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“When It’s Safe” …
Means Never
Archpriest Geoffrey Korz

A

t every liturgy in the Orthodox Church, just before the singing of
the Nicene Creed,
the priest or the
deacon intones the words,
“The doors! The doors!” This
call dates back to the earliest
times, when the doors of the
church had to be barred shut,
to prevent outsiders (in those
days, Roman soldiers) from
entering the church, witnessing those who confessed the
faith, seizing them, and
killing them.
Being a Christian was not safe.
Centuries later, under the Muslim Turks, Crypto-Christians – those who lived publically as Muslims, but secretly as Orthodox Christians – attended Liturgy in
secret churches, often hidden beneath secret doors in
the floors of their own homes, or in unknown caves. In
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rural villages, Orthodox priests sometimes posed as
Muslim imams just to maintain their cover. If such a
village of Crypto-Christians was discovered, everyone
– from the old people down to the infants – was put to
the sword.
Being a Christian was not safe.
Centuries later, under Communist regimes, faithful
Christians would meet secretly in grey concrete apartment blocks, where priests would baptize for little
ones who had been brought
by their grandmothers,
without the knowledge of
the parents – a legitimate
excuse for the parents to
give to the atheist authorities if the family was ever
caught. In the most severe
Communist regimes, a
handful of faithful would
gather outside a city or
town for a clandestine
nighttime Liturgy, served
by a priest brought in from far away to avoid the prying eyes of local authorities. In all these cases, the faithful knew, if they were found out, the punishment
would be a swift execution, or worse – a slow and
painful death in a concentration camp.
Being a Christian was not safe.
In the last few months, faithful around the world have
experienced the closure of our churches, the prohibi1
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tion of the public celebration of Holy Week, and the
effective ban by bishops and civil authorities in different places on the reception of Holy Communion. In
most places, churches have now reopened (at least in
part).
Yet formal studies and informal observations show
that about one-third of those who regularly attended
holy services at the start of this year have now become
accustomed to staying home on Sundays and feast
days, and have not returned to church.
Perhaps good habits have been broken. Perhaps laziness has set in. Perhaps the lure of Sunday breakfast in
bed has proven seductive.
Yet what has covered all the human laziness and brokenness behind the spiritual falling away is a single
self-deception.
These are the words, “I will return to church when it is
safe again.”
Curiously, one does not hear the same phrase repeated
in relation to the liquor store – i.e. I will return to the
liquor store when it is safe again. Nor does one hear it
applied to the purchase of groceries: grocery stores
seem somehow protected from all sicknesses, and remained so throughout the recent worldwide crisis.
Neither does one hear this phrase when it comes to
the workplace – i.e. I will refrain from making an income, because the risk to my health is too high. I will
return to work when it is safe again.
No, it seems only churches suffer from the unique level of danger – just as they did throughout the earlier

Biblical
Rebellion?
· Fr. Lawrence Farley
Recently the Public Orthodoxy blog
published a post by Rodoljub Kubat,
entitled, Rebellion at the Heart of the
Bible. Usually I would not respond to a
piece referencing a revolt spreading
throughout a land as far away from our
own as Serbia. But given the revolts and
rioting happening here in North America in the name of righteous indignation
and justice, I thought it worth addressing his issue.
Mr. Kubat asserts that to be faithful to
the Biblical tradition, Christians must be
rebels. He asks (rhetorically), “If Christians are silent or approving of injustice,
are they on the path of the Kingdom of
September 2020
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part of this year, making them more risky than public
transport and dollar stores combined.
The truth is, in the current climate of madness, many
Orthodox Christians have not only shifted from realistic medical precaution to social hysteria, they have
also found social hysteria to be a most convenient
cloak for avoiding anything inconvenient or difficult.
Have to visit a relative? Not until it’s safe again.
Have to finish some difficult job? Not until it’s safe
again.
And how about going back to church every Sunday
morning…?
Brethren, attending the holy services of the Orthodox
Church – Sundays or feast days – has never been safer
than it is today. The truth is, however, it has never
been safe to be a Christian.
In the catacombs around Rome rest the remains of
more martyrs for Christ than live in my home city –
over half a million martyrs. Being a Christian and going to church was always a risk for them – and so it
will be for every generation of Christian, unto ages of
ages.
So please, kindly set aside the idea that you will return
to the holy services “when it’s safe”. That day will
never come.
You will either make up your mind to live as a Christian and return to church, or you won’t.
Archpriest Geoffrey Korz is a parish priest in Hamilton, Ontario,
Canada

