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The Church will
never alter her beliefs or practices
out of fear
Bishop Irenei (Steenberg

I

n the Name of the Father, the Son and the Holy
Spirit. My dear brothers and sisters: we are living
now in a moment that demands faith — and not
faith in ourselves, or in our civil structures, in governments or in the wisdom of men. We are living in a
moment that requires faith in God: the true God, the
only God: the Holy Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit
And this is not chie y because we are facing a speci c
peril from a virus or a pandemic. This is not the chief
reason that faith is required of us. We do not diminish
the seriousness of the situation in which the world
nds itself now: the epidemic is a reality, and there are
practical measures that all should take to combat its
spread and minimize its impact. But we have been
through pandemics before, as a race, as a society, as the
Church. We are able to understand, through experience, the need for reaction as well as non-reaction; the
necessity of seriousness as well as the necessity for
calm. And we know, also from experience, that all trials pass, from the lesser to the great; and wherever one
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St. Peter Church

December Calendar
Sat
Fri
Thu
Wed
Tue

Weekend
Diocese Days
Alhambra
Cathedral in
St. Steven's

Labor Day

5

- Noon
6th Hour Prayers
PM
Vespers 7:00

Training
Altar Servers
PM
Session at 3:45
PM
Vespers 5:00

Liturgy 9:00 AM

of
Beheading
St. John
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AM
Liturgy - 10:00
registration!
Church School
- Noon
Church Meeting

13

12
- Noon
VBS 9:00 AM
PM
Vespers 7:00
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PM
Vespers 7:00

