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The Communion 
of Friends 

Fr.	Stephen	Freeman	

You	meet	someone	and	like	them.	You	
slowly	get	to	know	them.	Conversation	
and	 sharing,	 listening	 and	 learning,	 a	
picture	 or	 a	 reality	 begin	 to	 emerge.	
You	 think	 about	 them	 when	 they’re	
away.	You’re	aware	that	you	matter	to	
them	as	well.	The	thought	of	anything	
hurting	them	is	painful.	This	is	friend-
ship.	

We	easily	reduce	friendship	to	a	set	of	
shared	 emotions.	 Why	 we	 like	 some-
one	 else,	 we	 can	 imagine,	 rests	 on	 a	
complex	 set	 of	 experiences,	 hopes,	
fears,	and	emotions.	But	then	someone	
asks	 this	 question:	 “Is	 there	 anything	
between	you?”	

On	 the	 surface	 the	 question	 is	 inno-
cent.	It	could	mean	nothing	more	than	
a	 curiosity	 about	 shared	 emotions?	
Are	you	going	to	declare	a	relationship	
on	 Facebook?	 But,	 taken	 another	 way,	 the	 question	 is	
much	more	puzzling.	Is	a	relationship	anything	more	than	
a	psychological	phenomenon?	Are	we,	in	fact,	utterly	sep-
arate	in	our	existence,	with	nothing	more	than	the	expe-

rience	of	our	own	minds?	What	 if	 someone	said	of	your	
friendship,	“It’s	all	in	your	head?”	

You	feel	very	close	to	this	person.	The	friendship	has	now	
lasted	 several	 years	 and	 has	 been	 very	 consistent.	 One	
day,	speaking	to	someone	else,	you	describe	the	thoughts	
of	your	 friend.	However,	your	description	 is	 scrutinized:	
“How	can	you	possibly	know	what’s	going	on	in	someone	
else’s	 mind?”	 You	 cannot	 think	 of	 how	 to	 answer	 the	

question,	but	you	believe	your	descrip-
tion	and	your	experience	are	 true	and	
correct.	

In	theory,	our	modern	culture	believes	
that	 relationships	 with	 other	 people	
are	merely	psychological	phenomena	–	
they	are	all	 in	our	head.	There	is	occa-
sional	 research	 to	 try	 and	 establish	
some	notion	of	 extra-psychological	 re-
lationship	(such	as	ESP),	but	even	that	
is	 largely	 an	 extension	 of	 psychology.	
But	 there	 is	 an	entire	 realm	of	human	
experience	 that	 such	 a	 belief	 ignores.	
And	 it	 is	an	experience	 that	 lies	at	 the	
very	heart	of	classical	Christianity.	

This	experience	is	found	in	the	concept	
of	communion.	It	refers	to	a	true	partic-
ipation	 and	 sharing	 in	 the	 life	 and	 ac-
tual	existence	of	another.	It	 is	not	a	 la-
bel	 for	a	set	of	 feelings	nor	a	synonym	
for	 being	 close	 with	 someone.	 It	 is	 a	
term	that	truly	means	what	it	says.	The	

Greek	is	koinonia,	a	state	of	“commonality.”	

The	Orthodox	faith	teaches	that	we	are	saved	by	commu-
nion	–	 in	particular	with	Christ.	When	a	person	 is	being	
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baptized,	 they	are	asked	 three	 times	by	 the	priest:	 “Do	
you	unite	yourself	 to	Christ?”	According	 to	St.	Paul,	we	
are	then	baptized	“into	the	death”	of	Christ	and	raised	in	
the	 likeness	 of	 His	 resurrection.	 That	 is	 salvation.	
Christ’s	death	becomes	my	death	and	my	death	becomes	
His	 death.	 Christ’s	 resurrection	 becomes	 my	 resurrec-
tion,	 etc.	 Every	 sacrament	 of	 the	 Church	 is	
about	union	with	Christ,	 or	union	with	 another	human	
being	 (marriage).	 It	 is	 predicated	 on	 the	 possibility	 of	
true	communion	and	participation.	

