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VBS 9:00 AM - Noon

Vespers 7:00 PM
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Liturgy - 10:00 AM
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Church Meeting - Noon

Liturgy / C.S. 10:00 AM
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gDebra Lombard

Church School Opening Day!
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Vespers 5:00 PM

Vespers 7:00 PM
Liturgy 9:00 AM

6th Hour Prayers - Noon

6th Hour Prayers - Noon
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Liturgy 9:00 AM

Liturgy 9:00 AM

Vespers 7:00 PM

Elevation of 

the Cross

Labor Day 

Nativity of the 
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Beheading of 

St. John

Diocese Days Weekend

St. Steven's Cathedral in Alhambra

“REDEEMING THE 
TIME...” 

The Epistle to the Ephesians 5: 15-16 

 
    The Apostle Paul writes regarding time that we walk circumspectly “Redeeming the time, because the days are evil...” Thus he concisely said... the days are evil, life is short, and that is something we need to remember, to feel to the depths of our hearts, and to understand how precious is the time allotted to us. Some people think that reflection on the swift passage of time is to contemplate something sad, something that drives us towards anguish and gloomy thoughts. But it is not at all like that. To the contrary, every minute brings us closer to eternity, and asks us, “What have you done [to prepare] for 
that?” 

The Apostle Paul writes regarding time that we walk 
circumspectly “Redeeming the time, because the days 
are evil...” Thus he concisely said... the days are evil, 
life is short, and that is something we need to remem-
ber, to feel to the depths of our hearts, and to under-
stand how precious is the time allotted to us. Some 
people think that reflection on the swift passage of time 
is to contemplate something sad, something that drives 
us towards anguish and gloomy thoughts. But it is not 
at all like that. To the contrary, every minute brings us 
closer to eternity, and asks us, “What have you done [to 
prepare] for that?” 

After all, we are but guests here on this earth. We are 
guests for a brief span of time, a very brief period that 
comes out of a mystery and departs into a mystery. But 
the Lord reveals to us that this brief life is of great sig-
nificance for us, for it is the school of eternity in which 
our person, our conscience, all within us that is Divine, 
grows and becomes educated. 

How frightening it is for someone who has wasted his 
time, spent it on an abyss of trivialities, on miserable, 
insignificant things. He turns around only to find that 
his life has already passed, spent in petty concerns, 
empty fruitless chatter, in things perhaps not even 
worth contemplating. Time passes. 

Time cannot be turned back for even a second, and that 
is why the Apostle implores us to redeem the time, not 
waste it, not spend it on idle words and needless works. 
Remember: every minute is precious. Any hour may 
cost a person life eternal. When we think about this, we 
treat life, our responsibilities, our efforts, and every-
thing around us differently. We take more care, know-
ing that today or tomorrow we can be called to account. 
Just imagine: today, tomorrow, we may all perish. Half 
of us, bent over with serious illnesses, are already mov-
ing toward life’s end. The rest of us can die at any mo-
ment. 

Once again, I repeat: thinking about proper life, about 
responsibility, reflecting on what we bring with us 
when we present ourselves, what we have managed to 
be able to do in this life with what our conscience, our 
duty demanded of us—is no cause for despondency. 
How beautiful, how really fulfilled life becomes when 
you feel a sense of responsibility. Remaining mindful of 
what is to come for us should serve to encourage and 
strengthen us, keeping us from weakening, becoming 

Daily Prayer to Nour-
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undisciplined, falling into despondency, idleness, pet-
tiness, and utter insignificance. This is why in days of 
old it was the custom to keep a human skull as a re-
minder of death, in one’s home; people would even 
add a sign saying “Memento moiré!” — “Reminder of 
death!” Remember, so as to live properly, self-collect-
edly, cognizant of all, to live in love, in labors, in un-
derstanding that this is all given to us but for a short 
time. 

How many stones there are scattered about! Millions, 
billions, and we tread upon them without even notic-
ing them. Yet gold is collected in tiny grains, and one 
gram of gold costs an enormous amount of money, as 
a single grain is not enough. So here, we also have 
time, which just like gold, is something precious. 
Therefore, let each of you keep to a firm rule that we 
treat it reverently. If we work, work, if we pray, pray, if 
we rest, rest. But nothing should be done senselessly, 
stupidly. 

