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AM
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registration!
Church School
- Noon
Church Meeting

13

12

Opening Day!
Church School

25
10:00 AM
Liturgy / C.S.
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Gender Confusion and the
Extinction of True Manhood
Fr. Lawrence Farley
Just as it is diﬃcult to gain a true perspective of the size
of a mountain when one is actually on the mountain, so it
is diﬃcult to understand how revolutionary a change is
when in the midst of the revolution. And we are today in
the midst of a great revolution, a dramatic shift in the
way we understand human
nature. That is, our culture in
the West is changing the way
it understands gender.
This change is all-encompassing, and expresses itself in
such large movements such as
feminism, gay rights, and now
transgender rights.
The change is not a matter of
refining or tinkering with past approaches. Past approaches are not so much moderately altered as completely overthrown. The revolution regarding gender is
radical and vociferous, and like all devout revolutionaries,
its advocates are taking no prisoners, which accounts for
much of the rhetoric and verbal violence in America’s culture wars. If the Lord tarries, historians hundreds of years
hence will look back on the late twentieth and early twenty-first centuries as the time when the West waged war on
March 2019
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PM
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Vespers 5:00
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14
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Liturgy 9:00 AM
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Liturgy / C.S.
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the way its ancestors understood gender diﬀerences from
time immemorial. Those reading sociology will speak of a
fundamental paradigm shift. Those reading Screwtape will
wonder if the revolution was not the result of far-reaching
decisions taken by “our father below”.
The ancient approach saw gender as a divine gift. JudeoChristian texts spoke of our gendered existence with its
resultant diﬀering roles as ordained by God at creation:
“So God created man in His
own image; in the image of
God He created him; male
and female He created
them” (Gen. 1:27). Islam inherited this understanding of
gender, and even the pagans
who did not read Scripture of
any kind understood maleness
and femaleness as basic and
stable categories. That is why
they privileged legal marriage
above unregulated sexuality.
Certain pagans (Greeks for
example; the Romans were
slower to follow) had no problems with pederasty, but
they still insisted on heterosexual marriage as the foundation for a stable society.
As far as everyone until the mid to late twentieth century
was concerned, you were born either male or female, and
certain rare anatomical or other medical anomalies aside,
that set you on the path of life and provided you with
specific roles and responsibilities. Men were to behave in
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a certain way, as were women. To be sure, the prescribed
behaviors contained a fair degree of latitude—“tom boy”
behavior, for example, was still acceptable for girls, and
men could knit if they wanted to—but the basic path was
fairly clear, even if it was wide. And this was not confined
to the Judeo-Christian or the Islamic traditions. As C.S.
Lewis illustrated in his book The Abolition of Man, these
norms could be found in all cultures. He termed this “the
Tao”, and recognized it as the universal practice of
mankind.
The revolution in the West began in the 1960s, with what
was then called “Women’s Lib”. Women’s Lib found cultural acceptance because much of it seemed to be simple
common sense, and because the Suﬀragette movement
demanding for women the right to vote had partly prepared the way for it. Though not introducing radical or
harmful change in the basic understanding of gender
roles, Women’s Lib prepared people to regard change as
essentially a good and much-needed thing, and this openness to change would continue to govern basic attitudes
when more far-reaching changes were proposed. Women’s
Lib also drew heavily upon the language of racial civil
rights, and presented itself in terms of an analogous
struggle. The emphasis here is upon the word “struggle”,
since the movement used the tactics of protest (famously
with its symbolic bra-burning and its marches), and its
labelling of its opponents as enemies of enlightenment
and progress. The seeds of a future culture war may thus
be traced to this early predilection for protest.
Despite the use of angry denunciation of perceived oppression and inflammatory rhetoric that increasingly
characterized the diverse feminist movement, the radical
changes first appeared with the gay rights movement.
Here too we observe a progression. What began with a
simple act of decriminalization continued with a demand
for social acceptance of an alternative lifestyle as if it were
as valid as traditional marriage. Thus, first came demands
for social acceptance and non-discrimination, then came a
demand for the provision of legal civil unions between
homosexuals, and then a demand for providing legal marriage for them. Inherent in these demands was the assertion that maleness and femaleness were not all-encompassing roles, but simply anatomical realities which did
not bring with them any societal roles or norms. Thus,
one could be born anatomically male but still seek sexual
union (socially legitimized through marriage) with another male—or, with both males and females. Anatomy had
