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31

1

Friday

4

5

6

Veneration of the Holy
Cross
Matins 8:30 AM
Liturgy 9:30 AM

11

7

8

9

12

13

19

20

14

21

15

25

26
Presanctified 9:00 AM
Bridegroom Matins
7:00 PM

28

29
Vesperal Liturgy
9:00 AM

Bridegroom Matins
7:00 PM

(At St. George’s)
Holy Unction
3:00 PM
Bridegroom Matins
6:30 PM

17
Zoom Class 2:00 PM
Catechism Class
3:30 p.m.
Vespers 5:00 PM

23

Vespers 7:00 PM

27

Great & Holy Week!

16

Akathist to the
Theotokos 7:00 PM

22

6th Hour Prayers at
Noon
Confessions 5:00 PM
Presanctified Liturgy
6:00 PM

PALM SUNDAY
Matins 8:30 AM
Liturgy 9:30 AM
Bridegroom Matins
7:00 PM

10
Zoom Class 2:00 PM
Catechism Class
3:30 p.m.
Vespers 5:00 PM

6th Hour Prayers at
Noon
Confessions 5:00 PM
Presanctified Liturgy
6:00 PM

18
St. Mary of Egypt
Matins 8:30 AM
Liturgy 9:30 AM

3
Zoom Class 2:00 PM
Catechism Class
3:30 p.m.
Vespers 5:00 PM

ANUNCIATION
6th Hour Prayers at
Noon
Vesperal Liturgy
6:00 PM

St. John Climacus
Matins 8:30 AM
Liturgy 9:30 AM
Parish Council
12:00 PM

Saturday

2

Attention Parishioners! We are looking for a volunteer family each week to
prepare a simple Coffee Hour of just coffee and donuts! We will need about 6
dozen donuts. Please contact Francine Contreras at 002fdc002@gmail.com
or (559) 709-9883 to be placed on the schedule. Thank you!
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30

Royal Hours 9:00 AM
Vespers/Burial of our
Lord 3:00 PM
Matins with 12 Passion
Matins with
Gospels 7:00 PM
Lamentations 7:00 PM

Plus important
Information!

24
Baptismal Liturgy
9:00 AM
Vespers 5:00 PM with
blessing of Palms &
Church School
confessions.

1
Vesperal Liturgy
9:00 AM
Nocturn 11:00 PM
Resurrection Matins &
Liturgy 11:30 PM

CHURCH MONTHLY
CALENDAR
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MESSENGER
Guidance for our Times, and Always:
Twenty Beautiful Life-Giving Patterns of Reality Concerning
Sex and Marriage
By Dr. David C. Ford