gDebra Lombard

Opening Day!
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may deem that the present circumstances stand on that
scale, one thing is certain: they shall pass, the Church
shall remain, and God shall carry us forward
No, the epidemic is not the reason that we live now in
a moment that demands real faith. The reason for that
necessity is fear. This world has shown, in these past
few months, what really governs it — and it is not
wisdom or compassion, or science, or truth. It is fear.
For many years now the world has been cultivating
this as its basic principle of operation: with increasing
zeal, it functioned by determining what man should be
afraid of, and who, and when — and has made into a
norm the concept that the driving force in human life is
to be the reaction to such fear. And so we have seen the
human race grow accustomed to living in fear of
everything: of war; of enemies known and imagined;
of the economy; of other people; of history; of the past,
and above all of the future; of loneliness; of society; of
poverty, and of wealth; of ignorance, as well as of
knowledge. The list could go on forever. Man has
grown accustomed to being afraid — of everything.
And society considers it second-nature now to live according to this fear: states and governments announce
what we are to be afraid of, alter our modes of life
based on frightened responses to that fear; and as soon
as one momentary fear ceases to grip us entirely, another is provided to replace it
It is therefore no surprise whatsoever that in the face of
a hitherto unknown sickness, intense fear would be the
response. This weakness has so worked its way into
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the hearts of mankind that it cannot help itself; and
behold, we have seen how truly damaging fear becomes. In the face of an illness, we have seen fear turn
brother against brother, society against society; we
have seen the economies of whole nations destroyed,
which means families left without the means to provide for themselves; we have seen fear upset the education of our children and young people; we have
seen fear increase the rates of depression, domestic
violence and even suicide to unknown heights — and
again we must be clear: it is not a virus that has
caused these things, it is fear
And it is grounded, ultimately, in the one fear that a
society without God cannot overcome: the fear of
death. The virulent fear that eats away at human
hearts is fueled by the secular inability, or outright refusal, to see beyond death. The secular mind cannot
see death as anything other than ‘the end’, and thus a
thing to ee from as the utmost evil. For this reason,
the avoidance of death is seen as the highest aim, the
highest good — even if the result of this is a so-called
‘life’ utterly overwhelmed with fear, sorrow and grief.
But I tell you this: death will never be avoided by fearfully clinging to fragments of life — not in the face of
sin, nor in the face of a disease. Society today is constantly provoked to base its every decision on the dichotomy between life and death. But death is not the
opposite of life: the opposite of life is fear
For this reason I say to you: we are living now in a
moment that demands faith in the True God: the Father Who sent His only Son into the world and Who
bestows His Spirit upon the faithful. A Christian, who
takes his identity from his baptism into the life, death
and resurrection of Jesus Christ, cannot shape his life
on the fear of death: for our Lord has defeated death
— this is the most central pillar of our Life in Christ!
We are children of the God Who is Master over life
and death, at Whose will death is transformed to life.
It is thus that we heard in the Gospel reading today:
entering into the city of Nain, Jesus encounters a widow weeping over the body of her dead son, her only
child. The response of Christ is peaceful and divinely
calm: He says to the woman merely, ‘Do not weep’,
and then He turns to the corpse and says, ‘Young man,
I say to you, arise’ — and the dead boy sits up and begins to speak (cf. Luke 7.13-15). God, Who is Love,
raises up the dead child — for it is love that is the opposite of death, just as much as fear is the opposite of
life
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It is interesting, then, that the word that St Luke uses
to describe the reaction of the people who witnessed
this miracle is in fact ‘fear’ (страх). He writes, as we
heard: ‘Then fear came upon them all, and they gloried God, saying, “A great prophet has risen up
among us”, and “God has visited His people”’ (Luke
7.16). But here the Evangelist speaks of an entirely different kind of fear than that which we witness in our
world today: the people surrounding Jesus are fearful
— not with a terror or cowardice or anxiety in the face
of the world, but with an awe in the power of God
that surpasses their understanding. Their ‘fear’ is in
their own lack of faith: that God Himself, the God
Who raises the dead and brings life to the world, has
been standing in their midst and they were too blind
to see it — and now that they see it, that same awe
propels them immediately to faith
My brothers and sisters, this is the spirit that is required of you today. It is not enough simply to bear
the name ‘Christian’ as a kind of af liation or badge:
we must live and think and breathe after the manner
of Christ our God. We cannot watch Him conquer life,
and then ourselves remain afraid of death. We cannot
behold His sovereignty of all things, and then remain
fearful of the world, or our future. We will not succumb to the temptation too many are following: to let
fear even infect an understanding of God, so that the
Holy Mysteries that He provides as the medicine of
eternity and the gift of everlasting life — life! — are
placed under suspicion, as if they might convey disease or death. Anathema! This is a sin, plainly and
simply
We as a Christian people are in no way against cooperating with governments and authorities in dif cult
times when their edicts are perhaps an annoyance but
do not prevent us from maintaining our beliefs and
living our Christian worshipping life in its fulness. But
a right faith is a necessity now, and it is obtained
through our obedience to the Church which is the living Body of this same Lord. The Church does not
cower in fear before the temptations of this world: she
is the rock upon which those stand, who will not be
tossed about by them. Her teachings are sure and true,
because they are God’s. Her practices are right and
proper, because the Holy Spirit Himself has forged
them and sancti ed and blessed them. Her message is
clear and unequivocal, and she does not bow before
time, or history, or powers, or temptations. And so,
my dear faithful, cling to her — and you, too, shall
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have this stability and strength. We will never change
our beliefs or our practices out of fear, rather, we will
enter our temples and get on with the business of con-

Holding on to God
in Hard Times
Blogs.goarch.or

W

hy didn't God stop all of
these hurricanes? Why
did my friends lose their
jobs? Why can't I stop this bad habit?
Why am I struggling nancially
Each of us has our own set of
"whys" that
we ask ourselves and
that maybe
we ask God
in prayer
each day. We
want there to
be a rhyme
and reason to
life. We want
there to be order and justice. We
want our prayers heard and answered
There's some dissonance when we
know we're prayerful people (or at
least people who consistently try
to pray) but things don't go as
planned. We lose our jobs, bills
pile up, family members pass
away, and natural disasters seem
only to be more frequent. We need
God more than ever, but these
problems have a habit of pushing
us away from our faith
Here are three things to keep in
mind in the midst of hard times
1. God is with u
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forming our lives to God’s, and nding there — and
only there — our real salvation
Amen