Heaven? If they rise up against injustice,
then one might call that a rebellion, a
rebellion against injustice.” He further
writes, “Rebellion theology is prophetic
theology. The prophetic movement originated sometimes in the 9th century
B.C. It was essentially a revolt against
social injustices, especially against
abuses of power.” For Mr. Kubat, rebellion against the injustice in our society
is at the heart of the Christian mandate,
and so to refuse to take part in the rebellion constitutes lack of prophetic faithfulness to God.
As examples of such rebellion Mr. Kubat cites the Israelites rebelling against
Egyptian oppression, Jonah rebelling
against God, and Christ’s ministry, especially His word in the Beatitudes,
“Blessed are they which are persecuted
for righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven”. Kubat writes,
“Both the Romans and the Jewish lead-

ers perceive [sic] Christ as a rebel” and
the Church after Him was perceived as
“an anti-social factor, whose members
will not confess [sic] the emperor as
God.” Later, “the monastic movement
and flight to the desert was a rebellion
against a world governed by injustice…
This is especially seen in the example of
St. John Chrysostom, a great theologian
and fighter against injustice.” In Kubat’s view, the Church was (and should
be) rebellious at its core, but later became too entangled with powers of the
world and so proved itself unfaithful to
its divine prophetic mandate.
It is not hard to see that Mr. Kubat has
a point: the Church during its Byzantine
phase of supposed symphonia with the
Empire too often made shameful compromises with Caesar in supporting a
worldly status quo. This is hardly new.
But Kubat’s point is not historical, but
theological: he asserts that we need a
2

M
“theology of rebellion” to “achieve
justice in this world”. In particular he
says that the needed rebellion, having
found no welcome in the church, at
one time “moved to the ‘flower children’…who rightly became icons of
freedom.”
My Google search of Mr. Kubat could
not discover his age, though the picture
of him online showed a man roughly
the age of my own adult children, neither of whom were present when the
flower children made the news, chanted “Make love, not war”, and overdosed in the Haight-Ashbury district of
San Francisco. The flower children
were not icons of freedom, but confused young people in pain, estranged
from their elders, and lost in the disillusioned turbulence of the Viet Nam
years in America. But of course that
was far from Serbia.
Normally rebellions in Serbia would
call forth little comment from me here
in North America. But we seem to be
in the throes of our own home grown
rebellion. We are rioting in the streets,
indulging in violence, and pulling
down statues at will. Like all rebellions,
our own current one seeks justification
for its violence in the injustices perceived in society around us. The injustices may be real. But the problem with
rebellion is that the injustices we perceive can blind us to the injustice inherent in our own violence, and lead us
to feel that our violence is justified because we are building a better world
when we are simply tearing down the
one we have. For anger always blinds
those who embrace it; that is perhaps
why St. James reminded us that the
anger of man does not work the righteousness of God (James 1:20). It is far
too easy for us to imagine that we are
following the mandates of the Kingdom, when we are simply being led by
the spirit of the age. And the problems
attending any violent rebellion should
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not be that hard for us to recognize—
was the Communist Revolution so long
ago?
What is missing in the theology of Mr.
Kubat is an eschatological perspective—to say nothing of sound Biblical
exegesis and historical acumen. In fact
the Israelites did not rebel against
Egyptian oppression, but waited until
Yahweh liberated them. As Moses said,
“Yahweh will fight for you, and you
have only to be still” (Exodus 14:14).
Jonah’s rebellion was not sanctioned by
God, but rebuked and judged by Him
—which was the whole point of the
story of Jonah! Christ did not counsel
rebellion against Rome, but refused to
acquiesce in such rebellion, insisting
that His disciples render to Caesar
what they owed to Caesar, and that His
Kingdom was not of this world. The
monks did not counsel rebellion
against the world, but looked to the age
to come as they withdrew from the
world to devote more time to prayer.
And St. John Chrysostom did not
counsel rebellion either: he rebuked the
Empress for her sins, but never sought
to overthrow the established order—
probably because he had read Romans
13.
It is just here that we arrive at the crux
of the matter. As children of the eschaton and the age to come, our mandate
is not social rebellion and the overthrow of the established order, but witness. The prophets (including Jonah)
witnessed to the truth of God, and left
the judgment (and possible overthrow
of the status quo) to Him. Christ witnessed to the truth of God, saying to
Pilate, “For this I was born, and for this
I have come into the world, to bear
witness to the truth” (John 18:37).
In saying this, Christ gave the Church
its mandate: not to overthrow the established order and substitute a new
order of its own devising, but to wit-