I

n light of the widespread misunderstandings and confusion about human sexuality and marriage in our
own day, and the vast amount of su ering that this is bringing to so many people, especially young
people, I would like to humbly o er this list of simple, clear pa erns of the way Reality has been set up
by our Lord for the op mal well-being of all. I hope and pray that this list will be helpful for those who are
wondering how to personally navigate among all the various views about sexuality that are vying for our a enon today.
And I would like to raise the ques on, what source of teaching about sexuality and marriage is likely to be more
reliable: our Orthodox Tradi on, which con nues to pass down to us the teachings of Christ Himself and the
Apostles; or contemporary society, which generally makes its claims with li le or no reference to God, our Creator and Savior? – or some mes even with open hos lity against God.
So in the hope that Orthodox Chris ans, especially our young people, will choose to be led in their views and
ac ons involving their own sexuality by the beau ful and life-giving understanding of our Holy Orthodox Church
of the basic pa erns of Reality which our Creator has established for the well-being of us all, I present this simple list of reminders of the pa erns of Reality which we’re called to align our own way of life with. If we conform our lives to these God-given pa erns, working in harmony with Nature as God has fashioned it, they will
help us greatly in making our way safely, contentedly, and joyously in this world. This all will be very bene cial
in our prepara on for life in the next world as well.
1. There are only two sexes: “GOD made them male and female” (Gen. 1:27). And we will s ll be either male
or female in the next life. Christ s ll has and ever will have His male body; the Theotokos s ll is and
ever will be His Mother.
2. God our Creator intends us to be thankful for, and content with, the body He has given us: “For You possess
my heart, O LORD; You took hold of me from my mother’s womb. I will give thanks to You, for I am
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fearfully and wondrously made. Marvelous are Your works, and my soul knows this very well” (Ps.
138/139:13-14).
3. No one can ever really change his or her sex. Our maleness or femaleness is embedded in the DNA that’s
lodged in every single cell in our bodies.
4. True marriage is meant by God to be between only one man and only one woman: “For this reason a man
shall leave his father and mother and cleave to his wife” (Gen. 2:24; quoted by Christ in Ma . 19:4-6).
5. The marriage of one man and one woman is meant to symbolize the over owing love and total commitment
that Christ, the One Bridegroom, has for His one Bride, the Church: “Husbands, love your wives, as Christ
also loved the Church and gave Himself for Her” (Eph. 5:25).
6. Sexual desire is good and healthy, because it’s created by the good GOD Who loves mankind. As St. John
Chrysostom says, “From the beginning God has been revealed as the Fashioner, by His Providence, of this
union of man and woman, and He has spoken of the two as one . . . This love (eros) is deeply planted
within our nature. . . . It a racts the bodies of men and women to each other” (Homily 20 on Ephesians).
7. Sexual desire needs to be channeled/directed/controlled properly; it’s like re that needs a replace to burn
safely and bene cially. But just because sexual desire needs to be properly directed and channeled does
not in any way mean that it’s not fully good.
8. Since sexual desire is norma vely crucial in the conceiving of children, GOD has ordained that it should only
be fully expressed in marriage, where ideally there is the total commitment of the couple to each other,
and the adequate means to raise the children who are conceived.
9. The LORD, our Creator and Savior, gives life to every human being in order for each one of us to love Him in
return for the gi of life and of salva on. And a major aspect of loving Him is obeying His commandments: “He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. . . . If anyone loves Me,
he will keep My word” (John 14:21-23).
10. All forms of sexual ac vity outside of marriage are prohibited by the LORD for He knows that such ac vity
o en leads to emo onal anguish and even physical disease. And since He Himself created sexual desire,
He intends for it to be expressed according to His will, His guidelines, His commandments for it, in conformity and harmony with the pa erns of Reality that He Himself has established in the universe.
11. Sexual purity, which means fully expressing one’s sexual desire only in marriage, is commanded by the LORD
for all of us. Jesus told the woman caught in adultery, “Go and sin no more” (John 8:11). St. Paul teaches,
“For this is the will of God, your sanc ca on: that you should abstain from sexual immorality” (1 Thess.
4:3). St. Paul also exhorts, “Flee sexual immorality. Every sin that anyone does is outside the body; but
the one who commits sexual immorality sins against his own body” (1 Cor. 6:18).
12. Sexual purity is a beau ful and powerful part of living a life of virtue, which is our Creator and Savior’s desire
for each one of us. Living in virtue in the various aspects of our life—including living as much as possible
without envy, resentment, impa ence, discontent, anger, unforgiveness, miserliness, glu ony, and other
disordered passions—brings us tremendous grace, with God’s own Joy and Peace abounding in us. Having a clear and clean conscience is a very big part of this. Living in sexual purity—along with our e orts,
always with God’s help, to grow in all the virtues—assures that our conscience will be clear, clean, and
uncondemning of us.
13. For those who are unmarried, the beau ful chas ty which the LORD commands for us means wai ng un l
one’s wedding night for the full expression of one’s sexual desire. This wai ng greatly a racts God’s
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grace, for it honors the path He desires for us. It also greatly honors our future spouse, for through it we
preserve the gi of our virginity for our spouse alone.
14. It’s just as important for young men to preserve, protect, and cherish their own virginity—and that of others—
as it is for young women to do so. Our Church knows no double standard here!
15. If you’ve lost your virginity somehow along the path of life, repentance and forgiveness are always there for
you, through the powerful Sacrament of Confession and Absolu on in our Church. You can s ll live chastely from now on, which our LORD will greatly honor!
16. For those who are married, chas ty does not mean abs nence from all marital rela ons. The marital chas ty
which the LORD commands for us means only ever expressing our sexual desire with our spouse, and engaging in marital rela ons with dignity, decorum, and gentleness. Our Church does o er guidelines about
regular mes and seasons for abstaining from marital rela ons—especially Saturday evenings, which are
meant to be a me of prayer and medita on in prepara on for the Divine Liturgy the next day.
17. Any thoughts and feelings (logismoi) that may arise within us that would tempt and urge us to par cipate in
forbidden and harmful sexual ac vity can be resisted through prayer to God for help, and through exer ng
our own willpower. The quicker we resist such thoughts and feelings, with God’s help, the easier it is to
drive them away. The more we consider them—entertaining them, as the Church Fathers say—the harder
it is to drive them away. It’s like with weeding a garden: the newer and smaller the weeds are, the easier
they are to pull up by the roots; but the older and bigger they are, how much more di cult it is to pull
them up by the roots!
18. Men and women share human nature fully and equally, and they have the same dignity and worth as fellow human beings. But this does not mean that men and women are intended to have the very same
roles and responsibili es.
19. Since children norma vely are conceived through the intercourse of a man and a woman, children are intended by GOD to be raised by the mother and father who conceived them. Every child deserves to be
raised by his or her father and mother, since a full and well-rounded childhood can only come through
the varied input of the father and the mother.
20. Just because the Sexual Revolu on (beginning on a wide scale in the 1960s) and Postmodern Deconstruconism have for the most part rejected these God-given pa erns of Reality does not mean they are up
for nego a on within the Orthodox Church. We understand that they are rmly xed forever.

