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An Unrepentant Secularism
Father Stephen Freeman

Perhaps the greatest tragedy of life in a secularized world is
the freedom from failure. The mantra of progress ignores
every secular failure as an abiding ill of an earlier age yet to
be vanquished. Thus, its every failure is an excuse to doubledown on the same insanity that failed the ﬁrst @me. The
secular world’s unbridled self-conﬁdence comes at the price
of self-awareness. With freedom from failure comes freedom from repentance. We regret nothing. And this is the
deepest poverty of soul in our modern world.
This aspect of secularism is dominantly an aspect of American culture. Older, European cultures have a longer history
and a more complex self-understanding. A German cannot
speak of the glories of his na@on and its dreams without a
caveat. The monuments of the gas chambers remain and
are too evident. There are other cultures whose failures are
less grim, less hideous, but the European story must oHen
include long chapters of na@onal failure and disaster.
American culture is unambiguous.
It is diﬃcult for na@ons to repent. Generally, poli@cians are
not elected on a plaKorm of repentance. Na@onal repentance also requires a liturgy, something which has disappeared from the secular consciousness. We are well aware
of Thanksgiving Day. However, it was once the case that
there were na@onal days of fas@ng, when the na@on expressed sorrow and sought forgiveness.
Orthodoxy begins its Lenten Fast with a service of mutual
forgiveness in which each member of the congrega@on
February 2019
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February Calendar
Sat
Fri
Thu
Wed
Tue

Weekend
Diocese Days
Alhambra
Cathedral in
St. Steven's

Labor Day

5

- Noon
6th Hour Prayers
PM
Vespers 7:00

10

9

8

7

6

Training
Altar Servers
PM
Session at 3:45
PM
Vespers 5:00

Liturgy 9:00 AM

No Liturgy

of
Beheading
St. John

11

AM
Liturgy - 10:00
registration!
Church School
- Noon
Church Meeting

18

13

12
- Noon
VBS 9:00 AM
PM
Vespers 7:00

19

21

20
PM
Vespers 7:00

gDebra Lombard

Opening Day!
Church School

25
10:00 AM
Liturgy / C.S.

