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Prayer of Saint Philaret
By Sam Williams

The Orthodox Church places prayer at the core of the Orthodox Christian life. The Church offers us the Book of
Psalms, the “Our Father” that Christ taught us, various
liturgies, devotional prayer services to various saints, and
private prayers written by the saints.
All of these prayers guide us closer to
Christ by giving us words to say when
we can’t quite seem to Gind them.
Over time, these prayers shape the
words we use in times of need and
inspire the conversation we have with
God at all times.
In recent years, a prayer written by
Saint Philaret the Metropolitan of
Moscow (1782 – 1867) has come into
popular use as a prayer for the beginning of the day. (The prayer was originally written by the French Roman
Catholic bishop and spiritual writer
Francois Fenelon (+1715), adopted by
St Philaret and then further popularized by the Optina Elders. —Fr.
George) Here is the prayer in whole:
O Lord, grant me to meet the coming day in peace. Help me
in all thing to rely upon Your holy will. In every hour of the
day, reveal Your will to me. Bless my dealing with all who
surround me. Teach me to treat all that comes to me
throughout the day with peace of soul and with Qirm conviction that Your will governs all. In all my deeds and
September2018
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words, guide my thoughts and feelings. In unforeseen
events, let me not forget that all are sent by You. Teach me
to act Qirmly and wisely, without embittering and embarrassing others. Give me strength to bear the fatigue of the
coming day with all that it shall bring. Direct my will, teach
me to pray, pray You Yourself in me. Amen.
Prayed daily, this prayer helps us reorient our attention
from the world’s distractions and passions and towards a
focus and trust in God. Saint Philaret calls us to look at our inner
world, to align our will with God’s,
and to be attentive to how we interact with those around us.
1. Serenity and our inner world
The Girst thing this prayer is concerned with is our inner world. We
ask in this prayer that God grant us
the peace we need for this day. We
ask Him for help in treating everything with peace of soul, instead of
with anxiety and stress. How often
do we wake up anxious, beginning
the day already feeling behind
schedule and worried? If only we
could discover this peace on our
own (the right meditation practice or the right quiet place
in nature); if only we could Gix ourselves! But instead of
our peace, we need the peace of God which is beyond all
understanding (Philippians 4:7), a peace not like what the
world can offer, a peace that casts out our fear and calms
our troubled hearts (John 14:27).
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As God calms our anxieties, He also gives us strength
when we are not strong enough to stand. In this prayer,
we ask God for the strength to bear the fatigue of the coming day. We don’t ask God to strengthen us tomorrow, we
just ask for His help today “with all that it shall bring”.
This implies we are also willing to trust that God will be
with us in whatever situation we might encounter today.
We are not alone.
We also ask God to guide our thoughts and our feelings.
We are so often pulled this way and that by our emotions
and thought life, but Saint Philaret reminds us to ask God
to be our guide in everything. We even ask God to give us
the words to pray. And as this prayer helps us to rely on
God, it also calls our attention to His will.
2. God’s will and our will
So much of the Christian life is trying to bring our will
into alignment with God’s will. Theologians and poets,
rich and poor alike, all struggle with accepting God’s will
at certain times, especially in times of suffering and difGiculties. As Orthodox Christians, we neither believe in a
God who can be manipulated by man (if we only pray correctly) nor a God who holds us like puppets on strings
(where we have no control over our choices). Instead, we
seek to know what God’s will is each day and then strive
to live in accordance with that will.
Saint Philaret gives us the words to ask God to reveal His
will to us and that we will then rely on His will in everything. But in moments of weakness and in moments of
distress, we might lose that conviction that God is still
with us at all times. So we ask God for the assurance that
His will governs all things.
Finally, we give up trying to be in control by asking God to
direct us and to help us bring our will to match His. We
stop trying to run our own show and make a decision to
let God be our shepherd and our guide. We give up control

