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Scholarship Support,
Pascha flowers…etc.

Stewardship 2019
Become a Steward of
St. Peter Church!

April Calendar
Sat
Fri
Thu
Wed
Tue

Weekend
Diocese Days
Alhambra
Cathedral in
St. Steven's

Labor Day

5

- Noon
6th Hour Prayers
PM
Vespers 7:00

of
Beheading
St. John

11

AM
Liturgy - 10:00
registration!
Church School
- Noon
Church Meeting

13

12

Opening Day!
Church School

25
10:00 AM
Liturgy / C.S.

19

The Mystery, Upborne, Fulfilled
Fr. Stephen Freeman

Orthodoxy has a number of “favorite” words – all of
which fall outside the bounds of normal
speech. Though we commonly use the
word “mystery” (for example), popular
speech never uses it in the manner of
the Church. I cannot remember using
the word “fullness,” or even “fulCilled,” in
normal speech. More contemporary
words have come to replace these expressions. This doesn’t mean that an
English speaker has no idea of what the
words mean – but, again, they do not
understand these words in the manner
of the Church. There is a reality to which
words such as mystery and fullness refer
– a reality that carries the very heart of
the Orthodox understanding of the
world and its relation to God.
In popular usage, the word mystery has
become synonymous with puzzle. Thus
a mystery is something we do not know,
but something that, with careful investigation is likely to be revealed. In the
Church, mystery is something which by its very nature is
unknown, and can only be known in a manner unlike anything else.
Words such as fullness and ful/illed are equally important
and specialized in the language of the Church, but whose
April 2019
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meanings bear little resemblance to popular speech.
Fullness (pleroma), occurs a number of times in the New
Testament. It was also a favorite word in the writings of
the gnostics. In Christian usage, it refers to a spiritual
wholeness or completeness that is being manifested or
revealed in some way. It is more than a Divine act – it carries with it something of the Divine itself
(God Himself is the Fullness). It is not
simply the action of God, but is itself
God. Prior actions and words may have
hinted at the fullness, but in the revelation of the fullness all hints will have
passed away and been replaced by the
fullness itself.
The core understanding of words such
as mystery and fullness is the belief that
our world has a relationship beyond
itself, or beyond what seems obvious.
The world is symbol, icon and sacrament. Mystery and fullness reference
the reality that is carried as symbol,
icon and sacrament.
Many people read the frequent statement in the gospels: “This was done so
that the prophecy of Isaiah (or one of
the other prophets) might be fulCilled….”
What many people think this means is
that the prophet made a prediction and
it came true. Biblical prophecy (in a proper Christian understanding) has little or nothing to do with prediction.
The prophets do not see the future – they see the fullness.
What comes to pass is the fullness breaking into our
world such that the prophecy “has been fulCilled.”
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This same fullness is referenced in Ephesians:
And He [the Father] put all things under His [Christ’s] feet,
and gave Him to be head over all things to the
church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who /ills all in
all. 1:22-23
This description of the Church as the “fullness,” is among
the most startling statements in Scripture. The phrase,
“the fullness of Him that Cills all in all,” is an early version
of “God became man so that man might become god” (St.
Athanasius, 4th century). God is the one who Cills, and we
are what is Cilled (or even the “Cilling”). At least as striking
is a kindred passage in Colossians (the two letters have
many similarities):
For in Him dwells all the fullness of the
Godhead bodily; and you are complete in Him, who is
the head of all [b]principality and power. (2:9-10).
The English disguises the wordplay within the verse. We
are told that “in Christ dwells all the fullness (pleroma) of
the Godhead (or deity) bodily, and you are the ones who
have been made full (pepleromenoi) in Him…” Again, this
time Christ is described as the fullness, but we have also
been made the fullness (pleroma) in Him. His life is our
life, and this life or fullness is precisely that which is important about us.
The idea is not dissimilar to Christ’s statements in St.
John’s gospel:
“I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who [a]will
believe in Me through their word; 21 that they all may be
one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also
may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent
Me. And the glory which You gave Me I have given
them, that they may be one just as We are one: I in them,
and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one, and
that the world may know that You have sent Me, and have
loved them as You have loved Me.” 17:20-23
In John, Christ has given us “his glory,” just as the Father
gave Him glory. Glory is not praise or reputation, but
rather something substantial (as I search for words). In
Hebrew, glory (Kavod) is precisely something substantial,
the weight of something. God’s kavod pushes the priests
to the ground at the consecration of Solomon’s temple (1
Kings 8:11). But glory is not simply an effect of God, it is,
somehow, God’s presence itself.
Fullness has a relation to glory, in this substantial sense.
… and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten
of the Father, full of grace and truth. … And of His fullness
we have all received, and grace for grace. (Jn. 1:14 and 16)
The glory of the only begotten is full of grace and truth and
it is of this fullness that we have all received.
"
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I am sure that this excursion through Scripture may be
somewhat tedious for readers – but it is an excursion
through unknown territory for many. Mystery, fullness,
glory and the like are largely neglected in many of the
doctrinal structures of the West. Where they are not neglected they are stripped of mystical content and morphed into more rational systems.
Within the Orthodox East, the mystical content is allowed
to shine forth – particularly within the liturgical life and
prayers of the Church (this is also true of the ascetical
tradition of the Church). One place where language and
reality are deeply united is in the Liturgy of the Pre-SanctiCied Gifts (celebrated on the weekdays of Great Lent and
Holy Week). The Eucharist is not celebrated on these
days, but communion is given from the gifts consecrated
on the Sunday previous – thus the Liturgy of the “PreSanctiCied” Gifts.
It is a very solemn service, with a liturgical “climax” when
the Pre-SanctiCied Gifts are brought out of the Altar and
processed through the congregation in silence. The congregation is prostrate during this procession with faces to
the Cloor. Thus the procession occurs in silence and “invisibly.”
Just before the entrance, the choir sings, “Now the powers of heaven do serve invisibly with us. Lo, the King of
glory enters. Lo, the mystical sacriCice is upborne, fulCilled.” The Gifts of Christ’s Body and Blood are indeed the
“mystical sacriCice,” the very mystery hidden from the
ages made manifest and present in the midst of the
Church. This same mystery is also the fullness – its presence is ful/illed.
The Christian life lived within the mystery is a life in
which God is hidden, made known, revealed, perceived. It
is a life in which the Kingdom of God is breaking forth,
not destroying nature but fulCilling it. In the same manner, we are not destroyed by our union with Christ but
rather fulCilled. We become what we were created to be –
the fullness of that life and more is made manifest within
our own lives.
It is this same fullness that describes the lives of saints.
Saints are more than moral exemplars to be copied – they
have the quality of life-fulCilled. In them, the fullness that
is ours in Christ is made manifest.
The mystical life marks the whole of Orthodox Christianity. Its doctrines are replete with references to the mystery and speak of matters such as the atonement in a
manner that is consistent with the revelation of this mystery. The Conciliar deCinitions, from Cirst to last, are rooted in this language and presuppose its grammar within
every aspect of the life of the Church.
Upborne, fulCilled.
April 2019
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What Kind of Fire?
by Matushka Valerie Zahirsky

