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The Seal of the Prophets
By Fr. Lawrence Farley

I’m a Pastor and I Want to
quit church. Now!
By Chris Sonksen
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Parish Activities
,Shares Cards, Petrovdan
offering, SerbFest...etc.

Stewardship 2018
Join our list of
Steward in 2018

July/August Calendars
Sat
Fri
Thu
Wed
Tue

Weekend
Diocese Days
Alhambra
Cathedral in
St. Steven's

Labor Day

5

- Noon
6th Hour Prayers
PM
Vespers 7:00

of
Beheading
St. John

11

AM
Liturgy - 10:00
registration!
Church School
- Noon
Church Meeting

Opening Day!
Church School

25
10:00 AM
Liturgy / C.S.

- Noon
VBS 9:00 AM
PM
Vespers 7:00

19

The Seal of the Prophets
by Fr. Lawrence Farley

The importance of John the Baptizer may be gauged
by the amount of paint and ink the
Church spends on him. His portrait
is painted and is found on every
single icon-screen in all the
churches, regardless of whether or
not he is that church’s patron
saint. And many hymns have been
written to celebrate his life. Much
ink is required for these hymns —
he has many feasts. Fifty-seven
feasts each year in fact: the feasts
of his conception on September
23(Oct. 6), his birth on June 24(July
7), his beheading on August 29
(Sept. 11), the synaxis celebrating
his role as the Lord’s baptizer on
January 7 (20), the feasts of his
relics on February 24 (March 9)
and May 25 (June 7), and every
Tuesday of the 52 weeks of the
year, which celebrate him in the
weekly liturgical cycle. That is a lot of feasts, requiring a lot of hymns.
July /August 2018
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26
PM
Vespers 7:00

21

20
PM
Vespers 7:00

27

of
Elevation
the Cross

Liturgy 9:00 AM

the
Nativity of
Theotokos

17

16

15

14

13

12

gDebra Lombard
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Training
Altar Servers
PM
Session at 3:45
PM
Vespers 5:00

Liturgy 9:00 AM

22

No Vespers

23

24
PM
Vespers 5:00

Liturgy 9:00 AM

10:00 AM
Liturgy / C.S.
for
40 Day Memorial
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10

