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Attention Parishioners! We are looking for a volunteer family each week to
prepare a simple Coffee Hour of just coffee and donuts! We will need about 6
dozen donuts. Please contact Francine Contreras at 002fdc002@gmail.com
or (559) 709-9883 to be placed on the schedule. Thank you!
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Parish Council
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Presanctified 9:00 AM
Bridegroom Matins
7:00 PM
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Akathist to the
Theotokos 7:00 PM
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6th Hour Prayers at
Noon
Confessions 5:00 PM
Presanctified Liturgy
6:00 PM
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Vespers 7:00 PM

27

28

29
Vesperal Liturgy
9:00 AM

Bridegroom Matins
7:00 PM

(At St. George’s)
Holy Unction
3:00 PM
Bridegroom Matins
6:30 PM

Great & Holy Week!

3

10
Zoom Class 2:00 PM
Catechism Class
3:30 p.m.
Vespers 5:00 PM

6th Hour Prayers at
Noon
Confessions 5:00 PM
Presanctified Liturgy
6:00 PM

St. Mary of Egypt
Matins 8:30 AM
Liturgy 9:30 AM

Saturday

Zoom Class 2:00 PM
Catechism Class
3:30 p.m.
Vespers 5:00 PM

30

Royal Hours 9:00 AM
Vespers/Burial of our
Lord 3:00 PM
Matins with 12 Passion
Matins with
Gospels 7:00 PM
Lamentations 7:00 PM

17
Zoom Class 2:00 PM
Catechism Class
3:30 p.m.
Vespers 5:00 PM

24
Baptismal Liturgy
9:00 AM
Vespers 5:00 PM with
blessing of Palms &
Church School
confessions.

1
Vesperal Liturgy
9:00 AM
Nocturn 11:00 PM
Resurrection Matins &
Liturgy 11:30 PM
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The Meekness of God
FR. STEPHEN FREEMAN

When Cecil B. DeMille cast Charlton Heston in the role of Moses in the 1956 lm, The Ten Commandments, he had in
mind a very American version of the central story of the Old Testament. The 50’s were deep in the heart of the Cold
War with Communism. The lm became a vehicle for America’s own cultural mythology. The Ten
Commandments turned on the theme of freedom. As such, Hollywood was following a well-worn American path,
reading its own history into the Scriptures and the Scriptures into its own history. Moses could thus become the
Abraham Lincoln of Israel. Heston’s larger-than-life personality was perfectly suited for this re-telling. Here was
courage, strength, steadfastness of purpose, and a personality that could stare down even Yul Brynner (Pharaoh of
Egypt). The lm became iconic for many, xing in their minds the personali es within the Scriptures. However, God
(and Moses) do not resemble these Hollywood imaginings. Far from being Charlton Heston-like, Moses is described in
Scripture as the “meekest man on the face of the earth.” And, like it or not, God is meeker s ll.
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Jesus said:
“Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.
Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am meek and lowly in heart,
and you will nd rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.”
(Ma . 11:28-30)
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What does it mean to be meek? An alternate transla on of the term is “gentle.”
In some contexts, “gentle” is the best way to render the word, but, in this verse,
I prefer “meek.” It reminds us of the meekness of the Mother of God in her
humility and acceptance of the will of God. It takes on a more universal appeal
in the Sermon on the Mount, where Christ tells us that the “meek shall inherit
the earth.”
Meekness is not a modern virtue. Our noisy world tends to no ce the loudest
and brashest voices, those whose demands are accompanied by whatever
power can be leveraged. We value champions and winners, and, at best, o er
pity to those who cannot overcome their meekness. I suspect that most people
do not believe that God is meek. No doubt, some who are reading this are
already preparing their challenges, ci ng the cleansing of the Temple or the
plagues of Egypt. Such challenges are mere intellectual toys, not rooted in our
actual experience of God.
As I stepped outside of my house this morning, I was braced by the cold. A light
wind was blowing and the sky was a clear blue, a refreshing change from the
rains of the past two days. God was (and is) everywhere present and lling all
things, and, in this, He is meek. He provides the opportunity to ignore Him and
imagine the world to be inert and to declare Him absent (or non-existent). By
the same token, we see su ering in the world and wonder where God is,
refusing to see His co-cruci xion in the su ering of every human being (and
every created thing).
St. Theophilus of An och wrote:
“God has given to the earth the breath which feeds it. It is his breath that gives
life to all things. And if he were to hold his breath, everything would be
annihilated. His breath vibrates in yours, in your voice. It is the breath of God
that you breathe – and you are unaware of it.” Three Books to Autolycus, I,7
It is clear that the presence of God seems obvious to some, while remaining
“hidden” to others. What seems clear to me is that God seeks to draw us to
Him through ( rst) our desire. Though He has u erly poured Himself out for us
on the altar of the Cross (and con nues to do so), He nevertheless waits
pa ently for us to seek Him in return.
More than this, in His pa ence, He invites us into a life of meekness as well. It is
His good pleasure that we should inherit the earth. The inheritance does not
come as an external award -it is a gi that can only be received by the hands of
the meek. This aspect of meekness is constantly overlooked. The Scriptures tell
us that: “God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble” (Proverbs 3:34).