The image of ﬁre appears frequently in the Orthodox Church’s prayers and teachings concerning our
eternal des<ny as human beings. For example, on
the Sunday of the Last Judgment (MeaFare Sunday) we sang in the kontakion, “When You, O God,
shall come to earth with glory, all things shall
tremble, and the river of ﬁre shall ﬂow before Your
judgment seat.”
For some people, this image terrifyingly conjures
up ﬂaming torment in which sinners will be forced
to exist forever. On the other hand, Ron Reagan, the adopted son of President Reagan, considers it something to scoﬀ at. In a
short TV ad promo<ng an atheist/agnos<c organiza<on, he iden<ﬁes himself as “Ron Reagan, lifelong atheist, not afraid of
burning in hell.”
With such divergent views in the world around us, it’s important to understand what the “river of ﬁre” is in Orthodox teaching. In one well-known descrip<on, Alexandre Kalomiros writes that in the New Crea<on of the Resurrec<on, “Love will enrobe everything with its sacred Fire which will ﬂow like a river from the throne of God and will irrigate paradise. But this
same river of Love—for those who have hate in their hearts—will suﬀocate and burn.”
Who can determine what will be in our hearts when we meet the Lord in the ﬁnal judgment? Only we ourselves. We all will
encounter the same river, and for those who have nurtured love in their hearts it will be a refreshing stream that “irrigates
paradise.” Only those who have allowed hate to overtake their hearts will “suﬀocate and burn” in that same river.
We can’t help but marvel at this diﬀerence. It surely is marvelous that the same “river of ﬁre” ﬂowing from God’s throne can
be experienced as paradise by some and as suﬀoca<on and burning by others.
But the even greater wonder is the generosity of God. He has no desire to see us suﬀocate and burn in that river. He leaves it
up to us to fashion our hearts, and to determine what our experience of the river will be. If we undertake the lifelong struggle to make ourselves worthy, we can enjoy the des<ny described in the kontakion’s ﬁnal line. We can, for all eternity, “stand
at Your right hand, O Righteous Judge.”

