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Are There
Wrong Reasons
to Become Orthodox?
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21
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26
Presanctified 9:00 AM
Bridegroom Matins
7:00 PM

16

Akathist to the
Theotokos 7:00 PM

22

6th Hour Prayers at
Noon
Confessions 5:00 PM
Presanctified Liturgy
6:00 PM

23

Vespers 7:00 PM

27

28

29
Vesperal Liturgy
9:00 AM

Bridegroom Matins
7:00 PM

(At St. George’s)
Holy Unction
3:00 PM
Bridegroom Matins
6:30 PM

Great & Holy Week!

3

10
Zoom Class 2:00 PM
Catechism Class
3:30 p.m.
Vespers 5:00 PM

6th Hour Prayers at
Noon
Confessions 5:00 PM
Presanctified Liturgy
6:00 PM

St. Mary of Egypt
Matins 8:30 AM
Liturgy 9:30 AM

Saturday

Zoom Class 2:00 PM
Catechism Class
3:30 p.m.
Vespers 5:00 PM

ANUNCIATION
6th Hour Prayers at
Noon
Vesperal Liturgy
6:00 PM

St. John Climacus
Matins 8:30 AM
Liturgy 9:30 AM
Parish Council
12:00 PM

25
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Tuesday

Veneration of the Holy
Cross
Matins 8:30 AM
Liturgy 9:30 AM

PALM SUNDAY
Matins 8:30 AM
Liturgy 9:30 AM
Bridegroom Matins
7:00 PM

FR. ANDREW
STEPHEN DAMICK
PAGE 1

Monday

28Hour Schedule 29
Coﬀee

Attention Parishioners! We are looking for a volunteer family each week to
prepare a simple Coffee Hour of just coffee and donuts! We will need about 6
dozen donuts. Please contact Francine Contreras at 002fdc002@gmail.com
or (559) 709-9883 to be placed on the schedule. Thank you!

30

Royal Hours 9:00 AM
Vespers/Burial of our
Lord 3:00 PM
Matins with 12 Passion
Matins with
Gospels 7:00 PM
Lamentations 7:00 PM

17
Zoom Class 2:00 PM
Catechism Class
3:30 p.m.
Vespers 5:00 PM

24
Baptismal Liturgy
9:00 AM
Vespers 5:00 PM with
blessing of Palms &
Church School
confessions.

1
Vesperal Liturgy
9:00 AM
Nocturn 11:00 PM
Resurrection Matins &
Liturgy 11:30 PM
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MESSENGER

irst, let’s be clear: Everyone should become
an Orthodox Christian. I want everyone to be
part of the Orthodox Church, and the work I
do is aimed at that. The God-given purpose for
every human being is to be united to Christ in His
Church, and so doing, to become like the angels

F

So why might a priest tell someone “not now” or
“not yet” or even “no” who says that he wants to
become an Orthodox Christian? It is because he has
good reason to believe that the person who wants
to join will do so in such a way as to be damning to
him rather than salvi c

But is there ever a reason for a priest to turn anyone
away from baptism and/or chrismation in the Orthodox Church? Yes

Baptism is a ris

But we should be clear that the purpose in turning
someone away is ultimately to arrange for them to
be received into the Church and to pursue the life
of salvation in Christ

Wait? Is that even a thing? Yes
For if, after they have escaped the de lements of the
world through the knowledge of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and overpowered, the last state has become worse for them than
the rst. For it would have been better for them never to