BAPTISM:
Samantha (Isidora) Bautista
on December 27, 2020
Layla (Helen) Moldanado on
December 27, 2020
Lilyana (Olympia) Bautista
on December 27, 2020

CHRISMATION:
Ida Duran on January 16,
2021

WEDDING:
Marc Anthony Marmolejo to
Samantha Renae Bautista
on January 23, 2021.

Many Years!
FUNERALS:
Lisa Vuksanovich Mitchell, 66
on February 2, 2021
Ida Duran, 82 on February 13,
2021

Memory Eternal!
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I believe this reality or principle reveals something about
the nature of grace itself, rather than an arbitrary
decision on the part of God. Such grace, in the life of the
proud, would work for their destruc on rather than
their salva on. The meekness of God is like the re of
hell on the souls of the proud. If we would know God,
then we must be like Him.

death and resurrec on of Christ as the fullness of Divine
favor, both the means of our salva on and marker of the
path we are to follow. The hiddenness of God primarily
obscures Him to those who seek the world’s path of
power and wisdom. They see only weakness and folly
and taunt those who accept God’s obscurity as a
welcome companion in their own humility.

When I have wri en on the character of modernity, I
have frequently noted that it lures everyone into
imagining themselves in the posi on of management.
With this comes an arrogance that assumes a
knowledge it does not have or a skill it never acquired. It
speaks of power in a way that clearly reveals li le
awareness of its dangers. We become noisy people,
whose opinions would destroy the earth were they ever
to be naively implemented. The present use of power by
those who wield it is clearly destruc ve in many cases,
o en met with yet more power in an e ort to “ x” the
last mistake. We have become a civiliza on built on its
own collected errors whose “bills” are certain to come
due some me in the future.

When Christ cau oned the people not to make Him
known (Ma . 12:17) it was, the gospel writer said, to
ful ll the prophecy of Isaiah (42:1-3):

The Way of the Cross is more than a slogan represen ng
how one might value an isolated event in history. The
Cross reveals who God is, as well as His wisdom and
power. The meekness of the Cross is revealed in the

He is s ll “not known” by the mighty – and the rich He
sends away empty – un l they nd Him among the
meek.

“Behold! My Servant whom I have chosen,
My Beloved in whom My soul is well pleased!
I will put My Spirit upon Him,
And He will declare jus ce to the Gen les.
He will not quarrel nor cry out,
Nor will anyone hear His voice in the streets.
A bruised reed He will not break,
And a dimly burning wick He will not quench,
Till He sends forth jus ce to victory;
And in His name Gen les will trust.” (Ma . 12:18-21)

Parish activities…

store(s), and complete registration to start
earning for St. Peter Serbian Orthodox Church

Scholarship Support: Support our St. Peter
Scholarship Fund is through Amazon Smile.
Remember, always start at smile.amazon.com
and Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of
your eligible Amazon Smile purchases. Select
“Serbian Orthodox Church of St Peter” as your
charity. It is very simple and easy! All proceeds
go to our Scholarship Fund!

Also, remember that you can donate directly to
the Scholarship Fund at any time. All
donations are greatly appreciated!

eScrip: Sign-up and start earning money for
our Scholarship fund with eScrip! Go to
escrip.com/wheretoearn. Choose your favorite

Pascha Flowers ...
The lenten season is now upon
us, and soon Holy Week and
Pascha will be here as well.
Enclosed in this issue is an
offering envelope for your
donations to help offset the cost
of owers to decorate Christ's

.
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Tomb and the church for Pascha. Your
generosity will be greatly appreciated! We
thank you and pray that you experience a
rewarding and fruitful Lenten season and
celebration of our Lord's Holy Pascha.