The	 claim	 that	 this	 is	 true	 and	 possible	 distinguishes	
Orthodox	Christianity	 from	virtually	every	 form	of	con-
temporary	Christian	believing.	It	is	the	foundation	of	the	
sacramental	world	of	 the	Church.	When	we	eat	Christ’s	
Body	and	drink	His	Blood	in	the	Holy	Eucharist,	we	be-
lieve	that	there	is	a	true	sharing,	a	real	communion:	

Whosoever	 eats	my	 2lesh	 and	 drinks	my	 blood	 abides	 in	
Me	and	I	in	him.	(Jn	6:56)	

Living	 in	 such	 a	manner	 that	 this	 communion	 is	made	
manifest	in	our	lives	is	the	entire	purpose	of	the	Ortho-
dox	Christian	life.	

Communion,	if	you	will,	is	one	of	the	most	fundamental	
elements	of	Christian	grammar.	It	makes	sense	of	many	
things,	and	many	things	discussed	in	Christian	teaching	
only	make	sense	in	its	context.	Wherever	communion	is	
ignored	 as	 a	 reality,	 Christianity	 is	 deformed	 and	 dis-
torted	into	a	caricature	of	its	true	nature.	

In	 the	Apostles’	 Creed,	 a	 confession	 of	 faith	 found	 in	 a	
number	 of	Western	 Churches,	 the	 phrase	 “the	 commu-
nion	of	saints”	is	offered	as	an	element	of	belief,	on	a	par	
with	the	 forgiveness	of	sins	and	the	resurrection	of	 the	
dead.	 However,	 in	 the	 minds	 of	 most	 contemporary	
Christians	 who	 confess	 this	 Creed,	 the	 communion	 of	
saints	 is	often	 left	as	a	vague,	 ill-deYined	notion,	mostly	
conYined	to	some	idea	of	fellowship	with	those	in	heav-
en.	

In	 terms	of	 the	New	Testament,	 true	knowledge	 is	ulti-
mately	 only	had	by	 communion	 (koinonia).	 The	 sort	 of	
rational,	observational	collection	of	facts	that	passes	for	
knowledge	in	our	world,	would	be	nothing	of	the	sort	in	
theirs.	When	John’s	gospel	says,	“This	is	life	eternal,	that	
they	 might	 know	 Thee,	 and	 Jesus	 Christ	 whom	 Thou	
hast	 sent”	 (Jn	 17:3),	 it	 is	 a	 reference	 to	 knowledge	 by	
participation,	or	communion.	It	is	precisely	because	true	
knowledge	 is	 communion	 that	 knowledge	 of	 God	 is	
eternal	life.	That	knowledge	can	only	be	had	by	true	par-
ticipation	in	His	life.	

In	 a	 similar	 manner,	 St.	 Paul	 cried	 out,	 “…that	 I	 may	
know	Him	and	 the	power	of	His	 resurrection,	and	may	
have	communion	in	his	sufferings,	becoming	like	him	in	
his	death,	 that	 if	possible,	 I	may	attain	the	resurrection	
from	the	dead!”	(Phi	3:10-11)	

Interestingly,	communion	lies	at	the	center	of	the	tradi-
tional	 practice	 of	 venerating	 the	 saints.	 Communion	
works	by	 love.	 Indeed,	 true	 communion	 is	 perhaps	 the	
main	point	of	love.	We	not	only	want	to	be	with	the	oth-
er,	 we	want	 to	 share	 in	 their	 life	 and	 existence.	 In	 the	
example	 of	 friendship	 described	 at	 the	 outset,	 there	 is	
an	experience	of	communion	for	which	we	often	have	no	
word	 in	 our	 modern	 vocabulary	 (having	 changed	 the	
meaning	 of	 communion).	 We	 experience	 communion	
but	are	at	a	loss	to	describe	it	or	defend	it.	When	we	are	
told	that	it	is	simply	a	thing	of	the	mind,	we	have	no	re-
sponse.	Modernity	is	a	lonely	construct.	

The	 veneration	 of	 the	 saints	 is	 simply	 what	 love	 for	
them	looks	like.	The	cultural	expressions	of	kissing	icons	
or	 burning	 candles	 before	 them	 are	 no	 different	 than	
other	 cultural	 expressions	of	 love.	But	a	world	without	
cultural	 expressions	 of	 love	 quickly	 becomes	 a	 world	
without	love.	Human	beings	require	touch,	for	example,	
in	order	to	live.	We	are	not	creatures	of	the	mind.	