R
ness to the truth, and to demonstrate a
better way. Those who hear and heed
the truth will change the order from
within. If we have political power and
the opportunity to enact godly laws, we
should do so. But ultimately the change
we desire will not come from revolution and rebellion, but from the diffusion of the Gospel. Political change
cannot save us if our hearts remain
unchanged. The flower children
thought rebellion against “The Man”
could save us. They were wrong.
The fundamental issue here is ecclesial:
does the Church belong primarily to
the age to come, or to this age? Are we
strangers and sojourners passing
through this age, witnessing to the
truth, and doing what good we can
while we are here? Or are we citizens
of the world, with a mandate to change
it and make it a better place to live?
The dichotomy, of course, is not absolute: obviously either way we must
strive to work for peace and justice and
help the poor. And either way we set
our hearts on the Kingdom to come.
Nonetheless the choice between two
basic orientations and two fundamental
tasks remains.
Christ does not call us to rebel or promote revolution, but to offer revelation.
It is our message which is revolutionary—and if society does not heed the
message, we may not take up arms to
put our message into effect. Peter tried
to do that in the garden of Gethsemane—and Christ told him to put his
sword back into its sheath (John 18:11).
In so doing He took the sword from the
hand of any of His followers who
would resort to rebellion to establish
the justice which can only come about
through a transformed heart. Rebellion
is not Biblical, and is always wrong. It
seeks a political solution to a spiritual
problem. The true solution was given
to Nicodemus long ago: you must be
born again.

Congratulations to Kyle Richard Cantu!
Kyle is the son of Bert and Patti Cantu and thee grandson of Zorka Tarailo. When he was a little boy he
told his mother that he wanted to be a garbage man or a lawyer. He went to California Lutheran University for his BA degree, and then enrolled at the Santa Clara University Law School, much to his mothers
delight. He interned for sever summers at various law offices, graduating in 2019. He passed the bar
exam early this year and is employed at the Law Offices of McCormick Barstow LLP.
Submitted by Baba Zorka
September 2020
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From the parish records…
Baptisms:
Marisa Beth Tipton, June 28, 2020.
Aniya Nelle Krantz, June 28, 2020
Luciano Carmine Cosentino, June 28, 2020.
Nicholas James Magnuson, June 28, 2020.
Hector Agredano, Jr., July 19, 2020.
Fury Ryan Mancuso, July 19, 2020.
Rowan Theodore Wisar, August 8, 2020
Shirley Yvonne Means, August 9, 2020
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Jonathan William Pritchard, August 9, 2020

Chrismation:
Sebastian Ryan Mellon, June 28, 2020

Many Years!

Funerals:
Olga Angelich, 96, July 8, 2020
Betty Irene Setencich, 93, July 22, 2020

Memory Eternal!

