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What We Own is Sacred
By Fr. Andrew Damick

Orthodox Christian Stewardship…
By John G, Panagiotou
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WHAT WE OWN IS SACRED
BECAUSE WE ARE SACRED
Father Andrew Stephen Damick

One of the accusations that certain non-Orthodox
Christians level against the Orthodox is that we worship
idols. They say that when we bow before an icon or kiss it
or cense it or light candles before it, we are worshiping that icon and giving to it what is due to
God alone.
Idolatry is one of the most ancient of sins, giving
worship to the creation rather than to the Creator.
It is condemned in the Holy Scriptures many times,
being the most visceral kind of apostasy, a betrayal
and abandonment of the one, true God, giving devotion instead to something else. If it is true that
the Orthodox are idolaters, then that means that
we are not even Christians. You cannot worship
both God and something else. You have to choose.
On the Sunday of October that falls either on the
11th or immediately after, we make commemoration of the Seventh Ecumenical Council, which met
in the year 787 in the city of Nicea to answer exactly this accusation of idolatry. I won’t give you
the full details of the arguments made, but I will
summarize:
The accusers, who were called iconoclasts (a
word that means “icon-smashers”), made the argument that, because God is invisible, you cannot
depict Him except symbolically. So to point to an
icon and say, “This is a picture of God,” and especially
then to venerate it, is idolatry.
November 2018
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November Calendar
Sat
Fri
Thu
Wed
Tue

Weekend
Diocese Days
Alhambra
Cathedral in
St. Steven's

Labor Day

5

- Noon
6th Hour Prayers
PM
Vespers 7:00

10

9

8

7

6

Training
Altar Servers
PM
Session at 3:45
PM
Vespers 5:00

Liturgy 9:00 AM

No Liturgy

of
Beheading
St. John

11

AM
Liturgy - 10:00
registration!
Church School
- Noon
Church Meeting

18

14

13

12
- Noon
VBS 9:00 AM
PM
Vespers 7:00

19

21

20
PM
Vespers 7:00

gDebra Lombard

Opening Day!
Church School

25
10:00 AM
Liturgy / C.S.