Years	ago,	I	wrote	my	thesis	at	Duke	on	the	Icon	as	The-
ology.	 During	 that	 time	 of	 study,	 I	 came	 to	 realize	 and	
understand	that	an	icon	can	only	truly	be	seen	in	the	act	
of	 veneration.	 For	 seeing	 the	 icon,	 according	 to	 the	
Church’s	 teaching,	 is	a	relational	matter,	an	act	of	 com-
munion.	Many	people	look	at	an	icon	and	see	an	object,	
perhaps	a	beautiful	religious	object.	But	without	venera-
tion,	 the	 love	 offered	 to	 the	 one	who	 is	 present	 in	 the	
depiction,	 there	 is	 no	 communion.	 In	 the	 act	 (or	many	
acts)	of	veneration	we	enter	 into	the	reality	of	commu-
nion.	

This	veneration	has	developed	a	liturgical	expression	in	
the	life	of	the	Church,	but	it	is	the	same	in	our	relation-
ship	with	all	persons.	Through	love,	expressed	in	a	vari-
ety	 of	 appropriate	 manners,	 we	 truly	 know	 the	 other	
by	 participation	 (communion).	 In	 some	 measure,	 we	
enter	into	and	share	in	their	life.	In	some	measure,	their	
life	becomes	ours	and	ours	becomes	theirs.	This	is	espe-
cially	true	in	marriage,	in	which	a	man	and	a	woman	be-
come	one	Ylesh.	St.	Silouan	of	Mt.	Athos	said,	“My	broth-
er	is	my	life.”	

That	communion	and	participation	in	the	life	of	the	oth-
er	 is	 possible	 is	 one	 of	 the	 single	 most	 contradictory	
challenges	to	the	modern	world-view.	We	are	not	utterly	
individual	in	our	existence	nor	in	our	experience.	We	are	
beings	 whose	 lives	 are	 best	 expressed	 and	 fulYilled	
through	communion.	When	this	is	rightly	understood,	it	
is	nothing	more	than	the	proclamation	of	the	primacy	of	
love.	

Walk	in	love,	as	Christ	loved	us	and	gave	himself	up	for	
us,	a	fragrant	offering	and	sacriYice	to	God.	(Eph	5:2)	

If	 we	 walk	 in	 the	 light,	 as	 He	 is	 in	 the	 light,	 we	 have	
communion	with	one	another,	and	the	blood	of	Jesus	his	
Son	cleanses	us	from	all	sin.	(1	John	1:7)



M E S S E N G E R

December 2019	 3

Prophecy and 
Christian 
Tradition 
by	Archbishop	Dmitri	of	Dallas	and	
the	South	

On	November	15/28,	the	Church	
entered	the	period	of	the	Christian	
year	known	as	the	Nativity	Fast	
(Advent).	For	forty	days	our	atten-
tion	will	be	directed	toward	the	Na-
tivity	of	Christ,	both	in	
the	proper	parts	of	the	
services	and	in	the	scrip-
tural	readings.	
As	part	of	the	lenten	ef-
fort	several	days	in	De-
cember	are	dedicated	to	
the	memory	of	Old	Tes-
tament	prophets,	per-
sons	with	an	ex-
traordinary	call	to	pro-
claim	God’s	will	and	an-
nounce	beforehand	the	
Savior’s	coming	into	the	
world.	On	December	1	
we	commemorate	the	
prophet	Nahum;	Decem-
ber	2,	Habakkuk;	De-
cember	3,	Zephaniah;	
December	16,	Haggai;	
and	on	December	17,	
Daniel	and	the	Three	
Youths.	In	addition,	on	
the	two	Sundays	preced-
ing	Christmas	the	entire	assembly	of	
Old	Covenant	prophets	are	among	
those	many	people	commemorated	
who	prepared	the	way	for	Christ’s	
advent.	
Of	particular	signiYicance	is	the	feast	
day	which	occurs	in	the	midst	of	the	
Fast,	on	November	21:	The	Presen-
tation	(or	Entrance)	of	the	
Theotokos	into	the	Temple.	Accord-
ing	to	Tradition	as	old	as	the	Church	
itself,	the	parents	of	the	Theotokos	
were	Joachim	and	Anna.	Being	el-
derly	and	having	no	children,	they	
prayed	that	God	would	grant	them	a	
child,	even	in	their	old	age.	God	an-