“To kill time” is a frightening expression. The words 
are correct, but also frightening, for time is life. And if 
we kill time, if we waste it, we kill our own life. Let us 
test ourselves, think, try to see that nothing ever tran-
spires in vain, in idleness, in futility, in mediocrity. 

And finally: when the Apostle tells us, “Redeem the 
time, for the days are evil,” the words should teach us 

to distinguish what is the main thing in life, what is 
the most important, from what is less important. The 
main thing is what makes us people, what we will car-
ry over to the other side, the characteristics which re-
main with us when we are old, decrepit, dead in body 
but eternal in soul. The main things are that which 
each of us collects as a treasure in this our life. All of 
the rest but serves that end. We eat, we clothe our-
selves, we work—all in order to support life, so that 
the spirit might grow, for without that goal, how are 
we any different from any animal or tree that takes 
nourishment, grows, and multiplies? 

So, redeem the time for the sake of your soul, and in 
your life, treat it as a great gift from God. I know sev-
eral people who were gravely ill, and then found that 
the Lord had granted them additional time. How they 
treasured it, how they were thankful to God for allow-
ing them another year, two years, or some other inde-
terminate span. It was then that they were sharply 
aware of time, as one should be. So why should we 
wait for some grave danger or sickness? How much 
better to hearken today to the Apostle’s words, “Re-
deem the time, for the days are evil.” 

Parish Life, January 2020 
Russian Orthodox Cathedral of St John the Baptist, Washington, 

DC.

Daily Prayer To 
Nourish The Soul  
The	following	essay,	by	Hieromonk	Herman	
of	St.	Tikhon’s	Monastery	in	Pennsylvania,	is	
from	the	forward	to	the	newly	published	St.	
Tikhon’s	“Orthodox	Christian	Prayers”		

The Lord’s Prayer puts on our 
lips a petition for “daily bread.” 
With these words, we ask God to 
grant us not only the food that 
sustains our body but, what is 
more essential, the nourishment 
that sustains our soul. “My food 
is to do the will of Him Who sent 
Me,” declared the Lord, and, 
during His incarnate life on 
earth, His communion with the 
Father was constantly expressed 
through the activity of prayer. 
“And it came to pass, as He was 
alone praying...” Lk. 9:18). “And 
as He prayed, the fashion of His 
countenance was altered...” (Lk. 

9:29). “But I have prayed for 
thee, that thy faith fail 
not...” (Lk. 22:32). “And being in 
an agony He prayed more 
earnestly: and His sweat was as 
it were great drops of blood fall-
ing down to the ground” (Lk. 
22:44).  

As disciples of Christ and His 
imitators, Orthodox Christians 
pray together at church, offering 
the services of Vespers, Matins, 
the Hours, and above all the Di-
vine Liturgy. We may also pray 
in small groups outside of 
church, with our family or 
friends. But we also pray, each 
of us, in the secrecy of our room, 
in the presence of the God who 
“sees in secret” (Matt. 6:4). 
While corporate prayer might 
take place no more than two or 
three times a week, private 
prayer must be our daily bread: 
a daily response to the hunger 

not of our stomach but of our 
heart.  

Such a daily commitment is 
made easier by aids appropriate 
to the task. Those who cook 
every day may often consult a 
cookbook: with its recipes at 
hand, they are not left to their 
own devices every time they en-
ter the kitchen. Likewise, some-
one who prays every day will of-
ten use a prayer book. It lifts 
from our shoulders the weight of 
inventing our own prayers each 
time we come before our icons. 
And while this is a practical con-
venience, it is also a spring of 
grace welling up from deep with-
in Holy Church. By using the 
prayers of holy and faithful 
Christians who have gone before 
us, we are entering into a living 
stream of tradition by which we 
sail towards paradise. 

...in prayer there is much free-
dom! But not to the neglect of 
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discipline. The daily commit-
ment of a stable rule of prayer is 
vital.  But the prayer rule—and 
any additional prayer beyond 
the rule, as strength allows and 
as God gives—is not dictated by 
printed prayer books, but by an 
Orthodox Christian’s conscience 
and any due consultation with a 
father confessor or spiritual 
guide. “You fit the [rule of 
prayer] to the man,” instructs 
the contemporary Moldovan el-
der, Fr. Selafil. “Let them read 
from the Psalter, from the Para-
clesis to the Mother of God, the 
akathists, because there are 
many. Read the Canon of the 
Savior, read from the saints. In 
short, read whatever you can.”  