When things are going well, it isn't
so hard to remember God. It's
when nothing seems to be working out that we wonder where
God is in our lives. In the Old Testament, the Prophet Elijah went in
search for God to speak to Him.
He found that God wasn't found
in these big shows of the earth's
power (the wind, the earthquake,
or re) ...but He was found in a
quiet whisper (1 Kings 19:9-13).
Later, when God chose to become
man, He wasn't born a king, he
was born to a young girl in a cave.
Jesus was born and called Immanuel (literally "God with us") in
a way the people weren't expecting (Matthew 1:23). So maybe God
is with us when we least expect it,
too
For many of us, it can be really
hard to sense God's presence with
us when we're going through
tough times. Sadness and grief can
lead us to despair and despondency. Worry can lead to anxiety and
fear. And fear just leads us to isolate and get lost in the what-ifs in
our thoughts
So how do we see that God is with
us? There's a beautiful Orthodox
prayer service called the "Glory to
God for all Things Akathist" that
helps us to meditate on our many
blessings and gratitude when we
might be inclined to see none. God
is with us in the love of friends
and family. Even after a disaster,
God is made known to us in the
acts of kindness shown by
strangers and in the service given

by emergency personnel. God is
with us, and we recognize His
presence when we learn to see the
many signs of His mercy
2. We can't always explain sufferin
Since so many of us ask "Why?"
when we face suffering, there is no
shortage of people giving explanations. Many Protestant pastors
have suggested that natural disasters serve as signs of the Second
Coming of Christ or serve as punishment for societal sin.Other people, like Kirk Cameron (actor from
the 1985-1992 sitcom Growing
Pains and the popular Left Behind
series about the supposed "Rapture") suggest that storms like
Hurricane Irma are meant for individuals to personally repent
One blogger, commenting on Kirk
Cameron's remarks, wrote
People who are wounded and grieving
and heartbroken need to be cared for
and comforted and embraced—they
don't need any armchair theology
about why this is a good thing, or how
it's a Divine personal message, or
what God might be personally saying
to them. It's one thing for a victim to
seek and speculate on such things for
themselves, but something else for us
to do it for them
Maybe we should admit the mystery, discomfort, and the tension
that spirituality yields in painful,
terrifying times
Maybe when people are being terrorized by nature or by the inhu-

.
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manity around them, instead of
shouting sermons at them—we
should shut up and simply try to
be a loving, compassionate presence
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I can approach prayer as a transactional process with God or I can
approach it as a transformational

Scholarship Fund Support:
Support our Scholarship Fund is
through Amazon Smile. Remember,
always start at smile.amazon.com and
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible
AmazonSmile purchases. Select “Serbian Orthodox
Church of St Peter” as your charity. It is very simple
and easy
Also, remember that you can donate directly to the
Scholarship Fund at any time. All donations are greatly appreciated
eScrip: Sign-up and start earning money for our Scholarship fund with eScrip! Go to escrip.com/wheretoearn, choose your favorite store(s), and complete registration to start earning for St. Peter Serbian Orthodox
Church
Food Drive Update:
Many Thanks to all who participated in our annual
Thanksgiving Food Drive which concluded last week!
Last Sunday after Liturgy the food and cash donations
($705.00) were delivered to Evangel Home near down-