been definitively sundered from gender role and its accompanying sexual “preference”. Indeed, the very language used—“sexual preference”—presupposes that one
gender could be preferred as easily as another. Formerly,
men did not just “prefer” women, but were ordained to
this choice, if not by internal sexual desire for women
"
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over men, then at least by divine law. Now one could “prefer” male to female as easily and legitimately as one could
prefer chocolate to vanilla.
The next step was to sunder anatomy not just from gender role but from gender identity. In this move to legitimize transgenderism, it was asserted that one could be
born anatomically male and yet still “be” a woman. There
was no objective way to tell if a person “was” a male or a
female. All now depended upon a person’s subjective feelings and which gender one “identified with”. And
throughout this long progression of change, its advocates
continued to employ the rhetoric of civil rights, indignantly denouncing their opponents as bigots and cultural
Neanderthals. The culture wars were now raging loudly. In
the din, the voice of the historic Christian Faith, replete
with both inviolable standards and subtle nuanced distinctions, was usually shouted down.
Thus those who identify as gay or transgender now occupy the role of noble victim in constant danger of harm,
while those who oppose the new revolution occupy the
role of dangerous cultural criminals, whose bigoted opposition to the new revolution threatens very lives of those
in the LGBQT community. Those assigning these roles
are often driven by a self-righteousness that takes no prisoners and justifies any amount of hatred, anger, and bullying.
The revolution is poised to continue, driven as it is by its
own interior logic. If physical anatomy counts for nothing, then it counts for nothing. If the will (or preference)
is sovereign, then it is sovereign. That includes not just
the gender of the sexual partner, but also the number of
partners. Or the age of the partners. Paedophilia (or “minor attraction” as it calls itself) is currently beyond the
pale of general acceptability, but the landscape of the debate and its borders are shifting quickly. No one living in
1950 could have foreseen the current situation. It is therefore possible that the presently radical call for the acceptance of “minor attraction” will one day become mainstream. (Those thinking I am inventing a new foe for
polemical purposes may refer here.) Where the revolution will end is anyone’s guess. I myself believe that the
end is not yet in sight.
The question remains: what is the problem with the revolution? Who is it hurting? Granted that the gender revolution (or “gender confusion”, depending upon point of
view) overturns the way humanity has regarded itself
since the beginning, why it that wrong? Much could be
said, but a single reply will have to suﬃce. In the new paradigm oﬀered us, what was once regarded as “true manhood” is labelled toxic in some places, and is fast becoming extinct.
March 2019
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What does it mean to be a “real” man? True manhood
involves more than simple sexual “preferences” or the
question of who takes out the garbage. It involves primordial self-defining symbolism and emotions springing
from the deepest hidden levels. To be a real man is to
relate to those weaker—notably women and children—
with gallantry, protection, and self-sacrifice. (Christians
will note that this is how Christ, as a real Man, related to
His bride, the Church.) We note this in a thousand ways:
the man proposes the woman on bended knee,
(not vice-versa), and in situations of danger, the man
defends the woman even at the cost of his life. And this
last example applies not just to the man’s own wife, but
to any woman, precisely because she is a woman. Womanhood was considered as sacred per se.
This could be observed in the investigations following
the sinking of the Titanic: witnesses were emphatic that
some lifeboats contained only women and children, the
men sacrificing themselves to save them. Doing anything
less—taking a space in a lifeboat that could have been
taken by a woman or a child—would have violated their
manhood. Manhood and masculinity, increasingly derided as toxic by definition, included both the symbolism
and actions of gallantry. A true man was a knight.
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It is true of course that acts of bravery and self-sacrifice
can be and are done by women and children, and of
course by homosexuals and transgenders. Anyone can
become brave. But that is just the point: since bravery
and self-sacrifice are no longer part of what it means to
be a man, one does such heroic acts only if one is a hero.
But heroism is not common (which is why it is applauded
when found). One may or may not feel oneself called to
heroism and bravery. But in the old paradigm a man sacrificed himself not because he felt called to extraordinary
heroism, but simply because he was a man. The gender
role he inherited by virtue of his anatomy contained
within it the moral imperative of sacrificing himself, if
need be, for women and children.
It is just this protection that real men once oﬀered that
is so desperately needed now. We now rely upon “public
education” (i.e. propaganda) and the stigma attached to
being politically incorrect to motivate people to gallantry, self-sacrifice, and bravery. We can see how well
this is working (or not working), by how dangerous the
nights remain for women and other vulnerable people.
The cry of those trying to educate the public is to “take
back the night”. More helpful perhaps would be sustained reflection upon how the night was lost in the first
place.