swered	their	prayer	by	giving	to	
them	a	daughter.	Everything	sur-
rounding	her	birth	and	infancy	was	
extraordinary.	First,	her	birth	was	
announced	by	an	angel.	Second,	she	
was	born	of	a	very	old	and	barren	
mother.	Third,	when	according	to	
custom	she	was	presented	in	the	
temple	forty	days	after	her	birth,	
the	priest	Zacharias,	father	of	the	
Forerunner	John	the	Baptist,	re-
ceived	her	with	unusual	joy,	taking	
her	into	the	Holy	of	Holies,	a	place	
reserved	only	for	the	priest	to	enter	
once	a	year.	Finally,	from	an	early	
age	until	her	betrothal,	the	blessed	
handmaiden	was	raised	in	the	tem-

ple.	Her	being	brought	to	the	temple	
at	the	age	of	three,	escorted	by	
young	girls	carrying	candles	or	
lamps	in	their	hands,	constitutes	the	
fundamental	event	commemorated	
on	November	21/December	4.	
Many	Old	Testament	prophecies	
which	pointed	to	God’s	New	
Covenant	with	man,	had	to	do	with	
the	instrument	that	He	would	use	to	
accomplish	His	purpose.	We	will	
recall	that	the	Yirst	prophecy	about	
Mary	occurred	at	the	very	moment	
of	man’s	fall.	God	said	unto	the	ser-
pent	which	had	beguiled	both	Adam	
and	Eve:	“Because	thou	hast	done	
this…	I	will	put	enmity	between	

thee	and	the	woman,	and	between	
thy	seed	and	her	seed;	it	shall	
bruise	thy	head,	and	thou	shalt	
bruise	his	heel”	[Genesis	3:	14-15].	
Mary	is	the	new	Eve,	the	one	who	
crushes	with	her	perfection	and	sin-
lessness	the	head	of	evil.	In	addi-
tion,	the	burning	bush	which	“was	
not	consumed”	by	Yire	[Exodus	3:1-
6],	the	uncrossed	gate	of	the	temple	
[Ezekiel	44:1-3],	and	a	host	of	other	
Old	Testament	types	or	images,	tell	
of	this	extraordinary	creature	that	
was	to	be	the	earthly	instrument	by	
which	God	would	enter	into	His	
own	material	creation.	Psalm	45,	
recited	in	part	at	the	Proskomedia	

prior	to	the	Divine	Litur-
gy,	is	a	prophecy	directly	
related	to	the	feast	in	
question:	“The	King’s	
daughter	is	all	glorious	
within:	her	clothing	is	of	
wrought	gold.	She	shall	
be	brought	unto	the	King	
in	raiment	of	needle-
work:	the	virgins,	her	
companions	that	follow	
her,	shall	be	brought	
unto	thee.	With	gladness	
and	rejoicing	shall	they	
be	brought:	they	shall	
enter	into	the	King’s	
palace”	[Psalm	45:	
13-15].	
Only	from	such	a	person	
as	Mary	could	God	take	
Ylesh—the	perfect	hu-
man	nature	of	our	Lord,	
Jesus	Christ.	We	call	her	

sinless,	even	immaculate.	
By	these	words	we	mean	that	she	
committed	no	personal	sin.	We	re-
ject,	however,	the	idea	of	an	immac-
ulate	conception,	or	any	approach	
to	the	Theotokos	which	would	dis-
tinguish	her	radically	from	the	en-
tire	race	of	mortals,	making	her	
something	other	than	human.	We	
also	call	her	ever-virgin,	because	in	
spite	of	attempts	to	prove	other-
wise,	it	has	never	been	demonstrat-
ed	that	she	had	children	other	than	
Jesus,	nor	had	she	sexual	relations	
with	any	man.	
Mary	has	a	place	of	high	honor	in	
Christian	Tradition.	She	is	referred	
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Parish activities… 
Scholarship Fund Support:
Support our Scholarship Fund is 
through Amazon Smile. Remem-
ber, always start at smile.amazon.-
com and Amazon will donate 0.5% 
of the price of your eligible Ama- zonSmile pur-
chases. Select “Serbian Orthodox Church of St Peter” as 
your charity.  It is very simple and easy!

Also, remember that you can donate directly to the 
Scholarship Fund at any time.  All donations are great-
ly appreciated!

eScrip: Sign-up and start earning money for our Schol-
arship fund with eScrip! Go to escrip.com/where-

toearn, choose your favorite store(s), and complete reg-
istration to start earning for St. Peter Serbian Orthodox 
Church.