R
encounter with Him as part of our
relationship. I'm abusing my relationship with God if I expect
something from Him in return for
my time and energy in prayer. If I
think I'll get what I want if only I
fast properly or say the right
words, or ask the right saint to
intercede for me, I'm not committing myself and others to God
Instead, I can choose to give my
worries and concerns up to God. I
can tell Him what is making me
scared, and I can ask Him that His
will "be done on earth as it is in
heaven" as we pray in the Our
Father. I pray so that I can make
myself aware of being in the presence of God and so that God can
soften the hardness of my heart.
And then, naturally, God gives me
the strength I need to endure the
hard times

town Fresno. Evangel Home is a Christian ministry for
mothers with young children who are recovering from
drug addictions and substance abuse and are able to
receive therapy and counseling with the goal of becoming employed and providing for their children and
themselves. Evangel Home is a wonderful organization in our community truly worthy of your gifts!
Thank you!
Cookies for Kosovo
Thank you to all who have been supporting our Cookies for Kosovo monthly Fundraiser that began in August in support of the establishing the Gračanica
Monastery Dairy Farm in Kosovo, Serbia. To date we
have collected and donated $1,508.00 to the fund.
Look for our next cookies for Kosovo on December 20
after Liturgy
Friendly reminder..
We remind everyone to send in the balance of your
pledge commitment for 2020. You can contact nancial
secretary Anne Mikitish at (816) 956-1782 or by email:
amikitish@gmail.com to check on your 2020 balance.
2020 donation statements will only be mailed out by
request. Contact Anne if you would like to receive a
copy for income tax purposes.
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When we encounter dif cult
times, prayer is either the last
thing we think about or it's the
thing we grasp onto. As I watched
Hurricane Irma approach Florida,
I had to consciously reject the
urge to freeze with anxiety about
family and friends, and instead
turn to prayer. In the moment,
prayer was the only thing I could
do. But what if my prayers aren't
answered? What if what I ask for
(protection for people I love) isn't
what I get

Parish activities…

.
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3. Prayer isn't a transactio

Sometimes we can look too hard
for meaning in situations that
simply are. We live in a broken
world with pain and suffering
and being a Christian doesn't
make us immune to the ways of
the world. I can't give meaning to

.
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another's suffering. I can't even
guarantee I'll make sense of my
own; the only thing I can do with
it is offer it up to God in prayer

This response meant so much to
me, personally, because I still feel
an instinctive cringe awaiting
some religious leader giving their
interpretation of the impending
doom that natural disasters might
represent. It's part of my own
path of healing having been
raised in a Rapture-centric community before becoming Orthodox

.
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Thank you to the following parishioners and friends who have generously donated to our
Church painting appeal…

Church Painting Fundraising Appeal
Dear Parishioners and Friends:
During our Parish Annual Assembly this past December, a discussion was held
on the necessity of painting the exterior of the all of the buildings at St. Peter
Church. This was last done almost 24 years ago so this is long overdue.
Over the past few months, the Parish Council has been researching and receiving bids to paint all of the buildings, re-glaze the stained glass windows on the
church and dome and repaint the gold domes and crosses. In preparation for this
project the Council has authorized the replacement and repair of the rotting fascia boards (wood trim) on some of the buildings. This phase was recently completed and now it is time to move on to begin the painting of the buildings. The
average and most reasonable bid was $55,000. This of course is a substantial
amount of money, which exceeds our available funds in our parish general account and building fund. Therefore, we are appealing to you to contribute generously to meet our goal of raising $55,000 for painting the exterior of all of the
buildings on our property.
Our parish is very blessed to have the beautiful church and other facilities that
we enjoy today. Our Parish Council recognizes its due diligence in working to
maintain the beauty and integrity of our parish facility. In order for us to be able
to do this we ask for your nancial support. Your gift can be given in memory of a
loved one or in honor of a special occasion or anniversary.
Please prayerfully consider your gift in support of this project as we work to improve and preserve that which was given to us by our parish founders and earlier
generations of faithful through their labors, generosity, and love for God and our
St. Peter the Apostle Church.