Lent begins...
Great Lent begins with Vespers and the Rite of Forgiveness on March 10 at 6:00 p.m. This is the start of a series of
Lenten Services, which all parishioners are encouraged to attend. Our church school will be sponsoring their Last
Blast before the Fast at 4:30 p.m. in the Social Hall. Cheese pizza and ice cream sundaes will be on the menu as we
gather to observe the last time we eat dairy products before Lent. During this time Father George will meet with
the parents and parishioners to discuss various ways families can observe the fast together. On March 11, 12 & 14
we will have the penitential Canon of St. Andrew at 7:00 p.m. This is a very sobering service which sets the tone
of our Lenten journey.
Every Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. the Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts will be celebrated. This service will alternate
between St. George's Church and our church. Be sure to check the schedule in the calendar. You are encouraged to
prepare yourselves for Holy Communion that is offered at this Liturgy. If you have questions concerning preparation, please ask Father George. A Lenten meal will also be served after the Presanctified Liturgy. Volunteers to
prepare the meals are needed for the weeks of March 20, April 3 & 17.) Please let Father George know if you can
help out. This provides a wonderful opportunity for Lenten fellowship.
Everyone is also expected to receive the sacrament of Holy Confession during the Lenten season. Confessions are
heard following vespers on Saturday evenings, before Presanctified Liturgies at 4:30 p.m. or you can schedule an
appointment with Father George. Please try not to come on Sunday mornings unless you live a great distance
from church. You are also reminded to not wait until the very last minute before the Paschal Liturgy. Prepare
yourselves early! Thank you in advance for your understanding and cooperation.
Finally, do your soul a favor by setting aside the time to attend these Lenten services. Turn off the television and
other unnecessary entertainment, e.g. movies, concerts, shopping etc. Spend the time in church and with increased prayer, fasting and almsgiving. Your lives will be richly blessed!
March 2019
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Lenten Fasting
QUESTION:
Why do we fast, and from what do we fast, before Pascha?
-----------------------------------------------------------------------ANSWER:
We fast before the Feast of Feasts, the Resurrection of Christ, to prepare ourselves for the celebration of Our Lord's
eternal victory over sin, corruption, and death, and in anticipation of our own resurrection. Hence, Great Lent is a time
of preparation, during which we focus on and anticipate the resurrection of Our Savior by fasting, prayer, and almsgiving.
When we fast, we "shift our focus" from ourselves to God and others, spending less time worrying about what to eat,
when to eat, how much to eat, and so on in order to use our time in increased prayer and caring for the poor. We learn
through fasting that we indeed can gain control over those things that we too often allow to control us-and for many
people, food is a controlling factor. [We live in the only society in which an entire TV network is devoted to food!] While
fasting from food, however, we are also challenged to fast from sin, from gossip, from jealousy, from anger, and from
those other things that, while well within our control, we all too often allow to control us.
Further, just as we would refrain from eating a lot before going to an expensive restaurant for dinner -- if we "ruin our
appetite" we will hardly enjoy our dinner -- so too we fast before Holy Pascha in order to more fully feast and celebrate
on the Nativity itself.
During the Great Fast-and all Lenten seasons-we are called upon to refrain from meat, dairy, Qish, wine, and olive oil. At
the same time, we are challenged, within this framework, to fast to the best of our ability, and to do so consistently. If we
must modify the extent to which we fast within this framework, it is of course possible, but in every instance our fasting
should be consistent and regular, for Christ does not see fasting as an option, but as a "must." In the Gospel of Saint
Matthew, Our Lord says, "WHEN you fast, do not be like the hypocrites," not "IF you fast" or "IF YOU CHOOSE to fast."
Father John Matusiak