Petrovdan 2020…
On Sunday, July 12, St. Peter the Apostle parish was blessed with the presence of our beloved Hierarch and Father,
Bishop Maxim for Petrovdan. Since 1951 the Serbian Orthodox community in Fresno, California has gathered each
July to celebrate our parish Temple Feast of the Holy, Glorious and All-Praised Leaders of the Apostles, Peter and
Paul. This year was a very joyous and spiritually up-lifting Liturgical gathering, even with the Covid-19 pandemic
restrictions still in place in California. Although we were limited in the church with only 25 percent of capacity,
many more were able to view the livestream of the service in the parish social hall, while still being able to receive
the Holy Eucharist,
Bishop Maxim was greeted at the entrance of the church by parish priest Protopresbyter Stavrofor George Gligich
and parish Deacon Joseph Wesseler. The responses at the Liturgy were beautiful chanted by Deborah Hart and
John Gligich. During his homily Bishop Maxim spoke of importance of St. Peter’s role in recognizing who the Lord
was, and that it was not merely he himself who understood the Lord’s identity, but the Holy Spirit who inspired
Peter, along with Apostle Paul and his mission in the church to the Gentiles. At the end of the Liturgy, we held the
traditional blessing of the Slavski Kolac and Zito which were lovingly prepared by parishioner Alisa Rakich-Brooks.
Alisa is the author of a wonderful series of Children’s books on creation which are published by our diocesan St.
Sebastian Press.
At the conclusion of the Liturgy a presentation was made for our Parish 2020 Scholarship Awards. This year’s recipients of $1000.00 each were Larissa Duran and Stephanie Miller. Both girls were outstanding scholars and active
participants in our parish church school and youth programs, our St. Sava Camp in Jackson and currently are
members of our St. Peter Choir. Congratulations to both of these young ladies!
Even though we were unable to continue on with our traditional Slava festivities, we are very grateful to Bishop
Maxim for traveling to be with us to lead our patronal Feast Day celebration as we gathered in joy and thanksgiving to God and for the intercession and protection of the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul on our parish community!

September 2020
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Parish activities…
2020 Opportunity Drawing! Remember to send in your Opportunity
Drawing tickets to the church along with your donation of $25 per ticket
before October 25. If you would like to purchase more tickets or need extra to sell to your family and friends please see Father George or contact Stacy Batrich-Smith at stacybatrichsmith@att.net

Thank you to the following parishioners and friends who have generously
donated to our Church painting appeal…
DeFehr, Vern & Vera

Church Painting Fundraising Appeal
Dear Parishioners and Friends:
During our Parish Annual Assembly thispast December, a discussion was held on
the necessity of painting the exterior of the all of the buildings at St. Peter
Church. This was last done almost 24 years ago so this is long overdue.
Over the past few months, the Parish Council has been researching and receiving bids to paint all of the buildings, re-glaze the stained glass windows on the
church and dome and repaint the gold domes and crosses. In preparation for this
project the Council has authorized the replacement and repair of the rotting fascia boards (wood trim) on some of the buildings. This phase was recently completed and now it is time to move on to begin the painting of the buildings. The
average and most reasonable bid was $55,000. This of course is a substantial
amount of money, which exceeds our available funds in our parish general account and building fund. Therefore, we are appealing to you to contribute generously to meet our goal of raising $55,000 for painting the exterior of all of the
buildings on our property.
Our parish is very blessed to have the beautiful church and other facilities that
we enjoy today. Our Parish Council recognizes its due diligence in working to
maintain the beauty and integrity of our parish facility. In order for us to be able
to do this we ask for your financial support. Your gift can be given in memory of a
loved one or in honor of a special occasion or anniversary.
Please prayerfully consider your gift in support of this project as we work to improve and preserve that which was given to us by our parish founders and earlier
generations of faithful through their labors, generosity, and love for God and our
St. Peter the Apostle Church.