.
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have known the way of righteousness than after knowing
it to turn back from the holy commandment delivered to
them. (2 Peter 2:20-21
St. Peter speaks here of those who are fully part of
the Church and know “the way of righteousness”
and yet turn from it. He says that it is worse for
these people than if they had never been part of the
Church. In other words, becoming a Christian involves an actual risk
If there were no risk at all, then certainly, there is
absolutely no wrong reason to convert. But there is
clearly a risk
There are a lot of things that a priest might discern
to put someone at risk who approaches the Church.
If he wants to become Orthodox just to satisfy an
ideology, for instance, he is not seeking Christ but
rather his own desires — he is exploiting the
Church. Or if he does it without a sense of the gravity of his decision, then he is likely to treat his involvement in the Church as something that does
not matter very much and will thereby blaspheme
what is holy through his dismissiveness
The key thing that a good pastor looks for is repentance. If a person entering the Church is willing to
lay aside all earthly cares in order to be joined to
Christ, then he is doing it the right way, no matter
how sinful he is. There is no sin that keeps one
away from Christ, only the refusal to repent. The
discerning pastor is not looking for perfection but
for repentance
If someone comes to the Church and says that he
will not repent, then he cannot be received into the
Church. He would be lying as he spoke the words
required of him at baptism: “I renounce Satan, and
all his works, and all his worship, and all his angels, and all his pomp.
If someone is not willing to renounce all of those
things, then he is not aligning himself with Christ
Baptism comes with condition
Christ Himself turned people away and even rejected them for their lack of repentance. He always
gave people a choice and looked for their willingness to repent in order to be part of the Kingdom.
But being joined to Christ is not unconditional
There are canons, for instance, that stipulate conditions under which someone (or even their children)

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

should not be baptized or which give conditions for
it
Since certain, erring in the superstitions of the Hebrews,
have thought to mock at Christ our God, and feigning to
be converted to the religion of Christ do deny him, and
in private and secretly keep the Sabbath and observe other Jewish customs, we decree that such persons be not
received to communion, nor to prayers, nor into the
Church; but let them be openly Hebrews according to
their religion, and let them not bring their children to
baptism, nor purchase or possess a slave. But if any of
them, out of a sincere heart and in faith, is converted and
makes profession with his whole heart, setting at naught
their customs and observances, and so that others may
be convinced and converted, such an one is to be received
and baptized, and his children likewise; and let them be
taught to take care to hold aloof from the ordinances of
the Hebrews. But if they will not do this, let them in no
wise be received
– Second Council of Nicea (AD 787), Canon VII
Renunciation of errors is a normal and ancient requirement for those who wish to enter the Church
from other religious groups
Those who from heresy turn to orthodoxy, and to the
portion of those who are being saved, we receive according to the following method and custom: Arians, and
Macedonians, and Sabbatians, and Novatians, who call
themselves Cathari or Aristori, and Quarto-decimans or
Tetradites, and Apollinarians, we receive, upon their
giving a written renunciation [of their errors] and
anathematize every heresy which is not in accordance
with the Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church of God.
Thereupon, they are rst sealed or anointed with the holy
oil upon the forehead, eyes, nostrils, mouth, and ears;
and when we seal them, we say, “The Seal of the gift of
the Holy Ghost.
But Eunomians, who are baptized with only one immersion, and Montanists, who are here called Phrygians,
and Sabellians, who teach the identity of Father and Son,
and do sundry other mischievous things, and [the partisans of] all other heresies — for there are many such
here, particularly among those who come from the country of the Galatians: — all these, when they desire to
turn to orthodoxy, we receive as heathen. On the rst
day we make them Christians; on the second, catechumens; on the third, we exorcise them by breathing thrice
in their face and ears; and thus we instruct them and

.
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oblige them to spend some time in the Church, and to
hear the Scriptures; and then we baptize them

harlot come, let her leave off whoredom, or else let her be
rejected

– First Council of Constantinople (AD 381), Canon
VI

If a maker of idols come, let him either leave off his employment, or let him be rejected

Note well this language: “On the rst day we make
them Christians.” Becoming a Christian is not
something you do for yourself. It’s something that
the Church does to you. It requires the discernment
of the Church, not only one’s individual decision

If one belonging to the theatre come, whether it be man
or woman, or charioteer, or dueller, or racer, or player of
prizes, or Olympic gamester, or one that plays on the
pipe, on the lute, or on the harp at those games, or a
dancing-master or an huckster, either let them leave off
their employments, or let them be rejected