Preparing the church for Pascha
Volunteers are needed to clean the liturgical
and altar items for Holy Week and Pascha. We
will meet at 9:30 a.m. on Friday, April 23.
Cleaning supplies are provided. Come and
help out for a couple of hours
Lenten Almsgiving: Parishioners are welcome
to make a donation to one of our almsgiving
projects of providing bags of beans and rice to
needy families in the Visalia are. This project is
being coordinated by our young adults from
Visalia. You may place your donation in the
basket on the front table as you exit church
today
Confessions: Everyone is also expected to
receive the sacrament of Holy Confession
during the Lenten season. Confessions are
heard following vespers on Saturday evenings,
after Wednesday 6th Hour Prayers or before
Presancti ed Liturgies at 5:00 p.m. You can also
schedule an appointment with Father George.
Please try not to come on Sunday mornings
unless you live a great distance from church.
You are also reminded to not wait until the very
last minute before the Paschal Liturgy. Prepare
yourselves early! Thank you in advance for
your understanding and cooperation.
Vigil at Christ's Tomb...
Once again a sign-up sheet will be located in
the narthex of the church for our tradition of
keeping vigil at our
Lord's Tomb.
Parishioners are
encouraged to
participate in this very
spiritually moving
practice of reading from the Book of Psalms and
the Acts of the Apostles. Reading at the tomb
will begin after the 3:00 p.m. Vesper Service on

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

Holy Friday and will continue until the start of
the Resurrection Service at 11:00 p.m. on Holy
Saturday. We need a volunteer to be responsible
for coordinating the schedule and unlocking
and locking the church. Please see Father
George if you can help with this task.

Pascha Baskets
Parishioners are welcome to keep the tradition
of bringing Pascha Baskets, which will be
blessed after the Paschal Liturgy, and also after
Paschal Vespers, later that morning. Please
place your baskets on the tables in the hallway
between the church and social hall. These
baskets traditionally are prepared with many of
the foods from which we've been fasting from
during Great Lent.
Bright Monday Pan-Orthodox Liturgy..
On Bright Monday, May 3 the Paschal Liturgy
will be celebrated at 10:00 a.m. at St. Peter's. We
will gather with the clergy and parishioners
from St. George Greek Orthodox Church.
Following the Liturgy all are welcome to join in
fellowship at a nearby restaurant

Our appreciation…
Many thanks to Anne Mikitish for recently
donating and planting the owers in the pots
by the fountain courtyard behind the Church.
They will be in full bloom in time for Pascha

Gracanica Monastery Dairy Farm Update:
In January we received a letter of thanks and an
update from the Serbian American Foundation
for Kosovo for our support in 2020 through a
donation from our Church School student’s
coffee hour in February of $3,500 and the
Cookies for Kosovo project in the fall which
raised an additional $2,500. The Dairy Farm on
the property of the Gračanica Monastery in
Kosovo has been built and is fully operational
providing much needed food and supplies to
the local church soup kitchens in this most dire
region of Serbia. Thank you to all who
supported and participated in our Parish’s
efforts towards the completion of the Dairy
Farm!
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Church Painting Fundraising Appeal
Dear Parishioners and Friends:
During our Parish Annual Assembly this past December, a discussion was
held on the necessity of painting the exterior of the all of the buildings at
St. Peter Church. This was last done almost 24 years ago so this is long
overdue.
Over the past few months, the Parish Council has been researching and
receiving bids to paint all of the buildings, re-glaze the stained glass
windows on the church and dome and repaint the gold domes and
crosses. In preparation for this project the Council has authorized the
replacement and repair of the rotting fascia boards (wood trim) on some
of the buildings. This phase was recently completed and now it is time to
move on to begin the painting of the buildings. The average and most
reasonable bid was $55,000. This of course is a substantial amount of
money, which exceeds our available funds in our parish general account
and building fund. Therefore, we are appealing to you to contribute
generously to meet our goal of raising $55,000 for painting the exterior of
all of the buildings on our property.
Our parish is very blessed to have the beautiful church and other facilities
that we enjoy today. Our Parish Council recognizes its due diligence in
working to maintain the beauty and integrity of our parish facility. In order
for us to be able to do this we ask for your nancial support. Your gift can
be given in memory of a loved one or in honor of a special occasion or
anniversary.
Please prayerfully consider your gift in support of this project as we work
to improve and preserve that which was given to us by our parish
founders and earlier generations of faithful through their labors,
generosity, and love for God and our St. Peter the Apostle Church.