26
PM
Vespers 7:00

27

of
Elevation
the Cross

Liturgy 9:00 AM

the
Nativity of
Theotokos

17

16

15

14

22

No Vespers

23

24
PM
Vespers 5:00

Liturgy 9:00 AM

10:00 AM
Liturgy / C.S.
for
40 Day Memorial
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bows or prostrates before others and asks to be forgiven.
How well or thoroughly this is observed is unknown to me –
I’m always in my own parish on that day. Catholics and a
number of others begin Great Lent with Ash Wednesday, a
day of fas@ng and repentance when everyone is reminded,
“You are dust, and to dust you shall return.” But, of course,
the culture at large only knows Ash Wednesday as a day
aHer Mardi Gras (and most do not know that Mardi Gras
takes its meaning from Ash Wednesday). We remember the
par@es in the same way we remember Thanksgiving – days
of excess.
Repentance is a diﬃcult thing. It requires that we “bear a
li[le shame.” Our failures and mistakes, indeed, our inten@onal misdeeds are lost in a world of success, and aﬃrma@on. We have nurtured a culture that believes the acknowledgment of failure is harmful, damaging to the psyche.
I was born in the early 50’s, in the American South. One side
of my family owned slaves back in the day and fought in the
Civil War to maintain that system. However, I was not
brought up with an acknowledgment of failure, other than
the fact that we “lost the war.” My late childhood was surrounded with the turmoil of the Civil Rights Movement,
when a culture was forced to change against its will, with a
lingering bi[erness that has yet to dissipate completely.
There was “change,” but no repentance.
This is the weakness of progress. Those who now consider
themselves the champions of the New South do so in the
name of progress. That progress takes place in the face of
“those people,” i.e. the enemies of progress. There is no
true progress, just the shiHing of blame. “They did it. We
are not them.” And the new champions remain as impervi"1
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ous to their own failures as those who went before them –
whom they now vilify.
If failure is relegated to the past, while the present is deﬁned only in terms of a planned, progressive future, what is
lost is the truth of ourselves and a wholeness that can only
be found in the fullness of the truth. Sadly, I have watched
my culture (and modernity) fail repeatedly throughout the
course of my life, with no acknowledgement of that fact.
In the year 390, the Roman Emperor, Theodosius, ordered
an army of Gothic troops to punish the city of Thessalonica
for a case of willful disobedience. The order resulted in the
massacre of 7,000 ci@zens. Theodosius, a Chris@an, found
himself excommunicated from the Church by St. Ambrose,
bishop of Milan (the emperor’s capital at the @me). He was
only admi[ed to communion aHer months of public repentance in which he stood among other notorious sinners
asking for prayer. He also agreed that all sentences involving the death penalty should require a 30-day period of
wai@ng, to prevent sudden irrup@ons of anger. It was the
ﬁrst case in the history of Chris@anity, in which an Emperor
or King bowed before God in repentance. St. Ambrose invoked the example of King David, who did penance for the
murder of Uriah the husband of Bathsheba. One of the unintended consequences of the Reforma@on was to remove
such power from the public square. In America, there is no
ins@tu@on that can call the government, or the na@on to
repentance.
It is said that the average American family moves once
every ﬁve years. That is also the average length of @me an
American pastor stays in a posi@on. I oHen think we not
only seek new jobs, but new lives. We move rather than
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repent. We say that we “make progress” but it is all a lateral move, without depth. The new start becomes a subs@tute for actual renewal, something that can only come
through true repentance.
To repent requires that we “bear a li[le shame.” Some@mes it means to bear a great shame. Outside of Moscow,
there is a small Church in a ﬁeld. The ﬁeld was once a
“killing ﬁeld,” a site where prisoners were executed by the
NKVD. At least 1000 Orthodox clergy are known to have
been slain on the site, as well as at least 20,000 others. The
Church is a memorial to those slain – the New Martyrs of
the Communist Yoke. In 2007, there was an ar@cle in the
NY Times about this memorial. In an interview, the chair-

man of Memorial, an organiza@on commi[ed to cataloging and remembering the vic@ms of terror, made
an interes@ng comment:
“It’s a bit strange that this is a purely Orthodox place, but
nothing tragic,” he said. “I don’t really like this. I think this
should be mul?cultural place.

“But it’s beAer that there be something than nothing. If the
state is not ready to help understand the meaning of terror
in its history, the role of terror in its history, it’s not so bad
that the Orthodox Church took it upon itself.”
To remember things properly also requires repentance. The
sins of the past do not belong to strangers – they belong to
all of us – for we are no diﬀerent than those who have
gone before. We have not made progress and leH them
behind. There can be no progress un@l we return and remember them, and begin the work of repentance that
alone heals the human soul.

Inactive Members

requirements of membership, they
are carried on the rolls.

The membership rolls of many
churches are plagued with inactive
members who are indifferent and
lethargic to the work and worship
of the parish. Certainly, a long list of
names on the church directory appears impressive to others. The
truth of the matter is that there are
varying degrees of inactive members in every parish.
In some parishes it is as high as
40 per cent or more. Among these
are the Christmas and Easter type
Orthodox Christians who attend
church and may receive the sacraments. Since they meet the minimal

REASONS
There are a multitude of reasons
why people are inactive in the
parishes. Some blame their inactivity on the priest, or the lay leaders,
concerning what they have done or
said. Others, looking for easily found
justiGications claim they dislike the
“insiders” or those who govern the
church administratively.
Still others are hesitant to get
involved because of existing jealousies and conGlicting personalities
within the parish community. But
yet, when inactive members are in-
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vited to participate in the government of the church, they refuse.
Where two or three are gathered
together there will always be conGlicting views and dissension. Not
everyone will agree to the decisions
rendered. In fact, these sometimes
create hard feelings among the
more sensitive members. There may
be unhealthy situations in parishes,
but these are not a valid reason for
one’s inactivity.
The church is a school where one
ought to learn to right existing
wrongs. Each parish as a community of believers should strive for perfection in all things. The church is a
spiritual hospital for sinners, not a
museum of saints. All members
February 2019