Yours in Christ,
Father George Gligich
Parish Priest

James War
Parish Council President

Please Help us to reach our goal to raise $55,000!
Total donated as of November 30th: $24,485.24
We welcome your donations and pledges, which can be
mailed to St. Peter Serbian Orthodox Church, 3502 N. First
Street, Fresno, CA 93726.
We are grateful for your continued support of the work of
our parish, which has continued even during the Covid restrictions of this past year. Thank you and God bless you!
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DeFehr, Vern & Ver
Stanovich-Creech, Ver
Owens, Jaco
Butts, Harry & Marni
Pavić, Deja
Stijović, Mim
Lee Angelich Memorial Scholarshi
Spadier, Michael & Susa
Dutra, Lillian Wallac
Clemensen, Wayne & Lis
Duran, Jesus & Yvonn
Radoicich, France
Gligich, Fr. George & Elen
Darling, Lee & Saliy
Oxford, Tom & Lyn
Romanenko, Anastaci
Granado, Olg
Gerich, Obren & Marily
Christensen, Eleano
Ramirez, Christian & Briann
Ward, Jim & Svetlan
Naden, Vera / IMO Kalagurgevich Family:
Tomo, Milica, Dushan, Bettie, Alexander, Duane;
Naden Family: Wolsey, Ladia, Bob
Salata, Greg and Noe
Brooks, Alisa Rakich & Raymon
Chaplain, Maur
Spolsdoff, Ala & Jame
Woolley, Marjori
Cucuk, Barbar
Tarailo, Ron & Radmil
Hadley, Dale & Betty Ann / Robbi
Thomas, Shirle
Smith, Terrance & Stac
Miiler, Eric & Yol
Peter Livani
Pruse, Ken & Tany
Vodak, Jami
Pestorich, Mike & Don
Pestorich, John & Charlen
Marmolejo, Mar
Gruich, Gre
Hoffmann, Darren & Sarah Ann
Carr, Michael & Christin
Pestich-Smith, Angel
Dan Dakovic
Sandra Side
Natalie Side
Hart, Jonathan & Debora
Castro, Michael & Annabelle
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Stewardship 2021 …
November 15 was the start of our stewardship campaign for 2021! . Thank you and God bless the following parishioners who
have sent in their pledge cards! We hope that you will respond and send in your pledge card before the end of the year!
Castro, Michael/Annabell
Chaplain, Maur
Chiames, Anit
Coffeen, Ver
Contreras, Alexander/Francin
Dakovich, Da
Duran, Ernie/Chery
Duran, Jesus/Yvonn
Epperson, Jason/Lami
Foley, John/Heid
Granado, Olg

Hart, Jonathon/Debora
Hatler, Charyc
Hoffmann, Darren/Sarah Ann
Kojovich, Hele
Marinovich, John /Nanc
Matthews, Dn. Brad/Pegg
Marmolejo, Mar
Mikitish, Ann
Milovich, Rober
Penny, Tim/Nanc
Pestich Smith, Angel

Sidel, Natali
Sidel, Sandr
Skochko, Steve/Alliso
Tarailo, Zork
Thomas, Chase/Daniell
Thomas, Shirle
Vukajlović, Mark/Cristin
Wall, Vincent / Allyso
Ward, Jim/Svetlana

A GOOD HARVEST FOR ETERNAL LIFE
... Only by giving/sowing will we ever be able to reap a harvest, only by planting the seed will the seed grow
and produce even more fruit. If we hold on to our seeds—to the blessings we have received and harvested—
they can never grow and produce more. It is only in sowing the seed—giving it away, that it produces a harvest. In sowing seed, you get back more than you ever give. If you hold on to the seed, it will not produce a
harvest, and will in fact die/become worthless. When we sow/plant our seed, only then can it produce fruit.
All of the blessings we receive rightly belong to God, we offer Him only a percentage of what is rightfully
his...Pray about your giving... As it says in Deuteronomy 16:17, “Each of you must bring a gift in proportion
to the way the Lord your God has blessed you.” Our ancestors responded to the Lord’s command by tithing.
Throughout my entire adult life, I have given the tithe to the church. I have never lacked any good thing, and
indeed God has richly and abundantly blessed us and provided for our every need. As we are taught in
Proverbs (3:9-10): “Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the rst fruits of all your crops; then your barns
will be lled to over owing, and your vats will brim over with new wine.” —Father Theodore Bobosh