Yours in Christ,
Father George Gligich
Parish Priest

James War
Parish Council President

Thank you to the following parishioners and
friends who have generously donated to our
Church painting appeal…
DeFehr, Vern & Ver
Stanovich-Creech, Ver
Owens, Jaco
Butts, Harry & Marni
Pavić, Deja
Stijović, Mim
Lee Angelich Memorial
Scholarshi
Spadier, Michael & Susa

Dutra, Lillian Wallac
Clemensen, Wayne & Lis
Duran, Jesus & Yvonn
Radoicich, France
Gligich, Fr. George & Elen
Darling, Lee & Saliy
Oxford, Tom & Lyn
Romanenko, Anastaci
Granado, Olg
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Christensen, Eleano
Ramirez, Christian & Briann
Ward, Jim & Svetlan
Naden, Vera / IMO Kalagurgevich
Family: Tomo, Milica, Dushan,
Bettie, Alexander, Duane; Naden
Family: Wolsey, Ladia, Bob
Salata, Greg and Noe
Brooks, Alisa Rakich & Raymon
Chaplain, Maur
Spolsdoff, Ala & Jame
Woolley, Marjori
Cucuk, Barbar
Tarailo, Ron & Radmil
Hadley, Dale & Betty Ann /
Robbi
Thomas, Shirle
Smith, Terrance & Stac
Miiler, Eric & Yol
Peter Livani
Pruse, Ken & Tany
Vodak, Jami
Pestorich, Mike & Don
Pestorich, John & Charlen
Marmolejo, Mar
Gruich, Gre
Hoffmann, Darren & Sarah Ann
Carr, Michael & Christin
Pestich-Smith, Angel
Dan Dakovic
Sandra Side
Natalie Side
Hart, Jonathan & Debora
Castro, Michael & Annabell
Anne Mikitis
Fr. John & Brenda Mikitis
Marilyn Jurkovic
Marc & Cristina Vukajlovi
Joseph & Liliya Steel
Taylor, Marci

Total donated as of March 31: $30,998.94

Please Help us to reach our goal to raise $55,000!
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Stewardship 2021 …
Thank you and God bless the following parishioners who have sent in their pledge cards! We hope
that you will respond and send in your pledge card and become a Steward of St. Peter’s Church!
Alsobrook, Scott/Katherin
Bahn, Marily
Baird, Travis/Mari
Baziuk, John/Suzann
Brickey, Gabe/Mik
Brooks, Alisa Rakich/ Raymon
Cantu, Bert / Patt
Castro, Mike/Annabell
Chaplain, Maur
Chrisman, George/Dian
Coffeen, Ver
Contreras, Alexander/Francin
Cucuk, Barbar
Dakovich, Da
DeFehr, Vern/Ver
DeYoung, Ryan/Carri
Dublin, Antonin
Duran, Ernie / Chery
Duran, Jesus/Yvonn
Foley, John/Heid
Forhan, Phil/Bry
Gligich, Danie
Gligich, Fr. George / Elena
Granado, Olg
Gruich, Gregor
Hart, Jonathon/Debora
Hatler, Charyc
Hoffmann, Darren/Sarah Ann
Keves, Laszlo /Valentyn

Klingel, Friedhelm/Tatian
Kojovich, Hele
Livanis, Pete
Lobkowski, Vladimir/Darlen
Lobkowski, Stephani
Marinovich, Branko / Lind
Marinovich, John/Nanc
Marmolejo, Marc/Samanth
Matthews, Dn. Brad/Pegg
May, Lyudmyla/Ediso
McAtee, Randy/Janic
McAtee, Timoth
Mikitish, Ann
Milinich, Barbar
Miller, Eric/Yol
Milovich, Rober
Myovich, Kyle / Nik
Naden, Ver
Olivo, Anthony/Cicil
Otstot, Matthew / Kathry
Owens, Gre
Oxford, Tom/Lyn
Pavic, Deja
Penny, Tim/Nanc
Pestich Smith, Angel
Pestorich, John/Charlen
Pestorich, John/Stac
Pestorich, Mark/Kriste
Pestorich, Matthe

St. Peter Church Scholarship application

Attention graduating
High School Seniors
This year we will be awarding
scholarships to our graduating High
School seniors who plan to continue their
education at either a college/university or trade
school. Eligibility for scholarships are based on
church and church school participation as well as
academics and community service. All applicants
must have a parent or grandparent/guardian who