From the parish records…
Marriage:

Chase Thomas and Danielle Pestorich on
March 2, 2019.
Many Years!

Serb Fest 2019!
Saturday, June 1st
Watch for information and details in upcoming Sunday Bulletins,
weekly emails and the May Messenger! Your help and participation
for another successful festival is welcome and greatly appreciated!

Plan to participate in our 25th Annual Parish Festival!
April 2019
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Parish activities…
Scholarship Fund Support:
Save Mart has discontinued their Shares Program at
the end of February. We are still enrolled in the eScrip
Program and will be highlighting their Benefit App
shortly which allows you to purchase cards from various retailers through your Smart Phone, with a percentage of your retail purchases earning money for our
Scholarship fund.
Another way to support our
Scholarship Fund is through
Amazon Smile. Remember, always start at smile.amazon.com and Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of
your eligible AmazonSmile purchases. Select “Serbian
Orthodox Church of St Peter” as your charity. It is very
simple and easy!
Also, remember that you can donate directly to the
Scholarship Fund at any time. All donations are greatly appreciated!

Please remember to...
Send Father George your e-mail address to:
stpeter@me.com to be placed on our church e-mail list
so that you can be updated with announcements of
important changes or events during the month. This is
a great way to keep you informed and for us to keep in
touch with you. Remember to also bookmark and regularly visit our parish website at www.stpeterfreno.com. It is always up to date and the Sunday bulletin
and monthly Messenger are always online.

Pascha Flowers ...
The lenten season is now upon us,
and soon Holy Week and Pascha will
be here as well. Enclosed in this issue is an offering envelope for your
donations to help offset the cost of
flowers to decorate Christ's Tomb
and the church for Pascha. Your generosity will be greatly appreciated!
We thank you and pray that you experience a rewarding and fruitful Lenten season and
celebration of our Lord's Holy Pascha.

Preparing the church for Pascha:
Volunteers are needed to clean the liturgical and altar
items for Holy Week and Pascha. We will meet at 9:30
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a.m. on Friday, April 19. Cleaning supplies are provided. Come and help out for a couple of hours!
Vigil at Christ's Tomb...
Once again a sign-up sheet will be located in the
narthex of the
church for our tradition of keeping
vigil at our Lord's
Tomb. Parishioners
are encouraged to
participate in this
very spiritually
moving practice of
reading from the Book of Psalms and the Acts of the
Apostles. Reading at the tomb will begin after the 3:00
p.m. Vesper Service on Holy Friday and will continue
until the start of the Resurrection Service at 11:30 p.m.
on Holy Saturday. We need a volunteer to be responsible for coordinating the schedule and unlocking and
locking the church. Please see Father George if you can
help with this task.

