriculum
Support Provider at Wilson Elementary and eventually became the proud principal of The
Sanger Adult School where she has remained for 10 years.
Through Nancy’s dedicated service she has more than doubled the number of students and adults
taking course work at Sanger Adult School. She and her team have given the community of
Sanger a WASC accredited Adult School, Improved graduation rates, increased the college technical education courses by 36 new classes, opened a pathway to citizenship for families, staffed
and opened the Wilson Media Center for the communities to have access to career exploration,
support and wi-fi, and most recently expanded on line learning program as an option for adults
to earn a high school diploma!
Not only has Nancy done an incredible job leading this program she increased the programs vitality by helping hundreds of students and community members extend their educational opportunities. Nancy is driven by her own internal desire to better serve the young people, families and
adults of this great community. Congratulations from your parish family and God grant you Many Years! Živela!
May 2018
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Parish activities…
S.H.A.R.E.S. Program:
To enroll, go to Save Mart’s website www.savemart.com/shares/ and select St. Peter Serbian Orthodox
Church as your charity. You will have an option of a
phone number, credit/debit card or both. If you pay
cash or by check for your groceries, you can type in
your phone number or give it to the cashier. If you buy
your groceries using credit cards you can add your card
number as well as a phone number. Your purchase is
automatically credited to St. Peter’s. Once you sign up
with e-Scrip though Save Mart then you are automatically registered with all of the e-Scrip participating
merchants and online stores.
Another way to support our
Scholarship
Fund is through Amazon
Smile. Remember, always
start at smile.amazon.com and Amazon will donate
0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases. Select “Serbian Orthodox Church of St Peter” as
your charity. It is very simple and easy!
Also, remember that you can donate directly to the
Scholarship Fund at any time. All donations are greatly
appreciated!

Mother’s Day remembrance:
If you wish to have your Mother remembered during the Liturgy on May
13, email your names to Father
George at stpeter@me.com, or send in
the enclosed envelope. Please indicate
if they are living or deceased.

Change for Babies Campaign:
Once again our parish will participate in the Fresno Pregnancy Care
Center's annual fundraiser: “Change
for Babies”. Baby bottles will be distributed on Mothers' Day and will
be collected in church on Fatherʼs Day. Please join us in
supporting this very worthwhile organization. Remember each day to keep adding your loose change so that
we can top last year’s total of $836.16!

We extend our sincere gratitude to so many parishioners and friends who gave their time, talent and
financial resources to St. Peter Church during this
past Lent and Pascha:
"
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Pascha Flowers...
Our thanks to the Mothers’ Club for their donation and
St. Peter’s Men’s Club for all of the Easter Lilies and to
the many parishioners who gave monetary donations
for the flowers which beautifully adorned Christ’s tomb
and the Iconostas.
Lenten meals…
We are grateful to the parishioners who answered the
call for help to prepare the meals following the Presanctified Liturgy on Wednesday evenings during Lent.
Our thanks to Ala Spolsdoff; Victoria Cooper Anastacia
Cooper and Lyudmyla Goryacheva; and Jim and Svetlana Ward We also thank the Romanenko family for
preparing the meal for the vespers of Palm Sunday on
March 31. These meals have been a wonderful tradition
and time of fellowship for all who attended these beautiful Lenten services!
Preparing the church for Pascha...
On Friday March 30, 12 volunteers answered our call to
come and help clean the liturgical and altar items and
the interior of the church in preparation for Pascha.
Every inch of the church just sparkled after a few hours
of work!
Red Eggs & Easter Egg Hunt…
Once again our parish children enjoyed our traditional
Egg Hunt that was held following the Paschal Vesper
Service on our church playground. Thanks to Nancy
Penny for once again organizing this event to the delight of all of our youngsters. A special thanks also to
Vera Naden for donating and dying the 16 dozen red
eggs which were blessed and distributed at the Paschal
Vespers.
Pascha Luncheon…
Our Pascha celebration would not be complete with the
traditional afternoon luncheon chaired by Dona
Pestorich and Charlene Pestorich, with the Pestorich &
Spadier Families, Tootsie Riggs, Stacy Batrich-Smith
and Terrence Smith. Our thanks to all of them for their
efforts in preparing and serving a delicious and wonderful lunch to the crowd of 245 parishioners and
friends!
St. Peter Church Choir...
We are especially grateful to our church choir and their
director Peggy Matthews for singing at every Lenten
and Holy Week service. They started with Forgiveness
Sunday Vespers and sang at every service through the
beautiful Pan-Orthodox Liturgy on Bright Monday!
A special thank you to those who kept vigil at the Tomb
of our Lord starting on Holy Friday afternoon through
May 2018
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the Saturday night Nocturne Service and to Christopher Bundros for spending the night on Friday and assisting the volunteers during the vigil.