There is a quite lengthy passage from the Apostolic
Constitutions which denies baptism to various people — but they may be admitted if they repent
(under the header “Various Canons of Paul the
Apostle Concerning Those that Offer Themselves
to Be Baptized — Whom We are to Receive, and
Whom to Reject”)
I also, Paul, the least of the apostles, do make the following constitutions for you, the bishops, and presbyters,
and deacons, concerning canons. Those that rst come to
the mystery of godliness, let them be brought to the bishop or to the presbyters by the deacons, and let them be
examined as to the causes wherefore they come to the
Word of the Lord; and let those that bring them exactly
inquire about their character, and give them their testimony
Let their manners and their life be inquired into, and
whether they be slaves or freemen. And if any one be a
slave, let him be asked who is his master. If he be slave to
one of the faithful, let his master be asked if he can give
him a good character [witness]. If he cannot, let him be
rejected, until he show himself to be worthy to his master. But if he does give him a good character, let him be
admitted. But if he be household slave to an heathen, let
him be taught to please his master, that the word be not
blasphemed
If, then, he have a wife, or a woman has an husband, let
them be taught to be content with each other; but if they
be unmarried, let them learn not to commit fornication,
but to enter into lawful marriage. But if his master be
one of the faithful, and knows that he is guilty of fornication, and yet does not give him a wife, or to the woman
an husband, let him be separated; but if anyone has a
demon, let him indeed be taught piety, but not received
into communion before he be cleansed; yet if death be
near, let him be received
If any one be a maintainer of harlots, let him either leave
off prostituting women, or else let him be rejected. If a

If a soldier come, let him be taught to do no injustice, to
accuse no man falsely, and to be content with his allotted
wages: if he submit to those rules, let him be received;
but if he refuse them, let him be rejected
He that is guilty of sins not to be named, a sodomite, an
effeminate person, a magician, an enchanter, an astrologer, a diviner, an user of magic verses, a juggler, a
mountebank, one that makes amulets, a charmer, a
soothsayer, a fortune-teller, an observer of palmistry; he
that, when he meets you, observes defects in the eyes or
feet of the birds or cats, or noises, or symbolic sounds: let
these be proved for some time, for this sort of wickedness
is hard to be washed away; and if they leave off those
practices, let them be received; but if they will not agree
to that, let them be rejected
Let a concubine, who is slave to an unbeliever, and connes herself to her master alone, be received; but if she be
incontinent with others, let her be rejected. If one of the
faithful has a concubine, if she be a bond-servant, let him
leave off that way, and marry in a legal manner: if she be
a free woman, let him marry her in a lawful manner; if
he does not, let him be rejected
Let him that follows the Gentile customs, or Jewish fables, either reform, or let him be rejected
If any one follows the sports of the theatre, their huntings, or horse-races, or combats, either let him leave
them off, or let him be rejected
Let him who is to be a catechumen be a catechumen for
three years; but if any one be diligent, and has a goodwill to his business, let him be admitted: for it is not the
length of time, but the course of life, that is judged
Let him that teaches, although he be one of the laity, yet,
if he be skilful in the word and grave in his manners,
teach; for they shall be all taught of God. Let all the
faithful, whether men or women, when they rise from
sleep, before they go to work, when they have washed

.
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themselves, pray; but if any catechetic instruction be
held, let the faithful person prefer the word of piety before
his work. Let the faithful person, whether man or
woman, treat servants kindly, as we have ordained in the
foregoing books, and have taught in our epistles
– Apostolic Constitutions (ca. AD 375-380), Book
VIII, XXXI
That’s long, I know, but note how it starts: “Those
that rst come to the mystery of godliness, let them
be brought to the bishop or to the presbyters by the
deacons, and let them be examined as to the causes
wherefore they come to the word of the Lord; and
let those that bring them exactly inquire about their
character, and give them their testimony.
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some out until such time as they repent (cf. 1 Cor. 5:20,
1 Tim. 5:5)
They are far too many to cite here, but there are
numerous canons that stipulate that a person not
receive communion under various kinds of circumstances. Regulating whether someone can commune or not has been part of Church life since the
very beginning and was the basis for a lot of disciplinary literature over many centuries.
If communion requires care from the priest, so does
baptism (and/or chrismation, as applicable). Why?
Again, the ultimate aim is the salvation of the person in front of him
Yeah, but what about…