And the broad witness of the 
saints and fathers bears this 
out. Papa-Dimitri Gagastathis 
had one rule that he called “af-
ter the order of Melchizedek,” 
while St. Justin (Popovich) fol-
lowed a different rule, as did St. 
Ambrose of Optina. Athanasius 
of Gregoriou [on Mount Athos] 

was noted for his love of the 
Akathist to the Most Holy 
Theotokos, while St. Callinicus 
of Cernica was known for recit-
ing the Akathist to St. Nicholas 
daily. So while we seek inspira-
tion from the saints and guid-
ance from print- ed prayer 
books, there is no one rule to 
which we must aspire, unless 
that rule be St. Paul’s: “Pray 
without ceasing” (1 Thess. 5:17).  

Moreover, out daily prayer con-
sists not just of the prayers of 
the prayer book, but the reading 
of Scripture, especially the 
Psalter and the Gospels: the 
practice of the Jesus Prayer and 
other short prayers; and pros-
trations— and all of this in 
proper measure. These elements 
are the foundation; the prayers 
and the canons [poetic hymns] 
and akathists...are building-
blocks; and in all things, the 
Cross is the crane: let us sign 
ourselves with it always. ” 
...far more important than which 
prayers we pray is how we pray. 

The inner disposition of the 
heart is both the means to effec-
tive prayer and its true goal. “A 
broken and humbled heart God 
will not despise,” says King 
David (Ps. 50:17), and St. Ig-
natius Brianchaninov writes 
that “the essence of the work of 
prayer consists not in the quan-
tity of the prayers read but in 
reading such prayers as are read 
with attention and with sympa-
thy of heart.” For this reason, 
authentic Christian prayer is 
possible only if our life is 
marked by obedience to the 
Lord’s commandments and by 
repentance as soon as we fail to 
keep them. Or, as Archiman-
drite John Krestiankin wrote, 
“You must not forget that we are 
not saved by prayer rules, but by 
our willingness at every moment 
to fulfill God’s will instead of our 
own. Hence we can well make 
our own the prayer of Abba Pal-
ladius: “Cleanse me, O Lord, 
from my secret sins, that I be 
not disappointed in my prayer.

St. Basil the Great 
Polemicist 
Feastday on January 14

by Fr. Lawrence Farley 

It is easy looking back at St. 
Basil and his patristic compatri-
ots from such a distance to forget 
that they too lived in times of 
struggle and uncertainty.  As we 
look back at the fourth century 
we can view it as the beginning 
of Byzantium, the start of a long 
stretch of glorious Christian as-
cendency, and we somehow as-
sume that they knew at the time 
that they were riding what was 
destined to be a long wave.  It 
was not true actually.  In the 
fourth century paganism was 
alive and well in the public life, 
and a number of Christians at 

that time thought their new-
found ascendency was too good 
to last.  The hostility of the pa-
gan emperor Julian seemed for a 
while to prove to fourth century 
Christians that their time of as-
cendency was about to blow 
over.  Much of the well-heeled 
and well-connected upper crust 
was still profoundly committed 

to the old ways, and paganism 
was still good and strong, as was 
heresy.  The struggle against 
Arianism was far from over, and 
even after the Council of Nicea 
in 325 Arian teaching was still a 
threat.  And then there was the 
heresy of Macedonianism—a 
kind of “Arianism: the Sequel”, 
which though giving lip-service 
to the divinity of the Son denied 
the divinity of the Spirit.  St. 
Basil lived in a tumultuous time, 
a time when the truth was under 
siege and needed defending. 
He was up to the task.  Both in 
his ecclesiastical politicking and 
his literary productions, he con-
tended for the truth, fighting on 
two fronts against both pagans 
and heretics.  We see the traces 
of this struggle in the anaphora 
ascribed to him, served every 
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Parish activities… 
Scholarship Fund Support:
Support our Scholarship Fund is 
through Amazon Smile. Remember, 
always start at smile.amazon.com and Amazon 
will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible Amazon-
Smile purchases. Select “Serbian Orthodox Church of 
St Peter” as your charity.  It is very simple and easy!