Our dedicated and faithful Altar Boys and Readers are
also to be commended for assisting at all of the Lenten
and Holy Week services.

Many thanks to the Hart Family for preparing the
palms and pussy willows and to those who stayed after
Holy Week Services to prepare the church for services
on the next day.

May the Risen Lord repay the generosity of all those
who offered their sincere gifts of their time, talents and
financial resources to the Lord during Great Lent, Holy
Week and Pascha!

Church Fence Fundraising Appeal…
Fence Project Update: Work is almost completed on the fence around the property!
To date we have raised $41,786.00. We still need to meet our goal of $50,000 and will
add an additional $15,000 from the Building Fund to complete this project that will
costs $65,000. If you have not yet donated please do so soon. Thank you and God
bless all who contributed to this project!

Please Help us to reach our goal to raise $50,000!

Thank you to the following parishioners and friends who have generously donated to our
Church fence appeal…

May 2018

Mike & Suzie Spadier
Frances Radoicich
Diane Milutinovich
Marcia Taylor
Pamela Sagardia
Seth Gregory
Jacob Owens
Jonathan & Deborah Hart
John & Liza Petrosian
Zorka Tarailo
Dale & Betty Anne Hadley (and friend
Robert)
Nada Radojkovich & Hunter Radich (IMO
Rita Wachter)
Maura Chaplain
Natalie Sidel
Sandra Sidel
Vera De Hefer
Marilyn Jurkovich
Vera Pestorich (IMO Risto Pestorich)
Larry Pestorich (IMO Risto Pestorich)
Allison Spolsdoff
Katherine Spolsdoff
Jim & Ala Spolsdoff
Terrence & Stacy Smith
Savo & Milka Radovich
Circle of Sisters
Ann Mikitish
Michael & Jeanette Jurkovich
Stephen & Kelly Vucovich
Bryn & Phil Forhan
John & Charlene Pestorich

$45,000
$40,000
$35,000

Total donated as of April 28th: $41,786.00

Vera Coffeen (IMO Rademir Stijovic)
Mima Stijovich (IMO Savo Sjekloca)
Lillian Dutra
Nadeja Brountchenko
Ronald & Radmila Tarailo
Dan Dakovich
Jesus and Yvonne Duran
Ljubomir and Lindy Gligorijevic
Angela Smith (IMO Tomo & Danica Pestich)
Darinka Spadier
Rebecca Castro Rowe
Alisa Rakich Brooks
Joseph & Lilya Steele
Oleg and Elena Chern
Maria Kril (IMO Katarina Kril)
Jim & Svetlana Ward
Eleanor Christensen
Christian &Natalie Poulsen
Anthony & Cicily Olivo
Randy & Janice McAtee
Lyudmyla May
Fr. Jim & Donna Pappas
Harry & Marnie Butts
Matthew & Sheryl Imfeld
Ron & Marjorie Woolley
Michael & Annabelle Castro
George & Diane Chrisman
Vera Stanovich Creech
Mary Ragenovich
Vera Naden
Mike & Dona Pestorich
Louie Obradovich

$50,000!

$30,000
$25,000
$20,000
$15,000
$10,000
$5,000

Branka Ristic (IMO Darinka Perovic)
Scamagas, Peter & Katina
Forrest & Dr. Holly Grow
Mark/Cristina Vukajlovic
Bert & Patti Cantu
Joan Urdesich (IMO Jeff Urdesich)
Deacon Allen Jendian
Greg Owens
Ernie & Cheryl Duran
George & Cathy Milutinovich
Victoria Cooper
Fr. George & Elena Gligich
Barbara Milinich
Charyce Hatler
Rodika Nika
Tom & Lynn Oxford
John Mikitish
Eric & Yoly Miller
Chris & Shirley Bundros
Olga Granado
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Stewardship 2018 …We thank the following parishioners listed who have
submitted their pledge commitment for 2018. Thank you and God bless you!
Alsobrook, Scott/Katherine
Angelich, Olga
Bahn, Marilyn
Baziuk, John/Suzanna
Brooks, Alisa Rakich
Brickey, Gabe/Mika
Bukilica, Sally
Bundros, Christopher/Shirley
Byers, Andrew
Cantu, Bert/Patti
Castro, Mike/Annabelle
Chaplain, Maura
Chern, Oleg/Elena
Chrisman, George/Diane
Christensen, Eleanor
Clemensen, Wayne/Lisa
Coffeen, Vera
Contreras, Alexander/Francine
Cucuk, Barbara
Cucuk, Branko
Dakovich, Dan
DeYoung, J. Ryan/Carrie
Dublin, Antonina
Duran, Jesus/Yvonne
Duran, Ernie/Cheryl
Epperson, Jason/Lamia
Foley, John/Heidi
Gligich, Fr. George/Elena
Granado, Olga
Hart, Jonathon/Deborah
Hatler, Charyce
Keves, Lazslo/Valentina
Klingel, Friedhelm/Tatiana