Annual Assembly 2020:
All Pledged Stewards are encouraged to attend the Annual Assembly of Saint Peter the Apostle Serbian
Orthodox Church on Sunday, December 13, 2020 at 12:00 p.m. in the Social Hall.
If a pledged steward would like to serve on the 2021 Parish Council or any of the other elected of ices (Tutor, auditor) please see Father George. We look forward to seeing you at the meeting—please mark your
calendar for Sunday, December 13!

Church School St. Nicholas Day Party
On Sunday, December 20 our church school will hold our St. Nicholas Day
festivities following the Divine Liturgy. There will be treats and lots of
fun activities for kids of all ages. So plan to attend! Unfortunately this
year we will not be able to hold our popular Nativity Play, but it will be
back next year!

f

fi

e


e


y


e


y


a


h


e


a


n


n


fl

e


l


a


i


y


a


c


6
t


e


n


y


a


n


a


e


a


a


a


e


fi

December 2020

C

A

L

E

N

D

A

R

DECEMBER
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

29

30

1

2

Thursday

6

7

8

3

4

5

Entrance of the
Theotokos in the
Temple
Liturgy 9:00 a.m.

Catechism Class 3:30
Vespers 5:00 PM

10

11

12

9
6th Hour Prayers at
Noon

13

14

15

Matins 8:30 AM
Liturgy 9:30 AM

Saturday

Vespers 7:00 PM
6th Hour Prayers at
Noon

Matins 8:30 AM
Liturgy 9:30 AM

Friday

Catechism Class 3:30
Vespers 5:00 PM

16

17

18

6th Hour Prayers at
Noon

19
St. Nicholas
Liturgy 9:00 a.m.

Annual Parish
Assembly at Noon

Vespers 5:00 PM

20

21

22

Matins 8:30 AM
Liturgy 9:30 AM

23

24

25

6th Hour Prayers at
Noon

26
Vespers 5:00 PM

Cookies for Kosovo
Fundraiser
CS St. Nicholas Day

27

28

29

Matins 8:30 AM
Liturgy 9:30 AM

30
6th Hour Prayers at
Noon

Parish Director

Circle of Sisters:

Contact Information:

Men’s Club:

Phone: (559) 227-5565
Email: stpeter@me.com
Website: www.stpeterfresno.com

Parish Clergy:
V. Rev. George Gligich (559) 696-7015
Protodeacon Brad Matthews (Retired)
Deacon Joseph Wesseler (559) 936-6838

Choir Director:

31

Coﬀee Hour Schedule

Stacy Batrich Smith (559) 790-4073
Dushan Spadier (559) 260-3700

Worship Services:
Saturday Vespers at 5:00 p.m
Confessions on Saturdays after vespers or
during the week by appointment
Sunday Matins at 8:30 a.m

Parish Council:
Jim Ward (559) 977-0793

Weeknight Vespers at 7:00 p.m

Church School:

2

Attention Parishioners! We are looking for a volunteer family each week
to prepare a simple Coffee Hour of just coffee and donuts! We will need
about 6 dozen donuts. Please contact Francine Contreras at
002fdc002@att.net or (559) 709-9883 to be placed on the schedule.

Sunday Divine Liturgy at 9:30 a.m
Church School on Sundays from September
through May following Holy Communion

Peggy Matthews (559) 960-2151

1

Weekday Liturgy (Holy Days)
at 9:00 a.m.

Lamia Epperson (559) 430-9186

.
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St. Peter the Apostle Church Monthly Newsletter

Church School Autumn Family Day!
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