Sell Everything and Buy the
Field
He looked at me right in the face
and said the words I will never forget: “When you’re ready to ‘sell all
you have’ to have this faith, then,
and only then will you be ready!”
Whoa, wait a minute, let’s talk
about this! Everything? Yep, everything.
It was a turning point in my own
spiritual journey and I was having
to confront my own desire to “play
it safe” or not cause trouble or even
protect my own comfort level. But
"
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over what we cannot control and trust that God will take
care of the outcome. As we let go, it opens us up not only
to a better relationship with God, but also with our neighbor.
3. Our dealings with others
Just as we need to be aware of our inner life, and to meditate on the will of God, we also need to be cognizant of
how we relate to and treat others. The prayer next asks
that God will bless all of our interactions with our neighbor. In the stillness of our morning prayers, we ask God to
help us not to forget that everyone in our lives can help us
grow closer to God – even the most frustrating person –
but how they do so depends on us. This is why we ask
God to remind us that all are sent by Him. It changes our
perspective from seeing others as pests to agents of God’s
will in our lives.
It’s easy to be sure of our own “rightness”. We see that all
too much today. What’s harder is to let go of being right
and to live humbly in relation to others. At times we might
need to be Girm, but we always need God’s discernment in
learning how to speak as God would have us speak. So we
ask God that we “act Girmly and wisely” but with the important caveat that our relations with others be “without
embittering and embarrassing” them. Saint Philaret leads
us then to approach our dealings with others with humility instead of with pride.
*****
When we are anxious and stressed out, when we are pursuing our own will instead of God’s, when we are pitting
ourselves against others, we will not have the eyes to see
and the ears to hear how God is working in our lives today. The prayer of Saint Philaret, like all of the prayers of
our Church, helps us to slow down and to bring attention
to this present moment. For it is here and now that we
can encounter the living God. Today, we can know the
peace of God, we can pursue the will of God, and we can
see God at work in our lives through our neighbor.

he was right. I wasn’t going to be
willing to do what I had to do until I
valued what was before me MORE
than I valued the opinions of others;
more than my own comfort; and
more than my own private opinions! When I came to that point
where I valued “the treasure” more
than anything else; that’s when I
converted to Orthodoxy! But that’s
true of everything that is most valuable in our lives. We have to do the
work necessary to be so discerning
that we are able to prioritize the
most important things over the less
important things. And being disciplined enough to do that is the main

characteristic of a spiritually mature person.
Look at ...Matthew 13:44-54:
The Lord said this parable, “The
kingdom of heaven is like treasure
hidden in a Qield, which a man found
and covered up; then in his joy he
goes and sells all that he has and
buys that Qield. Again, the kingdom of
heaven is like a merchant in search
of Qine pearls, who, on Qinding one
pearl of great value, went and sold
all that he had and bought it. Again,
the kingdom of heaven is like a net
which was thrown into the sea and
gathered Qish of every kind; when it
September 2018
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was full, men drew it ashore and sat
down and sorted the good into vessels but threw away the bad. So it
will be at the close of the age. The
angels will come out and separate
the evil from the righteous, and
throw them into the furnace of Qire;
there men will weep and gnash their
teeth. Have you understood all this?”
They said to him, “Yes.” And he said
to them, “Therefore every scribe who
has been trained for the kingdom of
heaven is like a householder who
brings out of his treasure what is
new and what is old.” And when Jesus had Qinished these parables, he
went away from there, and coming
to his own country he taught them in
their synagogue.
First, notice that it is out of JOY that
the man who found the treasure
goes and sells all he has to buy the
Gield that holds the treasure! It isn’t
out of fear or obligation or even
knowledge that motivates us to
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prioritize our faith above all other
priorities in our lives. And that joy
Glows from the ability to properly
VALUE the treasure.
Too often we allow the fact that our
faith is the greatest treasure in our
lives to slip and that’s when we Gind
it easy to allow our faith to fall from
its proper place at the top of our
priorities. Next, the placing of our
faith at the top of our priorities is
because of it’s eternal WORTH and
understanding that valuing our
faith FIRST allows us to properly
value everything else in our lives in
its proper place. No wonder the
Lord uses the language of sorting
and judgment to help us clearly see
WHY the Faith must come Girst if
everything else in our lives ever
hopes to Gind their proper value as
well!
Finally, those who have learned to
discern their priorities are properly
described as servants “who have