Food Drive Update: 
Many Thanks to all who participated in our annual 
Thanksgiving Food Drive which concluded last week! 
 Last Sunday after Liturgy the food and cash donations 
were delivered to Evangel Home near downtown 
Fresno.  Evangel Home is a Christian ministry for 
mothers with young children who are recovering from 
drug addictions and substance abuse and are able to 
receive therapy and counseling with the goal of becom-
ing employed and providing for their children and 
themselves.  Evangel Home is a wonderful organiza-
tion in our community truly worthy of your gifts! 
 Thank you!

to	as	being	“more	honorable	than	
the	cherubim	and	more	glorious	
without	compare	than	the	
seraphim.”	She	is	called	Theotokos,	
or	God-bearer.	She	is	even	known	as	
the	Mother	of	God,	for	the	One	to	
Whom	she	gave	birth	is	God,	but	
unites	perfectly	within	Himself	His	
own	divine	nature	and	our	human	
nature	as	well,	identifying	Himself	
completely	with	the	whole	race	of	
mortals.	During	the	feast	of	the	Pre-
sentation	much	is	made	of	the	Vir-
gin	as	the	abode	of	God,	the	one	
who	enters	the	Holy	of	Holies	to	
become	herself	the	Tabernacle	of	
the	Righteous	One.	
The	veneration	of	the	Theotokos,	
the	high	honor	given	her	in	the	
Church,	is	a	fulYillment	of	the	
prophetic	words	that	she	herself	
spoke:	“My	soul	doth	magnify	the	
Lord,	and	my	spirit	hath	rejoiced	in	
God	my	Savior;	for	He	hath	regard-
ed	the	low	estate	of	His	handmaid-
en;	for	behold	from	henceforth	all	
generations	shall	call	me	
blessed”	[Luke	1:	46-48].	
The	angel	Gabriel	had	addressed	
her	in	these	words:	“Hail,	thou	who	
art	full	of	grace,	the	Lord	is	with	
thee:	blessed	art	thou	among	
women”	[Luke	1:28].	The	woman	

who	called	out	from	the	crowd	in	
the	Gospel	lesson	read	at	all	major	
feasts	of	the	Theotokos,	“Blessed	is	
the	womb	that	bare	thee,”	was	an-
swered	by	our	Lord,	“Yea	rather,	
blessed	are	they	that	hear	the	word	
of	God	and	keep	it”	[Luke	11:	
27-28].	Mary	is	considered	to	be	the	
person,	par	excellence,	who	heard	
the	word	of	God	and	kept	it.	
The	consequences	of	denying	the	
Theotokos	her	rightful	place	in	the	
life	of	Christians	are	more	serious	
than	one	may	think,	unless	he	con-
siders	all	its	implications.	The	
Church’s	theology	insists	upon	the	
two	perfect	natures	of	Christ;	He	is	
both	fully	God	and	fully	Man.	The	
Virgin	Mary	was	the	perfect	human	
being	from	whom	Christ’s	human	
nature	was	taken.	Man’s	redemp-
tion	was	made	possible	through	the	
union	of	God	and	man	in	Christ,	and	
it	is	over	the	very	fundamental	
question	of	the	personality	of	Christ	
that	the	Church	throughout	its	his-
tory	has	had	to	wage	its	bitterest	
battles.	In	fact,	the	main	work	of	the	
Third	Ecumenical	Council	(Ephesus	
431	AD)	was	to	combat	Nestorian-
ism,	a	heresy	which	denied	Mary	
the	title,	Theotokos.	At	least	partial-
ly,	as	a	result	of	this	Yifth	century	
controversy,	the	very	speciYic	Greek	