Also, remember that you can donate directly to the 
Scholarship Fund at any time.  All donations are great-
ly appreciated!

eScrip: Sign-up and start earning money for our Schol-
arship fund with eScrip! Go to escrip.com/where-
toearn, choose your favorite store(s), and complete reg-

istration to start earning for St. Peter Serbian Orthodox 
Church.

Annual Assembly…
Our Annual Assembly was held on Sunday, December 
8, 2019. There were 43 Stewards in attendance. Fr. 
George, the Parish Council officers, committee chair-
persons and the parish auxiliary organizations, pre-
sented reports. The budget for 2020 was also approved.

Elected to serve in 2020 are:
President: Jim Ward
1st Vice-president: Jacob Owens
2nd Vice-president: Ken Pruse
Recording Secretary: Charyce Hatler
Treasurer: Shirley Thomas
Financial Secretary: Anne Mikitish
Members-at-large: Anthony Olivo, Michael Castro, 

Sunday of Great Lent.  Now that 
the smoke of battle has long 
since cleared away, we can miss 
how polemical and even 
provocative some of his phrases 
were.  But in his day, Basil was 
fighting for the truth even as he 
praised God in the Eucharistic 
consecration. 

Take for example the opening 
thanksgiving of his anaphora:  
“O existing one, Master, Lord 
God, Father almighty and wor-
thy of adoration!  It is truly 
meet and right and befitting the 
magnificence of Your holiness to 
praise You, to sing to You, and 
bless You, to worship You to 
give thanks to You, to glorify 
You”—and wait for it—“the only 
truly existing God”.  According 
to this prayer, the Christian de-
ity was “the only truly existing 
God”—all the pagan deities were 
non-existent, idols, vanities, 
demons.  No devout pagan at 
the time somehow overhearing 
the prayer could miss the litur-
gical slap. 

And to take another example:  
as one of His saving acts Christ 
“gave us commandments of sal-

vation, releasing us from the 
delusions of idolatry”.  For St. 
Basil the venerable pagan wor-
ship of the old gods was not 
piety, as they claimed, but mere 
idolatry.  Or again, from the end 
of the anaphora:  “Prevent 
schisms among the churches; 
pacify the ragings of the pagans; 
quickly destroy the uprisings of 
heresies by the power of Your 
Holy Spirit”.  People got the 
point, as they would today if we 
paraphrased and prayed, “pacify 
the ragings of the secularists, 
quickly destroy the rebellion of 
the theological liberals by the 
power of Your Holy Spirit”.  I 
am of course not suggesting we 
emend the prayer, only that we 
recognize its original polemical 
power. 

For some people today all 
polemics are unfortunate, and 
are equated with quarrelsome-
ness or even with just plain 
spiteful bad manners.  Chris-
tians should not denounce any-
one or anything.  They should be
—well, nice.  They should accen-
tuate the positive and not put 
anybody down.  Be elegant, tol-
erant, ecumenical, and never be 

negative.  The problem with 
such a warm and happy ap-
proach is that no Christian fa-
mous in church history was ever 
like that.  No famous Christian 
was ever reluctant to denounce 
error and trumpet the truth.  At 
the very beginning, St. Paul de-
nounced his adversaries, both 
Jews and heretics, in powerful 
and biting terms.  As did St. 
Athanasius, and (as we have 
seen) St. Basil the Great.  Even 
our beloved St. Herman of Alas-
ka suggested to his Lutheran 
friend Ferdinand von Wrangell 
that “those who have left the 
true Orthodox Church are not 
on the right path”.  (Von 
Wrangell wrote in his diary that 
“this discussion displeased 
me”.)  The fact is that spirited 
defense of the Faith and the 
consequent identification and 
rejection of error is in our eccle-
sial DNA.  Some might call this 
polemics.  St. Jude called it 
“contending for the faith which 
was once for all delivered to the 
saints” (Jude 3).  St. Basil the 
Great agreed with St. Jude.  
Maybe that was why he was 
great.