Pestorich, Mike / Don
Pestorich, Ver
Poznanovich, Momirk
Poznanovich, Selm
Pruse, Kenneth/Tany
Radoicich, France
Romanenko, Caroly
Salata, Greg/Noë
Sidel, Natali
Sidel, Sandr
Skochko, Steve/Alliso
Smith, Terrance/Stacy (Batrich
Spadier, Dusha
Spadier, Danie
Spolsdoff, Jim/Al
Spolsdoff. Alliso
Spolsdoff, Katherin
Stijovic, Mim
Tarailo, Ron / Radmil
Tarailo, Zork
Thomas, Chase/Daniell
Thomas, Shirle
Vukajlovic, Larr
Vukajlovic, Mark/Cristin
Wall, Allyson/Vincen
Ward, Jim/Svetlan
Wesseler, Dn. Joseph/Staci
Woolley, Marjori
Zenovich, Vera

is currently a pledged steward of St. Peter Church.
Please contact Father George or Ken Pruse for an
application. The deadline to submit your
completed application is June 15. Scholarships will
be awarded at our Petrovdan Luncheon on July 18,
2021
Parents, please let Father George know if your son
or daughter will be graduating fro High School or
College and send in a short bio of their education,
future plans along with a photo for the Messenger..
Email: stpeter@me.com. We will be honoring all
graduates on May 23.
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Attention Parishioners! We are looking for a volunteer family each week to
prepare a simple Coffee Hour of just coffee and donuts! We will need about 6
dozen donuts. Please contact Francine Contreras at 002fdc002@gmail.com
or (559) 709-9883 to be placed on the schedule. Thank you!
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Veneration of the Holy
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Matins 8:30 AM
Liturgy 9:30 AM
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25

8

9

19

20

14

15

26
Presanctified 9:00 AM
Bridegroom Matins
7:00 PM

16

Akathist to the
Theotokos 7:00 PM

21

22

6th Hour Prayers at
Noon
Confessions 5:00 PM
Presanctified Liturgy
6:00 PM

28

29
Vesperal Liturgy
9:00 AM

Bridegroom Matins
7:00 PM

(At St. George’s)
Holy Unction
3:00 PM
Bridegroom Matins
6:30 PM

17
Zoom Class 2:00 PM
Catechism Class
3:30 p.m.
Vespers 5:00 PM

23

Vespers 7:00 PM

27

Great & Holy Week!

10
Zoom Class 2:00 PM
Catechism Class
3:30 p.m.
Vespers 5:00 PM

6th Hour Prayers at
Noon
Confessions 5:00 PM
Presanctified Liturgy
6:00 PM

St. Mary of Egypt
Matins 8:30 AM
Liturgy 9:30 AM

PALM SUNDAY
Matins 8:30 AM
Liturgy 9:30 AM
Bridegroom Matins
7:00 PM

7
ANUNCIATION
6th Hour Prayers at
Noon
Vesperal Liturgy
6:00 PM

St. John Climacus
Matins 8:30 AM
Liturgy 9:30 AM
Parish Council
12:00 PM

18

Zoom Class 2:00 PM
Catechism Class
3:30 p.m.
Vespers 5:00 PM

24
Baptismal Liturgy
9:00 AM
Vespers 5:00 PM with
blessing of Palms &
Church School
confessions.

30

Royal Hours 9:00 AM
Vespers/Burial of our
Lord 3:00 PM
Matins with 12 Passion
Matins with
Gospels 7:00 PM
Lamentations 7:00 PM

1
Vesperal Liturgy
9:00 AM
Nocturn 11:00 PM
Resurrection Matins &
Liturgy 11:30 PM

St. Peter's Church School..

Palm Sunday Vespers &
Children’s Procession on
Saturday, April 24 at
5:00 p.m.
The blessing of palms and willow branches will take
place at the end of Vespers followed by the traditional
procession to celebrate the Lords triumphant Entry into
Jerusalem! Children’s confessions will be held at the end of the service. All
children are encouraged to participate!

.
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Pascha 2021
Saturday, May 1 11:30 p.m.
Resurrection Matins and Paschal Liturgy
Followed by the blessing of Paschal Baskets

Sunday, May 2 at 11:30 a.m. Paschal Vespers
Followed by the Children’s Egg Hunt on the Playground!

Luncheon at 12:30 p.m.
Look for further Luncheon information in the mail!
8