Kojovich, Helen
Kornaros, Steven/Tara
Kril, Maria
Lawrinenko, Michael/Ludmyla
Livanis, Peter
Lobkowski, Vladimir/Darlene
Marinovich, Branko
Marivovich, John/Nancy
Matthews, Dn. Brad /Peggy
May, Lyudmyla
McAtee, Randy/Janice
McAtee, Timothy
Mikitish, Anne
Milinich, Barbara
Miller, Eric/Yoly
Milovich, Robert
Milutinovich, George/Cathy
Naden, Vera
Nika, Rodika
Olivo, Anthony/Cicily
Owens, Jacob
Owens, Greg
Oxford, Tom/Lynn
Pavic, Dejan
Pavlovich, George
Penny, Tim/Nancy
Pestich Smith, Angela
Pestorich, John/Charlene
Pestorich, John/Staci
Pestorich, Larry
Pestorich, Mark/Kristen
Pestorich, Mike / Dona
Pestorich, Vera

Altar Servers, Epistle Readers and Tutors
Schedule:
Team 1
May 6 & 20
Braeden Epperson
Mason Epperson
Joseph Hart
Isaac Byers

"
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Team 2
May 13 & 27
Luke Alsobrook
Caleb Alsobrook
Lance Vukajović
Nickolas Vukajlović

Petrosian, John/Liza
Poulsen, Christian/Natalie
Poznanovich, Momirka
Poznanovich, Selma
Pruse, Kenneth/Tanya
Radoicich, Frances
Radojkovich, Nada
Radovich, Savo/Milka
Ramirez, Christian / Brianna
Ristic, Branka
Romanenko, Andrej/Carolyn
Shultz, Norm
Sidel, Natalie
Sidel, Sandra
Skochko, Steve/Allison
Smith, Cassidy
Spadier, Darinka
Spadier, Dushan/Julianna
Spolsdoff, Allison
Spolsdoff, James/Ala
Stanovich-Creech, Vera
Stijovic, Mima
Tarailo, Ron/Radmila
Tarailo, Zorka
Vucovich, Stephen / Kelly
Vukajlovic, Larry
Vukajlovic, Mark/Cristina
Ward, Jim/Svetlana
Wesseler, Dn. Joseph/Stacia
Woolley, James/Marjorie
Zenovich, Vera

Epistle:
May 6
May 13
May 20
May 27

Lazarus McAtee
Jonathan Hart
Jacob Pruse
Joseph Alsobrook

Tutors:
May 6 & 27
May 13
May 20

Jim Ward / Vera Naden
Andrej Romanenko / Tim Penny
Jonathan Hart / John Baziuk
May 2018
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Parish Directory

Circle of Sisters:

Contact Information:

Men’s Club:

Phone: (559) 227-5565
Email: stpeter@me.com
Website: www.stpeterfresno.com

Parish Clergy:

DN

AG

RE

R

Shirley Bundros (559) 940-9216
Dushan Spadier (559 260-3700

Worship Services:

V. Rev. George Gligich (559) 696-7015
Protodeacon Brad Matthews (Retired)
Deacon Joseph Wesseler (559) 936-6838

Saturday Vespers at 5:00 p.m.
Confessions on Saturdays after vespers or
during the week by appointment.

Choir Director:

Sunday Liturgy at 9:30 a.m.
Church School on Sundays from September
through May following Holy Communion.

Peggy Matthews (559) 960-2151

Parish Council:
Anthony Olivo (559) 917-0747

Church School:
Lamia Epperson (559) 430-9186
May 2018

Weeknight Vespers at 7:00 p.m.
Weekday Liturgy (Holy Days)
at 9:00 a.m.
"7

M

E

S

S

E

N

G

E

R
Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit #1771
Fresno, CA

St. Peter Serbian Orthodox Church
3502 N. First Street
Fresno, CA 93726-6802
Return Service Requested

St. Peter the Apostle Church Monthly Newsletter

Clergy and Acolytes at the Pascha Liturgy

May 2018