In other words, “Why do you want to be
baptized?” is a perfectly valid question that needs
good answers so that the baptismal candidate is not
put at risk. And note how often the sincerity of
heart and manner of life are emphasized in this
passage

Is it possible that a priest might be wicked or
undiscerning? Of course. But that does not mean
that that part of priestly duty is thereby
annulled. Abusus non tollit usum, as the saying
rightly goes. If a priest is erring, correction from
God and the bishop are of course possible

(Note that the Apostolic Constitutions as a whole are
not regarded as from the Apostles nor except for a
certain later section given any canonical weight in
the Orthodox Church. But they are an important
historical document that for our purposes is a witness to a general approach to Church life.

What about people who come to the Church because they’re marrying someone who’s Orthodox?
Shouldn’t they just be received? If they see conversion as merely a formality to make a wedding possible, then what they are saying they want really
needs to be made clear to them: By requesting to be
received into the Church, they are requesting to enter into the life of repentance in Christ. If they don’t
want to do that, then they need to wait until they’re
ready to do that. Their salvation is more important
than their wedding

The Eucharist is risky, to
The idea that the sacraments are a risk should not
be a surprise to anyone. The Eucharist is likewise
risky
Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the
Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of profaning
the body and blood of the Lord. Let a man examine himself, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For any
one who eats and drinks without discerning the body
eats and drinks judgment upon himself. That is why
many of you are weak and ill, and some have died. (1
Cor. 11:27-30
There are people who say that no priest should ever deny
someone communion. But guarding the Eucharist not
just to prevent it being blasphemed by someone who
might harm it but in order to protect the person who
wants to receive it is part of a priest’s duty before God
and his bishop. As St. Paul says, “a man should examine
himself,” but that is not the only condition for communing. The clergy have the responsibility even to cast

What about infants? We baptize them without
checking whether they are repentant, right? Yes, of
course. But just as they do not have the capacity to
give intellectual consent, they also do not have the
capacity to reject Christ by being unrepentant. So
we give to them the gift of baptism according to the
commandment. But someone who has the ability to
reject Christ has to be repentant. The command to
repent is the most basic and repeated command
from the Lord. If someone won’t do that, then he
endangers himself by coming into contact with
what is holy
Death by holines
Death (both material and spiritual) by holiness is
absolutely a thing

.


)


.


”


 


o


?


.


.


:


s


)


.


I


.


.


:


fi

4

JULY / AUGUST 2021

ST. PETER ORTHODOX CHURCH

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

Our God is a re, consuming unworthiness (Heb
12:28-29; cf. Ex 24:17; Deut 4:24; 9:3; Is 33:14). It is a
fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God (Heb
10:31). God is holy, and the holy God dwelling in the
midst of his people presents a potential danger. When a
sacred object is treated as a common thing, that sacred
thing is profaned. It becomes no longer sacred and holy but
a thing of common use. Because God is his holiness, he
cannot be profaned. Christ cannot be made common. The
Holy Spirit can not become a spirit of some other kind. The
profanation of God, then, does no injury to God but results
in the destruction of the human person. Approaching our
Lord Jesus Christ with repentance, reverence, and awe results in the burning away of all that is sinful and impure
within us. Approaching him in any other manner will
eventually lead to our destruction along with our sins
(John 8:21-24)

Does someone who assents to the life of repentance
really know what he’s getting into? Quite likely not.
But he still needs to assent to it and begin it, even if
he’s not very good at it yet. It’s not about being
“good enough for baptism.” But anyone who refuses
to repent is refusing Christ. You cannot approach
Christ without repentance

– Fr. Stephen De Young, “Death by Holiness

Someone who comes to the door of the Church is indeed asked to give everything up in order to become
one with Christ. It is not expected of him that he will
instantly be able to shed all of his baggage of sin and
worldly attachments. But it is expected that he will
commit to repentance. If he won’t make that commitment, then for now, the answer has to be “no.”
But when he is willing to make that commitment and
to make a move toward ful lling it, the answer becomes “yes.”