R
been trained for the kingdom of
heaven.” Those servants are wise
enough to know how to use both
old treasures and new treasures to
enrich their lives with eternal values and wisdom. Today, are you
wise enough to value treasures old
and new? Are you discerning
enough and well trained in recognizing the true value of your faith
through regular practice, proper
dedication, and humble learning?
Make no mistake; the Kingdom of
God is worth whatever price you
have to pay in your own life to
properly possess it and enter into
it! Your relationship with God and
His Church is the greatest treasure
you possess and the greatest inheritance your children will ever receive from you. Only when that is
abundantly clear in your choices
and your priorities will you truly be
Orthodox on Purpose!
—Father Barnabas Powell

Petrovdan 2018
St. Peter the Apostle parish’s 67th annual commemoration of Ss. Peter and Paul (Petrovdan) was held on Sunday, July
15. This day at which we gather to honor our patron saint, is always a day of great joy.
On this very warm summer day here in the heart of California’s Central Valley, we gathered as a Eucharistic parish
community which has been mystically identiGied with Ss. Peter & Paul—through Christ—to speciGically ask them to intercede in our behalf, and to glorify God “who is wonderful in His saints.” Our beloved Bishop Maxim was greeted at
the entrance of the parish temple by the parish rector Protopresbyter Stavrophor George Gligich and Deacon Joseph
Wesseler, our parish deacon
Led by the altar servers into the temple, His Grace was greeted with the singing of “It is Truly Meet…” by St. Peter’s
Choir directed by Djakonitsa Peggy Matthews. Following the reading of the Holy Gospel, His Grace gave a beautiful sermon on St. Paul's admonition in his Epistle to the Romans that we are to strive constantly to "please our neighbors,"
rather than ourselves. These words are especially important in this modern age of individualism, where we are taught
to look after ourselves Girst, and where modern technology allows us to consider people across the country we've never
even met as "friends," while we ignore our true neighbors that we come in contact with every day. His Grace exhorted us not to think that Christianity is solely about one's individual relationship with
God, but to remember that service to our neighbor is also an integral element
of our faith.
At the conclusion of the Liturgy the Litya procession around the church with
the reading of the Gospel and sanctiGication with Holy Water took place. Upon
reentering the temple the Slava Bread and Wheat were blessed. This year the
Kumovi for the Slava were the Miller Family — Eric and Yoly together with
their daughters, Melanie and Stephanie.
At the conclusion of the Liturgy His Grace warmly and lovingly greeted Father
George and all of the faithful on the celebration of our Slava and the joy that he
September 2018
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was Gilled with on being able to share this day with us. Father George welcomed His Grace expressing the blessing of having our beloved arch-pastor
once again in our midst. His Grace then presented an Episcopal Gramata
(recognition) to Suzanna Baziuk for her dedicated service to our parish by
singing in our parish choir for the past 60 years! This honor was both a
surprise and a great joy for Suzie, her family and all of the faithful who were
gathered for the Slava. Many Years! Today her granddaughters Jordyn
Lynch, Elijana and Theadora
Clemenson join Suzie in the
choir loft.
During the banquet the Parish
Council presented the Miller
Family with an Icon of the
Holy Apostle Peter for their many years
of service to the parish. Eric
and Yoly expressed their gratitude for being honored, the blessing it has
been to have been a part of our parish since they moved to Fresno from
Michigan 15 years ago. They have been very active in our parish as church
school teachers, members of the parish council, Circle of Sisters, and various committees through the years.
The banquet was expertly prepared by Ernie and Cheryl Duran and their dedicated committee and we our very grateful to
them. We also thank Alisa Rakich Brooks for preparing the Slavski Kolac and Koljivo for the Slava. This was truly a special
day in the life of our parish community. We thank God and through the intercessions of the Holy Apostles for His continued mercy and love for our parish!

Parish activities…

Also, remember that you can donate directly to the
Scholarship Fund at any time. All donations are greatly
appreciated!