26
PM
Vespers 7:00

27

of
Elevation
the Cross

Liturgy 9:00 AM

the
Nativity of
Theotokos

17

16

15

22

No Vespers

23

24
PM
Vespers 5:00

Liturgy 9:00 AM

10:00 AM
Liturgy / C.S.
for
40 Day Memorial

Page 6

3

2

1

Mon
Sun

4

28

29

30
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The Fathers of the Council, that is, the Orthodox, instead declared that, because God had become incarnate,
that is, because the Son of God became man, He is now
visible in Jesus Christ. And because He is visible, then
that means that we not only may depict Him, but
we must depict Him. Not to depict Him is to deny the Incarnation. Not to depict His saints is to deny that Christ is
in them, as well.
And thus, all veneration given to an icon of Christ or to
the saints is actually given to the one depicted and not to
the material object itself. When you kiss the hand on an
icon of Christ, you are kissing Christ.
The Incarnation is a central doctrine for Christians. We must believe in it if we are Christians. We
cannot deny that God became man and be Christians.
And we cannot deny the place that material,
physical reality has for us and be Christians. What
we do with our bodies and with the material world
is directly dependent on what we believe about
Who Jesus Christ is.
Because the one, true God took on matter for
Himself by giving Himself a human body, then that
means that all creation becomes the vehicle for the
divine presence. And it means that especially
where we see that divinity manifest, we give honor. We worship God alone, but we honor and venerate those people and things in which He has
shown His presence.
So this has many practical applications for us.
We spoke already about icons. Iconography is central to who we are as Orthodox Christians, because
it witnesses to the Incarnation and helps to connect us to it. But this truth about God’s presence in materiality is not only about icons.
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We can also see how He is present in the holy mysteries, especially the Eucharist, which is His body and blood.
But this truth about God’s presence in materiality is not
only about what we call the sacraments.
One of our problems as Christians living in the twentyVirst century is that we have tried to push God into one
place or another and leave Him there. We can visit Him,
but that is where He remains. For those who do not make
and venerate icons, their God basically has no presence in
the material world. He may be “felt” or perceived in some
sense, but He is not here or there in particular. He may be
“everywhere,” but He is not present in this icon or in this
saint.
But we as Orthodox Christians are guilty of this, too,
though not in the same way. We are happy to welcome
God into our temples, onto our altars, into our icons, etc.,
but when it comes to other elements of materiality, we
expect Him not to be present. Instead, we exile Him.
I could mention a number of ways in which we are exiling God, such as when we do not fast, exiling Him from
our bodies, or when we do not make our homes sanctiVied with prayer, exiling Him from our families. But I will
mention now probably the worst problem that we have in
this regard: When we do not generously return to Him
what is already His own, we exile Him from our Vinances.
Money can be an uncomfortable topic, but that is why we
need to discuss it. For many, it is a festering wound that
we want to put a Band-Aid on but not cure. So it’s uncomfortable. But let’s heal it.
Given what we have said about God’s presence in all of
material reality, especially in certain people and places,
we must also acknowledge that He is present in our possessions, and that includes our most tightly-held possession, our money.
And this presence is especially strong in those things
that belong to the people of God. Why? It is because our
very presence as baptized and anointed members of the
royal priesthood brings the blessing and presence of God
wherever we are. Your possessions become holy because
you are the one possessing them. Because you belong to
God and bring with you the presence of God, then He is
more present in the things that you own. The earth is the
Lord’s and the fullness thereof (Psalm 24:1), but He is
especially manifest in us, His Church.
So it is clear that God is present in our possessions.
God is present in our money.
So, knowing that God is present in what we have and
knowing also that our task is to offer up the material
world to God to ask for His blessing, then that means that
we have to get serious about offering our money.
Let’s be frank: Although it is certainly the case that
there are those among us who are indeed serious about
offering up their money to God, most of us aren’t. No one
will judge you but God, but you can also judge yourself:
Are you actually serious about offering to God what is
His? Is what you’re giving a true sacriVice?
Or are you giving merely a “donation”? Are you paying
“dues”? Do you think of what you give to God as somehow
contributing toward being eligible for a “membership”?
"
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Consider your income. Consider what you offer back to
God. You yourself know whether what you are sacriVicing
is appropriate to being a member of the royal priesthood.
God is present in the material world, and He is present in
us, the royal priesthood. And He is present in what we
touch and what we possess and maintain, because we
bring His presence with us.
As Orthodox Christians, we do not believe in a theology in which God is separate from the material world and
which therefore suggests that our possessions really are
ours to do with what we please. What is in your home is
sacred. What you wear on your body is sacred. What is in
your checking account is sacred. It is sacred because we
have been declared by Him to be sacred, and this sacredness is transmitted wherever we go because of our common priesthood.
It is for this reason that in the Holy Scriptures, God
called upon His chosen people to tithe—to give 10% of
their income to Him. This was the called-upon sacriVice
that was proper to the royal priesthood of God. This was
the appropriate way for them to show that they understood the sacred presence of God in their possessions by
offering them back to Him for His blessing.
I know that some people deny that tithing is appropriate for Christians. But we have to ask why. Do they deny it
because they have a true theological argument for it? Do
they deny it because they found a place in the New Testament in which the Lord or the Apostles set that aside? I
would welcome hearing such arguments.
Alas, I suspect that those who deny this do so because
they simply do not believe deep within their souls that
God is present in this material world. So that means that
the material things they own are really theirs and not
God’s. I will not say that it is merely because they are
greedy or envious—only God knows that.
It is true that the Holy Fathers of the Church actually
did change the teaching on tithing that was received from
the Old Covenant. That should not surprise us, as there
are many things, which were changed in the transition to
the New Covenant.
Here is what St. Irenaeus says in the second century:
“…[the Jews] had indeed the tithes of their goods consecrated to Him, but those who have received liberty [that
is, Christians] set aside all their possessions for the
Lord’s purposes” (Against Heresies, XVIII, 2).
And here is St. John Chrysostom, speaking about
someone who complained about tithing: “What a load of
disgrace does this expression imply, since what was not a
matter of wonder with the Jews has come to be so in the
case of the Christians? If there was danger then in omitting tithes, think how great it must be now” (Homily IV on
Ephesians).
And other Fathers essentially say that giving 10% was
for the Old Covenant, but because the New Covenant is
superior, we give even more.
Let’s be clear: It’s not about a percentage. It’s about a
mentality. If your mentality acts as though God’s presence
in the material world is either false or doesn’t matter,
then your offering will reVlect that. But if your mentality
November 2018
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is in alignment with Orthodox Christian theology of the
Incarnation, then your offerings will reVlect that.
It is true that not all of us can afford to offer 10%.
Some of us live on the Vinancial edge. I get that. I’ve been
there.
But most of us can afford it. And it’s not really about
what we can “afford” but rather about what we will offer
to God, knowing that He is present within it and within
us. 10% is not a law any more, it is true. But that does
not mean that we do less. Indeed, as much as we are
able, we do more.