In the ancient Church, the catechumenate often lasted for three years. If someone wasn’t willing to do
that, and if the bishop saw no good reason to shorten
it, then he wouldn’t be baptized. Why so long? It is
precisely so that the person may be planted rmly in
Christ, so that he learns the life of repentance and is
being puri ed by Christ

August Holy Days:
The Dormition Fast begins on August 14. It always
lasts two weeks, in preparation for the Feast of the
Dormition (Falling–Asleep) of the Theotokos on
August 28. To bene t spiritually during this time,
our thoughts and activities are best focused on
spiritual things: prayer, fasting almsgiving and
scripture reading.
In order to honor the Theotokos, the Paraklesis
(Small Supplicatory Canon) will be served on August 20 and 25 at 7:00 p.m.. You are invited to bring
a list of names of loved ones and the sick and suffering for prayer during this Service to the
Theotokos.
We celebrate the Trans guration of the Lord on
August 19. On Thursday, August 18 at 5:30 p.m. we
will serve the Vesperal Liturgy for the feast fol-

Some might say that all this is anti-convert. On the
contrary, this is so pro-convert that it is about doing
conversion the right way. We want converts really to
convert — to Christ. Because if they come into the
Church but are not there for Christ, a very risky thing
has happened. It may be that they will convert to
Christ at some point after that, but they are also now
being held to a much higher standard having been
given the mysteries. That is why appropriate care is
normal and bene cial

lowed by the blessing of grapes and fruit. We remember how the Lord took three of his disciples,
Peter, James and John, up to Mount Tabor. There he
was trans gured, revealing his divine glory to
them as far as they could bear it. Come and celebrate this great feast!
We will celebrate the Dormition (Falling–Asleep)
of the Theotokos and Ever–Virgin Mary on Saturday, August 28. We will also honor the feast with
the traditional blessing of owers and herbs at the
end of the Liturgy. Parishioners are welcome to
bring owers and herbs from their yards or gardens to be blessed. The Dormition is a foretaste of
the universal hope of life following death. In the
feast’s icon we see the Theotokos laid out upon her
funeral bier, with her Son carrying her up to heaven, as a new-born babe. We glorify her, and pray
that, on the last day, all of us may be carried into
new life!
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Parish activities…
Scholarship Fund Support:
Support our Scholarship Fund
is through Amazon Smile.
Remember, always start at
smile.amazon.com and Amazon will donate 0.5% of the
price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases.
Select “Serbian Orthodox Church of St Peter” as
your charity. It is very simple and easy
Also, remember that you can donate directly to
the Scholarship Fund at any time. All donations
are greatly appreciated

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

eScrip: Sign-up and start earning money for our
Scholarship fund with eScrip! Go to escrip.com/
wheretoearn, choose your favorite store(s), and
complete registration to start earning for St. Peter
Serbian Orthodox Church
Also, remember that you can donate directly to
the Scholarship Fund at any time. All donations
are greatly appreciated

Change for Babies Campaign:
Our gratitude and God’s
blessings to the parishioners
who participated in the Fresno Pregnancy Care Center’s
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Change for babies campaign which concluded
last month on Father’s Day. We will report the
total collected in next month’s Messenger.

Summer Pledges
As many parishioners take their vacations, we
ask everyone to maintain their pledge payments
and weekly offerings as the summer months tend
to be a little lean and our utility bills increase due
to the extreme heat.