9

8

7

6

No Liturgy

18
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Mon
Sun

4

28

29

30

- Noon
6th Hour Prayers
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This should only be expected for someone the Lord
described as the greatest born of women (Matthew
11:11). Yet, as the Lord went on to say, even the least
of those in the kingdom was greater than John, for
John stood outside the coming kingdom, suffering
death at the hands of Herod before he could enter it
himself. John was, in fact, the embodiment of the Old Testament’s
message, and as such he stood at
the end of the long line of sacred
history. “All the prophets and the
Law prophesied until John” (v. 13),
who was the Zinal prophet, the seal
of the prophets, for after him there
could be no more Old Testament
prophecy. He was the prophetic
hinge, connecting the Old Covenant
with the New. In his ministry and
message we Zind the entirety of the
Old Testament distilled and offered
to the Church. Of that message, I
would mention three things.
Firstly, John tells us to repent and
that repentance is the only way to
avoid the coming judgment of God.
That judgment will be thorough —
not a little pruning of a few stray sinful branches, but
the felling of the whole tree. And repentance is urgently required, that that judgment is even now im"1
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pending and threatening. The axe of divine judgment is being laid at the root to the tree; the Zirst
blow of the axe is imminent, and there is no time to
lose.
One might perhaps imagine that being part of a religious body would be enough to save. It is not so.
Many Jews imagined that as the children of Abraham
and members of the Chosen People they were immune and safe from divine wrath. That wrath was
for the Gentiles, not for Jews. They were the children
of Abraham, and were therefore safe. John thundered against such presumption. Being a child of
Abraham was no great thing: “Do not presume to say
to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for I
tell you God is able from these stones to raise up
children to Abraham” (Matthew 3:9). (This probably
involves a play on words which vanishes in translation: from these stones [Hebrew eben] God is able to
raise up servants/ sons [Hebrew ebed].) If the Jews
of old were not saved by racial membership, neither
are we Gentiles by ecclesiastical membership. What
matters is repentance, which alone gives meaning to
our inclusion in the Body of Christ. Repentance is
not something we do before we can serve God; it is
what serving God consists of.
Secondly, we may ask what do we repent of? What
does God want from us? The Pharisees were sure
that repentance consisted of scrupulous attention to
the minutiae of the Law, and fastidious care in keeping the Sabbath and ritual puriZication. A truly devout person would wash one’s hands before eating
just in case they had contracted ceremonial deZilement in the marketplace (see Mark 7:3f). Is that
what repentance consists of? Does God primarily
want us to be more religious? John taught
otherwise. Repentance consisted of care for the poor
and of contentment with one’s lot. “He who has two
coats, let him share with him who has none; and he
who has food, let him do likewise” (Luke 3:11). Notoriously sinful tax-collectors? Let them “collect no
more than was appointed” for them, cheating no
one. Soldiers? “Rob no one by violence, and be content with your wages” (v. 12-14).
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was not to be religious, but to be kind to the poor
(Jeremiah 22:16). One of them, Micah, summed it all
up: “He has showed you, O man, what is good —
what does Yahweh require of you but to do justice
and to love kindness and to walk humbly with your
God?” (Micah 6:8). The Zirst and great commandment to love God manifests itself in its corollary, the
commandment to love your neighbor as yourself. If
you love God Whom you have not seen, you will surely also love your neighbor whom you have seen (1
John 4:20).
Thirdly, John teaches us that Christ is everything.
Technically Jesus became John’s disciple when He
was baptized by him. Yet when John had his vision of
a harmless dove descending upon Jesus after He was
praying on the riverside after His baptism, John
knew that Jesus was the sinless Messiah, the One
Who would baptize in the Holy Spirit, the One Whose
way he was preparing. When John’s disciples found
out that Jesus branched out on His own and was baptizing and making His own disciples, they were incensed and jealous on John’s behalf. John was
serene, recognizing in this the hand of God. Of
course all men were going to Jesus and He was winning the hearts of Israel. Should not the bridegroom
win the bride? John was simply the friend of the
bridegroom, the Best Man, and like the Best Man he
rejoiced to see the bridegroom win his bride. “He
must increase, and I must decrease” (John 4:25-30).
John speaks these words to us as well. When our
egos swell and we become angry at others, this is the
sign that we must decrease, and let our egos shrink
back to a normal size. Jesus Christ must increase in
our lives so that all our attention is on Him.
John was not just the Baptizer, he was the Forerunner, and his life had no other purpose than to reveal
Christ and prepare His way. From his place on our
icon-screens, John tells us that we also have no other
purpose but to serve the Lord.

Here we see the explication of the constant theme of
the Old Testament prophets. All the prophets denounced social injustice and said that to know God
"
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From the parish records…
Funeral:
James Ron Woolley, 72 on May 22,
2018.
Memory Eternal!
Baptisms:
The following article caught my attention with it’s unusual headline. While
not written from an Orthodox Christian
perspective it certainly is very thought
provoking and worth considering.
Father George
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Dottie Hayes, daughter of John and Staci
Pestorich on May 19 2018.
Natalie Kay, daughter of John and Staci
Pestorich on May 19 2018.
Maksim Anton, son of Anton and Kimberly Simanov on May 26 2018.
Many Years!

percent have shared their faith with
a non-believer. More than half of all
church members attend church
once a month or less.
Something has to change.

I'm a pastor and I
want you to quit
church. Now!

Casual attendance and the belief
that others will serve, give and
share the Gospel are tearing down
churches across our country brick
by brick. As believers, it’s time that
we are either all in or we get out.
The solution is simple: quit!

At a time when church attendance is
shrinking in America, I, a pastor, am
encouraging people to quit church.
Why?

That’s right – quit! If we quit the
casual way we approach God’s principles can you imagine what would
happen in our personal walks of
faith and in our community of believers?