term	for	Christ’s	mother	is	used	un-
translated	in	Orthodox	Church	ser-
vices	to	this	day.	To	this	one	title	is	
ascribed	great	importance,	because	
in	a	very	speciYic	way	it	bears	wit-
ness	to	the	salvation	given	to	us	in	
Christ.	
De-emphasis	of	the	sinlessness	of	
Christ’s	mother,	insistence	upon	her	
having	other	children	by	Joseph,	
and	failure	to	remember	her	part	in	
the	history	of	the	salvation	of	
mankind,	have	contributed	to	a	
general	misunderstanding	of	the	
Incarnation	in	all	its	fullness	and	
power.	These	are	but	preliminary	
steps	towards	a	denial	of	the	virgin	
birth,	and	with	it	the	divinity	of	
Christ,	the	Holy	Trinity,	and	so	on.	
Thus,	this	feast	of	the	Presentation	
(Entrance)	of	the	Theotokos	stands	
at	the	beginning	of	the	season	in	
which	we	commemorate	the	Incar-
nation,	the	intervention	of	God	in	
time	and	history.	We	rightly	bestow	
honor,	homage	and	veneration	to	
the	one	that	gave	birth	to	God	the	
Word,	for	the	salvation	of	the	world.	
Archbishop Dmitri [Royster] served as 
ruling bishop of the Orthodox Church in 
America’s Diocese of the South from 1978 
until his retirement in 2009.  He fell asleep in 
the Lord on August 28, 2011.
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https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=BKM94FC3JWEU&K=A1MM2AG9FIQWDS&R=Z5LHT5YUJIRY&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fref%3Dpe_830720_136174660_smi_em_we2_l1_smi&A=2HH0JXYI1R9MBK2UQOF9Y44JOV0A&H=TKAQAMYYIH5PBOYVFBAZNLU7NDSA&ref_=pe_830720_136174660_smi_em_we2_l1_smi
https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=BKM94FC3JWEU&K=A1MM2AG9FIQWDS&R=Z5LHT5YUJIRY&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fref%3Dpe_830720_136174660_smi_em_we2_l1_smi&A=2HH0JXYI1R9MBK2UQOF9Y44JOV0A&H=TKAQAMYYIH5PBOYVFBAZNLU7NDSA&ref_=pe_830720_136174660_smi_em_we2_l1_smi
http://marketing.escrip.com/rd/9z1zrm3os3ra1ot1e0k5mbb3650s35l3tig33kbdo8g
http://marketing.escrip.com/rd/9z1zrm3os3ra1ot1e0k5mbb3650s35l3tig33kbdo8g
https://www.oca.org/in-memoriam/his-eminence-archbishop-dmitri
https://www.oca.org/in-memoriam/his-eminence-archbishop-dmitri
https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=BKM94FC3JWEU&K=A1MM2AG9FIQWDS&R=Z5LHT5YUJIRY&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fref%3Dpe_830720_136174660_smi_em_we2_l1_smi&A=2HH0JXYI1R9MBK2UQOF9Y44JOV0A&H=TKAQAMYYIH5PBOYVFBAZNLU7NDSA&ref_=pe_830720_136174660_smi_em_we2_l1_smi
https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=BKM94FC3JWEU&K=A1MM2AG9FIQWDS&R=Z5LHT5YUJIRY&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fref%3Dpe_830720_136174660_smi_em_we2_l1_smi&A=2HH0JXYI1R9MBK2UQOF9Y44JOV0A&H=TKAQAMYYIH5PBOYVFBAZNLU7NDSA&ref_=pe_830720_136174660_smi_em_we2_l1_smi
http://marketing.escrip.com/rd/9z1zrm3os3ra1ot1e0k5mbb3650s35l3tig33kbdo8g
http://marketing.escrip.com/rd/9z1zrm3os3ra1ot1e0k5mbb3650s35l3tig33kbdo8g
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Monthly Youth Activity…  
On either the 3rd or 4th Sunday of the each month we will be holding our youth 
activity:  “Coffee Hour with Father George”.  All teenagers (13 and up) are wel-
come to participate.  After you get your plate filled with food at coffee hour, go 
over to the conference room next to Father George’s office with all of the other 

teens, to eat and visit. The next Coffee Hour with Father George will be on De-
cember 29!

Annual	Assembly	2019:		
All	Pledged	Stewards	are	encouraged	to	attend	the	Annual	Assembly	of	Saint	Peter	the	Apostle	Serbian	
Orthodox	Church	on	Sunday,	December	8,	2019	at	12:30	p.m.	in	the	Social	Hall.			
If	a	pledged	steward	would	like	to	serve	on	the	2020	Parish	Council	or	any	of	the	other	elected	ofYices	
(Tutor,	auditor)	please	see	Mike	Castro	or	Father	George.		A	vacancy	on	the	Parish	Council	that	needs	
to	be	<illed	is	the	Treasurer.		Parishioners	who	are	interested	in	this	position	on	the	council,	please	see	
Father	George	for	information	on	the	responsibilities	of	this	important	position.		We	look	forward	to	seeing	
you	at	the	meeting—please	mark	your	calendar	for	Sunday,	December	8!