Parish Website
Miss church one Sunday? Did you know that we
post the weekly bulletin on the web? Simply go
to www.stpeterfresno.com and view the bulletin
at home.

Parish Slava — JULY 18:
Our 70th annual commemoration of Ss. Peter and Paul
(Petrovdan) is right around
the corner. This is the day of
our patron saint, a day of
great joy. As Orthodox
Christians we ask for the
prayers of the righteous
ones of God in daily prayer.
On Sunday, July 18 we will
gather as the Eucharistic
Parish Community which has been mystically
identi ed with Ss. Peter & Paul—through Christ
—to speci cally ask them to intercede in our behalf, and to glorify God “who is wonderful in
His saints.” Our beloved Bishop Maxim will be
with us for the Divine Liturgy, so it is only right
that our entire parish community join in this festal celebration with our beloved Bishop. The Hierarchical Liturgy will begin at 9:30 a.m. (We ask
everyone to please arrive early to greet Bishop
Maxim) At the end of the Liturgy we will have
the traditional procession around the church followed by the blessing of the Festal Bread and
Luncheon. There is no charge for the luncheon, a
free will offering will be greatly appreciated. At
the luncheon festivities we will award the Annual
St. Peter Church Youth Scholarship to High
School graduates who will be continuing with
their education. This year’s honored Kumovi are
Jim and Svetlana Ward.
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Enclosed in this issue is an offering envelope for
your gift to St. Peter Church for Petrovdan.
Thank you in advance for your generosity

Orthodox Study Bibles
The Orthodox Study Bible, Ancient Faith Edition,
Hardcover: Ancient Christianity Speaks to Today’s World, is now available at St. Peter’s for
$30.00. Please see Fr. George if you are interested
in purchasing this latest edition of the OSB

Circle of Sisters Update
The St. Peter’s Circle of Sisters held their rst
meeting in well over a year, due to the pandemic,
on Sunday, June 6th. Many members were in attendance during which a new board was installed.
Following that morning’s Liturgy a
prayer and blessing was offered for all of the
members who were at the service as they resume
their good work for our parish and our local
community.
The newly elected of cers are:
Francine Contreras, President; Svetlana Ward,
Vice-president; Diane Chrisman, Secretary; Janice
McAtee, Financial Secretary; and Marilyn Jurkovich, Treasurer. Protinica Elena will be taking
over the responsibility of keeping the kitchen
pantry stocked with paper goods and supplies
for our weekly Sunday Coffee Hours.
Our
thanks to outgoing President Stacy Batch-Smith
for her wonderful leadership over the past two
and a half years and for her dedication to the
COS
Women in our parish who are not members of the
Circle of Sisters are invited to become a member!
Please see or contact our membership chair Vera
Naden at RVNNAD@aol.com if you are interested in joining.
Look for the date, which will be decided upon
soon for our fundraiser in August at the Habit
Grill in Fig Garden Village. Our 73rd annual Slava, Sveta Petka has been scheduled for Sunday,
October 24, which will be chaired by Nancy Penny and her committee. So, mark your calendars
and plan to attend!
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Stewardship 2021 …
Thank you and God bless the following parishioners who have sent in their pledge
cards! We hope that you will respond and send in your pledge card and become a
Steward of St. Peter’s Church!
Alsobrook, Scott/Katherin
Bahn, Marily
Baird, Travis/Mari
Baziuk, John/Suzann
Brickey, Gabe/Mik
Brooks, Alisa Rakich/ Raymon
Cantu, Bert / Patt
Castro, Mike/Annabell
Chaplain, Maur
Chrisman, George/Dian
Clemensen, Wayne / Lis
Coffeen, Ver
Contreras, Alex/Francin
Cucuk, Barbar
Dakovich, Da
DeFehr, Vern/Ver
DeYoung, Ryan/Carri
Dublin, Antonin
Duran, Ernie / Chery
Duran, Jesus/Yvonn
Epperson, Jason / Lami
Foley, John/Heidi