https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=BKM94FC3JWEU&K=A1MM2AG9FIQWDS&R=Z5LHT5YUJIRY&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fref%3Dpe_830720_136174660_smi_em_we2_l1_smi&A=2HH0JXYI1R9MBK2UQOF9Y44JOV0A&H=TKAQAMYYIH5PBOYVFBAZNLU7NDSA&ref_=pe_830720_136174660_smi_em_we2_l1_smi
http://marketing.escrip.com/rd/9z1zrm3os3ra1ot1e0k5mbb3650s35l3tig33kbdo8g
http://marketing.escrip.com/rd/9z1zrm3os3ra1ot1e0k5mbb3650s35l3tig33kbdo8g
https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=BKM94FC3JWEU&K=A1MM2AG9FIQWDS&R=Z5LHT5YUJIRY&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fref%3Dpe_830720_136174660_smi_em_we2_l1_smi&A=2HH0JXYI1R9MBK2UQOF9Y44JOV0A&H=TKAQAMYYIH5PBOYVFBAZNLU7NDSA&ref_=pe_830720_136174660_smi_em_we2_l1_smi
http://marketing.escrip.com/rd/9z1zrm3os3ra1ot1e0k5mbb3650s35l3tig33kbdo8g
http://marketing.escrip.com/rd/9z1zrm3os3ra1ot1e0k5mbb3650s35l3tig33kbdo8g
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Jason Epperson, Andrej Romanenko
Auditors: Eric Miller, chairperson; Wayne Clemensen, 
Tim Penny.
Tutors: Tim Penny, Andrej Romanenko, Timothy McA-
tee, Jonathan Hart, Jim Ward, Charyce Hatler, Mike 
Castro
Congratulations to our newly elected officers! We encour-
age all parishioners to assist them in their work in the year 
ahead. We also extend our heartfelt gratitude to Mari-
lyn Jurkovich who has served on our Parish Council 
in various positions for over 25 years!  Marilyn felt 
that it was time for her step down from serving on the 
Council and we are appreciative for her love, dedica-
tion and service to our St. Peter Church!  Hvala nam 
Mnoga ja Ljeta! Many thanks also to our stewards that 
stayed and participated in the Annual Assembly! We have 
received confirmation of our annual election from the 
Diocesan Administrative Board and plan to have the Oath 
of Office administered on Sunday, January 12 at the end of 
the Divine Liturgy.  Our first meeting of the Parish Council 
in 2020 will also be on January 12.

Theophany House Blessings: 
The traditional blessing of homes will begin after the Feast 
of the Baptism of our Lord on 
January 19.

If you would like to have 
your home blessed, please 
contact Father George by 
email: stpeter@me.com or 
call him at 696-7015 to 
schedule an appointment.  
When Father arrives, please 
have the following ready: a bowl for holy water, an 
icon of Theophany or of Christ, a candle, and separate 
lists of living and departed loved ones for remem-
brance. Radios, televisions, and other electronic de-
vices should be turned off. Anyone wishing to have 
the house blessed will be accommodated.

We will have the annual blessing of water at the 
Liturgy on the eve of Theophany (Holy Cross Day) 
January 18  at 9:00 and at the Theophany Liturgy on 
January 19 at 9:30 a.m.  Please bring your own clean 
bottles or containers if you wish to take Holy Water 
home.

Extra Help Needed: 
We need to add volunteers to our three major parish 
luncheon committees in 2020. We have chairpersons 

for the committees but they in need of extra volun-
teers!  They luncheon committees are: St. Sava on Jan-
uary 26; Pascha Luncheon on April 19; Petrovdan 
Luncheon on July 12.  Please let Father George know if 
you can help on any of these committees.  It will be 
greatly appreciated!

Friendly reminder...
We remind everyone to send in the balance of your 
pledge commitment for 2019. You can contact financial 
secretary Anne Mikitish at (816) 956-1782 or by email: 
amikitish@gmail.com to check on your 2019 balance. 
2019 donation statements will only be mailed out by 
request. Contact Anne if you would like to receive a 
copy for income tax purposes.

Christmas Eve Fellowship…  
Parishioners are kind-
ly asked to bring a 
Lenten dessert for the 
fellowship following 
the 7:00 PM Vigil Ser-
vice on January 6.  
You may drop off your 
donation in the social hall kitchen prior to entering the 
church for the service.  Thank you!

Christmas Social…
On Tuesday, January 7th following the Liturgy from 
11:30 AM to 2:00 PM we will have our traditional 
parish Christmas celebration.  The main entree of 
roast pork will be provided. Please bring a side dish or 
a dessert to share! Let us know if you will be attend-
ing. Sign-up for what you plan to bring, along with 
the number of people on Sunday's during coffee hour. 
There is no charge for this event. Refreshments will be 
provided for a nominal donation. Please do not bring 
your own alcoholic beverages.