The Importance of
Visiting Church on
Saturday Night
by Fr. Geoffrey Korz

Three
decades
ago, a Qilm
came out
that codiQied the way
in which
North
Americans
looked at
Saturday
nights.
Since the 1960s, the concept of a
quiet and prayerful Saturday night,
preparing for the Lord’s Day, has
been on the decline. Perhaps this is
due to the disappearance in the
Protestant West of the concept of
keeping vigil before a Church Feast
"
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– or to be more to the point, even
observing Church Feasts. Perhaps it
is due to the Roman Catholic concept of multiple services – the sort
of drive-through 30 minute Masses
that allow a pick-your-own approach in the spiritual life of faithful
people.
This is of course nothing like having
to actually be together to spoil the
rampant individualism we so often
pursue with vigor. Spending Saturday evening – or more speciQically,
one part of Saturday evening – at a
Vespers or Vigil Service, prepares
Orthodox Christians for the central
Holy Mystery of our lives: Holy
Communion. It therefore makes
sense that we should lay aside our
own plans, our own entertainment
and self-indulgence, to prepare to
partake of the Holy Mystery that
makes us one: one with Christ, and
one with each other.
It may be fair to place the blame for
the decline in the observance of

Saturday Vespers by Orthodox
Christians on the bad habits of the
heterodox, or the fast pace of our
materialistic western world.
But like all things in the spiritual
life, the biggest part of the blame
can only be placed on us as Orthodox Christians – each of us – who in
the struggle to lay aside all earthly
cares, more often than not decide
that the earthly cares are the very
thing we prefer to the Body and
Blood of Christ, ahead of communion with our brothers and sisters
in Christ.
Let us prayerfully resolve to take up
this essential part of our life, for the
transformation of our souls, and the
renewing of our lives. Let us, with
God’s help, resolve to make this
preparation integral to our week,
every week, and take up willingly
the cross of laying aside our Saturday night earthly cares, whatever
they may be.
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Many Years!

Parish activities…

Friendly reminder...

Scholarship Fund Support:
Save Mart has discontinued their Shares Program at the end
of February. We are still enrolled in the eScrip Program and
will be highlighting their Benefit App shortly which allows
you to purchase cards from various retailers through your
Smart Phone, with a percentage of your retail purchases
earning money for our Scholarship fund.
Another way to support our
Scholarship Fund is through
Amazon Smile. Remember, always start at smile.amazon.com and Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of
your eligible AmazonSmile purchases. Select “Serbian
Orthodox Church of St Peter” as your charity. It is very
simple and easy!
Also, remember that you can donate directly to the
Scholarship Fund at any time. All donations are greatly appreciated!

The famous lenten prayer of Saint
Ephrem the Syrian summarizes our entire struggle during the forty day fast –
that of turning from vice to virtue, sin to
holiness, and self- love to love of God and
neighbor. This powerful prayer is said
every day of Great Lent, except on Saturdays and Sundays. It should be part of
our morning and evening prayers, but

N

Chase Matthew Thomas, on February 16,
2019.

From the parish records…

ABOUT SAINT
EPHREM’S PRAYER

E

We remind everyone to send in the balance of your
pledge commitment for 2018. You can contact financial
secretary Anne Mikitish at (816) 956-1782 or by email:
amikitish@gmail.com to check on your 2018 balance.
2018 donation statements will only be mailed out by
request. Contact Anne if you would like to receive a
copy for income tax purposes.

Please remember to...
Send Father George your e-mail address to:
stpeter@me.com to be placed on our church e-mail list
so that you can be updated with announcements of
important changes or events during the month. This is
a great way to keep you informed and for us to keep in
touch with you. Remember to also bookmark and regularly visit our parish website at www.stpeterfreno.com. It is always up to date and the Sunday bulletin
and monthly Messenger are always online.

may also be said at any other time
throughout the day – especially in time of
temptation.