Orthodox
Christian
Stewardship:

What do Jesus, the Bible,
and the Church Fathers Say
about Tithing and Giving to
God?
by John G. Panagiotou

“Where your treasure is there will
your heart be also.”1 These words
of Jesus have resonated within the
hearts of people for two thousand
years. What was Jesus talking
about? What do Jesus, the Bible,
and the Church Fathers have to say
about tithing and giving to God?
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So I challenge you. I challenge you to believe in the
Incarnation of the Son of God Jesus Christ. I challenge
you to believe that His Incarnation affects the entire material world. I challenge you to put that belief into practice by keeping and venerating icons. I challenge you to
put it into practice by receiving the holy mysteries, especially the Eucharist.
And I challenge you to put it into practice by offering
to God what is already His, in which He is already
present, in a manner that is truly worthy of us, His creation-blessing royal priesthood. I challenge you to tithe.
Let us make this holy offering together.

is why the Apostle Paul warns his
Virst century Greek congregation
that the love of money is evil.
All that we have is on loan from
God. What we do with our time,
talent, and treasures will have to be
given account of on the last day.
This was the great sin of disobedience by Adam in the Garden of
Eden. He abused his gift of stewardship. King Solomon who was the
richest and wisest man of all time,
expressed his feeling of the emptiness of materialism apart from God
when he said, “vanity of vanities, it
is all a bubble that bursts”.

The Scriptures have no less than
2,350 verses having to do with
money and money management.
Jesus speaks about money and
money management more than any
other topic including heaven, hell,
salvation etc. The topic is very important for the Christian life.
In an often misquoted verse, St.
Paul the Apostle writes, “the love of
money is the root of all evil”. St.
Paul teaches that our Lord realizes
that we have needs to meet in order
to live and to carry out His work.
God is, however, a jealous God and
demands our full commitment with
nothing else taking precedence
over His Lordship in our lives. That
October 2018

R

In the book of Genesis, the mysterious paradigmatic priest of priests
Melchizedek appears to perform
one task alone: to collect the tithe
from Abraham and to thus confer a

blessing upon him on behalf of the
Lord. This clearly shows that Abraham in his righteousness before
God gave of his Virst fruits (his best
fruits) unto the Lord and in turn
was blessed. This is precisely what
God is calling us to do. We as believers are each called upon to give
sacriVicially of our best resources
Virst and God will take care of the
rest as He did with Father Abraham.
As individuals, when we become
burdened with a mindset of materialism (i.e. non-stewardship focused giving) we become slaves to
our wealth instead of our wealth
becoming our servants for the
promotion of God’s Kingdom. This
clearly is not the way that God intended it to be. Inevitably, we
squanderer the gifts of our resources. Then a multitude of other
problems emerge namely the
bondage of debt. For truly, as the
Preacher teaches in Ecclesiastes
and Proverbs, “the borrower is a
slave to the lender”.
All of these principles not only apply to the individual Christian, but
to the life of a congregation as well.
Jesus is clear in the New Testament
when He says that He would build
and grow the Church and that the
task at hand for believers is to
make disciples who are followers of
Jesus amongst the nations. That is
what the core culture of a parish
and diocese should be all about.
That is what the ultimate focus of
"3
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any and all monetary collections
should be about. As the late great
Russian theologian Georges
Florovsky would write on the matter:
The primary task of the historical
Church is the proclamation of another world “to come.” The Church
bears witness to the New Life, disclosed and revealed in Christ Jesus,
the Lord and Savior. This it does
both by word and deed. The true
proclamation of the Gospel would be
precisely the practice of this New
Life: to show faith by deeds (cf. Matt.
5:16). The Church is more than a
company of preachers, or a teaching
society, or a missionary board. It has
not only to invite people, but also to
introduce them into this New Life, to
which it bears witness.
It is a missionary body indeed, and
its mission Pield is the whole world.
But the aim of its missionary activity
is not merely to convey to people
certain convictions or ideas, not even
to impose on then a dePinite discipline or a rule of life, but Pirst of all
to introduce them into the New Reality, to convert them, to bring them
through their faith and repentance
to Christ Himself, that they should be
born anew in Him and into Him by
water and the Spirit. Thus the min-
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istry of the Word is completed in the
ministry of the Sacraments.
If you want to know the spiritual
state and strength of a church, just
look at its stewardship report. Invariably, it tells it all because what
people do with their money speaks
volumes. We make disciples by giving people Jesus through preaching,
teaching, the sacramental life, the
liturgical life and outreach ministries. It is to this end that our giving should be focused. If the ekklesia will do its job, Jesus has
promised to be faithful and do His.
SacriVicial giving for the Christian is
not an option, but a joyful obligation. St. John Chrysostom in the 4th
century speaks of this joyful obligation in his book On Wealth and
Povertywhen he writes that the
Christian owns nothing because
God owns everything.
The ecclesial ministry in its essence
is not about buildings, budgets, and
bodies. The model that we ought to
follow is that the Church should be
viewed Virst and foremost as the
family of God, not just as another
corporation or business. When that
happens, the Bible tells us that inevitably God’s presence and blessing can be seen manifest in the local
Eucharistic community because its