Church School Nativity Program and St. Nicholas Day Party   
On	Sunday,	December	22	 the	 church	 school	will	 hold	 the	annual	Nativity	Program	
and	St.	Nicholas	Day	festivities	during	coffee	hour.	 	There	will	be	treats	and	lots	of	
fun	for	kids	of	all	ages.		So	plan	to	attend!	

Attention	parents!		Anastacia	Cooper	will	be	directing	this	years	Nativity	Play	and	
we	would	love	to	have	all	of	our	children	participate.		She	will	be	meeting	with	the	
children	during	church	school	and	with	the	parents	during	coffee	hour	and	your	
help	with	various	aspects	of	organizing	the	play	will	be	appreciated!

Coffee Hour Schedule:
It is time to start planning our 
Sunday Coffee Hour schedule 
for 2020. We thank everyone 
who participated during the 
past year in this wonderful fel-
lowship ministry! Coffee Hour is an 
opportunity for us to welcome and 
greet visitors who attend Liturgy and for parishioners 
to be able to socialize with one another. We are plan-
ning the schedule for the coming year and if you have 
a date that you would prefer please contact Francine 
Contreras at 559) 709-9883 or by email at fdc02@at-
t.net. Otherwise you will be scheduled during the 
same month as last year. If you have never sponsored 
and prepared a coffee hour or are new to the parish 
please consider becoming a coffee hour sponsor in 
2020 by contacting Francine!

Please Note: We also need to add volunteers to our 
three major parish luncheon committees. We have 
chairpersons for the committees but they will need 
extra volunteers!  They are: St. Sava on January 26; 
Pascha Luncheon on April 19; Petrovdan Luncheon 
on July 12.  Please let Francine or Father George know 
if you can help on any of these committees.  It will be 
greatly appreciated!

Friendly reminder...
We remind everyone to send in the balance of your 
pledge commitment for 2019. You can contact financial 
secretary Anne Mikitish at (816) 956-1782 or by email: 
amikitish@gmail.com to check on your 2019 balance. 
2019 donation statements will only be mailed out by 
request. Contact Anne if you would like to receive a 
copy for income tax purposes.
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December Altar Servers, Epistle 
Readers & Tutors Schedule:

Epistle:
December 1 & 29 Jacob Owens
December 8 Charyce Hatler
December 15 Jonathan Hart
December 22 Joseph AlsobrookTeam 1

December 1, 15 & 29
Braeden Epperson
Mason Epperson
Joseph Hart
Brian Contreras
Caspian Wesseler

Team 2
December 8 & 22
Luke Alsobrook
Caleb Alsobrook
Lance Vukajović
Nickolas Vukajlović
Jonah Pruse

Tutors:
December 1 & 29  Jim Ward / Charyce Hatler
December 8 Andrej Romanenko/Tim Penny
December 15 Jonathan Hart/Timothy McAtee
December 22 Mike Castro/Jim Ward

Stewardship 2020 … 

All households in the parish should have received our stewardship mailer along with a pledge card.  If you did not 
receive this mailer please contact the church office at stpeter@me.com or pick one up a the candle counter in the 
narthex.  We thank the following parishioners listed who have submitted their pledge commitment for 2020.  
Thank you and God bless you!

Angelich, Olga
Bahn, Marilyn
Baird, Travis/ Marie
Brickey, Gabe / Mika
Brooks, Alisa Rakich/ Raymond
Castro, Michael / Annabelle
Chaplain, Maura
Clemensen, Wayne/Lisa
Coffeen, Vera
Contreras, Alexander/Francine
Cucuk, Barbara
De Fehr, Vera
Dublin, Antonina
Duran, Jesus/Yvonne
Foley, John/Heidi
Granado, Olga
Hart, Jonathon/Deborah

Hatler, Charyce
Klingel, Friedhelm/Tatiana
Marinovich, Branko / Linda
Matthews, Dn. Brad/Peggy
May, Lyudmyla/Edison
McAtee, Randy/Janice
McAtee, Timothy
Mikitish, Anne
Miller, Eric/Yoly
Milovich, Robert
Norwood, Terilyn
Owens, Greg
Owens, Jacob
Oxford, Tom/Lynn
Pestich Smith, Angela
Pestorich, Mike / Dona
Pestorich, Vera