By Chris Sonksen

The answer is birthed out of conversations and research I’ve been a
part of over the last several years.
Regularly, I meet and train pastors
and church leaders from all over the
country through my leadership
platform, ChurchBOOM. The conversations carry a common theme –
a lot of people who attend church
are passive towards serving, giving
and community outreach.
In most churches, 80 percent of the
work is being carried out by 20 percent or less of the people. We’ve become a church of spectators and the
pastoral staff is getting burned out.
According to my own personal research, the problems are even bigger than the 80/20 principle.
Only 39 percent of active believers
consider the Bible as the literal
word of God. Less than 20 percent
of professing believers follow the
biblical principle of giving. Only 5
July /August 2018
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What if every believer exercised
generosity? What if every Christian
fought for loyalty in the local
church? What if everyone served in
their God-given purpose? What
would happen if we stopped simply
believing and started belonging?
If we would only quit the way we
approach our relationship to Christ
and our local church, the blessing,
the reward, the joy, the fulZillment,
the purpose, and the increase would
radically transform our lives and
the world. Together, we can revolutionize the church!
But the only way we can do this is if
we quit.
My conversations over the past several years revealed the spiritual
habits necessary for personal and
church growth and revealed the
“why” behind disengagement in the
church.

The truth is, if we don’t feel passionate about something we don’t
do it. If we don’t like something that
happens in the church, we Zind another one. If the spiritual practices
don’t Zit our lifestyle, then we don’t
do them.
This mindset permeates our “I want
it now and I want it my way” culture
and is only enforced through social
media, website choices, TV options
and countless other platforms that
have risen in prominence in our
lives. This is not the way God intended the church to live.
The local church isn’t a building –
it’s a body of believers fulZilling
God’s purpose in our lives. When
these believers approach their individual involvement and commitment in a casual manner it weakens
the entire body of Christ and the
impact we are called to have.
As a result, we lose and so does the
local church. God wants us to win,
to thrive, to fulZill our potential in
him. We will not experience the
abundance he desires for us until
we quit our current approach and
we are all-in.
Once you go all-in on generosity,
serving, outreach, discipleship and
the other biblical behaviors laid out
in his word then look out, because
God will rain on your life with his
blessings like you have never experienced.
Jesus felt the church was worth dying for – it should be our mission as
Christians to value living for it.
This op-ed is adapted from the
book “Quit Church.”
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Parish activities…
S.H.A.R.E.S. Program:
To enroll, go to Save Mart’s website www.savemart.com/shares/ and select St. Peter Serbian Orthodox
Church as your charity. You will have an option of a
phone number, credit/debit card or both. If you pay
cash or by check for your groceries, you can type in
your phone number or give it to the cashier. If you buy
your groceries using credit cards you can add your card
number as well as a phone number. Your purchase is
automatically credited to St. Peter’s. Once you sign up
with e-Scrip though Save Mart then you are automatically registered with all of the e-Scrip participating merchants and online stores.
Another way to support our
Scholarship Fund is through
Amazon Smile. Remember,
always start at smile.amazon.com and Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile
purchases. Select “Serbian Orthodox Church of St Peter” as your charity. It is very simple and easy!
Also, remember that you can donate directly to the
Scholarship Fund at any time. All donations are greatly
appreciated!

Change for Babies Campaign:
We thank all who have participated in the Fresno Pregnancy Care Center’s annual
fundraiser! You may place
your baby bottles in the box
in the narthex as you enter
the church. Thank you and
God bless you for your generosity!

Summer Pledges:
As many parishioners take their vacations, we ask
everyone to maintain their pledge payments and weekly offerings as the summer months tend to be a little
lean and our utility bills increase due to the extreme
heat.

Parish Website:
Miss church one Sunday? Did you know that we post
the weekly bulletin on the web? Simply go to
www.stpeterfresno.com and view the bulletin at home.
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Many Thanks:
Our appreciation to the St. Peter’s Men’s Club and their
president Dushan Spadier for recently donating the
funds ($2,700) and coordinating with the contractor to
re-roof the storage buildings and the social hall bathrooms!