R
focus is on Jesus the Author of our
salvation. It is then when we see
the fullness of the Faith express itself, not only in the transformation
of the elements into the Body and
Blood of Christ, but when the celebrant and those worshipers present
are transVigured into the Body of
Christ as well.
With these things in mind, proper
Christian stewardship for individuals and congregations should include the following four principles:
1) the gloriVication of God should
be the focus; 2) giving should be
sacriVicial; 3) giving should be of
the best of the Virst fruits of one’s
resources; and 4) debt has no place
in this paradigm.
If you would incorporate these four
principles of economics into your
lives and the life of your congregation, the Lord has promised to do
mighty, mighty works in your life
and in the lives of all around you. A
proper understanding of stewardship is not a luxury in our private
life as a Christian and in our collective life as the Ekklesia. For us to be
truly “called out from the world” as
the word ekklesia connotes, is to
take up the mantle and responsibility of stewardship and all that it
entails.

Stewardship Sunday …
Our Parish and its parishioners serve as the voice of Christ in a changing world! A strong parish provides opportunities for sharing the Good News of Christ, for welcoming those that are searching for a spiritual home,
and a base from which we are sent out into the world. The parish also provides a place for worship, community
and education in the faith. To be stewards of the Gospel, we need to be stewards of our parish. This requires the
vision and inspiration to see our parish, not as it is, but as it could be. We are called to offer ourselves and our
treasure to make our St. Peter Church all that it can be.
November 11 is the start of our stewardship campaign for 2019! All households in the parish will be
receiving our stewardship mailer along with their pledge cards. Please read through all of the information and prayerfully consider what your financial commitment to our St. Peter Church will be for
the coming year. Thank you and God bless you!
"
4

November 2018

M

E

S

S

Parish activities…
S.H.A.R.E.S. Program:
To enroll, go to Save Mart’s website www.savemart.com/shares/ and select St. Peter Serbian Orthodox
Church as your charity. You will have an option of a
phone number, credit/debit card or both. If you pay
cash or by check for your groceries, you can type in
your phone number or give it to the cashier. If you buy
your groceries using credit cards you can add your
card number as well as a phone number. Your purchase is automatically credited to St. Peter’s. Once you
sign up with e-Scrip though Save Mart then you are
automatically registered with all of the e-Scrip participating merchants and online stores.
Another way to support
our Scholarship Fund is
through Amazon Smile. Remember, always start at smile.amazon.com and Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile
purchases. Select “Serbian Orthodox Church of St Peter” as your charity. It is very simple and easy!
Also, remember that you can donate directly to the
Scholarship Fund at any time. All donations are greatly appreciated!

Scholarship Luncheon…
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annual Scholarship Luncheon was held to benefit our
parish Scholarship Fund. Jim Ward and Andrej Romanenko organized this event with the assistance of many
parishioners who prepared a delicious lunch and an
afternoon of delightful entertainment enjoyed by all in
attendance. Thank you to all who assisted them! We
are happy to report that a total profit of about $1,686.00
was added to our scholarship fund. We are grateful to
Jim and Sveta for donating the food, and to all who
donated to the Dessert Silent Auction! Anyone who
was unable to attend and would like to contribute to
the scholarship fund are welcome to mail a check
payable to the church with “scholarship
fund” written on the memo
line.