Forhan, Phil/Bry
Gligich, Danie
Gligich, Fr. George / Elena
Granado, Olg
Gruich, Gregor
Hart, Jonathon/Debora
Hatler, Charyc
Hoffmann, Darren/Sarah
Ann
Holmes, Brad / Carri

Keves, Laszlo /Valentyn
Klingel, Friedhelm/Tatian
Kojovich, Hele
Kornaros, Steven / Tar
Livanis, Pete
Lobkowski, Vladimir/Darlen
Lobkowski, Stephani
Marinovich, Branko/Lind
Marinovich, John/Nanc
Marmolejo, Marc/Samanth
Matthews, Dn. Brad/Pegg
May, Lyudmyla/Ediso
McAtee, Randy/Janic
McAtee, Timoth
Mikitish, Ann
Milinich, Barbar
Miller, Eric/Yol
Milovich, Rober
Myovich, Kyle / Nik
Naden, Ver
Olivo, Anthony/Cicil
Otstot, Matthew / Kathry
Owens, Gre
Oxford, Tom/Lyn
Pavic, Deja
Pavlo0vich, Georg
Penny, Tim/Nanc
Pestich Smith, Angel
Pestorich, John/Charlen
Pestorich, John/Stac
Pestorich, Mark/Kriste
Pestorich, Matthe
Pestorich, Mike / Don

Pestorich, Ver
Petrosian John/Elizavet
Poznanovich, Momirk
Poznanovich, Selm
Pruse, Kenneth/Tany
Radoicich, France
Romanenko, Andre
Romanenko, Caroly
Salata, Greg/Noë
Shultz, Norma
Sidel, Natali
Sidel, Sandr
Skochko, Steve/Alliso
Smith, Terrance/Stacy (Batrich
Spadier, Dusha
Spadier, Danie
Spolsdoff, Jim/Al
Spolsdoff. Alliso
Spolsdoff, Katherin
Stijovic, Mim
Tarailo, Ron / Radmil
Tarailo, Zork
Thomas, Chase/Daniell
Thomas, Shirle
Vukajlovic, Larr
Vukajlovic, Mark/Cristin
Wall, Allyson/Vincen
Ward, Jim/Svetlan
Wesseler, Dn. Joseph/Staci
Woolley, Marjori
Zenovich, Vera
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Diocesan Days 2021
Friday, September 3rd & Saturday, September 4th
St. George Serbian Orthodox Church, San Diego, CA
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JULY
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

28

29

Coﬀee Hour Schedule
27

Attention Parishioners! We are looking for a volunteer family each
week to prepare a simple Coffee Hour of just coffee and donuts! We
will need about 6 dozen donuts. Please contact Francine Contreras
at 002fdc002@gmail.com or (559) 709-9883 to be placed on the
schedule. Thank you!

Wednesday Thursday
30

Friday

Saturday

2

3

1
Apostles’ Fast to July 12

Vespers 5:00 PM

4
Matins 8:30 AM
Liturgy 9:30 AM

5

6

VBS Week 9:00 AM to Noon
Vespers 7:00 PM

7

8

9

10

Nativity of St. John the
Baptist
Liturgy 9:00 AM
Vespers 5:00 PM

11

12

Matins 8:30 AM
Liturgy 9:30 AM
Parish Council
Vespers 7:00 PM

Ss. Peter & Paul
(Petrovdan)
Divine Liturgy 9:00 AM

18

19

13

14

15

16

Men’s Club
6:00 PM

Petrovdan / Parish
Feast Day
Matins 8:30 AM
Hierarchical Liturgy 9:30
Slava Luncheon at
11:30 AM