Also, remember that you can donate directly to
the Scholarship Fund at any time. All donations
are greatly appreciated

Parish activities…
Scholarship Fund Support:

eScrip: Sign-up and start earning money for our
Scholarship fund with eScrip! Go to escrip.com/
wheretoearn, choose your favorite store(s), and
complete registration to start earning for St. Peter
Serbian Orthodox Church

Support our Scholarship Fund
is through Amazon Smile. Remember, always start at
smile.amazon.com and Amazon
will donate 0.5% of the price of
your eligible AmazonSmile purchases. Select
“Serbian Orthodox Church of St Peter” as your
charity. It is very simple and easy

Also, remember that you can donate directly to
the Scholarship Fund at any time. All donations
are greatly appreciated
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day’s World, is now available at St. Peter’s for
$30.00. Please see Fr. George if you are interested
in purchasing this latest edition of the OSB

Summer Pledges
As many parishioners take their vacations, we
ask everyone to maintain their pledge payments
and weekly offerings as the summer months tend
to be a little lean and our utility bills increase due
to the extreme heat.

Change for Babies Campaign update:
We recently receive a letter of thanks from the
Pregnancy Care Center for participating in their
annual “Change for Babies Campaign.” Our
parish collected a total of $1051.73. Thank you to
all who participated! (FYI: Their campaign for
this year raised a total of $89,322.00)

Parish Website
Miss church one Sunday? Did you know that we
post the weekly bulletin on the web? Simply go
to www.stpeterfresno.com and view the bulletin
at home

Orthodox Study Bibles
The Orthodox Study Bible, Ancient Faith Edition,
Hardcover: Ancient Christianity Speaks to To-

SEPTEMBER
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

30

31

29 Schedule
Coﬀee Hour

Attention Parishioners! We are looking for a volunteer family each
week to prepare a simple Coffee Hour of just coffee and donuts! We
will need about 6 dozen donuts. Please contact Francine Contreras at
002fdc002@gmail.com or (559) 709-9883 to be placed on the
schedule. Thank you!

5

6

7

No Liturgy

Wednesday Thursday
1

2

6th Hour Prayers at
Noon

Friday

Saturday

3

4

Diocesan Days in San Diego
No Vespers

8

9

10

6th Hour Prayers at
Noon
Vespers 7:00 PM

12

13

Matins 8:30 AM
Liturgy 9:30 AM
Parish Council Mtg.

14
Festival Preparation
(Cevapi)
Volunteers needed!
9:30 AM

19

20

21
Nativity of the
Theotokos
Liturgy 9:00 AM

Matins 8:30 AM
Liturgy 9:30 AM

Church School
Opening Day!