Annual Thanksgiving Food
Drive:
Parishioners are once again
invited to participate in our 31st annual Thanksgiving Food Drive for the Needy in preparation for the Holiday season. We will be collecting
nonperishable food items. Start bringing your donations to church with you on Sunday, October 21 and
drop it off in the social hall. The final day of collection
will be on November 18 which is the Sunday before
Thanksgiving, We also welcome cash donations towards turkeys, fresh produce etc. Food baskets will go
to needy families in our local community!

On Sunday, October 7 following the Liturgy our

Monthly Youth Activity…
On either the 3rd or 4th Sunday of the each month we will be holding a new youth activity: “Coffee Hour with Father George”. All teenagers (13 and up) are welcome to
participate. After you get your plate filled with food at coffee hour, go over to the conference room next to Father George’s office with all of the other teens, to eat and visit. The
next Coffee Hour with Father George will be on November 25!

Annual Assembly 2018:
All Pledged Stewards are encouraged to attend the Annual Assembly of Saint Peter the Apostle Serbian
Orthodox Church on Sunday, December 9, 2017 at 12:30 p.m. in the Social Hall.
If a pledged steward would like to serve on the 2018 Parish Council or any of the other elected ofVices
(Tutor, auditor) please see Ron Tarailo or Father George. A vacancy on the Parish Council that needs
to be <illed is the Financial Secretary. Parishioners who are interested in this position on the council, please see Father George for information on the responsibilities of this important position. We
look forward to seeing you at the meeting—please mark your calendar for Sunday, December 9!
November 2018
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Stewardship 2018 …We thank the following parishioners listed who have submitted their
pledge commitment for 2018. Stewardship Sunday for 2019 will be on November 11th.
Thank you and God bless you!
Alsobrook, Scott/Katherine
Angelich, Olga
Bahn, Marilyn
Baziuk, John/Suzanna
Brooks, Alisa Rakich
Brickey, Gabe/Mika
Bukilica, Sally
Bundros, Christopher/Shirley
Byers, Andrew
Cantu, Bert/Patti
Castro, Mike/Annabelle
Chaplain, Maura
Chern, Oleg/Elena
Chrisman, George/Diane
Christensen, Eleanor
Clemensen, Wayne/Lisa
Coffeen, Vera
Contreras, Alexander/Francine
Cucuk, Barbara
Cucuk, Branko
Dakovich, Dan
DeYoung, J. Ryan/Carrie
Dublin, Antonina
Duran, Jesus/Yvonne
Duran, Ernie/Cheryl
Epperson, Jason/Lamia
Foley, John/Heidi
Gligich, Fr. George/Elena
Granado, Olga
Hart, Jonathon/Deborah
Hatler, Charyce
Keves, Lazslo/Valentina
Klingel, Friedhelm/Tatiana
Kojovich, Helen
Kornaros, Steven/Tara

Kril, Maria
Lawrinenko, Michael/Ludmyla
Livanis, Peter
Lobkowski, Vladimir/Darlene
Marinovich, Branko
Marinovich, John/Nancy
Matthews, Dn. Brad /Peggy
May, Lyudmyla
McAtee, Randy/Janice
McAtee, Timothy
Mikitish, Anne
Milinich, Barbara
Miller, Eric/Yoly
Milovich, Robert
Milutinovich, George/Cathy
Myovich, Kyle/Niki
Naden, Vera
Nika, Rodika
Olivo, Anthony/Cicily
Owens, Greg
Owens, Jacob
Oxford, Tom/Lynn
Pavic, Dejan
Pavlovich, George
Penny, Tim/Nancy
Pestich Smith, Angela
Pestorich, John/Charlene
Pestorich, John/Staci
Pestorich, Larry
Pestorich, Mark/Kristen
Pestorich, Mike / Dona
Pestorich, Vera
Petrosian, John/Liza
Poulsen, Christian/Natalie
Poznanovich, Momirka

November Altar Servers, Epistle Readers
and Tutors Schedule:
Team 1
November 4 & 18
Braeden Epperson
Mason Epperson
Joseph Hart
Brian Contreras
Caspian Wesseler

"
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Team 2
November 11 & 25
Luke Alsobrook
Caleb Alsobrook
Lance Vukajović
Nickolas Vukajlović
Jonah Pruse