Our Appreciation…
Our thanks to Terrence and Stacy Smith for obtaining 
and donating the beautiful large Poinsettia plants to 
deco- rate our church for Christmas!  They 

also have been tending and water-
ing them to make sure they at 

their best for our Nativity 
celebration.  Thank you and 
God bless you for your 

thoughtfulness and gen-
erosity!

mailto:stpeter@me.com
mailto:stpeter@me.com
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Circle of Sisters 2019 Blessings 
So many positive things have happened in 2019, as the Circle of Sisters wrap up a decade of supporting Saint 
Peter Orthodox Church and our beloved Father George.

With the world being such a busy and crazy place, it has been an honor for us to see the many ways that the Cir-
cle of Sisters have stopped, and taken the time to enhance our church family in so many ways!! Just a few high-
lights of a some of our efforts:

The COS provided festive desserts and fellowship on Orthodox Christmas Eve, Our February Fancy Luncheon 
served over 175 people, and was successful financially, socially and spiritually. This year, you are cordially invited 
to join us by attending and/or decorating a table. We would love to see you on February 22, 2020

COS had a series of 3 Habit Fundraisers that were successful, due to the families and friends that consistently 
came out to have a burger, socialize and support us. You may look forward to more outings, at different restau-

rants. We are busy organizing and hope you will join us!

We were proud to be Gold Sponsors of the very successful Serb Fest 2019 held in June. In July we were once again 
sponsored our children’s annual Vacation Bible School with a $500 donation. In September, we had time to join to-
gether in a lovely evening of wine tasting, food, music and fellowship on the Madera Wine Trail organized by Protinica 
Elena. This was a fun event, we hope to repeat

A beautiful annual Sveta Petka Slava luncheon on October 27 honored our deserving Kuma, Annabelle Castro, and 
founding member Zorka Tarailo. It was well attended and enjoyed by all

One ongoing duty, Coffee Hour, is organized and managed by the COS, and we still have a few dates open

In closing, we thank all of our members and supporters for their kindness and love throughout the year, and we look 
forward to being of service in 2020. We invite you to our share in our Installation prayers and our Luncheon on Jan-
uary 19. More details will follow.

If you would like to join us, or have any thoughts or suggestions, the 2020 COS Board would be delighted to hear from 
you!

With our gratitude and thanks,
Stacy Batrich-Smith, President 
Francine Contreras, Vice President 
Diane Chrisman, Secretary   
Janice McAtee, Financial Secretary
Marilyn Jurkovich, Treasurer

Church School News 
Hey Kids, it's time to get ready for our Church School St. Sava Day Program! 

On Saturday, January 11 we will have our first St. Sava program rehearsal and a bowling 
outing! All Church School students will meet at the Education Building at 1:00 p.m. for 
our St. Sava program rehearsal. At 2:30 we will go bowling at Bowlero Lanes located at 
the Blackstone and Sierra, until 4:00 p.m. There will be no cost for the bowling. Parental 
supervision is needed for the outing. If you cannot go to the bowling lanes, you must 
arrange for your child's transportation and supervision with another family from church. Questions? Call Father George at 
696-7015.
We will also have practice on Saturday, January 25 from 2:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. The St. Sava Program will be on January 26 
beginning with Liturgy at 9:30 a.m. followed by the Luncheon. We will start the Program promptly after lunch!
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      Serbian Orthodox Diocese of Western America, 1621 West Garvey Avenue, Alhambra, California 91803; 
Tel: (626) 289-9061  Fax (626) 284-1484  Email: info@westsrbdio.org  Website: westsrbdio.org 

 
 

ORTHODOX BISHOP OF THE SERBIAN ORTHODOX DIOCESE OF WESTERN AMERICA 
ПРАВОСЛАВНИ ЕПИСКОП ЗАПАДНОАМЕРИЧКИ 

OF THE SERBIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH IN NORTH, CENTRAL, AND SOUTH AMERICA 
 

 
Dear fathers and brothers in Christ, 
 
The Diocese of Western America, with the support of the Trip Designs Travel 
Agency, invites you, with great joy, to join us on a promising journey to the Holy 
Land and the City of God, Holy Sion, the Metropolis of the Old and New Adam, 
and the Old and New Israel. 
 