M
should attempt to perfect themselves in the long process of achieving salvation, for did not Christ say,
“Be perfect as I am perfect”? Inactive members fail to meet the standards of the church. They belong in
name only. Every organization has
rules and regulations issued as
guidelines for the preservation of
order. If a member does not fulGill
these obligations, he is ousted from
the organization.
The church, on the other hand,
carries these members on its rolls
with the hope that they will reactivate themselves and become good
standing members. One often hears
remarks regarding inactive members . . . “Let them remain in the
church, at least they pay their annual dues and forward their Easter
and Christmas donations ... little
Ginancial help is better than no help
at all.”
Inactive or sporadic members
are a danger to the life of the
church. They are a blemish on the
church’s reputation. They are withered branches that lack spiritual
life. In most cases, the inactive
member becomes a church “dropout” because of indifference.
The attitudes of inactive members are largely shaped by the inGluence of the world. In most cases
they want instant service, like that
offered by the local drive- in restaurant. Instead of serving the church,
they want to be served. They want
to be serviced only when there is a
need for a baptism, wedding, or a
burial; or, in other words, when
they are “hatched, matched, and
dispatched.”
To be an active and faithful
member of the church means to
serve God and to worship Him regularly. We frequently forget that we
are to serve God because He is our
Creator and Lord. The church is not
a super-market where we can shop
to select the comfortable beliefs
that personally please and comfort
us, and reject other doctrines and
obligations that cause us dis-pleasure or are out of focus with our
personal beliefs.
The church was not established
by Christ to be a convenience to all
February 2019
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who would voluntarily embrace its
beliefs. The modern philosophy
governing inactive members is to
pray without fasting, give without
sacriGicing, and believe without
subscribing to the obligations of
those beliefs. Our Lord said, “If you
love Me, keep My commandments.”
This is the criterion of love and
faith in Him.
Some people use the church like
a train. They ride on it only when
it’s going their way. Or, they use it
like they would a lawyer, when they
are in trouble. Still others use it like
medicine, to be used only when

needed; or like an overcoat, to be
put on when it’s cold. This kind of
pseudo-faith has little meaning in
the life of a member of the Orthodox Church. Some misfortune, or
even death in the family, may have
caused a member to become inactive. Since God did not help him, he
turned himself off to God. Job of the
Old Testament was deprived of all
his wealth, his children, and lost his
wife. He was accused of crimes by
his friends. Despite all these misfortunes, he remained patient and
trusting in God, because his faith
was genuine and not a personal
type of worship. He expressed his
faith by saying: “The Lord gave and
the Lord takes away, blessed be the
name of the Lord.”
Another reason for separation
from church is insensitivity to spiritual things. Such people feel no
need for God right now. They may
be comfortably well-off, with all
earthly needs and desires Gilled.
They comfort themselves with the
thought that they made it on their
own, and God was nowhere to be