Yours in Christ,
Father George Gligich
Parish Priest

James Ward
Parish Council President

Please Help us to reach our goal to raise $55,000!
Total donated as of August 31st: $18,635.24
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Stanovich-Creech, Vera
Owens, Jacob
Butts, Harry & Marnie
Pavić, Dejan
Stijović, Mima
Lee Angelich Memorial Scholarship
Spadier, Michael & Susan
Dutra, Lillian Wallace
Clemensen, Wayne & Lisa
Duran, Jesus & Yvonne
Radoicich, Frances
Gligich, Fr. George & Elena
Darling, Lee & Saliya
Oxford, Tom & Lynn
Romanenko, Anastacia
Granado, Olga
Gerich, Obren & Marilyn
Christensen, Eleanor
Ramirez, Christian & Brianna
Ward, Jim & Svetlana
Naden, Vera / IMO Kalagurgevich Family:
Tomo, Milica, Dushan, Bettie, Alexander, Duane;
Naden Family: Wolsey, Ladia, Bob
Salata, Greg and Noel
Brooks, Alisa Rakich & Raymond
Chaplain, Maura
Spolsdoff, Ala & James
Woolley, Marjorie
Cucuk, Barbara
Tarailo, Ron & Radmila
Hadley, Dale & Betty Ann / Robbie
Thomas, Shirley
Smith, Terrance & Stacy
Miiler, Eric & Yoly
Peter Livanis
Pruse, Ken & Tanya
Vodak, Jamie
Pestorich, Mike & Dona
Pestorich, John & Charlene
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Stewardship 2020 …
All households in the parish should have received our stewardship mailer along with a pledge card. If you did not receive this
mailer please contact the church office at stpeter@me.com or pick one up a the candle counter in the narthex. We thank the
following parishioners listed who have submitted their pledge commitment for 2020. Thank you and God bless you!
Alsobrook, Scott/Katherine
Bahn, Marilyn
Baird, Travis/Marie
Bautista, Samantha
Baziuk, John/Suzanna
Brickey, Gabe/Mika
Briggs, Matthew/Maria
Brooks, Alisa Rakich/Raymond
Broyles, Clinton/Cassidy
Bundros, Christopher
Bundros, Shirley
Cantu, Bert/Patti
Castro, Michael/Annabelle
Chaplain, Maura
Chiames, Anita
Chrisman, George/Diane
Clemensen, Wayne/Lisa
Coffeen, Vera
Contreras, Alexander/Francine
Cucuk, Barbara
Dakovich, Dan
De Fehr, Vera
Dobrinen, Elizabeth
Dublin, Antonina
Duran, Ernie/Cheryl
Duran, Jesus/Yvonne
Epperson, Jason/Lamia
Foley, John/Heidi
Gligich, Daniel
Gligich, Fr. George/Elena
Gligich, John
Granado, Olga
Gregory, Seth
Hart, Jonathon/Deborah
Hatler, Charyce
Hoffmann, Darren/Sarah Anne

Jankovic, Jeffrey
Jarvie, Zachary
Keves, Laszlo/Valentyna
Klingel, Friedhelm/Tatiana
Kojovich, Helen
Livanis, Peter
Lobkowski, Stephanie
Lobkowski, Vladimir/Darlene
Marinovich, Branko/Linda
Marinovich, John /Nancy
Matthews, Dn. Brad/Peggy
May, Lyudmyla/Edison
McAtee, Randy/Janice
McAtee, Timothy
Menges, Garret
Mikitish, Anne
Milinich, Barbara
Miller, Eric/Yoly
Milovich, Robert
Milutinovich, George/Cathy
Myovich, Kyle/Niki
Naden, Vera
Norwood, Terilyn
Olivo, Anthony/Cicily
Owens, Greg
Owens, Jacob
Oxford, Tom/Lynn
Pavic, Dejan
Pavlovich, George
Penny, Tim/Nancy
Pestich Smith, Angela
Pestorich, John /Charlene
Pestorich, John /Staci
Pestorich, Mark/Kristen
Pestorich, Mike/Dona
Pestorich, Vera

Petrosian, John/Elizaveta
Poznanovich, Momirka
Poznanovich, Selma
Pruse, Jacob
Pruse, Kenneth/Tanya
Pruse, Jacob
Radoicich, Frances
Ragenovich, Mary
Ramirez, Christian/Brianna
Ristić, Branka
Romanenko, Anastacia
Romanenko, Andrej/Carolyn
Sagardia, Pamela
Salata, Greg/Noël
Shultz, Norm
Sidel, Natalie
Sidel, Sandra
Skochko, Steve/Allison
Smith, Terrance/Stacy (Batrich)
Spadier, Dushan
Spolsdoff, Jim/Ala
Spolsdoff, Katherine
Stanovich-Creech, Vera
Stijovic, Mima
Tarailo, Ron/Radmila
Tarailo, Zorka
Thomas, Chase/Danielle
Thomas, Shirley
Vukajlović, Larry
Vukajlović, Mark/Cristina
Ward, Jim/Svetlana
Wesseler, Dn. Joseph/Stacia
Woolley, Marjorie
Zenovich, Vera