Guided by local Orthodox bishops and clergy, we will visit places where our Lord 
lived, walked, taught, performed miracles, and where He was crucified and raised 
from the dead. We will take a boat ride on the Sea of Galilee and renew the power 
of Baptism within us at the Jordan River. We will visit the places that witnessed 
the events of such decisive and enduring importance in the history of humanity. 
 
We pray that this journey will provide a deeper understanding of the Holy 
Scriptures by traveling through the lands of the Bible. 
 
With this letter we are informing you and your parishioners about this unique tour 
that will take place in October 2020. We are sending you a brochure with all 
details and contact information so that you may make reservations.  
 
If you have any questions you may call the Diocesan Office or Trip Designs 
Agency at any time.  
 
Diocesan Office: 626.289.9061 // info@westsrbdio.org 
Trip Designs Attention: Milica Obradovic Gajic 
27001 La Paz Road, Suite 412, Mission Viejo, CA 92691 
Phone: 949.752.7128// Fax: 714.362.2308// milica@tripdesigns.com 
 
With hopes and prayers that you will join us in this unique experience, 

 
I remain, 
Yours in Christ, 

 
Maxim, bishop 
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January Altar Servers, Epistle Readers & 
Tutors Schedule:

Epistle:
January 5 Charyce Hatler
January 7 Joseph Alsobrook
January 12 Jonathan Hart
January 19 Jacob Owens
January 26 Joseph Alsobrook

Team 1
January 5 & 19
Braeden Epperson
Mason Epperson
Joseph Hart
Brian Contreras
Caspian Wesseler
Atticus Wesseler

Team 2
January 12 & 26
Luke Alsobrook
Caleb Alsobrook
Lance Vukajović
Nickolas Vukajlović
Jonah Pruse
Seraphim Briggs

Tutors:
January 5   Jim Ward / Charyce Hatler
January 6 & 7   Andrej Romanenko/Tim Penny/ Jim Ward
January 12 Jonathan Hart/Timothy McAtee
January 19 Mike Castro / Charyce Hatler
January 26  Jim Ward / Charyce Hatler

Stewardship 2020 … 

All households in the parish should have received our stewardship mailer along with a pledge card.  If you did not 
receive this mailer please contact the church office at stpeter@me.com or pick one up a the candle counter in the 
narthex.  We thank the following parishioners listed who have submitted their pledge commitment for 2020.  
Thank you and God bless you!

Alsobrook, Scott/Katherine
Angelich, Olga
Bahn, Marilyn
Baird, Travis/ Marie
Brickey, Gabe / Mika
Brooks, Alisa Rakich/ Raymond
Castro, Michael / Annabelle
Chaplain, Maura
Chrisman, George / Diane
Clemensen, Wayne/Lisa
Coffeen, Vera
Contreras, Alexander/Francine
Cucuk, Barbara
De Fehr, Vera
Dobrinen, Elizabeth
Dublin, Antonina
Duran, Jesus/Yvonne
Epperson, Jason / Lamia
Foley, John/Heidi
Gligich, Daniel
Gligich, Fr. George / Elena
Gligich, John
Granado, Olga
Hart, Jonathon/Deborah

Hatler, Charyce
Keves, Laszlo/Valentyna
Klingel, Friedhelm/Tatiana
Livanis, Peter
Lobkowski, Vladimir/Darlene
Marinovich, Branko/Linda
Matthews, Dn. Brad/Peggy
May, Lyudmyla/Edison
McAtee, Randy/Janice
McAtee, Timothy
Mikitish, Anne
Miller, Eric/Yoly
Milovich, Robert
Myovich, Kyle/Niki
Norwood, Terilyn
Owens, Greg
Owens, Jacob
Oxford, Tom/Lynn
Pavlovich, George
Penny, Tim/Nancy
Pestich Smith, Angela
Pestorich, Mark/Kristen
Pestorich, Mike/Dona
Pestorich, Vera

