Saint Peter the Apostle Orthodox Church
3502 N. FIRST STREET v FRESNO, CALIFORNIA v (559) 227-5565
V. Rev. Father George Gligich: (559) 696-7015 (Cell)
Deacon Joseph Wesseler: (559) 936-6838 (Cell)

Email: stpeter@me.com / Website: www.stpeterfresno.com
bcbcbcbcbcbcbcbcbcbcbcbcb
SUNDAY BULLETIN: MAY 2, 2021
PASCHA: The Bright and Glorious Resurrection of our Lod, God and Savior Jesus Christ
EPISTLE: Acts 1:1-8 (§1) / GOSPEL: St. John 1:1-17 (§1)
Saints of the Day: Venerable John of the Ancient Caves in Palestine; Martyrs Theonas, Christopher and
Antoninus, soldiers; Hieromartyr Paphnutius of Jerusalem
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WARM WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS… We are glad you are worshipping with us this morning. There are
service books in the pews. While only prepared Orthodox Christians may receive Holy Communion, our
non-Orthodox visitors are welcome to join us in venerating the cross and receiving the Holy Bread at the
conclusion of the Divine Liturgy. Please join us for coffee hour in the Parish Hall.
bcbcbcbcbcbcbcbcbcbcbcbcb
ORDER FOR HOLY COMMUNION: Orthodox Christians must be prepared for Holy Communion through
Confession, fasting, prayer and by being at peace with others. A prepared person must have been to Confession
recently (frequency established by the Pastor), have abstained from food and drink from midnight, observe the
fast days and seasons and have attended Divine Liturgy regularly. Please seek and give forgiveness before
receiving Holy Communion.
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Christ is Risen! Хрїстóсъ воскрéсе! Χριστός ἀνέστη! Христос васкрсе! Christus resurrexit!
al-Masīḥ qām! Hristos a înviat! ¡Cristo ha resucitado! Jidu fuhuo-le! Harisutosu fukkatsu
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The following Troparia and Kontakia are sung after the Little Entrance:
Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and upon those in the tombs bestowing life!
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Schedule for Bright Week

Fast Free
TODAY: Paschal Vespers – 11:30 a.m. / Children’s Egg Hunt after Vespers on the playground. Children will be
dismissed first at the conclusion of Vespers.
- Luncheon at 12:30 p.m. in the Social Hall / Tickets available at the door. Everyone welcome!

If you have received Holy Communion this morning you are encouraged to remain in church after the Liturgy for
the Prayers of Thanksgiving. Page 98 in the Liturgy book.
Monday, May 3
- Paschal Liturgy at 10:00 a.m. / Join us after Liturgy for a no-host breakfast
fellowship at the Yosemite Falls Cafe on Cedar Ave. near Dakota Ave
Wednesday, May 5
- Paschal Vespers at 7:00 p.m.
Thursday, May 6
- Holy, Victorious Great-martyr and Wonderworker George: Liturgy at 9:00 a.m.
Saturday, May 8
- No Vespers
Sunday, May 9 — 2nd Sunday of Pascha: The Apostle Thomas (Mother’s Day)
- Matins at 8:30 a.m. / Divine Liturgy at 9:30 a.m.
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Upcoming Events
Scholarship Support: Support our St. Peter Scholarship Fund is through Amazon Smile. Remember, always start at
smile.amazon.com and Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible Amazon Smile purchases. Select
“Serbian Orthodox Church of St Peter” as your charity. It is very simple and easy! All proceeds go to our
Scholarship Fund!
eScrip: Sign-up and start earning money for our Scholarship fund with eScrip! Go to escrip.com/wheretoearn.
Choose your favorite store(s), and complete registration to start earning for St. Peter Serbian Orthodox Church.
Mother’s Day Remembrance: If you wish to have your mother, grandmother and godmother remembered in the
Liturgy next Sunday, please email your names to Fr. George at stpeter@me.com by Friday, May 7. Please indicate
if they are living or deceased. Thank you!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: Before the dawn, Mary and the women came and
found the stone rolled away from the tomb. They heard the angelic voice: "Why do you seek among the dead as
a man the One who is Everlasting Light? Behold the clothes in the grave! Go and proclaim to the world: The
Lord is risen!" He has slain death, as He is the Son of God, saving the race of men.

Change for Babies Campaign: Once again our parish will participate in the Fresno Pregnancy Care Center's annual
fundraiser: “Change for Babies”. Baby bottles will be distributed on Mothers' Day and will be collected in church
on Father’s Day. Please join us in supporting this very worthwhile organization. Remember each day to keep
adding your loose change so that we can top last year’s total of $977.37!

Now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. Thou didst descend into the tomb, O Immortal, Thou didst
destroy the power of death. In victory didst Thou arise, O Christ God, proclaiming: “Rejoice!” to the
Myrrhbearing Women, granting peace to Thine Apostles, and bestowing Resurrection on the fallen.
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We pray to the Lord in His great mercy to visit and heal our brothers and sisters who are ill: Darinka Kisin, Larissa
Basch, Vera Pestorich, Kathryn Woolsey, Sherman Curtis, Annabelle Castro, John Petrosian, Maura Chaplain, Paul
Stinett, Danica Skorić, Jeanne Owens, Carlos Vaga, Ethan Eliason, Lisa Clemensen, Sanja Rakonjac.
Remember to pray for our parishioners serving in the U.S. Armed Forces: Sage Featherstone (Air Force), Joseph
Bundros (Navy)
Remember in prayer our catechumens: Darren, Sarah Anne, Daniel, Sarah and Matthew Hoffmann; Zachary
McLain
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Attention graduating High School Seniors! It’s time to apply for scholarships for our graduating High School seniors
who plan to continue their education at either a college/university or trade school. Eligibility for scholarships are
based on church and church school participation as well as academics and community service. All applicants must
have a parent or grandparent/guardian who is currently a pledged steward of St. Peter Church. Please contact
Father George or Ken Pruse for an application. The deadline to submit your completed application is June 15.
Scholarships will be awarded at our Petrovdan Luncheon on July 18, 2021.
Parents, please let Father George know if your son or daughter will be graduating from High School or College
and send in a short bio of their education, future plans along with a photo for the Messenger.. Email:
stpeter@me.com. We will be honoring all graduates on May 23.
ENJOYMENT: The other day, somebody remarked to us how much he enjoyed a particular Liturgy. At first, I
thought, “What a weak word to use. Hopefully, we would be transformed by the Liturgy, not just enjoy it.” But
that just shows that I have never taken the word “enjoy” seriously. If we truly “enjoy” something, wouldn’t it

mean that it brings joy INTO us, that we INTERNALIZE joy? If so, what is more to be “enjoyed” than receiving the
Body and Blood of our crucified and risen God, Who IS our Joy? We live in a culture that is long on pleasure, but
short on joy. And that is no accident. To the degree that we surfeit ourselves on pleasures, we starve ourselves
of Joy. On the other hand, if we feast on Christ our Joy, pleasures pale in comparison and so do hardships. So,
whatever pleasures and hardships have come our way in the past year, and whatever ones await us now, may
we “enjoy” the Resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Who died and rose to fill us with the Joy of Heaven. —
Abbess Melania of Holy Assumption Monastery, Calistoga, CA