Poznanovich, Selma
Pruse, Kenneth/Tanya
Radich, Ned/Kathy
Radoicich, Frances
Radojkovich, Nada
Radovich, Savo/Milka
Ramirez, Christian / Brianna
Ristic, Branka
Romanenko, Andrej/Carolyn
Sagardia, Pam
Shultz, Norm
Sidel, Natalie
Sidel, Sandra
Skochko, Steve/Allison
Smith, Cassidy
Smith, Terrence/Stacy
Spadier, Darinka
Spadier, Dushan/Julianna
Spolsdoff, Allison
Spolsdoff, James/Ala
Stanovich-Creech, Vera
Stijovic, Mima
Tarailo, Ron/Radmila
Tarailo, Zorka
Vucovich, Stephen/Kelly
Vukajlovic, Larry
Vukajlovic, Mark/Cristina
Ward, Jim/Svetlana
Wesseler, Dn. Joseph/Stacia
Wisar, David/Jenna
Woolley, James/Marjorie
Woolsey, Kathryn
Zenovich, Vera

Epistle:
November 4
November 11
November 18
November 25

Joseph Alsobrook
Jonathan Hart
Jacob Owens
Charyce Hatler

Tutors:
November 4
November 11
November 18
November 25

Jonathan Hart / John Baziuk
Jim Ward / Vera Naden
Andrej Romanenko / Tim Penny
Jonathan Hart / John Baziuk
November 2018
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Parish Directory
Contact Information:

Phone: (559) 227-5565
Email: stpeter@me.com
Website: www.stpeterfresno.com

Parish Clergy:
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Circle of Sisters:
Shirley Bundros (559) 940-9216

Men’s Club:
Dushan Spadier (559 260-3700

Worship Services:

V. Rev. George Gligich (559) 696-7015
Protodeacon Brad Matthews (Retired)
Deacon Joseph Wesseler (559) 936-6838

Saturday Vespers at 5:00 p.m.
Confessions on Saturdays after vespers or
during the week by appointment.

Choir Director:

Sunday Liturgy at 9:30 a.m.
Church School on Sundays from September
through May following Holy Communion.

Peggy Matthews (559) 960-2151

Parish Council:
Anthony Olivo (559) 917-0747

Church School:
Lamia Epperson (559) 430-9186
November 2018

Weeknight Vespers at 7:00 p.m.
Weekday Liturgy (Holy Days)
at 9:00 a.m.
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St. Peter Serbian Orthodox Church
3502 N. First Street
Fresno, CA 93726-6802
Return Service Requested

St. Peter the Apostle Church Monthly Newsletter

You Can Make A
World Of Difference
• $35 can provide a food
parcel for a refugee family.
• $50 can give job training
to at-risk youth.
• $100 can purchase winter
clothing for a child.
• $250 can train a young
person in computer literacy.
• $500 can deliver critical
medical supplies to
clinics and hospitals.
• $1,000 can finance loans
which enable families to
start small businesses.
IOCC IS EFFECTIVE

IOCC IS EFFICIENT

Every dollar you give helps IOCC
secure almost $7.00 support from
governments, foundations,
ecumenical organizations and
other funding sources.

92% of IOCC’s
resources are used for
humanitarian relief
and
development programs.

INTERNATIONAL ORTHODOX
CHRISTIAN CHARITIES
Post Office Box 17398 • Baltimore, MD 21298-9242
Toll Free Donation Hotline: 1-877-803-IOCC (4622)
Visit us online at www.iocc.org
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Each year, the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the
United States of America designates the Sunday before Thanksgiving Day as “IOCC Sunday.” This year’s commemoration
falls on Sunday, November 18.
International Orthodox Christian Charities, the official humanitarian aid agency of the Assembly of Bishops, is supported by
generous donations from Orthodox Christians. Since its establishment in 1992, IOCC has provided emergency relief, sustainable development and self-help programs to people in need
worldwide. Programs are active in more than 50 countries across
Europe, Asia, Africa, and North and South America. All assistance is provided based on need without discrimination and
benefits orphans, refugees and displaced persons, the elderly,
school children, families and people with disabilities. The IOCC
web site features news of country programs and of IOCC’s growing Emergency Response Network.

A special offering for IOCC will be taken after
Liturgy on November 18.
Plan to participate with your generous donation!