Petrosian, John / Elizaveta
Pruse, Kenneth / Tanya
Radoicich, Frances
Ristić, Branka
Romanenko, Andrej / Carolyn
Salata, Greg/Noël
Sidel, Natalie
Sidel, Sandra
Skochko, Steve/Allison
Smith, Cassidy
Smith, Terrance/Stacy (Batrich)
Spolsdoff, Jim/Ala
Stanovich-Creech, Vera
Stijovic, Mima
Tarailo, Ron/Radmila
Tarailo, Zorka
Thomas, Chase/Danielle
Thomas, Shirley
Vukajlović, Larry
Vukajlović, Mark/Cristina
Ward, Jim/Svetlana
Wesseler, Dn. Joseph/Stacia
Woolley, Marjorie
Zenovich, Vera

From the parish records… 
Chrismation: 
Clinton William Broyles, on December 21, 
2019 

Baptisms: 
Fitzwilliam Robert Demetrios, son of Fr. 
Deacon Joseph and Anastacia Wesseler on 

December 29, 2019. 

Many Years!

mailto:stpeter@me.com
mailto:stpeter@me.com
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Parish Directory
Contact Information: 
Phone:  (559) 227-5565 
Email: stpeter@me.com 
Website: www.stpeterfresno.com 

Parish Clergy: 
V. Rev. George Gligich  (559) 696-7015

Protodeacon Brad Matthews (Retired)

Deacon Joseph Wesseler (559) 936-6838


Choir Director: 
Peggy Matthews  (559) 960-2151


Parish Council: 
Jim Ward (559) 977-0793


Church School: 
Lamia Epperson (559) 430-9186


Circle of Sisters: 
Stacy Batrich Smith (559) 790-4073


Men’s Club: 
Dushan Spadier (559) 260-3700


Worship Services: 
Saturday Vespers at 5:00 p.m.
Confessions on Saturdays after vespers or 
during the week by appointment.

Sunday Matins at 8:30 a.m.

Sunday Divine Liturgy at 9:30 a.m.
Church School on Sundays from September 
through May following Holy Communion.

Weeknight Vespers at 7:00 p.m.

Weekday Liturgy (Holy Days) 
at 9:00 a.m.

JANUARY

29 30 31 1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 1

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Vespers 5:00 PMVespers 5:00 PM

St. Sava program  
practice 3:00 PM
Vespers 5:00 PM

Theophany Eve
Liturgy / Blessing of 
Water 9:00 AM
Vigil 5:00 PM

THEOPHANY
Liturgy / Blessing of 
Water 9:30 AM
COS Luncheon

St. John the Baptist 
Liturgy 9:00 AM

St. Sava program  
practice 1:00 PM
Bowling 2:30
Vespers 5:00 PM

Christmas Eve
Vesperal Liturgy 9:00a
Vigil 7:00 PM / Blessing 
of the Yule Log

CHRISTMAS
Divine Liturgy 9:30 AM
Christmas Social 
following the Liturgy

Protomartyr & 
Archdeacon 
Stephen
Liturgy 9:00 AM

Synaxis of the 
Theotokos 
Liturgy 9:00 AM
NO FAST

Sun. after Theophany
Matins 8:30 AM
Liturgy 9:30 AM
St. Sava Luncheon and 
Program 11:30 AM

Sun. after Nativity
Matins 8:30 AM
Liturgy 9:30 AM
Parish Council 12:30

Holy Fathers
Matins 8:30 AM
Liturgy 9:30 AM

St. Sava, 1st 
Archbishop of 
Serbia 
Liturgy 9:00 AM

Circumcision of the 
Lord / St. Basil
Liturgy 9:00 AM

NO FAST

NO FASTNO FAST

FAST DAYFAST DAY

FAST DAYFAST DAY

Vespers 7:00 PM

NATIVITY FAST UNTIL JANUARY 7

Coffee Hour Schedule
January 5 Hart / May Families
January 12 VACANT: Volunteers Needed!
January 19 VACANT: Volunteers Needed!
January 26 St. Sava Luncheon

mailto:stpeter@me.com
http://www.stpeterfresno.com
mailto:stpeter@me.com
http://www.stpeterfresno.com
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You are invited to spend an enjoyable day with us at our annual  
Saint Sava Day Celebration 

Savindan 
Sunday, January 26 

Liturgy at 9:30 a.m. 
Followed by the blessing of the festal bread, luncheon and program! 

Luncheon donation: Adults $10.00 /17 & under no charge! 

Everyone Welcome! 
Come and support our Church School children!
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