THE PRAYER OF SAINT
EPHREM
✤ O Lord and Master of my life,
take from me the spirit of sloth,
despair, lust of power and idle
talk. (Prostration)
✤ But grant [give] rather the spirit of chastity, humility, pa-

tience, and love to Thy servant.
(Prostration)

✤ Yea, O Lord and King, grant me
to see my own transgressions, and
not to judge my brother; for
blessed art Thou unto the ages of
ages. Amen. (Prostration)
✤ O God, cleanse me a sinner.
(12 times, with as many bows, and
then again the whole prayer from the
beginning to end, and after that one
great prostration)

SPIRITUAL TRUTH
We have no life of our own; our life has been given to us as a gift...As individuals, however, we have been given free
will to choose. If we had no free will, we would be like animals and would not have to answer for our actions. We
must live the way God intended us to, having given us the gift of free will. We use our rational minds to discern
right from wrong. We have God‘s judgment in us – our conscience. Every judge in the world can be bribed, but the
judgment of God, our conscience, cannot be bribed. It can only be renewed through repentance.
Elder Thaddeus of Vitovnica
March 2019
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Stewardship 2019 …
November 11 was the start of our stewardship campaign for 2019. All households in the parish should
have received our stewardship mailer along with a pledge card. If you did not receive this mailer please contact
the church office at stpeter@me.com or pick one up a the candle counter in the narthex. Please read through all
of the information and prayerfully consider what your financial commitment to our St. Peter Church will be for
the coming year. We thank the following parishioners listed who have submitted their pledge commitment for
2019. Thank you and God bless you!
Alsobrook, Scott/Katherine
Angelich, Olga
Bahn, Marilyn
Baziuk, John/Suzanna
Brickey, Gabe/Mika
Brooks, Alisa Rakich/ Raymond
Briggs, Matthew/Maria
Bundros, Christopher/Shirley
Cantu, Bert/Patti
Castro, Mike/Annabelle
Chaplain, Maura
Chrisman, George/Diane
Christensen, Eleanor
Clemensen, Wayne/Lisa
Coffeen, Vera
Contreras, Alexander/Francine
Dakovich, Dan
Dobrinen, Elizabeth
Dublin, Antonina
Duran, Ernie / Cheryl
Duran, Jesus/Yvonne
Epperson, Jason/Lamia
Foley, John/Heidi
Forhan, Phil/Bryn
Granado, Olga
Gregory, Seth
Hart, Jonathon/Deborah
Hatler, Charyce
Jarvie, Zachary
Jurkovich, Mike/Jeanette

Keves, Lazslo/Valentina
Klingel, Friedhelm/Tatiana
Kojovich, Helen
Kornaros, Steven/Tara
Livanis, Peter
Lobkowski, Vladimir/Darlene
Marinovich, Branko
Marinovich, John/Nancy
Matthews, Dn. Brad/Peggy
May, Lyudmyla/Edison
McAtee, Randy/Janice
McAtee, Timothy
Mikitish, Anne
Milinich, Barbara
Miller, Eric/Yoly
Milovich, Robert
Naden, Vera
Owens, Greg
Owens, Jacob
Oxford, Tom/Lynn
Pavic, Dejan
Pavlovich, George
Penny, Tim/Nancy
Pestich Smith, Angela
Pestorich, John/ Charlene
Pestorich, John/Staci
Pestorich, Mark/Kristen
Pestorich, Mike / Dona
Pestorich, Vera
Petrosian, John/Liza

March Altar Servers, Epistle Readers and
Tutors Schedule:
Team 1
March 3, 17 & 31
Braeden Epperson
Mason Epperson
Joseph Hart
Brian Contreras
Caspian Wesseler

"
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Team 2
March 10 & 24
Luke Alsobrook
Caleb Alsobrook
Lance Vukajović
Nickolas Vukajlović
Jonah Pruse