R
found in their struggles. The biblical fool embraced the same philosophy, hut his soul was taken from
him and he was unable to enjoy the
fruits of his labors.
Inactive members should reinstate themselves in the church because it is God’s plan of dispensing
grace, guidance and strength to all
who actively believe and worship
Him. They must renew their faith in
God and restore conGidence and
trust in the Lord by proclaiming
their dependence on Him.
An active member takes an active
part in the community of believers.
It means adoration and worship of
God. It means revealing our prayerful gratitude to Him. It means repentance and frequent reception of
the sacraments. An active member
sanctiGies his life by the continual
presence of the divine life of God’s
grace in the soul. This is accomplished by doing God’s will which
requires unselGish sacriGice. Christ
said, "Take up your cross and follow
Me.”
The blessed privilege of belonging to the Orthodox Church is one
that requires love, obedience and
regular worship. If a member fails
to observe the Ten Commandments
along with the rules of his church,
then his life is in spiritual jeopardy.
Our Lord promised that if we follow the teachings of the Church, we
will gain eternal joy and salvation.
When we fulGill the teachings of the
Church, we fulGill the commandments of Christ (Luke 10:16k On
the other hand, when inactive
members refuse to submit themselves to the laws of the Church,
they will be condemned (Mark
16:16). “Whoever believes and is
baptized will be saved; whoever
does not believe will be condemned.”
Whatever reasons offered by inactive members, they are not justiGiable in the sight of God. It is time
for all inactive members to “lay
aside ail earthly cares” and to regularly
“worship the life-giving Trinity,”
and become actively involved in the
work of the Church.
Borrowed
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Parish activities…
S.H.A.R.E.S. Program:
To enroll, go to Save Mart’s website www.savemart.com/shares/ and select St. Peter Serbian Orthodox
Church as your charity. You will have an option of a
phone number, credit/debit card or both. If you pay
cash or by check for your groceries, you can type in
your phone number or give it to the cashier. If you buy
your groceries using credit cards you can add your
card number as well as a phone number. Your purchase is automatically credited to St. Peter’s. Once you
sign up with e-Scrip though Save Mart then you are
automatically registered with all of the e-Scrip participating merchants and online stores.
Another way to support our
Scholarship Fund is through
Amazon Smile. Remember, always
start at
smile.amazon.com and Amazon will donate 0.5% of
the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases. Select “Serbian Orthodox Church of St Peter” as your
charity. It is very simple and easy!
Also, remember that you can donate directly to the
Scholarship Fund at any time. All donations are greatly appreciated!

Annual Assembly…
Our Annual Assembly was held on Sunday, December
9, 2017. There were 47 Stewards in attendance. Fr.
George, the Parish Council officers, committee chairpersons and the parish auxiliary organizations, presented reports. The budget for 2019 was also approved.
Elected to serve in 2019 are:
President: Jim Ward
1st Vice-president: Jacob Owens
2nd Vice-president: Ken Pruse
Recording Secretary: Charyce Hatler
Treasurer: Marilyn Jurkovich
Financial Secretary: Anne Mikitish
Members-at-large: Anthony Olivo, Michael Castro,
Jason Epperson, Andrej Romanenko

From the parish records…
Baptism:
Joshua Aaron (Theocharis), Son of Marc
Marmolejo on December 30, 2018.
"
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Auditors: Eric Miller, chairperson; Wayne Clemensen,
Tim Penny.
Tutors: Tim Penny, Andrej Romanenko, Timothy McAtee, Jonathan Hart, Jim Ward, Charyce Hatler, Mike
Castro
Congratulations to our newly elected officers! We encourage
all parishioners to assist them in their work in the year
ahead. Many thanks also to our stewards that stayed and
participated in the Annual Assembly!

Theophany House Blessings:
If you would like to have your
home blessed, please contact
Father George by email:
stpeter@me.com or call him at
696-7015 to schedule an appointment. When Father arrives, please have the following
ready: a bowl for holy water, an
icon of Theophany or of Christ,
a candle, and separate lists of living and departed
loved ones for remembrance. Radios, televisions, and
other electronic devices should be turned off. Anyone
wishing to have the house blessed will be accommodated.
Need help preparing your taxes? Edison May (Luda
May’s husband) has extended an opportunity to our
parishioners and their friends to professionally prepare
their 2018 state and federal taxes at a 30% discounted
rate well below the fees of H&R Block or Liberty Tax
Service. Plus, he will donate $50.00 to St. Peter Church
for each tax return completed. For more information
call Ed at (559) 493-8567 and take advantage of his
generous offer!

Friendly reminder...
We remind everyone to send in the balance of your
pledge commitment for 2018. You can contact financial
secretary Anne Mikitish at (816) 956-1782 or by email:
amikitish@gmail.com to check on your 2018 balance.
2018 donation statements will only be mailed out by
request. Contact Anne if you would like to receive a
copy for income tax purposes.