S.H.A.R.E.S. Program:

Change for Babies Campaign update:

To enroll, go to Save Mart’s website www.savemart.com/shares/ and select St. Peter Serbian Orthodox
Church as your charity. You will have an option of a
phone number, credit/debit card or both. If you pay
cash or by check for your groceries, you can type in
your phone number or give it to the cashier. If you buy
your groceries using credit cards you can add your card
number as well as a phone number. Your purchase is
automatically credited to St. Peter’s. Once you sign up
with e-Scrip though Save Mart then you are automatically registered with all of the e-Scrip participating merchants and online stores.
Another way to support our Scholarship Fund is
through Amazon Smile. Remember, always start at
smile.amazon.com and
Amazon will donate 0.5% of
the price of your eligible
AmazonSmile purchases. Select “Serbian Orthodox
Church of St Peter” as your charity. It is very simple
and easy!
"
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We recently receive a letter of thanks from the Pregnancy Care Center for participating in their annual
“Change for Babies Campaign.” Our parish collected a
total of $945.45. Thank you to all who participated!

Iconography Update:
During the week of August 6 two additional icons were
installed on the east walls of the alcove by the side
doors. On the north alcove the icon of the Exaltation of
the Holy Cross and on the south the icon of the Meeting
of the Lord in the Temple. The areas in the dome that
were coming away from the wall were also repaired at
this time. We hope to have the remaining icons in the
alcoves completed by the end of this year. Our thanks
to the following volunteers who assisted Vladimir
Krassovsky with this recent installation: Raymond
Brooks, Anastacia Cooper, Elijana & Theadora
Clemensen, John & Daniel Gligich, Jonathan Hart,
Michael Lawrinenko, Anne Mikitish, Greg & Jacob
Owens.
September 2018
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St. Peter’s Serb Fest Financial Summary…
INCOME:
Bakery
Bankcard Transactions
Beverages
Booth Rental Fee
Donations/Sponsorships
Food Line
Silent Auction
INCOME

$2,469.64
$4,758.00
$2,931.27
$ 75.00
$7,706.52
$6,220.42
$2,618.25
$26,779.10
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EXPENSES:
Advertising
Bakery
Bank Fees/Expenses
Beverages
Contract Services
Entertainment
Facilities/Equipment
Kitchen Food
Kitchen Supplies
EXPENSES

$2,043.42
$ 552.14
$1,125.56
$ 655.76
$2,289.96
$1,500.00
$ 98.00
$2,214.47
$ 605.34
$11,055.45

Stewardship 2018 …We thank the following parishioners listed who have submitted

their pledge commitment for 2018. Thank you and God bless you!
Alsobrook, Scott/Katherine
Angelich, Olga
Bahn, Marilyn
Baziuk, John/Suzanna
Brooks, Alisa Rakich
Brickey, Gabe/Mika
Bukilica, Sally
Bundros, Christopher/Shirley
Byers, Andrew
Cantu, Bert/Patti
Castro, Mike/Annabelle
Chaplain, Maura
Chern, Oleg/Elena
Chrisman, George/Diane
Christensen, Eleanor
Clemensen, Wayne/Lisa
Coffeen, Vera
Contreras, Alexander/Francine
Cucuk, Barbara
Cucuk, Branko
Dakovich, Dan
DeYoung, J. Ryan/Carrie
Dublin, Antonina
Duran, Jesus/Yvonne
Duran, Ernie/Cheryl
Epperson, Jason/Lamia
Foley, John/Heidi
Gligich, Fr. George/Elena
Granado, Olga
Hart, Jonathon/Deborah
Hatler, Charyce
Keves, Lazslo/Valentina
Klingel, Friedhelm/Tatiana
Kojovich, Helen
Kornaros, Steven/Tara
September 2018

Kril, Maria
Lawrinenko, Michael/Ludmyla
Livanis, Peter
Lobkowski, Vladimir/Darlene
Marinovich, Branko
Marinovich, John/Nancy
Matthews, Dn. Brad /Peggy
May, Lyudmyla
McAtee, Randy/Janice
McAtee, Timothy
Mikitish, Anne
Milinich, Barbara
Miller, Eric/Yoly
Milovich, Robert
Milutinovich, George/Cathy
Myovich, Kyle/Niki
Naden, Vera
Nika, Rodika
Olivo, Anthony/Cicily
Owens, Greg
Owens, Jacob
Oxford, Tom/Lynn
Pavic, Dejan
Pavlovich, George
Penny, Tim/Nancy
Pestich Smith, Angela
Pestorich, John/Charlene
Pestorich, John/Staci
Pestorich, Larry
Pestorich, Mark/Kristen
Pestorich, Mike / Dona
Pestorich, Vera
Petrosian, John/Liza
Poulsen, Christian/Natalie
Poznanovich, Momirka