Radoicich, Frances
Ristić, Branka
Salata, Greg/Noël
Sidel, Natalie
Sidel, Sandra
Skochko, Steve/Allison
Smith, Cassidy
Smith, Terrance/Stacy (Batrich)
Spolsdoff, Jim/Ala
Stanovich-Creech, Vera
Stijovic, Mima
Tarailo, Zorka
Thomas, Shirley
Ward, Jim/Svetlana
Wesseler, Dn. Joseph/Stacia
Woolley, Marjorie

A GOOD HARVEST FOR ETERNAL LIFE 
... Only by giving/sowing will we ever be able to reap a harvest, only by planting the seed will the seed grow 
and produce even more fruit. If we hold on to our seeds—to the blessings we have received and harvested— 
they can never grow and produce more. It is only in sowing the seed—giving it away, that it produces a har-
vest. In sowing seed, you get back more than you ever give. If you hold on to the seed, it will not produce a 
harvest, and will in fact die/become worthless. When we sow/plant our seed, only then can it produce fruit. 
All of the blessings we receive rightly belong to God, we offer Him only a percentage of what is rightfully 
his...Pray about your giving... As it says in Deuteronomy 16:17, “Each of you must bring a gift in proportion 
to the way the Lord your God has blessed you.” Our ancestors responded to the Lord’s command by tithing. 
Throughout my entire adult life, I have given the tithe to the church. I have never lacked any good thing, and 
indeed God has richly and abundantly blessed us and provided for our every need. As we are taught in 
Proverbs (3:9-10): “Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the first fruits of all your crops; then your barns 
will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine.” —Father Theodore Bobosh

mailto:stpeter@me.com
mailto:stpeter@me.com
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Parish Directory
Contact Information: 
Phone:  (559) 227-5565 
Email: stpeter@me.com 
Website: www.stpeterfresno.com 

Parish Clergy: 
V. Rev. George Gligich  (559) 696-7015

Protodeacon Brad Matthews (Retired)

Deacon Joseph Wesseler (559) 936-6838


Choir Director: 
Peggy Matthews  (559) 960-2151


Parish Council: 
Jim Ward (559) 977-0793


Church School: 
Lamia Epperson (559) 430-9186


Circle of Sisters: 
Stacy Batrich Smith (559) 790-4073


Men’s Club: 
Dushan Spadier (559) 260-3700


Worship Services: 
Saturday Vespers at 5:00 p.m.
Confessions on Saturdays after vespers or 
during the week by appointment.

Sunday Matins at 8:30 a.m.

Sunday Divine Liturgy at 9:30 a.m.
Church School on Sundays from September 
through May following Holy Communion.

Weeknight Vespers at 7:00 p.m.

Weekday Liturgy (Holy Days) 
at 9:00 a.m.

Matins 8:30 AM

Divine Liturgy 9:30 AM

Parish Annual Assembly at 

12:00 PM

Matins 8:30 AM

Divine Liturgy 9:30 AM

Matins 8:30 AM

Divine Liturgy 9:30 AM

Nativity Play/ St. Nicholas 

Party

Matins 8:30 AM

Divine Liturgy 9:30 AM

Catechism Class 3;00 PM

Vespers 5:00 PM

Catechism Class 3;00 PM

Vespers 5:00 PM

Catechism Class 3;00 PM

Vespers 5:00 PM

Vespers 5:00 PM

Catechism Class 10:30 AM

6th Hour Prayers 12:00 PM

Catechism Class 10:30 AM

6th Hour Prayers 12:00 PM

Vespers 7:00 PM

Trail Life 6:30 PM

Matins 8:30 AM

Divine Liturgy 9:30 AM

Circle of Sisters 12:30 PM

Vespers 7:00 PM

Liturgy 9:00 AM

Trail Life 6:30 PM

Liturgy at 9:00 am

Trail Life 6:30 PM

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

3130

282726252423

212019181716

14131211109

7654321

8

15

22

29

St. Nicholas 

Nativty of the 
Theotokosl 

Holy Forefathers 

mailto:stpeter@me.com
http://www.stpeterfresno.com
mailto:stpeter@me.com
http://www.stpeterfresno.com
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