Sophia (Xenia), daughter of Marc and
Araceli Marmolejo on December 30, 2018.
Many Years!

February 2019
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Support St. Peter’s Circle of Sisters in February
The Circle of Sisters are delighted to invite everyone to join the fun at their annual Fancy Luncheon on Saturday, February 23, beginning at 11 a.m. in the church hall. Twenty one tables, will be uniquely decorated
around this year’s theme of “Book Club". If you would like to volunteer, donate or attend this fun event, please
contact chairwoman, Anastacia Cooper at (559) 240-8254. Tickets must be purchased in advance, and sell for
$30. This is always a fun afternoon,
with our talented sisters decorating
and designing these beautiful tables.
Many people outside of our church
community look forward to this
event!
You are also cordially invited to bring
friends, family, and co-workers to a
special fundraiser at the Habit Grill
in Fig Garden Village on Tuesday,
February 26th, 4 p.m. - 9 p.m. This
will be the perfect event to have right
before Great Lent, with 20% of all
purchases that evening going to the
Circle of Sisters. All that you have to
do is take the flyer in this month’s
Messenger and present it at the
restaurant as you begin your order.
There is a barcode that tracks all purchases. You may even photograph the
flyer, or have us email you a link, so
you that you can present the flyer on
your smart phone. You must present
this flyer for the Circle of Sisters to
be able to benefit. Please contact
Annabelle Castro (559) 284-5769 for
further information or questions!

The Circle of Sisters
St. Peter’s Orthodox Church
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY, 26TH, 4:00PM – 9:00PM

702 West Shaw Ave.
(Corner of Shaw & Palm)
Fresno, CA

As always, we are thankful for your
support and look forward to 2019.

Monthly Youth Activity…
On either the 3rd or 4th Sunday of the each month we will be holding a new youth activity: “Coffee Hour with Father George”. All teenagers (13 and up) are welcome to participate. After you get your plate filled with food at coffee hour, go over to the conference
room next to Father George’s office with all of the other teens, to eat and visit. The next
Coffee Hour with Father George will be on February 24!
February 2019
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Stewardship 2018 …
November 11 was the start of our stewardship campaign for 2019. All households in the parish
should have received our stewardship mailer along with a pledge card. If you did not receive this
mailer please contact the church office at stpeter@me.com or pick one up a the candle counter in the
narthex. Please read through all of the information and prayerfully consider what your financial
commitment to our St. Peter Church will be for the coming year. We thank the following parishioners
listed who have submitted their pledge commitment for 2019. Thank you and God bless you!

Alsobrook, Scott/Katherine
Angelich, Olga
Bahn, Marilyn
Baziuk, John/Suzanna
Brickey, Gabe/Mika
Brooks, Alisa Rakich/ Raymond
Briggs, Matthew/Maria
Bundros, Christopher/Shirley
Castro, Mike/Annabelle
Chaplain, Maura
Chrisman, George/Diane
Christensen, Eleanor
Clemensen, Wayne/Lisa
Coffeen, Vera
Contreras, Alexander/Francine
Dakovich, Dan
Dobrinen, Elizabeth
Duran, Jesus/Yvonne
Foley, John/Heidi
Forhan, Phil/Bryn
Granado, Olga
Hart, Jonathon/Deborah
Hatler, Charyce
Keves, Lazslo/Valentina

Klingel, Friedhelm/Tatiana
Kojovich, Helen
Kornaros, Steven/Tara
Livanis, Peter
Lobkowski, Vladimir/Darlene
Marinovich, Branko
Marinovich, John/Nancy
May, Lyudmyla/Edison
McAtee, Randy/Janice
McAtee, Timothy
Mikitish, Anne
Milinich, Barbara
Miller, Eric/Yoly
Milovich, Robert
Naden, Vera
Owens, Greg
Owens, Jacob
Oxford, Tom/Lynn
Pavic, Dejan
Pavlovich, George
Penny, Tim/Nancy
Pestich Smith, Angela
Pestorich, John/Staci
Pestorich, Mark/Kristen