Another successful festival!
Our annual Serbian Festival on June 2nd was a big success and a wonderful day for St Peter Church. Our
guests all commented on our helpful, happy workers
raved about the delicious food and loved our music and
dancers. It takes the cooperation and commitment
of nearly 100 volunteers to put on this once a year
fundraiser. Our success is measured not just by income,
but more importantly by the good will and Orthodox
faith we share with our community.
Our gratitude also to Anthony Olivo for assuming the
responsibility of chairing our parish festival and to all
of our committee chairpersons and many volunteers for
a job well done! We will have the financial report published in the next issue of the Messenger.

Parish Slava — JULY 15: Our 67th annual commemoration of Ss. Peter and Paul (Petrovdan) is right around
the corner. This is the day of our patron saint, a day of
great joy. As Orthodox Christians we ask for the prayers
of the righteous ones of God in daily prayer.
On Sunday, July is 15 we will gather as the Eucharistic
Parish Community which has been mystically identified
with Ss. Peter & Paul—through Christ—to specifically
ask them to intercede in our behalf, and to glorify God
“who is wonderful in His saints.” Our beloved Bishop
Maxim will be with us for the Liturgy on July 15, so it is
only right that our entire parish community join in this
festal celebration with our beloved Bishop. The Hierarchical Liturgy will begin at 9:30 a.m. (We ask everyone
to please arrive by 9:15 to greet Bishop Maxim and to
be present for the entrance and vesting!) At the end of
the Liturgy we will have the traditional procession
around the church followed by the blessing of the Festal
Bread and Luncheon. At the luncheon festivities we will
award the 5th Annual St. Peter Church Scholarship. This
year’s honored Kumovi are Eric and Yoly Miller.
Enclosed in this issue is an offering envelope for your
gift to St. Peter Church for Petrovdan. Thank you in
advance for your generosity!

July /August 2018
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Stewardship 2018 …We thank the following parishioners listed who have
submitted their pledge commitment for 2018. Thank you and God bless you!
Alsobrook, Scott/Katherine
Angelich, Olga
Bahn, Marilyn
Baziuk, John/Suzanna
Brooks, Alisa Rakich
Brickey, Gabe/Mika
Bukilica, Sally
Bundros, Christopher/Shirley
Byers, Andrew
Cantu, Bert/Patti
Castro, Mike/Annabelle
Chaplain, Maura
Chern, Oleg/Elena
Chrisman, George/Diane
Christensen, Eleanor
Clemensen, Wayne/Lisa
Coffeen, Vera
Contreras, Alexander/Francine
Cucuk, Barbara
Cucuk, Branko
Dakovich, Dan
DeYoung, J. Ryan/Carrie
Dublin, Antonina
Duran, Jesus/Yvonne
Duran, Ernie/Cheryl
Epperson, Jason/Lamia
Foley, John/Heidi
Gligich, Fr. George/Elena
Granado, Olga
Hart, Jonathon/Deborah
Hatler, Charyce
Keves, Lazslo/Valentina
Klingel, Friedhelm/Tatiana
Kojovich, Helen
Kornaros, Steven/Tara

Kril, Maria
Lawrinenko, Michael/Ludmyla
Livanis, Peter
Lobkowski, Vladimir/Darlene
Marinovich, Branko
Marivovich, John/Nancy
Matthews, Dn. Brad /Peggy
May, Lyudmyla
McAtee, Randy/Janice
McAtee, Timothy
Mikitish, Anne
Milinich, Barbara
Miller, Eric/Yoly
Milovich, Robert
Milutinovich, George/Cathy
Myovich, Kyle/Niki
Naden, Vera
Nika, Rodika
Olivo, Anthony/Cicily
Owens, Greg
Owens, Jacob
Oxford, Tom/Lynn
Pavic, Dejan
Pavlovich, George
Penny, Tim/Nancy
Pestich Smith, Angela
Pestorich, John/Charlene
Pestorich, John/Staci
Pestorich, Larry
Pestorich, Mark/Kristen
Pestorich, Mike / Dona
Pestorich, Vera
Petrosian, John/Liza
Poulsen, Christian/Natalie
Poznanovich, Momirka