Vespers 7:00 PM

15

16

17

Men’s Club
6:00 PM

23

Festival Preparation
(Zeljanica)
Volunteers needed!
9:30 AM

18
Festival Preparation
(Apple Strudel)
Volunteers needed!
9:00 AM
Vespers 5:00 PM

6th Hour Prayers at
Noon

22

11

Beheading of St. John
Liturgy 9:00 AM

24

Festival Preparation
(Sarma/Cabbage rolls)
Volunteers needed!
9:30 AM

25
Serbian
Festival
3:00 PM to 10:00 PM
Vespers 5:00 PM

26

27

Matins 8:30 AM
Liturgy 9:30 AM

28

Exaltation of the Cross
Liturgy 9:00 AM

29

30

1

2

6th Hour Prayers at
Noon

Vespers 7:00 PM
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Stewardship 2021 …
Thank you and God bless the following parishioners who have sent in their pledge cards! We
hope that you will respond and send in your pledge card and become a Steward of St. Peter’s
Church!
Alsobrook, Scott/Katherin
Bahn, Marily
Baird, Travis/Mari
Baziuk, John/Suzann
Brickey, Gabe/Mik
Brooks, Alisa Rakich/Raymon
Broyles, Clinton/Cassidy
Bursik, Marcus
Cantu, Bert / Patt
Castro, Mike/Annabell
Chaplain, Maur
Chrisman, George/Dian
Clemensen, Wayne / Lis
Coffeen, Ver
Contreras, Alex/Francin
Cucuk, Barbar
Dakovich, Da
DeFehr, Vern/Ver
DeYoung, Ryan/Carri
Dublin, Antonin
Duran, Ernie /Chery
Duran, Jesus/Yvonn
Epperson, Jason /Lami
Foley, John/Heidi
Forhan, Phil/Bry
Gligich, Danie
Gligich, Fr. George / Elena
Granado, Olg
Gruich, Gregor
Hart, Jonathon/Debora
Hatler, Charyc
Hoffmann, Darren/Sarah Ann
Holmes, Brad/Carri
Keves, Laszlo/Valentyn

Klingel, Friedhelm/Tatian
Kojovich, Hele
Kornaros, Steven / Tar
Livanis, Pete
Lobkowski, Vladimir/Darlen
Lobkowski, Stephani
Marinovich, Branko/Lind
Marinovich, John/Nanc
Marmolejo, Marc/Samanth
Matthews, Dn. Brad/Pegg
May, Lyudmyla/Ediso
McAtee, Randy/Janic
McAtee, Timoth
Mikitish, Ann
Milinich, Barbar
Miller, Eric/Yol
Milovich, Rober
Myovich, Kyle / Nik
Naden, Ver
Nika, Justin
Nika, Rodika
Olivo, Anthony/Cicil
Otstot, Matthew / Kathry
Owens, Gre
Oxford, Tom/Lyn
Pavic, Deja
Pavlo0vich, Georg
Penny, Tim/Nanc
Pestich Smith, Angel
Pestorich, John/Charlen
Pestorich, John/Stac
Pestorich, Mark/Kriste
Pestorich, Matthe
Pestorich, Mike/Don
Pestorich, Ver

Petrosian John/Elizavet
Poznanovich, Momirk
Poznanovich, Selm
Pruse, Jacob
Pruse, Kenneth/Tany
Radoicich, France
Romanenko, Andre
Romanenko, Caroly
Salata, Greg/Noë
Sagardia, Pamela
Shultz, Norma
Sidel, Natali
Sidel, Sandr
Skochko, Steve/Alliso
Smith, Terrance/Stacy (Batrich
Spadier, Dusha
Spadier, Danie
Spolsdoff, Jim/Al
Spolsdoff. Alliso
Spolsdoff, Katherin
Stijovic, Mim
Tarailo, Ron / Radmil
Tarailo, Zork
Thomas, Chase/Daniell
Thomas, Shirle
Vukajlovic, Larr
Vukajlovic, Mark/Cristin
Wall, Allyson/Vincen
Ward, Jim/Svetlan
Wesseler, Dn. Joseph/Staci
Woolsey, Kathryn
Woolley, Marjori
Zenovich, Vera
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Festival Wish List
26th Annual Serb Fest: Saturday, September 25:
We are requesting monetary donations to help cover the cost of ingredients for festival
bakery items. If you are able to give a donation, please contact our bakery chairperson
Tanya Pruse at (559) 326-8455.
Another way to help is to donate items to the Silent Auction! Themed Gift Baskets, collectibles, gift certi icates, are great auction items! Contact Anastacia Menges for ideas or
suggestions 240-8254 or email her at anastaciacoop@gmail.com.
Kitchen Work Day: Zeljanica – Saturday, September 11 at 9:00 a.m. Helping hands are
needed! Please contact kitchen chairperson Ken Pruse at kpruse@hotmail.com or (559)
826-7892 if you have questions!
Remember to visit our website, www.serbfestfresno.com for all of the latest information.
Let’s all do our part and work together to make our parish festival a success!