Pascha Baskets:
Parishioners are welcome to keep the tradition of
bringing Pascha
Baskets, which will
be blessed after the
Paschal Liturgy,
and also after
Paschal Vespers,
later that morning.
Please place your
baskets on the tables in the hallway between the
church and social hall. These baskets traditionally are
prepared with many of the foods from which we've
been fasting from during Great Lent. There are several
foods traditionally included in the basket. These are: a
yeast bread, a bitter herb, wine, cheese, meat, butter,
salt, and a red egg or eggs. Each has symbolic significance:
Sweet bread is always included, leavened with yeast.
This is a symbol of the New Covenant; the Jews made
unleavened bread, and we, the Children of the New
Covenant, make leavened bread. Kulich is the traditional Russian bread, and Tsourekia is the traditional
Greek braided bread. The braided form of this bread is
a display of the Trinity.
The bitter herb, often horseradish, serves as a reminder
of the first Passover (horseradish is eaten as a traditional part of the original Passover meal) and of the
April 2019
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bitter sufferings that Christ endured for our sake.
Sometimes the horseradish is colored red with beets,
symbolizing the Blood of Christ.
Wine, cheese, and butter are figurative of all the good
things of life, and remind us of the earthly gifts that
come from God. Meat is included in remembrance of
the sacrifice of the Old Testament Passover, which has
been replaced by Christ, the New Passover and Lamb
of God. Salt serves as a reminder to us that we are "the
salt of the earth." The red egg is likened to the tomb
from which Christ arose. This is because of the miracle
of new life that comes from the egg, just as Christ
miraculously came forth from the tomb.
Thus each of the foods in the Pascha basket have rich
meaning, as does everything in Orthodoxy.
Bright Monday Pan-Orthodox Liturgy...
On Bright Monday, April 29 the Paschal Liturgy will
be celebrated at 10:00 a.m. at St. Peter's. We will gather
with the clergy and parishioners from St. George
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Greek Orthodox Church. Following the Liturgy all are
welcome to join in fellowship at the Yosemite Falls
Café: 4020 North Cedar Avenue, (at Dakota) Fresno.

Our appreciation…
On March 25 and 26 all of the
chairs in the hall and church
school were steamed cleaned
with the assistance of the following parishioners: Mike Castro,
Terrance
Smith, Raymond Brooks, Marilyn Jurkovich, Nicholas
Falaschi, Liza Petrosian, Zachary Jarvie, Daniel
Spadier, Maura Chaplain, Noël Salata, Annabelle Castro and Jonathan Hart. We thank you for volunteering
your time and labor to complete a project that was
long overdue!
Many thanks also to Anne Mikitish for recently donating and planting the flowers in the pots by the fountain courtyard behind the Church. They will be in full
bloom in time for Pascha!

St. Peter's Church School...

Palm Sunday Vespers & Children’s Procession
on Saturday,
April 20 at
5:00 p.m.
The blessing of palms
and willow branches
will take place at the end of Vespers followed by the traditional procession to
celebrate the Lords triumphant Entry
into Jerusalem! Children’s confessions
will be held at the end of the service. All
children are encouraged to participate!

April 2019
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Stewardship 2019 …
November 11 was the start of our stewardship campaign for 2019. All households in the parish should
have received our stewardship mailer along with a pledge card. If you did not receive this mailer please contact
the church office at stpeter@me.com or pick one up a the candle counter in the narthex. We thank the following
parishioners listed who have submitted their pledge commitment for 2019. Thank you and God bless you!
Alsobrook, Scott/Katherine
Angelich, Olga
Bahn, Marilyn
Baziuk, John/Suzanna
Brickey, Gabe/Mika
Brooks, Alisa Rakich/ Raymond
Briggs, Matthew/Maria
Bundros, Christopher/Shirley
Cantu, Bert/Patti
Castro, Mike/Annabelle
Chaplain, Maura
Chrisman, George/Diane
Christensen, Eleanor
Clemensen, Wayne/Lisa
Coffeen, Vera
Contreras, Alexander/Francine
Dakovich, Dan
Dobrinen, Elizabeth
Dublin, Antonina
Duran, Ernie / Cheryl
Duran, Jesus/Yvonne
Epperson, Jason/Lamia
Foley, John/Heidi
Forhan, Phil/Bryn
Gligich, Fr. George/Elena
Granado, Olga
Gregory, Seth
Hart, Jonathon/Deborah
Hatler, Charyce
Jarvie, Zachary