Poznanovich, Momirka
Poznanovich, Selma
Pruse, Jacob
Pruse, Kenneth/Tanya
Radoicich, Frances
Radovich, Savo/Milka
Ramirez, Christian/Brii
Romanenko, Andrej/Carolyn
Shultz, Norm
Sidel, Natalie
Sidel, Sandra
Skochko, Steve/Allison
Smith, Cassidy
Spadier, +Darinka
Spolsdoff, Jim/Ala
Spolsdoff, Katherine
Stanovich-Creech, Vera
Stijovic, Mima
Tarailo, Ron/Radmila
Tarailo, Zorka
Vukajlovic, Larry
Vukajlovic, Mark/Cristina
Vukajlovic, Mike
Ward, Jim/Svetlana
Wesseler, Dn. Joseph/Stacia
Woolley, Marjorie
Woolsey, Kathryn
Zenovich, Vera

Epistle:
March 3
March 10
March 17
March 24
March 31

Jonathan Hart
Jacob Owens
Charyce Hatler
Joseph Alsobrook
Lazarus McAtee

Tutors:
March 3
March 10
March 17
March 24
March 31

Jim Ward / Charyce Hatler
Andrej Romanenko / Tim Penny
Jonathan Hart / Timothy McAtee
Tim Penny / Mike Castro
Jim Ward / Charyce Hatler
March 2019
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Wednesday
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Thursday

1

Daylight Savings Time begins
on March 10. Turn your
clocks ahead one hour on
Saturday at bedtime!

3

Last Judgment

4

Friday

Saturday

2
No Catechism Class or
Vespers

5

Matins 8:30 AM

6

7

6th Hour Prayers at Noon

Trail Life 6:30 PM

8

9
Catechism Class 3:00 PM

Liturgy & CS 9:30 AM

Vespers 5:00 PM

Circle of Sisters 12:30 PM

Cheese-fare Week: Fast from meat!

Forgiveness
Sunday
Matins 8:30 AM

11

12

13

14

Great Canon of St. Andrew

Great Canon of St. Andrew

6th Hour Prayers at Noon

Trail Life 6:30 PM

Catechism Class 3:00 PM

Liturgy & CS 9:30 AM

7:00 PM

7:00 PM

Presanctified 6:00 PM

Great Canon of St. Andrew

Vespers 5:00 PM

(St. George Church)

at 7:00 PM

10

Last Blast 4:30 PM

Great Lent begins!

Forgiveness Vespers 6:00

17

Sun of Oethodoxy

20

21

6th Hour Prayers at Noon

Men’s Club 6:00 PM

Catechism Class 3:00 PM

Liturgy & CS 9:30 AM

Presanctified 6:00 PM

Trail Life 6:30 PM

Vespers 5:00 PM

Parish Council 12:30 PM

(St. Peter Church)

St. Gregory
Palamas
Matins 8:30 AM

25

19

26

27

28

6th Hour Prayers at Noon

Trail Life 6:30 PM

Liturgy & CS 9:30 AM

Presanctified 6:00 PM

Youth Coffee Hour with Fr.

(St. George Church)

22

16

Matins 8:30 AM

24

18

15

29

23

30
Catechism Class 3:00 PM
Vespers 5:00 PM

George

31

Holy Cross

Matins 8:30 AM
Liturgy & CS 9:30 AM

Parish Directory
Contact Information:

Phone: (559) 227-5565
Email: stpeter@me.com
Website: www.stpeterfresno.com

Parish Clergy:

Circle of Sisters:
Stacy Batrich Smith (559) 790-4073

Men’s Club:
Dushan Spadier (559 260-3700

Worship Services:

V. Rev. George Gligich (559) 696-7015
Protodeacon Brad Matthews (Retired)
Deacon Joseph Wesseler (559) 936-6838

Saturday Vespers at 5:00 p.m.
Confessions on Saturdays after vespers or
during the week by appointment.

Choir Director:

Sunday Liturgy at 9:30 a.m.
Church School on Sundays from September
through May following Holy Communion.

Peggy Matthews (559) 960-2151

Parish Council:
Jim Ward (559) 977-0793

Church School:
Lamia Epperson (559) 430-9186
March 2019

Weeknight Vespers at 7:00 p.m.
Weekday Liturgy (Holy Days)
at 9:00 a.m.
7
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