December Altar Servers, Epistle Readers
and Tutors Schedule:
Team 1
February 3 & 17
Braeden Epperson
Mason Epperson
Joseph Hart
Brian Contreras
Caspian Wesseler

"
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Team 2
February 10 & 24
Luke Alsobrook
Caleb Alsobrook
Lance Vukajović
Nickolas Vukajlović
Jonah Pruse

Pestorich, Mike / Dona
Pestorich, Vera
Petrosian, John/Liza
Pruse, Kenneth/Tanya
Radoicich, Frances
Radovich, Savo/Milka
Romanenko, Andrej/Carolyn
Sidel, Natalie
Sidel, Sandra
Skochko, Steve/Allison
Smith, Cassidy
Spadier, +Darinka
Spolsdoff, Katherine
Stanovich-Creech, Vera
Stijovic, Mima
Tarailo, Zorka
Vukajlovic, Larry
Vukajlovic, Mark/Cristina
Vukajlovic, Mike
Ward, Jim/Svetlana
Wesseler, Dn. Joseph/Stacia
Woolley, Marjorie
Woolsey, Kathryn
Zenovich, Vera

Epistle:
February 3
February 10
February 17
February 24

Jonathan Hart
Jacob Owens
Charyce Hatler
Joseph Alsobrook

Tutors:
February 3
February 10
February 17
February 24

Jim Ward / Charyce Hatler
Andrej Romanenko / Tim Penny
Jonathan Hart / Timothy McAtee
Jim Ward / Mike Castro
February 2019
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Thursday

Friday

1

Saturday

2
Tutor’s Training 3:00 pm
Vespers 5:00 PM

3

4

5

6

Matins 8:30 AM

7

8

9

6th Hour Prayers at Noon

Catechism Class 3:00 PM

Liturgy & CS 9:30 AM

Vespers 5:00 PM

Circle of Sisters 12:30 PM

10

Zachaeus Sunday

11

12

Matins 8:30 AM

Meeting of the
Lord

13

14

15

6th Hour Prayers at Noon

Vespers at 7:00 PM

Liturgy 9:00 AM

Liturgy & CS 9:30 AM

16
Catechism Class 3:00 PM
Vespers 5:00 PM

Parish Council 12:30 PM

17

Publican and
Pharisee

18

19

Matins 8:30 AM

20

21

6th Hour Prayers at Noon

Men’s Club 6:00 PM

Fast Free week!

Liturgy & CS 9:30 AM

22

23
Fancy Luncheon 11:00 AM
Catechism Class 3:00 PM
Vespers 5:00 PM

24

Prodigal Son

25

26

27

Matins 8:30 AM

Circle of Sisters

No 6th Hour Prayers

Liturgy & CS 9:30 AM

Fundraiser at the HABIT

28

4:00-9:00 PM
(Fig Garden Village Location)

Parish Directory
Contact Information:

Phone: (559) 227-5565
Email: stpeter@me.com
Website: www.stpeterfresno.com

Parish Clergy:

Circle of Sisters:
Stacy Batrich Smith (559) 790-4073

Men’s Club:
Dushan Spadier (559 260-3700

Worship Services:

V. Rev. George Gligich (559) 696-7015
Protodeacon Brad Matthews (Retired)
Deacon Joseph Wesseler (559) 936-6838

Saturday Vespers at 5:00 p.m.
Confessions on Saturdays after vespers or
during the week by appointment.

Choir Director:

Sunday Liturgy at 9:30 a.m.
Church School on Sundays from September
through May following Holy Communion.

Peggy Matthews (559) 960-2151

Parish Council:
Jim Ward (559) 977-0793

Church School:
Lamia Epperson (559) 430-9186
February 2019

Weeknight Vespers at 7:00 p.m.
Weekday Liturgy (Holy Days)
at 9:00 a.m.
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