Poznanovich, Selma
Pruse, Kenneth/Tanya
Radich, Ned/Kathy
Radoicich, Frances
Radojkovich, Nada
Radovich, Savo/Milka
Ramirez, Christian / Brianna
Ristic, Branka
Romanenko, Andrej/Carolyn
Sagardia, Pam
Shultz, Norm
Sidel, Natalie
Sidel, Sandra
Skochko, Steve/Allison
Smith, Cassidy
Smith, Terrence/Stacy
Spadier, Darinka
Spadier, Dushan/Julianna
Spolsdoff, Allison
Spolsdoff, James/Ala
Stanovich-Creech, Vera
Stijovic, Mima
Tarailo, Ron/Radmila
Tarailo, Zorka
Vucovich, Stephen/Kelly
Vukajlovic, Larry
Vukajlovic, Mark/Cristina
Ward, Jim/Svetlana
Wesseler, Dn. Joseph/Stacia
Wisar, David/Jenna
Woolley, James/Marjorie
Woolsey, Kathryn
Zenovich, Vera
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Church School begins September 16!
Look for the registration forms in the mail during the first week
of September and they can also be downloaded from our parish
website at www.stpeterfresno.com. Please return your completed and signed forms by mail or at our registration table in the
hall during coffee hour on Sunday, September 9. Contact Fr.
George: stpeter@me.com for more information!

Church

Instruction will begin on September 16, with the children dismissed for their classes after Holy Communion.
We will have our traditional prayer and blessing for the start of a new year on the playground after Liturgy
and an outdoor picnic with surprise entertainment for all of the kids! It is important that we have the participation of all parents for this event. Look for more information by email in the coming weeks!

Scholarship Luncheon
Sunday, October 7 at Noon

Adults: (13 & above) $15.00 / Youth
(6-12 yrs.) $10.00 / 5 & under no charge.
Donations welcome!

On the Menu:

Pulled Pork, Sausage, Cabbage and much more!

Live Musical Entertainment!
All proceeds from this event will go to St. Peter’s
Youth Scholarship Fund.
OCTOBER 6, 2018

•

6 PM

ST. PETER'S SERBIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH
3502 N FIRST STREET •

FRESNO, CA 93726

RSVP TEXT BY SEPTEMBER 28TH - (559)724-5412

September Altar Servers, Epistle Readers
and Tutors Schedule:
Team 1
September 9 & 23
Braeden Epperson
Mason Epperson
Joseph Hart
Brian Contreras
Caspian Wesseler

"
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Team 2
September 16 & 30
Luke Alsobrook
Caleb Alsobrook
Lance Vukajović
Nickolas Vukajlović
Jonah Pruse

Epistle:
September 9
September 16
September 23
September 30

Joseph Alsobrook
Jonathan Hart
Jacob Pruse
Joseph Alsobrook

Tutors:
September 9
September 16
September 23
September 30

Jonathan Hart / John Baziuk
Jim Ward / Vera Naden
Andrej Romanenko / Tim Penny
Jonathan Hart / John Baziuk
September 2018
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Parish Directory
Contact Information:

Phone: (559) 227-5565
Email: stpeter@me.com
Website: www.stpeterfresno.com

Parish Clergy:
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Circle of Sisters:
Shirley Bundros (559) 940-9216

Men’s Club:
Dushan Spadier (559 260-3700

Worship Services:

V. Rev. George Gligich (559) 696-7015
Protodeacon Brad Matthews (Retired)
Deacon Joseph Wesseler (559) 936-6838

Saturday Vespers at 5:00 p.m.
Confessions on Saturdays after vespers or
during the week by appointment.

Choir Director:

Sunday Liturgy at 9:30 a.m.
Church School on Sundays from September
through May following Holy Communion.

Peggy Matthews (559) 960-2151

Parish Council:
Anthony Olivo (559) 917-0747

Church School:
Lamia Epperson (559) 430-9186
September2018

Weeknight Vespers at 7:00 p.m.
Weekday Liturgy (Holy Days)
at 9:00 a.m.
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Summer fun at VBS!
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