Your Serb Fest Chairpersons:
General Chairman: Anthony Olivo / (559) 917-0747 / aolivo559@gmail.com
Kitchen: Ken Pruse / (559) 826-7892 / kpruse@hotmail.com
Barbecue: Ernie Duran / (559) 724-5412
Bar/Refreshments: Garret Menges / (559) 575-3933 / gpmenges@gmail.com
Bakery: Tanya Pruse / (559) 326-8455 / rus1613@outlook.com
Silent Auc on: Anastacia Menges / (559) 240-8254 / anastaciacoop@gmail.com and Margie Wooley / (559)
259-5114
Set-up and Clean-up: Greg Salata / (360) 261-4786 / oceanx1@comcast.net
Treasurer: Shirley Thomas / (559) 840-2016 / shirleymthomas@live.com
Entertainment: Alisa Rakich-Brooks / (559) 317-5563 /brooksfam5@hotmail.com

Adver sing: Father George / (559) 696-7015 / ggligich@gmail.com

Contact any of the above chairpeople to volunteer to help at your
Parish Festival! Your support and help is needed to make this fundraising event for our church a success!!!
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Parish Directory
Contact Information:
Phone: (559) 227-5565
Email: stpeter@me.com
Website: www.stpeterfresno.com

Church

Parish Clergy:
V. Rev. George Gligich (559)
696-7015
Protodeacon Brad Matthews
(Retired)

Choir Director:
Peggy Matthews (559)
960-2151

Parish Council:
Jim Ward (559) 977-0793

Church School:
Lamia Epperson (559)
430-9186

Circle of Sisters:
Francine Contreras (559) 7099883

Men’s Club:
Dushan Spadier (559)
260-3700

Worship Services:
Saturday Vespers at 5:00
p.m
Confessions on Saturdays after
vespers or during the week by
appointment
Sunday Matins at 8:30 a.m
Sunday Divine Liturgy at
9:30 a.m
Church School on Sundays from
September through May following Holy Communion
Weeknight Vespers at 7:00
p.m
Weekday Liturgy (Holy
Days) at 9:00 a.m.

Church School begins
September 19!
Church School Classes begin on Sunday, September 19. Parents,
register your son or daughter for Church School. Please consider:
classes are only twenty to thirty minutes long—even if every student came each and every week, the time spent in class is only
enough to reinforce what the child should already be learning
and practicing at home, taught by the parents. Christian faith is
learned and lived out at home. Parents, make your home a little
church, a place where God comes first, where His Holy Name is
mentioned with words of praise and thanksgiving (rather than in
frustration). Speak about the feast days, sing the hymns and read
the Holy Scriptures together.
Look for the registration forms in the mail during the first week of
September and they can also be downloaded from our parish
website at www.stpeterfresno.com. Please return your completed
and signed forms by mail or at our registration table in the hall
during coffee hour on Sunday, September 12. Contact Fr.
George: stpeter@me.com for more information!
Instruction will begin on September 19, with the children dismissed for their classes after Holy Communion. (They will be
dismissed every Sunday after communion for their classes) We
will have our traditional prayer and blessing for the start of a new
year on the playground after Liturgy and a picnic with surprise
entertainment for all of the kids! It is important that we have the
participation of all parents for this event. Look for more information by email in the coming weeks!
We will also be publishing a calendar for upcoming activities
which will be distributed that day. Come and join us!
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