17

6th Hour Prayers at
Noon

20

21

22

Vespers 5:00 PM

23

24

No 6th Hour Prayers

Vespers 5:00 PM

25

26

27

Matins 8:30 AM
Liturgy 9:30 AM
1 Year Memorial for
Vyacheslav Chaverdov

28

29

30

6th Hour Prayers at
Noon

31
Vespers 5:00 PM

AUGUST
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

1

2

3

Wednesday Thursday
4

5

Friday

Saturday

6

7

Matins 8:30 AM
Liturgy 9:30 AM
Vespers 5:00 PM

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

Matins 8:30 AM
Liturgy 9:30 AM
Parish Council
Vespers 5:00 PM

15

16

17

Matins 8:30 AM
Liturgy 9:30 AM
Dormition Fast to August 28

22

18
6th Hour Prayers at
Noon

23

24

19

20

TRANSFIGURATION
Liturgy 9:00 AM

Paraklesis 7:00 PM

Vespers 7:00 PM

Men’s Club
6:00 PM

25

26

29

27

30

31

1

28
DORMITION
Liturgy 9:00 AM

Paraklesis 7:00 PM

Matins 8:30 AM
Liturgy 9:30 AM

Vespers 5:00 PM

6th Hour Prayers at
Noon

Matins 8:30 AM
Liturgy 9:30 AM

21

2 Schedule
Coﬀee Hour

Vespers 7:00 PM

Vespers 5:00 PM

3

4

Attention Parishioners! We are looking for a volunteer family each
week to prepare a simple Coffee Hour of just coffee and donuts! We
will need about 6 dozen donuts. Please contact Francine Contreras
at 002fdc002@gmail.com or (559) 709-9883 to be placed on the
schedule. Thank you!
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Parish Directory
Contact Information:
Phone: (559) 227-5565
Email: stpeter@me.com
Website: www.stpeterfresno.com

Parish Clergy:
V. Rev. George Gligich (559)
696-7015
Protodeacon Brad Matthews
(Retired)
Deacon Joseph Wesseler
(559) 936-6838

ST. PETER ORTHODOX CHURCH

St. Peter Orthodox Church…

Vacation
Bible
School
ALL ABOARD

Choir Director:

For Jesus!

Peggy Matthews (559)
960-2151

Parish Council:
Jim Ward (559) 977-0793

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

Join us for an exciting journey of faith!

Church School:

Monday, July 5 to Friday, July 9

Lamia Epperson (559)
430-9186

at St. Peter Orthodox Church / 3502 N. First St.

9:00 a.m. to Noon

Circle of Sisters:
Francine Contreras (559) 7099883

For all kids from ages 3 to 12!
Plan to spend 5 days of summer fun and fellowship!

Men’s Club:
Dushan Spadier (559)
260-3700

Worship Services:
Saturday Vespers at 5:00
p.m
Confessions on Saturdays after
vespers or during the week by
appointment
Sunday Matins at 8:30 a.m
Sunday Divine Liturgy at
9:30 a.m
Church School on Sundays from
September through May following Holy Communion
Weeknight Vespers at 7:00
p.m
Weekday Liturgy (Holy
Days) at 9:00 a.m.

View all of the excitement from previous year’s VBS on the photo page of
our parish website: stpeterfresno.com

Email Father George at stpeter@me.com or
Anastacia Menges at
anastaciacoop@gmail.com to let us
know if your children will be

Blessing of the Academic School Year:
On Sunday, August 15 we will have a special service of blessing
for all parish educators, administrators and students for the
start of the school year. This will take place at the end of the
Liturgy. Praying for God’s guidance and blessings on our
teachers and students during these very dif cult and challenging times should be a priority for us all. Plan to be there and
join us in prayer!
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Petrovdan
Sunday, July 18
Matins at 8:30 a.m.
Hierarchical Liturgy at 9:30 a.m.
Concelebrated by His Grace, Bishop Maxim, visiting and local clergy.
Blessing of the Feast Day Bread following the Liturgy.
HONORED KUMOVI: JIM AND SVETLANA WARD
LUNCHEON AT 11:30 A.M. EVERYONE WELCOME!
. There is no charge for the luncheon, a free will offering will be greatly appreciated. Program and awarding of the 2021 St. Peter Youth ScholarshipS during
the Luncheon.