Poznanovich, Selma
Pruse, Kenneth/Tanya
Radich, Ned/Kathy
Radoicich, Frances
Radojkovich, Nada
Radovich, Savo/Milka
Ramirez, Christian / Brianna
Ristic, Branka
Romanenko, Andrej/Carolyn
Sagardia, Pam
Shultz, Norm
Sidel, Natalie
Sidel, Sandra
Skochko, Steve/Allison
Smith, Cassidy
Smith, Terrence/Stacy
Spadier, Darinka
Spadier, Dushan/Julianna
Spolsdoff, Allison
Spolsdoff, James/Ala
Stanovich-Creech, Vera
Stijovic, Mima
Tarailo, Ron/Radmila
Tarailo, Zorka
Vucovich, Stephen/Kelly
Vukajlovic, Larry
Vukajlovic, Mark/Cristina
Ward, Jim/Svetlana
Wesseler, Dn. Joseph/Stacia
Wisar, David/Jenna
Woolley, James/Marjorie
Woolsey, Kathryn
Zenovich, Vera

During the holy days of the Dormition Fast (from August 14 – 28) we will serve
the Paraklesis (Small Supplicatory Canon to the Theotokos) on Wednesday, August 15 & 22 and Fridays, August 17 & 24 at 7:00 p.m. Please come with a list of
names (living) for those who need prayers. On Dormition itself we will have
Vespers on August 27 at 7:00 p.m. and the Divine Liturgy on August 28 at 9:00
a.m.
July /August 2018
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July/August Altar Servers, Epistle Readers and
Tutors Schedule:

"
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Team 1
July 1, 15 & 29
Braeden Epperson
Mason Epperson
Joseph Hart
Isaac Byers

Team 2
July 8 & 22
Luke Alsobrook
Caleb Alsobrook
Lance Vukajović
Nickolas Vukajlović

Team 1
August 5 & 19
Braeden Epperson
Mason Epperson
Joseph Hart
Isaac Byers

Team 2
August 12 & 26
Luke Alsobrook
Caleb Alsobrook
Lance Vukajović
Nickolas Vukajlović
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Epistle:
July 1 /August 5
July 8 /August 12
July 15/August 19
July 22/August 26
July 22
Tutors:
July 1
July 8
July 15
July 22
July 29
August 5
August 12
August 19
August 26

Joseph Alsobrook
Jonathan Hart
Lazarus McAtee
Jacob Pruse
Joseph Alsobrook

Andrej Romanenko / Tim Penny
Jonathan Hart / John Baziuk
Jim Ward / Vera Naden
Andrej Romanenko / Tim Penny
Jonathan Hart / John Baziuk
Andrej Romanenko / Tim Penny
Jonathan Hart / Natalie Sidel
Jim Ward / Vera Naden
Andrej Romanenko / Tim Penny
July /August 2018
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Parish Directory
Contact Information:

Phone: (559) 227-5565
Email: stpeter@me.com
Website: www.stpeterfresno.com

Parish Clergy:
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Circle of Sisters:
Shirley Bundros (559) 940-9216

Men’s Club:
Dushan Spadier (559 260-3700

Worship Services:

V. Rev. George Gligich (559) 696-7015
Protodeacon Brad Matthews (Retired)
Deacon Joseph Wesseler (559) 936-6838

Saturday Vespers at 5:00 p.m.
Confessions on Saturdays after vespers or
during the week by appointment.

Choir Director:

Sunday Liturgy at 9:30 a.m.
Church School on Sundays from September
through May following Holy Communion.

Peggy Matthews (559) 960-2151

Parish Council:
Anthony Olivo (559) 917-0747

Church School:
Lamia Epperson (559) 430-9186
July /August 2018

Weeknight Vespers at 7:00 p.m.
Weekday Liturgy (Holy Days)
at 9:00 a.m.
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St. Peter Serbian Orthodox Church
3502 N. First Street
Fresno, CA 93726-6802
Return Service Requested

St. Peter the Apostle Church Monthly Newsletter

Petrovdan

Sunday, July 15
Hierarchical Liturgy at 9:30 a.m.
Concelebrated by His Grace, Bishop Maxim and visiting
clergy.
Blessing of the Feast Day Bread following the Liturgy.
Honored Kumovi: Eric and Yoly Miller

Luncheon at 11:30 a.m.
Presentation of the St. Peter Scholarship
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