Thank you to all who have supported the parish during these weeks of sheltering in place. We are grateful to
every parishioner who have con5nued to contribute toward their pledges, to make weekly dona5ons and to support the ministry of our church. Your stewardship dona5ons can be sent to our mailing address: St. Peter Orthodox Church, 3502 N. First Street, Fresno, CA 93726

Catechism Classes:
Our fall session catechism classes will be on Saturdays at 3:30 PM beginning on Saturday, September 5.
All parishioners are welcome to join our catechumens and participate. We will be meeting in the church to
allow us to keep the physical distance guidelines.
September 2020
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SEPTEMBER
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

30

31

1

Wednesday Thursday
2

3

Friday

Saturday

4

5
Catechism Class 3:30
Vespers 5:00 PM

6th Hour Prayers at
Noon

6

7

Liturgy 9:30 AM

Labor Day

13

14

8

9

10

6th Hour Prayers at
Noon

15

Liturgy 9:30 AM

11
Beheading of St. John
the Forerunner
Liturgy 9:00 a.m.

Vespers 7:00 PM

16

17

18

Catechism Class 3:30
Vespers 5:00 PM

19
Catechism Class 3:30
Vespers 5:00 PM

6th Hour Prayers at
Noon

Cookies for Kosovo
Fundraiser

12

No Mens Club Dinner

Parish Council at Noon

20

21

Liturgy 9:30 AM

Nativity of the
Theotokos
Liturgy 9:00 a.m.

22

23

24

25

6th Hour Prayers at
Noon

26
Catechism Class 3:30
Vespers 5:00 PM

Vespers 7:00 p.m.

27

28

Exaltation of the
Cross
Liturgy 9:30 a.m.

29

30

1

6th Hour Prayers at
Noon

Parish Directory

Circle of Sisters:

Contact Information:

Men’s Club:

Parish Clergy:
V. Rev. George Gligich (559) 696-7015
Protodeacon Brad Matthews (Retired)
Deacon Joseph Wesseler (559) 936-6838

Choir Director:

Dushan Spadier (559) 260-3700

Worship Services:
Saturday Vespers at 5:00 p.m.
Confessions on Saturdays after vespers or
during the week by appointment.
Sunday Matins at 8:30 a.m.

Parish Council:
Jim Ward (559) 977-0793

Weeknight Vespers at 7:00 p.m.

Church School:
Lamia Epperson (559) 430-9186
September 2020

Coﬀee Hour Schedule

Stacy Batrich Smith (559) 790-4073

Sunday Divine Liturgy at 9:30 a.m.
Church School on Sundays from September
through May following Holy Communion.

Peggy Matthews (559) 960-2151

3

We hope to resume the weekly Coffee Hour soon.
Please watch for further details.

Fast Day

Phone: (559) 227-5565
Email: stpeter@me.com
Website: www.stpeterfresno.com

2

Weekday Liturgy (Holy Days)
at 9:00 a.m.
7

Return Service Requested

St. Peter the Apostle Church Monthly Newsletter

Donations welcome!

St. Peter Serbian Orthodox Church
3502 N. First Street
Fresno, CA 93726-6802

All proceeds from this event will go to
St. Peter’s Youth Scholarship Fund.

E

Advanced ticket sales price is $12 per meal. Advance ticket sales table will be
located in breeze way between church and social hall on 9/20 and 9/27 after church.

G

Adults: (13 & above) $15.00 / Youth (6-12 yrs.) $10.00
/ 5 & under no charge.

N

On the Menu:

E

Pulled Pork, Sausage and much more!

S

St. Peter’s Church

S

Drive-Thru pick-up and eat at home!

u

hr
T
ve

E

Sunday, October 4
11:30 a.m to 1:00 p.m.

i
r
D

Scholarship
Luncheon
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