Jurkovich, Mike/Jeanette
Keves, Lazslo/Valentina
Klingel, Friedhelm/Tatiana
Kojovich, Helen
Kornaros, Steven/Tara
Livanis, Peter
Lobkowski, Vladimir/Darlene
Marinovich, Branko
Marinovich, John/Nancy
Matthews, Dn. Brad/Peggy
May, Lyudmyla/Edison
McAtee, Randy/Janice
McAtee, Timothy
Mikitish, Anne
Milinich, Barbara
Miller, Eric/Yoly
Milovich, Robert
Naden, Vera
Olivo, Anthony/Cicily
Owens, Greg
Owens, Jacob
Oxford, Tom/Lynn
Pavic, Dejan
Pavlovich, George
Penny, Tim/Nancy
Pestich Smith, Angela
Pestorich, John/Charlene
Pestorich, John/Staci
Pestorich, Mark/Kristen
Pestorich, Mike / Dona

April Altar Servers, Epistle Readers &
Tutors Schedule:
Team 1
April 7 & 21
Braeden Epperson
Mason Epperson
Joseph Hart
Brian Contreras
Caspian Wesseler

Team 2
April 14 & 28
Luke Alsobrook
Caleb Alsobrook
Lance Vukajović
Nickolas Vukajlović
Jonah Pruse

All Altar Boys for Pascha Matins and Liturgy!
"
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Epistle:
April 7
April 14
April 21
April 28
Tutors:
April 7
April 14
April 21
April 28
Romanenko

Pestorich, Vera
Petrosian, John/Liza
Poznanovich, Momirka
Poznanovich, Selma
Pruse, Jacob
Pruse, Kenneth/Tanya
Radoicich, Frances
Radovich, Savo/Milka
Ramirez, Christian/Brii
Romanenko, Andrej/Carolyn
Shultz, Norm
Sidel, Natalie
Sidel, Sandra
Skochko, Steve/Allison
Smith, Cassidy
Spadier, +Darinka
Spolsdoff, Jim/Ala
Spolsdoff, Katherine
Stanovich-Creech, Vera
Stijovic, Mima
Tarailo, Ron/Radmila
Tarailo, Zorka
Vukajlovic, Larry
Vukajlovic, Mark/Cristina
Vukajlovic, Mike
Ward, Jim/Svetlana
Wesseler, Dn. Joseph/Stacia
Woolley, Marjorie
Woolsey, Kathryn
Zenovich, Vera

Jonathan Hart
Jacob Owens
Joseph Alsobrook
Lazarus McAtee

Jim Ward / Charyce Hatler
Andrej Romanenko/Tim Penny
Jonathan Hart/Timothy McAtee
Tim Penny/Mike Castro/Andrej

April 2019
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Parish Directory
Contact Information:

Phone: (559) 227-5565
Email: stpeter@me.com
Website: www.stpeterfresno.com

Parish Clergy:
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Circle of Sisters:
Stacy Batrich Smith (559) 790-4073

Men’s Club:
Dushan Spadier (559 260-3700

Worship Services:

V. Rev. George Gligich (559) 696-7015
Protodeacon Brad Matthews (Retired)
Deacon Joseph Wesseler (559) 936-6838

Saturday Vespers at 5:00 p.m.
Confessions on Saturdays after vespers or
during the week by appointment.

Choir Director:

Sunday Liturgy at 9:30 a.m.
Church School on Sundays from September
through May following Holy Communion.

Peggy Matthews (559) 960-2151

Parish Council:
Jim Ward (559) 977-0793

Church School:
Lamia Epperson (559) 430-9186
April 2019

Weeknight Vespers at 7:00 p.m.
Weekday Liturgy (Holy Days)
at 9:00 a.m.
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